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Lesson 1
1 . The Lord said he would raise up a(n) ______ 

like Moses from the Israelites . Deuteronomy 18:18
2 . The penalty for prophesying in the name of 

other gods was death . T/F . Deuteronomy 18:20

Lesson 2
1 . What was Joshua told to remove because 

where he stood was holy? (sword, shoe, helmet) 
Joshua 5:15

2 . On the seventh day, the priests sounded the 
________ and Jericho’s walls fell . Joshua 6:16, 20

Lesson 3
1 . The sin that incited the Lord’s anger against 

Judah was idolatry . T/F . 2 Kings 22:17
2 . Josiah, king of Judah, was promised to be 

spared the coming disaster . T/F . 2 Kings 22:19-20

Lesson 4
1 . Obadiah feared being killed if he announced 

Ahab’s presence to Elijah . T/F . 1 Kings 18:8-9
2 . Ahab referred to Elijah as “he that ________ 

Israel .” 1 Kings 18:17

Lesson 5
1 . Jesus suffered for our what? (pick two: igno-

rance, iniquities, transgressions, tendencies, indis-
cretions) Isaiah 53:5

2 . “We like _____ have gone astray .” Isaiah 53:6

Lesson 6
1 . Priests and Levites were the only ones not 

guilty of intermarriage . T/F . Ezra 10:5
2 . The taking of strange wives increased the 

trespass of ______ . T/F . Ezra 10:10

Lesson 7
1 . The names of Nehemiah’s opponents were 

what? (pick three: Artaxerxes, Ezra, Geshem, Jeze-
bel, Sanballat, Tobiah) Nehemiah 2:19

2 . Nehemiah acknowledged that his opponents 
had a small but historic right in Jerusalem . T/F . 
Nehemiah 2:20

Lesson 8
1 . To get bread, the Judeans had submitted to 

what peoples? (pick two: Assyrians, Greeks, Egyp-
tians, Persians) Lamentations 5:6

2 . Because of the punishment, dancing had 
turned into ________ . Lamentations 5:15

Lesson 9
1 . Micaiah saw “all Israel  .  .  . as ________ that 

have not a ________ .” 1 Kings 22:17
2 . A spirit promised to protect King Ahab . T/F . 

1 Kings 22:22

Lesson 10
1 . The people were near the Lord in their hearts 

but far away in mouth and lips . T/F . Isaiah 29:13
2 . Isaiah prophesied that the blind would see 

out of what? (darkness, light, glass) Isaiah 29:18

Lesson 11
1 . Jeremiah told a king to surrender to the 

Egyptians to be spared . T/F . Jeremiah 38:17
2 . If the king didn’t surrender to the enemy, Jeru-

salem would be burned . T/F . Jeremiah 38:21, 23

Lesson 12
1 . The people blamed their ancestors by quoting 

a proverb involving sour ________ . Ezekiel 18:2
2 . The people needed a new what? (pick two: 

attitude, command, heart, spirit) Ezekiel 18:31

Lesson 13
1 . Jonah was called to preach in what great city? 

(Babylon, Nineveh, Jerusalem) Jonah 3:2
2 . The great city in which Jonah preached was 

prophesied to be destroyed in how many days? 
(666, 40, 3) Jonah 3:4

Quarterly Quiz
Use these questions as a pretest or as a review. The answers are on page iv of This Quarter in the Word.
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to remove obstacles to a restored relationship with 
God . But that must be done in order to experience 
God’s blessings . The texts studied in lessons 6 and 
7 narrate such decisive action on the part of the 
post-exilic figures Ezra and Nehemiah .

Words of Change
At the center of the prophetic message is a call 

to repentance and change, and Unit 3 focuses on 
the necessity and possibility of these . In lessons 9 
and 11, the prophets Micaiah and Jeremiah cou-
rageously spoke truth to powerful individuals 
who were unwilling to acknowledge and act on 
that truth . On the other hand, lesson 13 narrates 

a positive response to a prophetic message on the 
part of a most unlikely audience: the wicked non- 
Israelite city of Nineveh . The forgiving response 
from the Lord in the light of that repentance puts 
the lie to the old contention that the God of the 
Old Testament was solely a God of wrath .

In lesson 10, the Lord, through the prophet Isa-
iah, denounced Judah as a people who “draw near 
me with their mouth, and with their lips do hon-
our me, but have removed their heart far from me” 
(Isaiah 29:13) . Nevertheless, the prophet antici-
pates a transformation that will come when the 
Lord acts to change the people, a change likened 
to the deaf hearing and the blind seeing .

Ezekiel declares in lesson 12 that the path to 
such a transformation begins in repentance . Each 
person stands individually responsible before the 
loving and holy God, who calls out, “Repent, and 
turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so 
iniquity shall not be your ruin .  .  .  . For I have no 
pleasure in the death of him that dieth .  .  .  . Where-
fore turn yourselves, and live” (Ezekiel 18:30-32) .

They were a combination of preacher, 
whistleblower, and counselor—they were 
the prophets of the Old Testament era . 

They warned people who had turned away from 
the Lord; and they encouraged the faithful to 
remain faithful . From time to time, they forti-
fied their calls by foretelling the future intent and 
plans of the sovereign God .

Words of Faithfulness
The lessons of Unit 1 highlight the faithfulness 

of God, who reveals to His people their need to 
be faithful to Him . Lesson 1 recounts Moses’ fore-
telling of a prophet whom God would raise up 
within Israel to speak the Lord’s words to them . 
Israel’s necessary response would be to obey the 
prophet . These words anticipate the line of proph-
ets God would send, culminating in the ultimate 
prophet, Jesus Christ (see Acts 3:17-26) .

The faithfulness of Israel in response to the 
Lord’s faithfulness was on display in the conquest 
of Jericho, lesson 2 . In lesson 3, God shows His 
faithfulness to Josiah, the king of Judah, who had 
wisely and humbly consulted a true prophet . The 
unit’s final study, lesson 4, focuses on the faith-
ful prophet Elijah, who courageously confronted 
Ahab, the king of Israel, for forsaking the Lord in 
favor of the Baals .

Words of Restoration
Lessons of Unit 2 focus on restoration and 

hope . These begin with the Easter Sunday lesson 
that focuses on the connection between Isaiah’s 
fourth Servant Song and the account of Jesus’ res-
urrection in Luke 24 . 

The sacrifice of Christ on the cross makes pos-
sible forgiveness of sins and removes our estrange-
ment from the Father . That estrangement is 
powerfully illustrated by the prophet Jeremiah 
in Lamentations 5 (lesson 8) . Backsliders, then as 
now, often must take difficult and decisive action 

Quarter at a Glance
 by Mark Hahlen

  The sacrifice of Christ . . . removes our 
estrangement from the Father.
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God and Israel entered into a covenantal 
relationship at Mt . Sinai . Israel, however, 
was not faithful in keeping the covenant . 

God therefore used prophets to remind, review, 
rebuke, and/or renew the covenant .

The time frame to be considered this quar-
ter ranges from Moses to Nehemiah, a span of 
one thousand years (about 1445 to 445 BC) . The 
prophets in the Old Testament spoke for God, 
thus fulfilling the definition of a prophet as illus-
trated in Exodus 7:1-2 . Some prophets became 
authors of the books of the Old Testament . 

The concept of a prophet was well known in the 
biblical era . Nations from Egypt to Babylon had 
this concept in their cultures . Clay tablets from 
Nineveh and Mari (in northern Syria) witness to 
this fact . Differences and similarities existed in 
the ways that prophets functioned in Israel and 
in other nations .

Through Dreams (etc.)
Prophetic dreams are mentioned frequently in 

Genesis, starting in chapter 20 . A key verse in this 
regard is Numbers 12:6: “If there be a prophet 
among you, I the Lord will make myself known 
unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in 
a dream .”

But Moses warned that false prophets may also 
have dreams (see Deuteronomy 13:1-5) . Idolatrous 
prophets considered dreams a primary method 
of communication from their supposed deities . A 
prophecy was deemed more valid if the prophet had 
the same dream on consecutive nights . The proph-
ets of the court and lay persons alike were supposed 
recipients for such “divine” communications . 

Usually the so-called prophets did not do any-
thing to cause the dreams . On occasion, however, 
some went through rituals that were thought to 
aid dreaming . King Gilgamesh in The Epic of Gil-
gamesh is an example of someone trying to cause 
a dream . 

For Royalty
Kings were often the ultimate recipients for the 

dreams, and it was the task of the prophets to inter-
pret them for the kings (compare Genesis 41:1-8; 
Daniel 2) . The messages might include promises 
about becoming a king, announcements of mili-
tary victories, or assurances that the deities were 
supporting the king . One example is an Assyrian 
king who was told that 60 gods were watching over 
him . (This was Esarhaddon; see 2 Kings 19:37 .) 

Warnings concerning future events were part of 
some prophecies . When a pagan god was reported 
to say that the land would soon have another ruler, 
there was cause to be concerned! Most scholars are 
of the opinion that such “predictive” prophecies 
were written after the events had already occurred . 

For the People
In Israel, however, many prophets lived and 

served when the nation did not have kings—it was 
the people who needed to hear the messages . This 
was the case for prophets such as Moses, Joshua 
(to whom the Lord spoke about 14 recorded 
times), the unnamed prophet in Judges 6:7-10, 
and Samuel . Ezekiel’s prophecies were primar-
ily for the captives in Babylon, not for any kings 
back in Judah . The Jews who returned from the 
Babylonian captivity were under Persian rule, so 
there was no king in Israel in the days when Hag-
gai, Zechariah, and Malachi spoke and wrote pro-
phetic messages .

Because of Covenant
A major contrast between the prophets of Israel 

and their pagan counterparts was the concept of 
covenant . A critical concern for the Lord’s proph-
ets was that Israel was not faithful in keeping the 
covenant . We too live under covenant—the new 
covenant in Christ . The lesson is the same today: 
it is vital not only to enter into the covenant with 
Christ, but also to keep faith with that covenant .

Get the Setting
 by Lloyd M. Pelfrey
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Then give each learner one or more slips of 
paper on which you have reproduced ques-
tions, one question per slip . Have each learner 
pose his or her question(s) to the other learner 
of the facing pair for response . (Alternative: 
Instead of open-ended questions, use incom-
plete statements such as “I think Peter’s great-
est challenge was  .  .  .”) After one minute of 
discussion, signal students in the outside circle 
to move one person to the right and use a dif-
ferent question . Repeat the process as appropri-
ate for the size of your class . 

• Conversation Circles. Arrange student seat-
ing in circles of four or five . Pose (or write on 
the board) a question for discussion within the 
circles . Any student can begin the responses 
within the respective circles . Announce that 
(1) the response is limited to one-minute’s 
duration and (2) no interruptions are allowed . 
When you call time after the minute, the per-
son on the first respondent’s right responds to 
the same question, same rules . Repeat until 
all four or five in the circles have responded . 
Debrief as a whole class .

Some Best Practices
As you can see from the types and methods 

above, it’s important to construct your questions 
in advance—don’t just use whatever comes to 
mind in the middle of teaching! A good starting 
point is the five questions that come with each les-
son in this commentary; these are almost always 
of the “experiential” (application) type .

As you either construct your own and/or mod-
ify the ones that come with each lesson, follow 
these best practices:
• Make each question ask about one thing only .
• Order questions in a logical sequence .
• Make questions answerable (not too broad) .
• Focus questions on transformation more than 

mere information .

Questions lie at the heart of discussion-
based teaching . Questions serve a vital role 

for sustaining learning beyond the classroom . 
But how a teacher constructs and poses questions 
requires skill and practice that can make a differ-
ence between a sustained, engaging conversation 
and a session that goes nowhere . 

Some Types of Questions
Beginning teachers can benefit from using a 

mix of questions and preparing them in advance . 
The starting point here is in recognizing certain 
categories or types of questions:
• Relational questions call for comparisons . 

Example: “How does this concept relate to 
what we studied about Paul’s Jewish heritage 
that we discussed last week?” 

• Clarifying questions probe deeper for evidence . 
Example: “What do you find in this text that 
supports your viewpoint?” 

• Big-idea questions search for what’s most 
important . Example: “What insight is most 
valuable from today’s lesson?”

• Experiential questions seek personal relevance . 
Example: “What are some ways to apply Jere-
miah’s admonition to return to the Lord?”

Some Discussion Methods
No matter what mix of question types you use, 

you should use them in such a way that all voices 
in your class are heard and valued . The teacher 
who simply stands up front and poses questions 
runs the risk of having one or two assertive stu-
dents dominate the discussion . Here are some 
techniques to encourage broad participation:
• Double Wheel. Prepare in advance several open-

ended questions such as in one or more of the 
four types above . During class, group students 
into two concentric circles of equal numbers . 
Have those in the inside circle face outward 
and those in the outside circle face inward . 

Discussion Tools That Work
 Teacher Tips by Jerry Bowling
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Prophet of
Deliverance

March 7
Lesson 1 (KJV)

17 And the Lord said unto me, They have 
well spoken that which they have spoken.

18 I will raise them up a Prophet from 
among their brethren, like unto thee, and will 
put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak 
unto them all that I shall command him.

19 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
will not hearken unto my words which he shall 
speak in my name, I will require it of him.

20 But the prophet, which shall presume 
to speak a word in my name, which I have 
not commanded him to speak, or that shall 
speak in the name of other gods, even that 
prophet shall die.

21 And if thou say in thine heart, How 
shall we know the word which the Lord 
hath not spoken?

22 When a prophet speaketh in the 
name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, 
nor come to pass, that is the thing which 
the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet 
hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt 
not be afraid of him.

Deuteronomy 18:15-22
15 The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee 

a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy breth-
ren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;

16 According to all that thou desiredst of 
the Lord thy God in Horeb in the day of the 
assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the 
voice of the Lord my God, neither let me see 
this great fire any more, that I die not.

Devotional Reading: Psalm 77:11-20
Background Scripture: Exodus 12:28-50; Deuteronomy 18:15-22

Key Verse
The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; 

unto him ye shall hearken. —Deuteronomy 18:15

Photo: Getty Images



March 7 ■ 234 ■  Prophet of Deliverance

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to:
1 . Summarize what God said about the 

prophet and message to come .
2 . Explain how Moses’ words were intended 

to guide Israel as God’s covenant people .
3 . Prepare a set of guidelines for distinguish-

ing true from false teaching today .

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A . Time to Step Aside
 B . Lesson Context
 I. Authority (Deuteronomy 18:15-18)
 A . Raised Up by the Lord (v . 15)
   What Can and Can’t Change
 B . Requested by the People (vv . 16-18)
 II. Accountability (Deuteronomy 18:19-22)
 A . To Listen and Obey (v . 19)
 B . To Punish False Prophets (v . 20)
   Deadly Prophets
 C . To Test Any Claim (vv . 21-22)
Conclusion
 A . Plan for the Future
 B . Prayer
 C . Thought to Remember

Introduction
A. Time to Step Aside

In January 2019, fans of the Cincinnati Reds 
baseball team received a shock: Marty Bren-
naman, the popular radio voice of the Reds, 
announced that he was retiring from broadcasting 
following the 2019 season . That season marked 
the 46th year that Brennaman brought the play-
by-play action of the Reds to countless fans . 

Brennaman became somewhat emotional as 
he announced his retirement . And who wouldn’t 
understand that? To be at any job for 46 years is 
an admirable accomplishment . Brennaman had 
seen the Reds at their best (watching “the Big 
Red Machine” in the 1970s) and at their weaker 
moments (the 1980s, when the team did not make 
it to the post season) . 

He expressed his gratitude to the fans for their 
support through the years, acknowledging that 
he could never have achieved what he had with-
out their backing . At the time of Brennaman’s 
announcement, it was not yet clear who would 
succeed him as the primary radio voice of the 
Reds . But there was no doubt that the individ-
ual would have some extremely large shoes to fill .

Moses had led the children of Israel for 40 
years, guiding them through such triumphant 
moments as the parting of the Red Sea . But he 
also led as he wandered with them in the wilder-
ness as he shared their consequence (but not their 
guilt, except for the incident described in Deu-
teronomy 32:51) of unbelief and failure to trust 
God . Then it was time for a transition in leader-
ship . What respective roles would God and the 
people have in this transition?

B. Lesson Context
Today’s lesson begins a new quarter of stud-

ies titled “Prophets Faithful to God’s Covenant .” 
Often when people think of the prophets, they 
think of prophetic books of the Old Testament . 
These are frequently divided into Major Prophets 
(5 books) and Minor Prophets (12 books), based 
on the length of these books (except Lamenta-
tions, which is “major” by association with the 
prophet Jeremiah) .

Prophets Faithful to
 God’s Covenant

Unit 1: Faithful Prophets
Lessons 1–4



There were, however, many other prophets 
besides those who wrote books that are part of the 
Bible . Today’s study comes from the book of Deu-
teronomy, the fifth and final book of what is often 
called the Pentateuch, the Torah, or the five books 
of Law . (See the Lesson Context of lesson 2 for a 
discussion of the 5-12-5-5-12 arrangement of the 
Old Testament books . Moses spoke the contents 
of the book (Deuteronomy 1:1) and recorded it 
(31:9, 22, 24) . This same book concludes with the 
declaration that since the book’s writing, “there 
arose not a prophet  .  .  . in Israel like unto Moses, 
whom the Lord knew face to face” (34:10) . Thus 
Moses was a prophet of the Lord as well as the 
lawgiver to God’s covenant people .

The title “Deuteronomy” comes from the Sep-
tuagint, which is the Greek translation of the 
Old Testament . It means “second [giving of the] 
law .” This is fitting because the book witnesses to 
Moses’ farewell speech to the second generation of 
Israelites . He was preparing them to cross the Jor-
dan River and enter the promised land, and they 
needed to hear the law for the context of their gen-
eration (Deuteronomy 1:1-8) .

In its function as “second [giving of the] law,” 
Deuteronomy repeats contents from previous 
instruction to the people (compare Exodus 20:1-
17; Deuteronomy 5:1-21) . At the same time, some 
of the material had special relevance to those who 
were to enter the promised land and drive out its 
inhabitants (see chapter 20) .

Deuteronomy 18, from which today’s lesson is 
drawn, is the climax of a series of instructions con-

cerning various leadership positions that would 
offer guidance to God’s people . Reading the direc-
tives for a king gives a sense of how different a 
king in Israel was to act compared to those who 
ruled other nations (17:14-20) . 

I. Authority
(Deuteronomy 18:15-18)

A. Raised Up by the Lord (v. 15)
15. The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee 

a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy breth-
ren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken.

While Moses did not specifically identify this 
Prophet, he did offer some distinguishing charac-
teristics . First, the prophet would be from the midst 
of the Israelites, a member of the covenant people . 
For this reason, the one to come could be expected 
to be faithful to God's law and not attempt to lead 
the people into idolatry (see Deuteronomy 18:20, 
below) .

Second, the prophet would be like Moses in cer-
tain respects; this characterization is clarified later 
(see Deuteronomy 18:18, below) . The command ye 
shall hearken implies the third characteristic: that 
the prophet would be someone who had author-
ity (compare Mark 1:22), someone to whom the 
people needed to listen to and obey .

What Do You Think?
In what ways can you improve guardrails in 

terms of whom you will listen to and whom 
you won’t?

Digging Deeper
How do passages such as Jeremiah 27:9-15 

and 2 Timothy 4:3-4 help you answer this?

The capitalization of the word Prophet is not 
reflected in the Hebrew text, which does not have 
separate upper- and lower-case letters . But capital-
izing the designation reflects the fact that Moses’ 
words had not lost their significance by the time 
of Jesus . For instance, a question directed at John 
the Baptist was, “Art thou that prophet?” (John 
1:21), which John promptly denied before point-
ing to Christ (1:26-27; compare 1:24) . Peter and 
Stephen quoted Deuteronomy 18:15 in Acts 3:22 
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HOW TO SAY IT
 Asherah Uh-she-ruh .
 Baal Bay-ul .
 Balaam Bay-lum .
 Balak Bay-lack .
 Deuteronomy Due-ter-ahn-uh-me .
 Horeb Ho-reb .
 Moabites Mo-ub-ites .
 Pentateuch Pen-ta-teuk .
 Septuagint Sep-too-ih-jent .
 Sinai Sigh-nye or Sigh-nay-eye .
 Torah Tor-uh .



and 7:37, respectively, in declaring its ultimate ful-
fillment in Jesus . 

An earlier fulfillment, closer at hand for 
Moses’ audience, was found in the man Joshua . 
He was the one who became the leader of Israel 
after Moses’ death (Deuteronomy 3:28; 31:1-8) . 
When the people listened to him, things went 
well (example: Joshua 6; see lesson 2) . But when 
they trusted their own human nature, unpleasant 
consequences followed (example: Joshua 7) . The 
names Joshua and Jesus both mean “the Lord is sal-
vation” (see Lesson Context for lesson 2) .

1 What Can and Can’t Change 1
When I was a child, refrigerators and stoves 

were white . In the 1960s when my wife and I pur-
chased appliances for our new house, avocado 
green and harvest gold were the favored colors . 
We chose harvest gold, then replaced them in the 
1990s with a lighter shade called bisque . 

In the current century, black and stainless steel 
are popular, along with a nostalgic resurgence of 
white . For the last few years, “slate”—gray, in 
other words—has been the color in home decorat-
ing, from floors to walls, cabinets, and now appli-
ances . Regarding matters of cultural taste, change 
seems to be the only constant .

Cultural change affects the church . Chang-
ing leadership styles, worship formats, and archi-
tectural preferences are evidence of this . But what 
never changes is the word of God . To put it suc-
cinctly, methods change but the message doesn’t . 
Moses’ successor was to be like him in the sense 
that their messages from God would be 100 per-
cent in unison . But the successor may or may not 
have a personal style like that of Moses . How 
can we do better in the church at distinguishing 
changeable methods from the unchangeable mes-
sage? Perhaps 1 Corin thians 9:20-22; 2 Peter 2:1; 
and 1 John 4:1 are good places to start . —C . R . B .

B. Requested by the People (vv. 16-18)
16. According to all that thou desiredst of 

the Lord thy God in Horeb in the day of the 
assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the 
voice of the Lord my God, neither let me see 
this great fire any more, that I die not.

This promise of a coming prophet was rooted in 
a request made by the Israelites when God spoke 
to them at Horeb (another name for Mount Sinai; 
compare Exodus 19:11; Malachi 4:4) . After God 
spoke, the people expressed extreme fear and trep-
idation at hearing the voice of God in that terrify-
ing setting . They pleaded with Moses to speak to 
them instead of having the Lord do so, lest they 
die (Exodus 20:19-21) . 

They had good reasons to be afraid . God had 
commanded the people to gather at the foot of 
that mountain and had given strict command-
ments regarding how close they could get to it — 
with dire consequences for disobedience (Exodus 
19:12-13, 20-24) . The scene had been marked by a 
mighty display of thunder, lightning, fire, smoke, 
the deafening sound of a trumpet, and the shaking 
of the mountain itself (19:16-18) . God then spoke 
to the people what we call the Ten Command-
ments (20:1-17) . 

17. And the Lord said unto me, They have 
well spoken that which they have spoken.

This further summarizes what the Lord said to 
Moses at Mount Sinai (Deuteronomy 5:27-28) . 
Because of the people’s legitimate fear of the Lord, 
Moses continued to serve as the mediator between 
God and the people .

18. I will raise them up a Prophet from 
among their brethren, like unto thee, and will 
put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak 
unto them all that I shall command him.

While this verse clearly anticipates Joshua’s 
role in Israel (see Deuteronomy 18:15, above), the 
Lord also pointed to spiritual leadership beyond 
both Moses and Joshua . God would ensure that 
the people did not have an excuse to imitate the 
nations as those nations sought to divine God’s 
desires by forbidden means (see 18:9-14) . Proph-
ets chosen by God would provide access to the 
words of the Lord .

All legitimate prophets spoke only what the 
Lord told them (example: 1 Kings 22:14; see les-
son 9) . They proclaimed the words of God boldly, 
often at the risk of their own lives . The Old Tes-
tament prophets foreshadowed the ultimate 
prophet, Jesus—the one who became “God with 
us” (Matthew 1:22-23) . Jesus conveyed God’s 
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words as none of Jesus’ predecessors ever could . 
And since John the Baptist was “more than a 
prophet” (Luke 7:26), how much greater in that 
sense was Jesus himself (Matthew 21:11; 16:13-
16) . Moses’ words foreshadowed the many proph-
ets God would send, leading ultimately to Jesus’ 
own ministry .

What Do You Think?
What strategies can you implement to ensure that 

you speak words that have God’s approval?
Digging Deeper
Which of Job 42:7; Luke 6:45; Acts 19:13-17; and 

Ephesians 4:29 motivates you most to do so?

II. Accountability
(Deuteronomy 18:19-22)

A. To Listen and Obey (v. 19)
19. And it shall come to pass, that whoso-

ever will not hearken unto my words which he 
shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.

To hearken to the words God speaks through 
His appointed messengers implies obedience to 
those words . If obedience does not follow, then 
one has not truly listened . The price for rejecting 
the Lord’s words is great: He will call the disobe-
dient person to account . The most extreme exam-
ple of God’s judgment for failing to hear and obey 
came in the form of the Assyrian and Babylonian 
exiles (see lessons 8, 11) .

B. To Punish False Prophets (v. 20)
20a. But the prophet, which shall presume 

to speak a word in my name, which I have not 
commanded him to speak. 

Those who presume to speak for God without 
being commanded to do so are false prophets (com-
pare Matthew 7:15) . Moses gave God’s people 
two tests to use in determining whether a person’s 
claim to be a prophet of the Lord was legitimate .

The first criterion was to verify the content of 
the alleged prophet’s message . Was it consistent 
with the previously revealed word of the Lord? If it 
did not square with that divine standard, then the 
prophet’s teaching had to be rejected and the man 

himself judged as a false prophet . The prophet Isa-
iah later urged his audience to conduct this test 
(Isaiah 8:19-20) . 

Closely related to this criterion was the nature 
of a person’s character . For example, the prophet 
who is “like unto” Moses (Deuteronomy 18:15, 
above) will be characterized by humility (Num-
bers 12:3) . Those who were arrogant and self- 
serving did not exhibit this trait (compare 
Matthew 7:15-19) . The character of a prophet had 
to align with what God has revealed as good for 
His people (contrast Jonah 1) . Thus we have two 
sides of the same coin: content of character had to 
match content of message .

20b. Or that shall speak in the name of other 
gods, even that prophet shall die.

The second criterion is seen in the phrase speak 
in the name of other gods. To do so constituted a 
clear violation of the first commandment (Exo-
dus 20:3) . This same test was outlined by Moses 
in Deuteronomy 13:1-5 . The test included the 
additional caution regarding an alleged prophet’s 
ability to perform impressive signs or wonders . 
Such a person was to be rejected if those won-
ders were accompanied by encouragement to wor-
ship other gods . Idolatry proved the person to be a 
false prophet, no matter how spectacular his sign 
or wonder may be . The direction of his leader-
ship always trumped any kind of miraculous sign 
(compare Exodus 7:11; Matthew 24:24) .

This is not to say that only Israelite prophets 
were empowered to speak the truth . Balaam is 
an example of a foreign prophet who was also a 
true prophet (see Numbers 22–24) . He was called 
by the Moabite king Balak to curse the peo-
ple of Israel . However, Balaam insisted that he 
would only speak what the Lord revealed to him . 
Because of this, Balaam blessed Israel repeatedly 
instead of cursing them even once . 

What Do You Think?
How do the cautions of Matthew 24:4-5; Ephe-

sians 5:6; and/or 2 Timothy 3:13-16. help you 
heed the warning of Deuteronomy 18:20?

Digging Deeper
What other passages convict you in this regard?
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How faithfully did Israel carry out the com-
mand to put false prophets to death? Apparently 
not very well since false prophets seem to have 
become more prevalent after the nation divided in 
930 BC . Their number increased during the reign 
of wicked King Ahab of northern Israel (reigned 
874–853 BC), who promoted the worship of the 
false god Baal and his consort Asherah . The king 
encouraged prophets who claimed to speak for 
these deities, and so those prophets and their idol-
atry flourished . Elijah ordered those prophets put 
to death after the Lord’s triumph over the proph-
ets of Baal at Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18:19, 40) . 

False prophets tried to counter the message of 
Micaiah (1 Kings 22:5-28; see lesson 9) and stood 
in the way of prophets like Jeremiah (Jeremiah 
28) and Micah (Micah 3:5-8) . False prophets were 
allowed not only to live but were encouraged to 
advise! Their messages resulted in great damage 
to the spiritual welfare of God’s covenant people 
(compare Matthew 24:11) .

1 deadly ProPhets 1
The Bible witnesses to many who spoke at the 

genuine direction of God . These prophets spoke 
the truth and offered a clarion call to repentance . 
On the other hand, many self-anointed prophets 
throughout history have been little more than cult 
leaders who led unwitting admirers astray . 

An extreme example is Jim Jones of the so-called 
People’s Temple . He led 918 of his followers to 

commit suicide in Guyana in 1978 . Another exam-
ple is David Koresh . He confused his followers 
with his grandiose messianic claims, telling them 
that only he could interpret the Bible correctly . He 
died with 75 followers in the fiery destruction of 
the Branch Davidian compound in 1993 .

The followers of Jones and Koresh suffered 
greatly for having believed the instructions of 
their leaders . Neither of these false prophets had 
the best interests of their followers at heart .

Moses warned the people of Israel that they had 
to pay careful attention to what others would tell 
them . They were to discern whether what those 
purported prophets said was true . How do you 
guard yourself against falling prey to false teach-
ers? —C . R . B .

C. To Test Any Claim (vv. 21-22)
21. And if thou say in thine heart, How shall 

we know the word which the Lord hath not 
spoken? 

The question posed here and the accompanying 
answer (see Deuteronomy 18:22, below) addressed 
predictive prophecies by an alleged prophet . Of 
course, God could have openly, visibly identified 
a false prophet when such a charlatan came among 
the people . God could then have put the deceiver 
to death himself as God’s law required . But God 
has always desired that His people become spiritu-
ally mature and discerning . He wanted His people 
Israel to be able to “give the test” when necessary .

22. When a prophet speaketh in the name 
of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come 
to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath 
not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it pre-
sumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.

Although it would take some time and patience, 
the people could always recognize a false prophet 
if the thing spoken in the name of the Lord did 
not come to pass . It is important to add that just 
because an individual’s prediction does come true 
does not in and of itself validate that person as a 
true prophet of the Lord . This issue was addressed 
earlier by Moses, in Deuteronomy 13:1-5 (also see 
18:20b, above) . 

In the matter of predictive prophecy, the prob-
lem of course is when a prediction will not come 
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to pass for many years . If the prophecy fails to 
come true at the appointed time, the so-called 
prophet may have already died before his word 
could be judged . Thus he may have been able to 
gather a large following during life and to avoid 
judgment as a deceiver .

In that case, we can look at the alleged proph-
ets’ motives . Micah 3:5, which notes such proph-
ets declaring “peace” in one situation, then 
turning around and predicting “war”—whatever 
suits their agenda at the time . False prophets tend 
also to “go along with the crowds” in predicting 
what people want to hear (2 Kings 22:12-13; Jer-
emiah 6:14; 8:11; etc .) .

The verb be afraid occurs 10 times in the Old 
Testament . In 6 of those instances, it refers to fear 
of another human being (Numbers 22:3; Deu-
teronomy 1:17; 18:22; 32:27; 1 Samuel 18:15; Job 
19:29); 1 time for fear shown by fictitious gods 
(Job 41:25); 1 time for fear on behalf of a calf-
idol (Hosea 10:5); and 2 times as the reverence to 
be shown to the true God (Psalms 22:23; 33:8) . 
It is somewhat paradoxical, but it is our fear (rev-
erence) for the Lord that causes us not to fear 
(be terrified of) anything else—especially false 
prophets .

What Do You Think?
In what kinds of cases, if any, should you inter-

cede on behalf of someone who has spoken 
for God presumptuously? Why?

Digging Deeper
Does 1 Samuel 25:23-27 help you answer that 

question? Why, or why not?

Conclusion
A. Plan for the Future

The retirement of a trusted leader can be a 
time of great stress . If succession plans are not 
put into place or are not carried out with wisdom 
and integrity, the organization experiences undue 
stresses that can spell its demise . God did not 
want this for His people, and so Moses was given 
a word by which to reassure them that they would 
still be led by the Lord and His chosen prophets 
even after the 40-year tenure of Moses . 

That leadership had spanned two generations . 
Moses had taught the Israelites what they needed 
to know in living as God’s covenant people . Moses 
wanted to make certain that the people would not 
engage in practices that would enslave them to the 
gods of the peoples around them . He wanted the 
people to be delivered from those influences and 
fully committed to the Lord as their only God .

This is no less true for Christians . The apostle 
John gave this warning in Revelation 22:18-19:

Every man that heareth the words of the proph-
ecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book: And if any man shall take 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, 
God shall take away his part out of the book of 
life, and out of the holy city, and from the things 
which are written in this book .

Although “this book” signifies Revelation, it’s 
easy to imagine that the warning applies to the 
Bible’s 65 other books as well . The Scriptures pro-
vide the standard by which we are to evaluate any 
teaching we hear or read .
 .

What Do You Think?
What boundaries do Matthew 7:1-5, 15-20, and 

1 John 4:1-6 establish for you in applying 
today’s lesson?

Digging Deeper
Where are you weakest in that regard?

B. Prayer
Father, may we ever be grateful for Jesus, the 

ultimate fulfillment of the prophet to follow 
Moses—and more! Empower us to remain faith-
ful to Him . In Jesus’ name we pray . Amen .

C. Thought to Remember
God provides guidance for His people .

Visuals FOR THESE LESSONS

The visual pictured in each lesson (example: page 
238) is a small reproduction of a large, full-color 
poster included in the Adult Resources packet for 
the Spring 2021 Quarter. That packet also contains 
the very useful Presentation Tools CD for teacher 
use. Order No. 3629121 from your supplier.
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

___ 6 . At Horeb, the people had feared that, were 
they to hear the voice of the Lord again, 
they would (a) laugh; (b) die; (c) repent; 
(d) return to Egypt .

Have learners score their tests as you read 
today’s lesson text aloud . (Answers: 1–a; 2–a; 
3–c; 4–b; 5–c; 6–b .) After collecting the anon-
ymous tests, write the numerals 1 through 6 on 
the board vertically . Tally the number of right and 
wrong responses for each; use this as an indicator 
of where to emphasize Bible study .

Option. Following study of the Bible text, erase 
the board and administer the same test again 
with the same instructions and procedures . Tally 
the results to determine improvements in Bible 
knowledge .

Into Life
Form small groups and give to each a handout 

(you prepare) printed with this question: What are 
some ways to spot false teachers or false prophets in 
the church? Include on the handout the following 
Scripture and other resources you deem relevant: 
Zechariah 13:1-6; Matthew 7:15; 24:24; 1 Corin-
thians 12:28-29; 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 2 Timothy 4:3; 
1 John 4:1; Jude 17-19; Revelation 2:20; 22:14-15 .

Have groups present conclusions in ensuing 
whole-class discussion . Do so by rotating in a 
one-text-per-group fashion until all passages are 
addressed . (Option. If time is short, give each 
group at the outset only three or four texts, mak-
ing sure that all texts are covered .)

Wrap up by re-forming groups and challenging 
each to propose one or two guidelines for distin-
guishing true from false teaching today . Use the 
groups’ suggestions to create a comprehensive list 
in ensuing whole-class discussion .

Option. Distribute copies of the “Prophet to 
Come, Prophet Who Came” exercise from the 
activity page for learners to complete as indicated . 
Close with prayer .

Into the Lesson
Announce a 30-second silent brainstorm-

ing exercise: learners are individually to jot on 
paper some qualities of a good leader . After time 
is up, call for similar brainstorming regarding 
the qualities of an untrustworthy leader, again 
taking no more than 30 seconds . Compare and 
contrast results in whole-class discussion . Ana-
lyze whether certain attributes apply to leaders 
in a secular context but not in a church context 
and, vice versa .

Option or alternative . Before learners arrive, 
place at chairs copies of the “Significant Events, 
Surprising Leader” exercise from the activity page, 
which you can download . Participants can begin 
working on this as they arrive .

After discussing either or both of these activi-
ties, make a transition by saying, “It is important 
to follow good leaders who guide us through pos-
sible and impossible situations .” 

Into the Word
Distribute copies of the following closed-Bible 

pretest, one per participant . You may wish to 
reformat it or add to it . Say that you will collect 
the tests after learners score it themselves, but they 
are not to put their names on them .

Choices, Choices!
___ 1 . Another name for Sinai is (a) Horeb; 

(b) Mizpah; (c) Egypt; (d) Goshen .
___ 2 . The Lord promised to raise up a prophet 

like unto (a) Moses; (b) Isaiah; (c) Ezra; 
(d) Joel .

___ 3 . The fate of a false prophet was to be 
(a) imprison ed; (b) beaten; (c) executed; 
(d) excommunicated .

___ 4 . When encountering a false prophet, the 
people were not to react with (a) revenge; 
(b) fear; (c) cursing; (d) laughter .

___ 5 . The voice of the Lord at Horeb had been 
associated with (a) wind; (b) rain; (c) fire; 
(d) an eclipse of the sun .
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seven trumpets of rams’ horns: and the seventh 
day ye shall compass the city seven times, and the 
priests shall blow with the trumpets.

5 And it shall come to pass, that when they 
make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when 
ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people 
shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of 
the city shall fall down flat, and the people shall 
ascend up every man straight before him.
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that 
they rose early about the dawning of the day, and 
compassed the city after the same manner seven 
times: only on that day they compassed the city 
seven times.

16 And it came to pass at the seventh time, 
when the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua 
said unto the people, Shout; for the Lord hath 
given you the city.
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

20 So the people shouted when the priests blew 
with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when the 
people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the 
people shouted with a great shout, that the wall 
fell down flat, so that the people went up into 
the city, every man straight before him, and they 
took the city.

Joshua 5:13-15
13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by 

Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and, behold, there stood a man over against him 
with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua 
went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for 
us, or for our adversaries?

14 And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host 
of the Lord am I now come. And Joshua fell on 
his face to the earth, and did worship, and said 
unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant?

15 And the captain of the Lord’s host said unto 
Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua 
did so.

Joshua 6:1-5, 15-16, 20
1 Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of 

the children of Israel: none went out, and none 
came in.

2 And the Lord said unto Joshua, See, I have 
given into thine hand Jericho, and the king 
thereof, and the mighty men of valour.

3 And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of 
war, and go round about the city once. Thus shalt 
thou do six days.

4 And seven priests shall bear before the ark 

Devotional Reading: Hebrews 11:23-31
Background Scripture: Joshua 5:13–6:27
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The Lord said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty 

men of valour. —Joshua 6:2



Introduction
A. Preparing the Troops

On June 5, 1944, General Dwight D . Eisen-
hower addressed the Allied troops who were pre-
paring to take part in the D-Day invasion that 
would occur the following day . As Eisenhower 
walked among those troops, he knew that many 
of them would not survive the attack . He felt great 
responsibility for the deaths that would occur . But 
Eisenhower masked his own fears in order to alle-
viate that of the soldiers . “It’s very hard to look 
a soldier in the eye when you fear that you are 
sending him to his death,” Eisenhower said later . 
But it was important both to Eisenhower and to 
the men he addressed that he express his care and 
regard for them .

In today’s text the leader of the Israelites 
received a message from his “commander in chief,” 
the Lord, regarding the conquest of the promised 
land . As instructive as the example of Eisenhower 
was and is, that of the Lord to Joshua is immea-
surably greater .

B. Lesson Context
We think of Joshua’s role as a military com-

mander before that of being a prophet—if we 
think of him at all as a prophet . He is remem-
bered much more for his actions with the sword 
than for his proclamations of God’s messages to 
the Israelites .

But was Joshua a prophet? For one thing, he 
was Moses’ successor, and Moses was called “a 
Prophet” (Deuteronomy 18:15; see lesson 1) . Fur-
ther, God spoke through Joshua to give direc-
tions to Israel, and that is one characteristic of a 
prophet (Hebrews 1:1) . Joshua challenged the peo-
ple to put away their idols and commit themselves 
fully to the Lord (Joshua 23:1–24:28), a common 
task of prophets . And Joshua may be considered a 
prophetic fore runner of Christ . The names Joshua 
and Jesus both mean “the Lord is salvation .” As 
Joshua led ancient Israel into the promised land of 
Canaan, Jesus leads generations of God’s faithful 
people into the promised land of Heaven .

The first mention of Joshua in Scripture is in 
Exodus 17:8-16, a context not long after the exo-

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to:
1 . Describe how God prepared Joshua for his 

role in conquering the city of Jericho .
2 . Explain why the Lord used such an uncon-

ventional strategy for conquering a city .
3 . Develop a plan to take personal obedience 

to the Lord seriously .

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A . Preparing the Troops
 B . Lesson Context
 I. Special Message (Joshua 5:13-15)
 A . Joshua’s Caution (v . 13)
 B . Messenger’s Command (vv . 14-15)
   Take Off Your Shoes
 II. Sovereign Plan (Joshua 6:1-5)
 A . Jericho’s Status (v . 1)
 B . The Lord’s Strategy (vv . 2-5)
 III. Simple Obedience (Joshua 6:15-16, 20)
 A . Surrounding the City (vv . 15-16)
 B . Seizing the City (v . 20)
   Tearing Down Walls
Conclusion
 A . Follow Directions
 B . Prayer
 C . Thought to Remember
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dus and the parting of the Red Sea . So by the time 
of the events of today’s lesson text, Joshua had wit-
nessed many mighty works of God .

The book of Joshua begins with the Lord’s 
exhortations to Joshua following Moses’ death—
repeating several times the directive for Joshua 
to be strong and have courage in fulfilling his 
sacred duties (Joshua 1:6, 7, 9, 18) . Joshua had 
been assured of the Lord’s presence, just as the 
Lord had guided Moses (3:7) . God’s presence with 
Joshua also points to Joshua’s calling from God, 
an event that precedes a true prophet’s ministry . 
The book of Joshua goes on to trace the Israelite’s 
entry into the promised land (Joshua 1–5), con-
quests and settlements in it (chapters 6–21), and 
covenant renewal (chapters 22–24) . 

Christians have come to consider the book of 
Joshua to fit the category of “history” in the Old 
Testament’s 5-12-5-5-12 arrangement of its 39 
books (5 books of law, 12 of history, 5 of poetry, 5 
by major prophets, 12 by minor prophets) . But to 
Jewish readers the book of Joshua was part of the 
Former Prophets (along with Judges, 1 & 2 Sam-
uel, and 1 & 2 Kings) . Though the Former Proph-
ets are very different from Latter Prophets (like 
Isaiah or Hosea), these books are concerned with 
God’s guiding the people through His chosen 
leaders . The first such leader in this section being 
Joshua, followed by the judges, etc . The writer of 
the book is unknown, though it is likely he was a 
prophet or a priest himself .

Joshua 3–4 records how the Israelites crossed 
the Jordan River on dry land, much as the pre-
vious generation had crossed the Red Sea on dry 
land under Moses’ leadership . Following further 
spiritual preparation of the people—including cir-
cumcision of those men who had not been cir-
cumcised during the wandering in the wilderness 
(Joshua 5:2-9) and through the observance of the 

Passover (5:10)—the Israelites were almost ready 
for the task of conquering the promised land . 

I. Special Message
(Joshua 5:13-15)

A. Joshua’s Caution (v. 13)
13a. And it came to pass, when Joshua was 

by Jericho.
The city of Jericho was located about 10 miles 

northwest of the Dead Sea and 5 miles west of the 
Jordan River . Cities of antiquity were sited with 
three concerns in mind: access to water, access 
to trade routes, and defensibility . Jericho had all 
three . Because of nearby springs of water, the city 
was an oasis in the dry Jordan landscape . Jeri-
cho was also a strategic place to begin conquest of 
Canaan because of its proximity to trade routes . 
Jericho depended on its walls for defense, a focus 
of this lesson .

We should be careful not to confuse the Jericho 
of the Old Testament with the Jericho of the New 
Testament . Though called by the same name, the 
Jericho of Jesus’ day was located above the site of 
Old Testament city, the latter having been about 
800 feet below sea level .

13b. That he lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and, behold, there stood a man over against 
him with his sword drawn in his hand: and 
Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art 
thou for us, or for our adversaries?

Based on Joshua’s initial reaction to the appear-
ance of this armed man, there is no reason to 
think he looked extraordinary in any way . But 
putting two facts side by side yields an amazing 
scene: (1) Joshua’s question indicates his uncer-
tainty regarding whose side the man is on, yet 
(2) Joshua went unto this armed man anyway! The 
scene is therefore one of confidence in the protec-
tive presence of the Lord (see Lesson Context) . As 
to the answer to Joshua’s question, he was about 
to find out that the answer wasn’t a simple “us” 
or “them”!

B. Messenger’s Command (vv. 14-15)
14a. And he said, Nay; but as captain of the 

host of the Lord am I now come. 
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This individual was likely an angel of the Lord, 
perhaps the same one whom God had promised 
would go before His people to lead them into the 
promised land (Exodus 23:20-23) . The phrase 
“Lord of hosts” is familiar, appearing more than 
200 times in the Old Testament . But the normal 
order of the underlying Hebrew words is reversed 
here and in the verse that follows . Thus we have 
host of the Lord. The word host is used as a ref-
erence to an armed force (Judges 4:15; etc .) . The 
man’s identifying himself as captain reinforces the 
military overtones of his unsheathed sword and 
the armed force at his command (compare 1 Sam-
uel 12:9) .

The man does not give Joshua a straightforward 
endorsement of allegiance . Whether the man was 
for or against the Israelites depended upon their 
faithfulness and obedience to the Lord . 

14b. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, 
and did worship, and said unto him, What 
saith my lord unto his servant?

Angels, as created beings, do not accept wor-
ship (Revelation 19:10; 22:8) . Therefore the pos-
ture of worship Joshua adopted may have been 
intended only in a sense of indicating great 
respect, as very similar language is translated in 
Ruth 2:10; 1 Samuel 25:23; and 2 Samuel 14:22 .

Realizing that such a man would not show up 
just to chit-chat, Joshua’s question sought to get to 
the heart of the man’s errand immediately . Josh-
ua’s referring to himself as servant and to the man 
as my lord are two more indications of Joshua’s 
great respect for this messenger sent by God .

What Do You Think?
What’s the single most important thing your 

church needs to do better in order to hear and 
heed the Lord’s messages properly?

Digging Deeper
What will be your part in making that happen?

15. And the captain of the Lord’s host said 
unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; 
for the place whereon thou standest is holy. 
And Joshua did so.

The captain of the Lord’s host did not immedi-
ately reveal the nature of his visit . His directive 

echoes the scene of the burning bush episode 
involving Moses at Mount Horeb (Sinai) in Exo-
dus 3:4-5 . This incident provides another link 
between Moses as God’s prophet and Joshua as his 
legitimate successor (Deuteronomy 18:15; Joshua 
1:1-9; see lesson 1) . 

1 take off your shoes 1
When I decided it was time to visit the Holy 

Land, as it is referred to, I went as a skeptic . My 
initial frame of mind was that of criticism . I ques-
tioned the traditional designations of places iden-
tified with Jesus’ life and ministry . I also reacted 
against the building of shrines over some of those 
locations .

I was caught by surprise, however, when my 
trip turned into a spiritual pilgrimage! At some 
point, I found myself appreciating the land that 
gave birth to our faith . I was able to recognize it as 
holy because of what was done there by Jesus and 
others, like Joshua . One might say that I mentally 
removed my shoes in amazement at what God had 
done in that land . 

When was the last time you figuratively took 
off your shoes in reverence for what God has done 
in the place where you stand? —C . R . B .

What Do You Think?
Under what circumstances, if any, should you 

consider certain places to be holier than oth-
ers? Why?

Digging Deeper
What role should Deuteronomy 12:1-4; Acts 

7:30-33; Romans 14:5; and/or Colossians 
2:16 have in your answer?

II. Sovereign Plan
(Joshua 6:1-5)

A. Jericho’s Status (v. 1)
1. Now Jericho was straitly shut up because 

of the children of Israel: none went out, and 
none came in.

This note interrupts the captain’s conversation 
with Joshua briefly (see Joshua 5:15, above) . In so 
doing, it reveals part the “defensibility” aspect of 
Jericho (see Lesson Context) . The fact that none 
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went out, and none went in speaks not only to the 
city’s ability to control access but also to the reason 
for the heightened security measures: the threat 
posed by the children of Israel . 

Joshua had previously sent two spies into the 
city to assess the situation there . And although 
they had gained entrance, one or more alert mem-
bers of the populace had informed authorities not 
only of the intrusion itself but also where the spies 
were located . Under protection from Rahab, the 
spies had learned that the city was in a state of 
panic because of reports of what the Lord had done 
to the kings east of the Jordan River (Joshua 2) . 

B. The Lord’s Strategy (vv. 2-5)
2. And the Lord said unto Joshua, See, I 

have given into thine hand Jericho, and the 
king thereof, and the mighty men of valour.

Surprisingly, the Lord himself, not the captain 
of the Lord’s host, addressed Joshua . This could 
indicate either (1) that the captain prepared Joshua 
for the Lord to arrive on the scene or (2) that the 
Lord had chosen first to introduce himself as cap-
tain of the host before identifying himself more 
fully . Either would be in keeping with ways that 
God had interacted with great men in the past 
(compare Genesis 18:1-2; Exodus 3:1-4) .

The description of the forthcoming conquest 
of Jericho in terms of its king and mighty men of 
valour reassured Joshua that the victory would be 
complete; it was to be a decisive win for Israel . 
Neither king nor soldiers would escape . We 
should not that the Lord did not say “I will give,” 
but I have given . The victory is so assured that He 
spoke of it as already having happened (compare 
Joshua 8:1; 10:8) .

The promised land was a gift from God to Israel 
(Numbers 13:1, 2; Deuteronomy 4:21; 6:23; 8:10) . 
They had done nothing to earn or deserve such 
a gift; it was a demonstration of God’s gracious 
treatment of them as His covenant people (7:7-
9) . Because of this fact, their life in the land was 
to be different from that of the nations they dis-
possessed . That could happen only with a “clean 
sweep” (see Deuteronomy 7:1-6) . God’s assured 
victory in Jericho was to be indicative of the sort 
of military campaigns the people should plan on . 

3. And ye shall compass the city, all ye men 
of war, and go round about the city once. Thus 
shalt thou do six days.

Because God was the giver of the land, His 
instructions for taking the land had to be fol-
lowed . Here He began to outline His strategy 
for conquering Jericho . Merely circling a city was 
not an efficient military tactic, especially without 
being part of a larger plan to lay siege or attack 
outright . It could however heighten the fear the 
people inside were already feeling . But it could 
also lose the element of surprise, as Joshua effec-
tively used later (Joshua 8:10-29; 10:6-11) . Perhaps 
the latter was the Lord’s intent so that the Israel-
ites would realize that the victory was solely by 
His might, not theirs .

One estimate of the circumference of Jericho 
was approximately 2,000 feet, or just over one 
third of a mile . The marching would not take 
place right next to the wall, of course, lest the Isra-
elites be in danger of arrows . A safe distance might 
therefore require a walk of a mile or more . 

According to the military census in Num-
bers 26:1-2, 51, there were 601,730 Israelite men 
able to bear arms . The amount of time the march 
would take depended on the width of the march-
ing formation and the speed of the pace .

4. And seven priests shall bear before the ark 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns: and the seventh 
day ye shall compass the city seven times, and 
the priests shall blow with the trumpets.
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Unlike other nations, military success in Israel 
didn’t depend on numbers, technology, or skill . 
Rather, it depended on the Lord’s presence . The 
ark would symbolize that presence . But to trust in 
the symbolism without actually being led by the 
Lord was a recipe for disaster (example: 1 Samuel 
4) . Obeying God was the key to victory . 

Other verses make clear that the priests 
marched on the first six days as well (Joshua 6:13-
14, not in our printed text) . The deviation from 
the pattern of the six days marked the fact that the 
seventh day would bring a different result .

Armies need ways to communicate, and the 
trumpets of curved rams’ horns served that pur-
pose here . Use of trumpets for other communica-
tion purposes are seen in Leviticus 25:9; 1 Kings 
1:34; 2 Kings 9:13; and Psalm 81:3 . Trumpets 
made from different material are seen in Num-
bers 10:1-10 .

5. And it shall come to pass, that when they 
make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and 
when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all 
the people shall shout with a great shout; and 
the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and 
the people shall ascend up every man straight 
before him.

After days of hearing only shorter blasts of 
horns, the long blast on the seventh day would 
probably feel like a grand celebration for Israel . 
The shouts of all the people in combination with 
that blast would precede the Lord’s bringing down 
the wall of the city. No other military action would 
be necessary for God to raze Jericho’s defenses . For 
every man to go in straight before him would ensure 
they did not get in each other’s way . 

What Do You Think?
What’s the single most important thing you can 

do today to hold yourself accountable to act-
ing as the Lord desires?

Digging Deeper
Which single Scripture passage convicts you 

most in this regard? Why?

Joshua 6:6-14 (not in our printed text) records 
the obedience of the people, the priests, and the 
armed men to Joshua’s orders . Emphasized within 

these verses is his command for the people to 
remain completely silent until the time to shout . 
Only the priests’ horns were to be heard .

III. Simple Obedience
(Joshua 6:15-16, 20)

A. Surrounding the City (vv. 15-16)
15-16. And it came to pass on the seventh 

day, that they rose early about the dawning of 
the day, and compassed the city after the same 
manner seven times: only on that day they 
compassed the city seven times. And it came to 
pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew 
with the trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, 
Shout; for the Lord hath given you the city.

The people obeyed everything that Joshua told 
them from the Lord, with no deviations (see 
Joshua 6:12-14) . At this time they continued to 
obey as the procedure changed as noted .

Joshua spoke again as though the Lord had 
already given them Jericho . This city was being 
conquered through God’s power, not through 
Israel’s greatness or might . Though it had not yet 
happened, it was as good as accomplished .

What Do You Think?
Under what circumstances, if any, should Chris-

tians accept credit for something? Why?
Digging Deeper
How do texts such as Daniel 4:19-37; John 

5:44; 8:54; Acts 12:20-23; 1 Corinthians 3:6; 
11:1; and 15:9-11 help frame your answer?

Joshua 6:17 (not in our printed text) contains a 
reminder to spare Rahab and her family because 
of her protecting the spies previously (see Joshua 
2) . Everything else in the city was dedicated to 
destruction . No treasure or possession was to be 
spared for any reason (6:18-21) .

The importance of following directions applied 
not only to the conquest of Canaan but was to 
be a central feature of Israelite faith henceforth . 
It was to be the key not only to conquering the 
land but also keeping it . The key to remaining in 
the land would never be found in military might, 
economic strength, or by mastering the tactics of 
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international diplomacy . It would be found only 
in continuing to recognize the land as a gift from 
God and honoring Him as the giver in every phase 
of life . To fail in this regard was a guarantee that 
no matter how powerful the army or how strong 
the economy, the Israelites would surely forfeit the 
gift God had given them .

B. Seizing the City (v. 20)
20. So the people shouted when the priests 

blew with the trumpets: and it came to pass, 
when the people heard the sound of the trum-
pet, and the people shouted with a great shout, 
that the wall fell down flat, so that the people 
went up into the city, every man straight before 
him, and they took the city.

The people once again followed every command 
the Lord had given to Joshua (compare Joshua 6:2-
5, above) . Although we wonder how many people 
went up into the city after the wall fell down flat, no 
record was made . While arguing from silence is 
often unconvincing, we may guess that numbers 
are not given because they were not the key to vic-
tory . God’s power was .

What Do You Think?
What mental and spiritual guardrails should we 

have in place before concluding that the mis-
fortunes of unbelievers are God’s doing?

Digging Deeper
How does distinguishing between what God 

causes and what He permits aid your answer?

1 tearing doWn Walls 1
A wall can have a powerful significance beyond 

its mere physical presence . The Berlin Wall is a 
prime example, since it represented the tense 
relation ship between the United States and the 
Soviet Union during the Cold War . In 1987, 
amidst political upheaval in the Eastern Bloc and 
in the Soviet Union, U .S . President Reagan chal-
lenged the Soviet leader: “Mr . Gorbachev, tear 
down this wall!” Two years later, the Berlin Wall 
came down, and a powerful symbol of fear and 
division disappeared .

Ancient Jericho relied on a wall surrounding 

the city to protect its inhabitants from invaders . 
As individuals, many of us have built walls in our 
hearts and minds for a similar purpose: to protect 
our self-esteem, to guard against challenges to our 
prejudices, etc . 

Often such walls end up destroying our relation-
ships with family members and friends . Sometimes 
those walls are so strong that only the power of 
God can break them down . What walls have you 
built in your heart that need to be torn down?

 —C . R . B .

Conclusion
A. Follow Directions

Consider the faith required to trust and obey 
God’s directions for conquering the city of Jeri-
cho (Hebrews 11:30) . When first hearing the plan, 
many Israelites may have thought What kind of 
strategy is this? Who conquers a city with such a bat-
tle plan? The answer: God does, and His people do 
so by faith in Him .

God’s bizarre (to human thinking) plan had 
an important spiritual lesson to teach the Israel-
ites: Receiving the promised land could only be 
accomplished on God’s terms . The people were 
not to compromise, ignore, or tweak the terms 
in any way . Even though the commands of God 
were unconventional, those commands were to 
be obeyed . 

Christians do well to remember that God’s 
commands are still meant to be obeyed without 
equivocating . Though Christians may disagree 
about some particulars, we know from Jesus that 
our first command is to love the Lord (Mark 
12:30), and loving Him involves obedience (John 
14:15) . May we obey everything the Lord has 
revealed to us that we may receive His blessings!

B. Prayer
Father, thank You for leading us with Your 

Word and Your Spirit . May they strengthen our 
obedience to You! In Jesus’ name we pray . Amen .

C. Thought to Remember
Victory follows obedience 

to the Lord .
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson
Ask learners to name TV shows they like that 

feature a main character who always comes out on 
top by using unusual, improvised methods and/or 
devices . If learners are slow in responding, don’t be 
hasty in filling the silence with an example—let 
them think for a while . If learners need an exam-
ple after 15 seconds of silence, you can mention 
MacGyver and/or similar shows .

Discuss why such shows are attractive . After 
discussion, lead into the Bible study by saying, 
“The book of Joshua offers multiple accounts that 
are as dramatic as such TV shows, and more so! 
Let’s see what just one of its episodes can teach us 
in the twenty-first century .”

Into the Word
Option . As a preface to the activity in the para-

graph below, distribute to study pairs copies of the 
“Strategies and Tactics” exercise from the activity 
page, which you can download . Assign one text 
per pair to complete as indicated . Use discoveries 
to compare and contrast with the conquest of Jer-
icho as the Bible study proceeds .

If you have exactly 11 class members, assign one 
verse of today’s text to each . If you have more than 
11 class member, assign the 11 verses and dupli-
cate some assignments . If you have fewer than 11 
class members, assign the 11 verses by giving some 
participants two or three verses .

Announce that the class will be drawing 
today’s true story in a sequence of panels . Assure 
your learners that artistic talent (or lack thereof) 
doesn’t matter . Distribute supplies appropriate to 
the task and ask learners to take only one minute 
per panel to draw their assigned text(s) . For learn-
ers who are overly self-conscious about their lack 
of artistic ability, say that they can use words to 
describe their assigned verse, without using words 
of the verse itself (a text-only example for Joshua 
6:20 might be “Hooray, we won!”) .

Once all the panels are finished, collect them 
and shuffle . Then affix them randomly to the 
board in a horizontal line and ask learners to 
make suggestions for putting them in the proper 
order . (Rule: No one is allowed to comment on 
the placement of the picture he or she drew .)

If you used the optional activity to begin this 
section of the lesson, do a final compare and con-
trast between the account of the conquest of Jer-
icho and those of the four entries on the activity 
page handout .

Into Life
Ask the group to state spiritual preparations 

they see in today’s text and related texts regard-
ing spiritual preparations to the victory at Jericho . 
Within the lesson text itself, expect learners to 
mention the worship of Joshua 5:14 and the hon-
oring of holy ground in 5:15 .

Option. To see the lesson in its wider context, 
ask learners to note how and why victory at Jericho 
was followed by the defeat described in Joshua 7 . 
Expect responses certainly to include the secret sin 
of Achan . But learners also may note that there is 
no record of Joshua’s having prayed to seek the 
Lord’s blessing before that battle; instead, he relied 
on the advice of humans (Joshua 7:1-5) .

Next, give each participant a blank index card 
and challenge them to write on it one area in 
which they intend to take personal obedience to 
the Lord more seriously in the week ahead—and 
indicate how they will do so . Allow one minute for 
private thought on this task . Suggest that learners 
post their cards where they will see them daily in 
the week ahead . 

Option. If you wish to weave into this task the 
subject of spiritual disciplines, distribute copies 
of the “Discipline Deficiency” exercise from the 
activity page . Use of this exercise in study pairs 
may result in accountability partnerships being 
formed .
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be kindled against this place, and shall not be 
quenched.

18 But to the king of Judah which sent you 
to enquire of the Lord, thus shall ye say 

to him, Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, As touching the words which 

thou hast heard;
19 Because thine heart was ten-

der, and thou hast humbled thy-
self before the Lord, when thou 
heardest what I spake against 
this place, and against the 
inhabitants thereof, that they 
should become a desolation and 
a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, 

and wept before me; I also have 
heard thee, saith the Lord.
20 Behold therefore, I will gather 

thee unto thy fathers, and thou shalt 
be gathered into thy grave in peace; and 

thine eyes shall not see all the evil which I will 
bring upon this place. And they brought the 
king word again.

2 Kings 22:14-20
14 So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and 

Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asahiah, went 
unto Huldah the prophetess, the wife of 
Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son 
of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe; 
(now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the 
college;) and they communed 
with her.

15 And she said unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, Tell the man that sent 
you to me,

16 Thus saith the Lord, 
Behold, I will bring evil upon 
this place, and upon the inhabit-
ants thereof, even all the words of 
the book which the king of Judah 
hath read:

17 Because they have forsaken me, 
and have burned incense unto other gods, that 
they might provoke me to anger with all the 
works of their hands; therefore my wrath shall 

Devotional Reading: Psalm 25:1-10
Background Scripture: 2 Kings 22

Prophet of
Wisdom

March 21
Lesson 3 (KJV)

Key Verse
Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled thyself before the Lord, when thou heardest what I 

spake against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, that they should become a desolation and a curse, 
and hast rent thy clothes, and wept before me; I also have heard thee, saith the Lord. —2 Kings 22:19
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Introduction
A. The Source Matters

The Information Age in which we live is a 
 double- edge sword: the massive amount of useful 
information is accompanied by massive amounts 
of factual errors and bias . Which customer review 
is the reliable guide to booking a hotel room or 
trying a new restaurant? Which news network 
should you count on as being the most trust-
worthy? To what commentators and analysts 
do you turn to make unbiased sense of current 
events? What source of information can be trusted 
above all others?

In the lesson text for this week, we encounter 
a young king who was faced with similar ques-
tions . His decision is still instructive after many 
centuries .

B. Lesson Context
The events recorded in this week’s text took 

place in the days of Josiah, king of Judah (reigned 
640–609 BC) . He was a godly king known for 
his tireless attempts to purify Judah’s worship 
and the temple (2 Kings 22:1–23:25; 2 Chroni-
cles 34:1–35:19) . 

In the years preceding Josiah’s rise to the 
throne, the kings of Judah had vacillated between 
devotion to the Lord and to idols . Josiah’s great-
grandfather Hezekiah (reigned 724–695 BC) had 
instituted a set of religious reforms in Judah that 
were intended to restore proper worship of the 
Lord (2 Chronicles 29–31) . But gross unfaithful-
ness to the God of Israel characterized the reign 
of Hezekiah’s son Manasseh (694–642 BC) . 
He rebuilt pagan worship shrines his father had 
destroyed . Manasseh encouraged worship of the 
Baals as well as that of the sun, moon, and stars 
(example: 2 Kings 23:11) . Manasseh went so far as 
to offer his son in child sacrifice and built pagan 
altars within the Lord’s temple itself (2 Kings 21:1-
18) . Late in his reign, Manasseh repented of his sin 
(2 Chronicles 33:10-17) . But his former evil con-
tributed directly in Judah’s ultimate destruction 
and exile (2 Kings 21:10-16; 23:26; 24:3-4) .

Josiah’s father, Amon (reigned 642–640 BC), 
returned to the idolatry that characterized the 

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to:
1 . Identify the two major parts of Huldah’s 

prophetic message .
2 . Explain the key verse (2 Kings 22:19) in 

light of the text’s spiritual principles .
3 . Pray for seven national leaders by name in 

the week ahead, one each day .

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A . The Source Matters
 B . Lesson Context
 I. A Word Sought (2 Kings 22:14)
 A . The Delegation (v . 14a)
 B . The Prophetess (v . 14b)
   Where Do You Go for Wisdom?
 II. A Word for Jerusalem (2 Kings 22:15-17)
 A . Judgment Is Coming (vv . 15-16)
 B . Judgment Is Deserved (v . 17)
 III. A Word for the King (2 Kings 22:18-20)
 A . God Heard (vv . 18-19)
   A Humble Leader
 B . God Will Act (v . 20)
Conclusion
 A . Responding in Faith
 B . Prayer
 C . Thought to Remember

Prophets Faithful to
 God’s Covenant

Unit 1: Faithful Prophets
Lessons 1–4
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earlier years of Manasseh . King Amon was assas-
sinated in a palace coup after a two-year reign, 
and the “people of the land” made his 8-year-old 
son Josiah king in his place (2 Kings 21:19-26; 
2 Chronicles 33:20-25) .

Godly advisers among Judah’s aristocracy 
apparently influenced Josiah . Some are named in 
today’s text . Other godly contemporaries included 
well-known prophets . Zephaniah, a descendant 
of King Hezekiah, prophesied during the reign 
of Josiah (Zephaniah 1:1) . Jeremiah’s prophetic 
ministry began in the thirteenth year of Josiah 
(Jeremiah 1:1-2), five years before this event . No 
doubt their ministries were an impetus in Josiah’s 
reforms leading up to these events . The result was 
that when Josiah was 16 years old, “he began to 
seek after the God of David his father” (2 Chron-
icles 34:3) . In the twelfth year of Josiah’s reign, 
he began to purge the land of pagan idols and 
shrines (34:3-7) .

About six years later, King Josiah ordered a ren-
ovation of the temple (2 Kings 22:3) . The Book of 
the Law was found within the temple in the pro-
cess (22:8) . Scholars disagree regarding the exact 
identity of the book that was found . Some believe 
it was a copy of the entire Law of Moses (the 
first five books of the Old Testament, otherwise 
known as the Pentateuch) . Others believe it was 
only the book of Deuteronomy or some portion of 
it . Sometime in the previous decades during the 
reigns of wicked Manasseh and Amon, the Book 
of the Law had been lost and forgotten . Or per-
haps idolatrous priests intentionally “misplaced” 
it in order to hide the guilt of their own apostasy .

When Shaphan reported to Josiah on the pro-
cess of the repair project, Shaphan also alerted the 
king to the discovery of the book . Given Josiah’s 
reaction of distress to what he heard read from 
that book (see 2 Kings 22:11), Deuteronomy may 
well have been the book’s identity; it detailed the 
punishments Israel would suffer if the people 
failed to keep the covenant .

These curses would culminate in exile from 
the land (Deuteronomy 29:25-28) . Realizing the 
guilt of Judah, Josiah commissioned a delegation 
to inquire of the Lord concerning the wrath that 
the king feared would soon be visited on him and 

his kingdom (2 Kings 22:12-13) . A description of 
the nature of that delegation is how today’s les-
son text opens .

I. A Word Sought
(2 Kings 22:14)

A. The Delegation (v. 14a)
14a. So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and 

Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asahiah. 
The word so introduces the first action taken as 

a result of King Josiah’s order in 2 Kings 22:12-
13 . That first action is the forming of the delega-
tion . Seven men bear the name Hilkiah in the Old 
Testament . The one here was not only a priest, but 
was “the high priest” (22:4, 8) . 

Ahikam was a son of the scribe Shaphan 
(2 Kings 22:12) . Members of this family seem to 
have been devout followers of the Lord, as borne 
out later (see Jeremiah 26:24; 29:1-3; 36:10-12; 
39:14) . Achbor, another official in Josiah’s court, 
was the father of Elnathan, who became an offi-
cial in the court of King Jehoiakim, Josiah’s son 
(Jeremiah 26:22; 36:11-12, 24-25) . Asahiah was 
earlier designated as a “servant of the king’s” 
(2 Kings 22:12) .

What Do You Think?
Under what circumstances in the church should 

you act as a messenger between two parties? 
When should you not?

Digging Deeper
What circumstances call for face to face con-

versation rather than text messages?

B. The Prophetess (v. 14b)
14b. Went unto Huldah the prophetess, the 

wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son 
of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe; (now she 
dwelt in Jerusalem in the college;) and they 
communed with her.

Huldah the prophetess appears elsewhere only in 
the parallel account to this event in 2 Chronicles 
34:22-28 (although name spellings differ there) . 
Nothing more is known about her except what 
is given in these two accounts . Jewish tradition 
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holds that she and Jehoiada the priest were both 
buried in Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 24:15-16), an 
honor reserved for those of King David’s family . 
This bolsters the impression that the delegation 
felt no hesitation in consulting Huldah . Com-
muned with refers simply to a conversation, not to 
a meal or to a religious ceremony .

Although female prophets in Israel were rarer 
than male ones, Huldah’s role is not without prec-
edent in the Old Testament . Miriam (Exodus 
15:20), Deborah (Judges 4:4), and the unnamed 
wife of Isaiah (Isaiah 8:3) precede her in being 
designated prophetess (contrast Nehemiah 6:14) . 

Huldah’s husband, Shallum, may have been 
Jeremiah’s uncle (Jeremiah 32:7) . The dwelling of 
this husband and wife in the college is uncertain in 
location, but it likely indicates a particular quarter 
of Jerusalem . Elsewhere in this book, the under-
lying Hebrew word for “college” is translated “sec-
ond” (2 Kings 23:4; 25:18) .

1 Where do you go for Wisdom? 1
In my early 20s, I enjoyed going to my small 

town’s only grocery store and listening to the older 
men’s conversation . I expected wisdom, but often I 
heard only complaints about the changing world . 
I would laugh to myself about this ongoing theme . 
Now I’m the age that some of those fellows were, 
and I sometimes find myself thinking as they did . 
As we age, we are tempted to idealize “the good 
old days” and become negative about the present .

The delegation in today’s text could have gone 
to the ancient equivalent of the small-town gro-
cery store to bemoan their times . Instead, they 
sought counsel with Huldah, who could give them 
a word from the Lord . When you face change, do 
you reinforce your negative thinking by consulting 
with cynics of like mind, or do you find wisdom by 
seeking guidance from the Lord? —C . R . B .

II. A Word for Jerusalem
(2 Kings 22:15-17)

A. Judgment Is Coming (vv. 15-16)
15. And she said unto them, Thus saith the 

Lord God of Israel, Tell the man that sent you 
to me. 

Huldah begins her response with the pro-
phetic formula thus saith the Lord . Her use of this 
phrase, which occurs more than 400 times in the 
Old Testament, marks her as a true prophet (see 
2 Kings 22:16, 18-19, below) . Adding God of Israel 
emphasized the Lord’s sovereignty over the nation 
and His relationship to it . God chose to associate 
himself with Israel specifically . Though this fact 
should have had implications for how the people 
behaved, this did not often play out in reality . 

Huldah’s referring to King Josiah as the man 
that sent you to me created space between the king 
and herself . Though he was powerful, she was 
the one who had heard a true word from God to 
share . Her words reminded the delegation that 
Josiah was merely a man who, like all people, was 
subject to God’s reign .

16. Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring 
evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants 
thereof, even all the words of the book which 
the king of Judah hath read.

By using the prophetic formula thus saith the 
Lord a second time, Huldah emphasized that her 
words came from the Lord, not from her own con-
victions . The word behold marks the beginning 
of the words God spoke through Huldah . Its use 
in Old Testament prophecy typically introduces 
God’s dramatic intervention in threat or promise 
(example: 1 Kings 11:31) . 

March 21 ■ 252 ■  Prophet of Wisdom

HOW TO SAY IT
 Achbor Ak-bor .
 Ahikam Uh-high-kum .
 Asahiah As-uh-hye-uh .
 Elnathan El-nay-thun .
 Harhas Har-haz .
 Hezekiah Hez-ih-kye-uh .
 Hilkiah Hill-kye-uh .
 Huldah Hul-duh .
 Jehoiada Jee-hoy-uh-duh .
 Jehoiakim Jeh-hoy-uh-kim .
 Jeroboam Jair-uh-boe-um .
 Josiah Jo-sigh-uh .
 Shallum Shall-um .
 Shaphan Shay-fan .
 Tikvah Tick-vuh .



The first part of Huldah’s oracle (continued 
in 2 Kings 22:17, next) concerned Judah in gen-
eral plus Jerusalem and/or its temple (this place) in 
particular (compare 1 Kings 8:29-30, 35; 2 Kings 
22:17-20; Jeremiah 7:20) . In the context at hand, 
it most likely indicates Jerusalem in general since 
the destruction of the temple without concurrent 
destruction of the city wouldn’t make sense . 

As great as King Josiah’s desire was to spare 
his nation, he could not save Judah from coming 
judgment . Thus, Huldah indicated that Josiah’s 
worst fears were justified (see 2 Kings 22:13) . 
Moses had warned that destruction would come if 
the Israelites were disobedient to the Lord (exam-
ple: Deuteronomy 28:15-68) . Later prophets based 
their judgment oracles on warnings found in the 
Law of Moses (examples: Jeremiah 6:16-19; Amos 
2:4-5) . Josiah may have heard these calamities 
read straight out of Deuteronomy 28:15-68 (see 
2 Kings 22:10-11) . Even if he heard some other 
text, the curses would be very similar to those of 
Deuteronomy 28 .

The Hebrew word indicating that the Lord 
was about to bring evil does not refer to moral 
evil . Instead, it should be understood as physical 
harm or affliction (Genesis 31:52; Psalm 34:19) 
or similar . This announcement of coming judg-
ment through calamity echoes earlier announce-
ments against the dynasties of the wicked kings 
Jeroboam (1 Kings 14:10-11) and Ahab (21:20-
22) . It also parallels the indictment in 2 Kings 
21:10-15 that was delivered by prophets in the 
days of Josiah’s grandfather Manasseh .

What Do You Think?
How would you respond to someone who pro-

poses that a certain modern disaster was due 
to the sin of those affected by it?

Digging Deeper
Under what circumstances should you work 

Luke 13:1-5 into the discussion?

B. Judgment Is Deserved (v. 17)
17. Because they have forsaken me, and 

have burned incense unto other gods, that 
they might provoke me to anger with all the 

works of their hands; therefore my wrath shall 
be kindled against this place, and shall not be 
quenched.

Judah’s having forsaken God for idols would 
result in punishment . What Moses had warned 
about (Deuteronomy 28:20; 29:25; 31:16-17), 
Huldah recognized as forthcoming reality in 
Judah . Jeremiah also cited Judah’s having burned 
incense unto other gods as evidence of their idola-
try; that was the means by which the nation pro-
voked the Lord’s anger (Jeremiah 1:16; 19:4; 44:3, 
8) . Both the idols and the sacrifices offered to the 
idols were works of their hands . Tragically humor-
ous is Isaiah 44:19:

None considereth in his heart, neither is there 
knowledge nor understanding to say, I have burned 
part of it in the fire; yea, also I have baked bread 
upon the coals thereof; I have roasted flesh, and 
eaten it: and shall I make the residue thereof an 
abomination? shall I fall down to the stock of a tree?

God’s anger was abundantly justified since it 
had been provoked by intentional human rebel-
lion; this had happened so often that the limits 
of the Lord’s patience were exceeded . Zephaniah 
indicated that Judah was rotten to the core (Zeph-
aniah 3:6-8) . The fire of God’s judgment was kin-
dled, and it would not be quenched .

What Do You Think?
What can you do to ensure that a hobby or 

favorite activity doesn’t become an idol?
Digging Deeper
What Scripture texts help you most in doing so? 

Why?

III. A Word for the King
(2 Kings 22:18-20)

A. God Heard (vv. 18-19)
18a. But to the king of Judah which sent you 

to enquire of the Lord, thus shall ye say to him, 
Huldah’s message of judgment against Judah 

was not the final word . Whereas she had previ-
ously identified Josiah simply as “the man that 
sent you to me” (2 Kings 22:15, above), she here 
identified him specifically as the king of Judah. 
This description highlighted Josiah’s leadership 

Lesson 3 (KJV) ■ 253 ■  March 21



role . The Hebrew behind the phrase enquire of 
the Lord occurs only six times in the Old Testa-
ment, always in context of great seriousness (here 
and Genesis 25:22; 1 Kings 22:8; Ezekiel 20:1; 
2 Chronicles 16:12; 22:9) . 

18b. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, As 
touching the words which thou hast heard.

The prophetess once again used the prophetic 
formula thus saith the Lord God (see 2 Kings 22:16, 
above) to reinforce that her words came from 
God . This repetition emphasized the Lord’s spe-
cial relationship with all of Israel . 

19. Because thine heart was tender, and thou 
hast humbled thyself before the Lord, when 
thou heardest what I spake against this place, 
and against the inhabitants thereof, that they 
should become a desolation and a curse, and 
hast rent thy clothes, and wept before me; I also 
have heard thee, saith the Lord.

When Shaphan read the law to Josiah, the king 
was shaken to his core . He had torn his clothes 
to signify his grief (2 Kings 22:11) . That was an 
appropriate response to the words of the scroll that 
announced that Jerusalem would become a desola-
tion and a curse . God had heard Josiah and had 
seen his weeping and the state of his heart . So God 
had decided to honor the king’s humble and con-
trite response (compare Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12) . 

Moses had described such repentance as a pre-
requisite for the Lord’s restoring Israel after it fell 
under His judgment (Leviticus 26:40-42) . Such 

humble repentance had led God to delay the 
demise of Ahab’s dynasty (1 Kings 21:29), to post-
pone judgment in the days of Hezekiah (2 Chron-
icles 32:26), and to restore Josiah’s grandfather 
Manasseh (2 Chronicles 33:10-13) . The New Tes-
tament highlights the centrality of humility and 
repentance before God (examples: Matthew 18:4; 
James 4:6, 10; 1 Peter 5:5) .

What Do You Think?
What characteristics of humility should be most 

evident in your daily walk with Christ?
Digging Deeper
Is humility best understood in light of opposites 

such as pride or arrogance as described in 
Romans 1:28-32; James 4:16; 2 Peter 2:10, 
18? Why, or why not?

The prophetic formula saith the Lord under-
scores that God has honored the king’s contrition . 
Its repetition throughout Huldah’s prophecy does 
more than just legitimize her as a spokesperson 
for God . It also gave the king’s delegation confi-
dence to repeat to the king what they had learned, 
knowing that the prophecy was reliable .

1 a humble leader 1
A colleague and I once moderated a church’s 

congregational meeting concerning whether the 
minister should resign or be fired . We arrived to 
see a congregation self-destructing . Tempers were 
flaring; voices were raised in anger . In the heat 
of the meeting, the minister declared that if he 
received 50 .1 percent of the vote, he would stay . 

My colleague and I concluded that the minis-
ter’s pride had become a key factor in the church’s 
troubles . We asked for a recess and talked privately 
with him . He acknowledged that his staying would 
split the church and mar its witness in the commu-
nity . Reluctantly, he decided to resign .

Many kings of Israel and Judah paid little heed 
to God’s Word because they were so impressed 
with themselves . By contrast, Josiah was a model 
of humble leadership . He placed God and the wel-
fare of his nation before himself, and God blessed 
him as a result . What steps can you take to humble 
yourself for the good of God’s people? —C . R . B .
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Visual for Lesson 3. Point to this visual as you ask 
learners to name modern actions that are equiva-
lent to Josiah’s tearing of his clothing (verse 19).



B. God Will Act (v. 20)
20a. Behold therefore, I will gather thee unto 

thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered into thy 
grave in peace; and thine eyes shall not see all 
the evil which I will bring upon this place. 

The final use of behold emphasized Huldah’s 
climactic statement to the king and invited con-
trast with its previous use in 2 Kings 22:16, above . 
The Lord would honor the king by protecting 
him from the punishment coming against Judah . 
The phrase I will gather thee unto thy fathers is a 
variation on the formula “[name] slept with his 
fathers” as used throughout 1 and 2 Kings (exam-
ples: 1 Kings 2:10; 11:43; 15:24; 2 Kings 16:20; 
20:21) . The king would not experience the evil (see 
on 2 Kings 22:16, above) that God would bring 
on the temple, Jerusalem, and Judah .

The phrase thou shalt be gathered into thy grave 
in peace may seem to contradict what we know 
about Josiah’s death in battle (2 Kings 23:29-30) . 
But the idea is that Josiah would die at peace with 
God . He would not personally witness what the 
words of the book anticipated and what Huldah 
confirmed: the devastating destruction of Jerusa-
lem and of the temple at the hands of the Babylo-
nians in 586 BC (2 Kings 25) .

The message of God through Huldah con-
firmed anew His righteousness, faithfulness, and 
mercy . God would be faithful to the word He had 
uttered centuries before when He warned Israel of 
the penalties that would result from unfaithful-
ness to the covenant . 

What Do You Think?
What would you say to a fellow Christian who 

fully expects to escape all consequences God 
may visit on the idolatrous culture around us?

Digging Deeper
Which biblical precedents back you up?

20b. And they brought the king word again.
The message of the prophetess and the words of 

the book resulted in Josiah’s convening the nation 
for a covenant renewal ceremony . He also enacted 
further measures to cleanse the temple and the 
land from elements of idolatry (2 Kings 23:1-25; 
2 Chronicles 34:29-33) . 

Judah was spared while Josiah was alive . But 
after his death, Judah returned to evil ways and 
experienced the promised curses: the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem and the temple at the hands of 
Nebuchadnezzar as well as the exile in Babylon 
(2 Kings 23:31–25:21) .

Conclusion
A. Responding in Faith

The events recorded in 2 Kings 22 highlight 
both the importance of engaging with God’s 
words and responding to them . It seems absurd 
that the Book of the Law was neglected and lost 
to the people of Judah! Yet is that any more ridic-
ulous than the Bible’s loss to myriads of Chris-
tians who rarely read it? We must guard against 
losing Scripture in our churches, our homes, and 
our lives .

We honor God when we do His will as recorded 
in Scripture (John 14:15; etc .) . Josiah sought to do 
just that through his reforms after the Book of 
the Law was found . He acted on the words he had 
heard from that book . He showed remorse over 
the sin of his people, and he sought godly insight 
into what he had heard read to him .

Scripture study must always lead us to repen-
tance and action based on what we encounter in 
its pages . This is the faithful response to learning 
God’s will . That process involves consulting com-
petent interpreters of Scripture (Romans 12:4-8; 
2 Timothy 2:2) and studying it alongside other 
believers who are willing to hold us accountable to 
its words (Acts 2:42; Hebrews 10:24-25) . May we, 
like Josiah, surround ourselves with faithful com-
panions as we seek God’s guidance .

B. Prayer
Father, we praise You as the God of mercy and 

grace whose love for us has been demonstrated in 
mercy to Josiah and ultimately through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ . We ask that You forgive us when we 
fail to heed Your Word . In Jesus’ name we pray . 
Amen .

C. Thought to Remember
God hears those who humbly seek Him .
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson
Option . Before learners arrive, place at chairs 

copies of the “Five Milestones of 1 and 2 Kings” 
exercise from the activity page, which you can 
download, for individuals to complete as indi-
cated . This brief exercise will sketch the broader 
context in which today’s lesson occurs .

Begin class by writing the following “quote” on 
the board:

The problem with quotes on the internet is that 
it is hard to verify their authenticity.

—Abraham Lincoln

Ask learners what is suspicious about this attri-
bution . After the obvious answer and some chuck-
les, ask what news sources and information outlets 
your learners trust . Jot responses on the board as 
they are voiced . (The follow-up question “Why?” 
is best not asked, lest the discussion become polit-
ical .) Make a transition by noting that everyone 
realizes that some sources are more reliable than 
others in accuracy, which today’s lesson brings 
home to the twenty-first century Christian .

Into the Word
Give each participant a handout (you prepare) 

featuring the following title and questions:
2 Kings 22:14-20 . . . and a Bit More

1 . Who were the direct participants?
2 . What action occurred?
3 . Where did it take place?
4 . When did the action of the text occur?‡
5 . Why did the action of the text occur?‡

As you distribute handouts to pairs or triads of 
learners, announce a prize to the team that scores 
the most points . Say that 15 points are possible, but 
do not be more specific than that . Inform teams 
that the last 2 questions (marked with ‡) will take 
them outside today’s lesson text for answers .

Expected responses and scoring: 1–Hilkiah the 
priest, Ahi kam, Achbor, Shaphan, Asahiah, Hul-
dah the prophetess, and the Lord (1 point each, 

total of 7 points possible; penalize 1 point for 
answering King Josiah—he wasn’t there person-
ally); 2–those whom the king sent to the proph-
etess received a message from God (1 point); 3–in 
a specific area of Jerusalem (2 points possible; 
award only 1 point for the bare answer “Jerusa-
lem”); 4–622 BC (award 3 points for this answer, 
which must be deduced by consulting 2 Kings 
22:3 and using a conversion timeline; award only 
2 points for the answer “eighteenth year of Josiah’s 
reign”; award only 1 point for the answer “during 
Josiah’s reign”); 5–Book of the Law was found, 
per 2 Kings 22:8 (award 2 points for this reference; 
award only 1 point for less specific responses) .

Award a humorous Due Diligence certificate 
(or other appropriate prize), which you have pre-
pared in advance, to the team scoring the most 
points .

Into Life
Give everyone an index card . Ask them to write 

the name of a disaster that could befall them in 
the week ahead, but not to write their own names . 
Collect the (anonymous) cards, shuffle them, then 
read them . After each card is read, pause to ask 
where the person with the designated fear should 
go for reliable help and information .

Alternative. Distribute copies of the “Many 
Sources” exercise from the activity page for learn-
ers in study pairs to complete as indicated . Com-
pare and contrast entries in ensuing whole-class 
discussion .

As learners depart (not sooner), distribute hand-
outs that feature the names of seven church lead-
ers (mixture of your church’s leaders and national 
luminaries) and seven political leaders (mixture 
of national, state, and local) . Challenge learners 
to post it in a place where they will pray for one 
named person in each category in the seven days 
until class meets again . Include on the handouts 
the text of 1 Timothy 2:1-2 .
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12 And it shall come to pass, as soon as I 
am gone from thee, that the Spirit of the Lord 
shall carry thee whither I know not; and so 
when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find 
thee, he shall slay me: but I thy servant fear the 
Lord from my youth.

13 Was it not told my lord what I did when 
Jezebel slew the prophets of the Lord, how I hid 
an hundred men of the Lord’s prophets by fifty 
in a cave, and fed them with bread and water?

14 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, 
Behold, Elijah is here: and he shall slay me.

15 And Elijah said, As the Lord of hosts 
liveth, before whom I stand, I will surely shew 
myself unto him to day.

16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told 
him: and Ahab went to meet Elijah.

17 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Eli-
jah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that 
troubleth Israel?

18 And he answered, I have not troubled 
Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in that 
ye have forsaken the commandments of the 
Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim.

1 Kings 18:5-18
5 And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the 

land, unto all fountains of water, and unto all 
brooks: peradventure we may find grass to save 
the horses and mules alive, that we lose not all 
the beasts.

6 So they divided the land between them 
to pass throughout it: Ahab went one way by 
himself, and Obadiah went another way by 
himself.

7 And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, 
Elijah met him: and he knew him, and fell on 
his face, and said, Art thou that my lord Elijah?

8 And he answered him, I am: go, tell thy 
lord, Behold, Elijah is here.

9 And he said, What have I sinned, that thou 
wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand of 
Ahab, to slay me?

10 As the Lord thy God liveth, there is no 
nation or kingdom, whither my lord hath not 
sent to seek thee: and when they said, He is 
not there; he took an oath of the kingdom and 
nation, that they found thee not.

11 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, 
Behold, Elijah is here.

Devotional Reading: Luke 19:28-39
Background Scripture: 1 Kings 18–19; Matthew 17:1-13

Prophet of
Courage

March 28
Lesson 4 (KJV)

Key Verse
He answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the  

commandments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim. —1 Kings 18:18



Introduction
A. The Source of Courage

During my ministry with a church in Cincin-
nati, I visited almost weekly an older lady in the 
congregation . She resided in a nursing care facil-
ity . On entering the driveway of the building, one 
noticed a sign that usually featured some kind of 
clever saying . For about a month, the sign read 
“Inhale courage, exhale fear .” Every time I saw 
that sign, I thought, “If only it were that easy—
to receive courage by simply breathing in and lose 
one’s fears by breathing out .”

In the classic movie The Wizard of Oz, all the 
cowardly lion had to do to find the courage he 
wanted was to receive a medal from the wizard . 
It was inscribed with the word Courage . Again, if 
only it were that easy .

Some of the most courageous individuals any-
one could ever encounter are the prophets of the 
Old Testament . One of these is highlighted in 
today’s lesson . He is Elijah, a man who was used 
by God to confront one of Israel’s most wicked 
kings, Ahab, and his ruthless wife, Jezebel . The 
times demanded someone who would not back 
down in the face of brazen defiance of the true 
God of Israel, and Elijah was that man . He did 
not receive his courage from a medal; his “mettle” 
came from the Lord himself .

B. Lesson Context
Today’s Scripture covers the early portion of 

the ministry of the prophet Elijah (who proph-
esied about 869 to 838 BC) . He proclaimed the 
word of the Lord during one of the most critical 
periods of Old Testament history . His ministry 
began after the split of the nation into two king-
doms (931 BC): Israel (the northern kingdom) 
and Judah (the southern kingdom) .

The first king of the north, Jeroboam I (931–
910 BC), began his reign by violating the first two 
of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:3-4) . He 
set up two golden calves for the people to worship: 
one in the northern part of the northern kingdom, 
in Dan, and one in the southern part, in Bethel 
(1 Kings 12:28-29) . This made it easier for those 
in the north to embrace pagan worship . 

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to:
1 . Tell what happened during the meetings 

between Elijah and Obadiah, then between Eli-
jah and Ahab .

2 . Explain a purpose of a prophet’s ministry as 
it confronted the righteous and the wicked .

3 . Write a message of encouragement to some-
one whose ministry requires a special measure of 
courage .

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A . The Source of Courage
 B . Lesson Context
 I. Ahab and Obadiah (1 Kings 18:5-6)
 A . Surviving a Famine (v . 5)
 B . Surveying the Land (v . 6)
 II. Elijah and Obadiah (1 Kings 18:7-15)
 A . Unexpected Meeting (v . 7)
 B . Unwelcome Order (vv . 8-14)
   Wanted!
 C . Unwavering Promise (v . 15)
 III. Elijah and Ahab (1 Kings 18:16-18)
 A . Antagonistic Reception (vv . 16-17)
   Projection
  B . Honest Answer (v . 18)
Conclusion
 A . Who’s the Troublemaker?
 B . Prayer
 C . Thought to Remember
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Lessons 1–4



The reign of King Ahab in northern Israel 
(874–853 BC) was characterized by economic 
prosperity, at least at the outset (1 Kings 22:39; 
compare 2 Chronicles 18:1) . It was also a time of 
spiritual poverty (1 Kings 18:17-40) . Idol worship 
became more prevalent when Ahab married Jeze-
bel . She was the daughter of the king of Zidon 
and a devout worshipper of the god Baal (1 Kings 
16:31; 18:3, 19) . Baal was a fertility god, believed 
to be in control of anything to do with giving life, 
whether to animals, plants, or human beings . 

First Kings 17 begins with the sudden appear-
ance of Elijah . He boldly proclaimed that “there 
shall not be dew nor rain these years, but accord-
ing to my word” (17:1) . Moses had warned God’s 
people of the abomination that idolatry consti-
tuted in the sight of God (Deuteronomy 4:15-24) . 
Famine was listed among the curses that would 
result from disobeying God’s law (28:23-24; com-
pare Leviticus 26:19-20) . A declaration of famine 
amounted to a grave insult to Baal (and to Ahab 
and Jezebel) and constituted a direct challenge to 
the authority of that fictitious god .

Following this announcement of a famine, Eli-
jah went into hiding for a time . The prophet hid by 
the brook Cherith (until the brook dried up), then 
traveled northward to Zarephath of Zidon (Jeze-
bel’s homeland!) . There he stayed with a widow, 
for whom he offered two unforgettable demonstra-
tions of God’s power . First, her supply of oil and 
meal to prepare bread for her household did not 
run out during the famine; and second, her son 
was raised from the dead (1 Kings 17:8-24) . Both 
miracles revealed the Lord’s authority in matters of 
fertility, where Baal was believed to be in control .

Following this time away from the northern 
kingdom, Elijah was spiritually prepared to speak 
and demonstrate the Lord’s authoritative word . 
He could return to Ahab’s realm and confront 
the defiant, disobedient king .

I. Ahab and Obadiah
(1 Kings 18:5-6)

A. Surviving a Famine (v. 5)
5. And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the 

land, unto all fountains of water, and unto all 

brooks: peradventure we may find grass to save 
the horses and mules alive, that we lose not all 
the beasts.

The name Obadiah is used of some 12 differ-
ent men in the Old Testament, in addition to the 
book of the same name . This particular man is 
first mentioned in the biblical record in 1 Kings 
18:3, where he is described as the “governor of 
[King Ahab’s] house .” This likely means that Oba-
diah was in charge of Ahab’s palace in Samaria 
(capital of the northern kingdom of Israel) and 
assisted in the administration of official matters . 

Obadiah was a man of remarkable cour-
age, given the position he held and the faith 
he embraced . He is described as someone who 
“feared the Lord greatly” (1 Kings 18:3) . His faith 
was not a private matter . But he must have been 
careful in how he exercised it, given the devotion 
of Ahab and Jezebel to Baal (see 18:13, below) . 

Horses and mules were necessary for transpor-
tation and carrying loads . It is worth noting that 
Ahab did not express concern for people who were 
suffering or dying during the famine . Perhaps he 
was preoccupied with keeping his army supplied 
with animals necessary for military preparedness . 
The situation in the kingdom had become so des-
perate that the king and one of his chief officials, 
not the usual workers, were tasked with finding 
sustenance for the animals .

B. Surveying the Land (v. 6)
6. So they divided the land between them 

to pass throughout it: Ahab went one way by 
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HOW TO SAY IT
 Ahab Ay-hab .
 Baal Bay-ul .
 Baalim Bay-uh-leem .
 Bethel Beth-ul.
 Cherith Key-rith .
 Elijah Ee-lye-juh .
 Jeroboam Jair-uh-boe-um .
 Jezebel Jez-uh-bel .
 Obadiah O-buh-dye-uh .
 Zarephath Zair-uh-fath .
 Zidon Zye-dun .



himself, and Obadiah went another way by 
himself.

Ahab realized how difficult it would be for one 
man to cover that extent of territory . He proceeded 
to divide the northern kingdom between the two of 
them . The hope was that they would find enough 
grazing area to keep their livestock alive .

II. Elijah and Obadiah
(1 Kings 18:7-15)

A. Unexpected Meeting (v. 7)
7. And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, 

Elijah met him: and he knew him, and fell 
on his face, and said, Art thou that my lord 
Elijah?

Elijah probably would have been traveling 
south from Zidon, where the prophet had been 
helping the widow at Zarephath (1 Kings 17:8-
24) . It is likely that Obadiah was traveling through 
the northern part of Israel when the two men met .

Obadiah’s question reflects some measure of 
doubt that this was really Elijah, or disbelief that 
he was seeing Elijah at all . Addressing Elijah as my 
lord reflected the reverence with which Obadiah 
held the prophet as God’s messenger . The title did 
not imply deity .

B. Unwelcome Order (vv. 8-14)
8. And he answered him, I am: go, tell thy 

lord, Behold, Elijah is here.
Elijah confirmed that he himself was speaking 

to Obadiah as part of a command to return to 
Ahab . Although Obadiah had called Elijah lord, 
Elijah implied that Obadiah had actually been 
honoring and serving Ahab . This may have been 
a subtle dig or an outright test of Obadiah .

9. And he said, What have I sinned, that 
thou wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand 
of Ahab, to slay me?

Obadiah assumed that if Elijah were asking 
him to put his life in such jeopardy, it must be to 
punish him for a particular sin he had committed 
(compare 1 Kings 18:12, below) . Obadiah’s think-
ing was similar to that of the widow in Zarephath, 
who accused Elijah of punishing her sin by taking 
her son from her (17:18) . Calling himself Elijah’s 

servant rejects the idea that Ahab had Obadiah’s 
true allegiance . Thus Obadiah distanced himself 
from any implied sin, especially of idolatry, that 
could result from serving Ahab in any capacity .

Obadiah anticipated Ahab’s reaction to Eli-
jah’s message . For Obadiah to leave Elijah alone in 
order to travel to Ahab (we do not know how far 
apart the two men were at this point) would anger 
the king, who had already stood by as his wife 
killed God’s prophets (see 1 Kings 18:13) . Would 
Ahab suspect that Obadiah was a supporter of Eli-
jah and a worshipper of Elijah’s God?

What Do You Think?
How can you improve your reputation of being a 

tactful person in your spheres of influence?
Digging Deeper
How does Daniel 2:14 in its context help frame 

your response?

10. As the Lord thy God liveth, there is no 
nation or kingdom, whither my lord hath not 
sent to seek thee: and when they said, He is 
not there; he took an oath of the kingdom and 
nation, that they found thee not.

In contrast to the prophet who feared this task 
would leave him dead, the Lord . . . liveth (see 
1 Kings 18:15, below) . The promises of Obadiah 
and Elijah were made before God . This marks 
both men as true prophets . They served the living 
God, not idols or fictitious, powerless gods (see 
18:26-29, not in our printed text) . 

We need not assume that there was literally no 
nation or kingdom that Ahab hadn’t questioned 
about Elijah’s whereabouts . Rather, Obadiah 
described (using hyperbole) how intensely Ahab 
had searched for the prophet . The rulers in Zidon 
probably had not realized that Elijah had been 
among them (1 Kings 17:9) . Had they been, they 
would have risked Ahab’s wrath by lying under 
oath that they had not seen the prophet . 

1 Wanted! 1
“East Area Rapist” and “Golden State Killer” 

are names for the criminal who killed at least 13 
people, raped more than 50, and brought fear 
to many others in California between 1974 and 
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1986 . For years, law enforcement followed every 
lead available, but the case grew cold . 

The manhunt came back to life in 2018, when 
a distant relative uploaded his own DNA profile 
onto an open-source genealogy website . This even-
tually led the police to a man in his 70s who had 
resided in the areas where the crimes had been 
committed . His DNA was a match to DNA 
found at various crime scenes, and the suspect 
was arrested . 

Obadiah may have been exaggerating when he 
told Elijah that Ahab had sent out searchers to 
every nation . But it tells us that Ahab’s search for 
Elijah was just as tenacious as the search for the 
Golden State Killer . What does the intensity of 
your search for Jesus say about you?  —C . R . B .

11-12a. And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy 
lord, Behold, Elijah is here. And it shall come 
to pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, that 
the Spirit of the Lord shall carry thee whither 
I know not; and so when I come and tell Ahab, 
and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me.

If Ahab heard from Obadiah that he had met 
Elijah without arresting him, the king would be 
infuriated . The implication of not immediately 
bringing Elijah to Ahab would be that Obadiah 
was lying to the king—something that one just 
did not do! 

The phrase and it shall come to pass indicates that 
Obadiah considerd what he had to say next to have 
been a foregone conclusion . In his own estimation, 
Obadiah would pay with his life when the Spirit 
whisked Elijah away . We often think of the Spirit’s 
work in the prophets’ lives in terms of their speech 
and writing (example: 2 Peter 1:20-21) . However, 
Obadiah was more concerned with the Spirit’s 
ability to move or hide a person supernaturally, as 
He had done with Enoch (Genesis 5:24; compare 
2 Kings 2:16b; Ezekiel 8:3; Acts 8:39) . 

Obadiah knew something of how prophets of 
the Lord operated in obedience to Him (Deu-
teronomy 18:15-22; see lesson 1) . Though Elijah 
intended to appear before Ahab, it would only 
happen if God allowed it . In fact, God had com-
manded it (1 Kings 18:1-2, not in our printed 
text) .

What Do You Think?
How do a person put the brakes on his or her 

imagination to keep it from running wild and 
paralyzing action?

Digging Deeper
When was a time that fear of a hypothetical out-

come stopped you in your tracks?

12b-13. But I thy servant fear the Lord from 
my youth. Was it not told my lord what I did 
when Jezebel slew the prophets of the Lord, 
how I hid an hundred men of the Lord’s proph-
ets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread 
and water?

Obadiah began a defense of his personal char-
acter and devotion to the Lord as a reason why 
his life should not be put in danger . He had lived 
up to the meaning of his name, “servant of the 
Lord .” In fact, he’d grown up from his youth fear-
ing God, a sign of wisdom (Psalm 111:10; Prov-
erbs 1:7) .

Obadiah’s actions on behalf of the Lord’s proph-
ets were evidence that he feared the Lord . Some 
prophets already had been put to death under 
Jezebel’s direction, but we have no idea of how 
many . Obadiah’s hiding an hundred in two caves 
and smuggling in supplies for them was indeed a 
dangerous task (see 1 Kings 18:4) . Not only did 
he have to be very sneaky with large amounts of 
bread and water, but chances of discovery were 
heightened during that time of drought and the 
famine it produced .

14. And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, 
Behold, Elijah is here: and he shall slay me.

Obadiah repeated 1 Kings 18:12a to emphasize 
the danger that Elijah was putting him in .

What Do You Think?
Considering anew the question “Under what cir-

cumstances in the church should you act as a 
messenger between two parties?” on p. 251, 
how does today’s text modify your thought?

Digging Deeper
What did you learn from a time you made a 

wrong choice in this regard?
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C. Unwavering Promise (v. 15)
15. And Elijah said, As the Lord of hosts 

liveth, before whom I stand, I will surely shew 
myself unto him to day.

Elijah’s first recorded prophecy that neither dew 
nor rain would fall on Israel opened with a sim-
ilar oath (1 Kings 17:1) . The oath at hand was as 
trustworthy as any promise could ever be . In it, 
Elijah expanded on Obadiah’s oath (18:10, above): 
not only does God live, but He is the Lord of hosts . 
This is a warrior image of God, leading the heav-
enly angels in battle against evil . The title called 
Obadiah’s attention to God’s power, not just His 
presence . 

The additional words before whom I stand indi-
cated the close relationship between the Lord and 
Elijah (compare Jeremiah 15:1) . As the Lord’s 
spokesman, Elijah stood ready to go, speak, and 
do whatever his commander desired . 

What Do You Think?
What are some ways Christians can reassure 

one another in times of fear or doubt?
Digging Deeper
In what ways, if ever, is 2 Kings 6:13-17 a prec-

edent for offering such reassurance?

III. Elijah and Ahab
(1 Kings 18:16-18)

A. Antagonistic Reception (vv. 16-17)
16. So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told 

him: and Ahab went to meet Elijah.
Elijah’s word and oath satisfied Obadiah and 

settled any doubts he may have had about return-
ing without Elijah . This was the first time King 
Ahab and Elijah would meet face-to-face follow-
ing the three-and-a-half-year famine that had dev-
astated the entire northern kingdom of Israel .

17. And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Eli-
jah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that 
troubleth Israel?

The phrase and it came to pass echoes Obadi-
ah’s previous fears and shows them to have been 
unfounded in this case (see 1 Kings 18:12, above) . 
Ahab’s greeting on seeing Elijah was the very 

opposite of Obadiah’s (see 18:7, above) . Ahab’s 
words reflect the utter contempt in which he held 
prophets like Elijah . This disdain was based on 
the bad reports prophets frequently brought him 
(example: 22:8) .

But in a sense, Ahab was right . Any true 
prophet of the Lord will trouble people when he 
or she confronts them with the truth about their 
sinfulness and their need to repent . Ahab was jus-
tified in accusing Elijah of being the cause of the 
famine of the past three and a half years (James 
5:17) . However, his larger point is way off the 
mark . God’s judgment would not have occurred 
had Israel remained faithful to the Lord alone (see 
1 Kings 18:18, below) .

1 ProjeCtion 1
I had used my father’s old Kodak a number 

of times when one day I suddenly realized that 
I wanted to be a photographer . I was “seeing pic-
tures” as I looked at the world . Soon, I bought a 
35mm camera that served me well as I learned my 
new craft . I liked taking color slides that could be 
projected onto a screen many times the size of that 
small piece of film . 

My current camera is essentially a computer 
with a lens attached . Nevertheless, I still view my 
pictures by projection: captured on the camera’s 
tiny electronic sensor, they are projected onto my 
computer screen . A video projector can make the 
picture big enough for a large auditorium .

In criticizing others, we may “project” onto 
them our own faults, making them appear larger 
in that other person . When Ahab condemned 
Elijah as bringing trouble to Israel, the king was 
projecting his own spiritual failings onto the 
prophet . How can you ensure that you do not 
project your own sins and shortcomings on oth-
ers? —C . R . B .

B. Honest Answer (v. 18)
18. And he answered, I have not troubled 

Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in that 
ye have forsaken the commandments of the 
Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim.

Elijah did not back down in the face of the 
king’s anger . He threw Ahab’s accusation back 
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at him, letting him know that the king and the 
idolatry of his father’s house were the real trouble-
makers in Israel .

The famine had come upon the land because of 
the idolatrous practices that had first been encour-
aged by Ahab’s father, Omri (1 Kings 16:25-26; 
see Lesson Context) . These practices were fur-
thered through Ahab’s efforts in promoting the 
worship of Baal (16:30-33), with the enthusiastic 
support of Jezebel (21:25-26) . 

English usually forms the plural by adding an 
“s” on the end of a noun; Hebrew forms the plu-
ral by adding “im .” Hence, Baalim is the plural 
form of Baal, occurring about 18 times in the Old 
Testament . The word means “lord” or “possessor,” 
and the plural may refer to different manifesta-
tions of this so-called god . 

What Do You Think?
When condemned or mocked for following 

God’s Word, how should you respond?
Digging Deeper
Should your response be the same in all situa-

tions? Why, or why not?

Not long after Ahab and Elijah’s meeting, both 
the king and the people saw a clear demonstra-
tion of the impotence of idolatry and the power 
of Elijah’s God—at the contest on Mount Car-
mel . Even that, however, did not convince Ahab 
to change his evil practices and renounce his idol-
atry (1 Kings 18:20-40, not in our printed text) . 
Though he repented late in life (21:27), Ahab is 
still remembered primarily for all the trouble he 
caused Israel .

Conclusion
A. Who’s the Troublemaker?

Courage has always been the trademark of 
God’s spokespeople (examples: Joshua 1:6-7, 9, 18; 
Amos 7:10-17) . Like Elijah, these prophets contin-
ued to proclaim courageously and lead faithfully 
according to the Lord’s words . And like Elijah, 
these prophets were considered troublemakers .

In many parts of the world today, an increased 
measure of courage is required to preach and teach 

the gospel . Defiant authorities in countries like 
China or Sudan consider followers of Jesus to be 
modern troublemakers . Such leaders work hard 
to silence missionary voices . In India, Christian 
ministers have been beaten by Hindu radicals . 
The country of Turkey has displaced Christians 
searching for a place of worship . And all over 
the world, Christian refugees seek new homes in 
nations that will welcome them in peace . (Do an 
internet search for “the 10 most dangerous places 
to be a Christian .”)

Let us pray for these faithful servants of the 
Lord, that they may be established, strengthened, 
settled (1 Peter 5:10), and empowered with the 
courage that has always characterized God’s peo-
ple in an often hostile world . May we learn from 
the examples of courage of our ancient prophets 
and our fellow Christians in the world today .

B. Prayer
Father, empower us with courage to live out our 

faith and speak Your word on Your behalf . We 
pray for our fellow believers in other lands where 
living for You means putting their lives on the 
line daily . May they respond with Holy Spirit– 
empowered courage to the challenges they face . 
In Jesus’ name we pray . Amen .

C. Thought to Remember
Be a courageous, Spirit-led 

troublemaker!
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson
Option. Place at chairs copies of the “Profiles in 

Courage” exercise from the activity page, which 
you can download . Do not say anything about the 
exercise; merely shrug your shoulders when asked 
any question about it .

After mysteriously ignoring the previous exer-
cise (if you used it), write the word courage on 
the board vertically as the start of a whole-class 
acrostic exercise . Invite learners to call out single-
word qualities they associate with courage . Men-
tion three rules at the outset: (1) the word called 
out must have a letter in common with the word 
courage, (2) the letter in common must not have 
been taken by a previous call-out, and (3) no one 
is allowed to voice a second word until everyone 
has had a chance to voice one .

Write called-out words horizontally on the 
board, ensuring that they intersect with courage 
at the letter in common . The exercise ends when 
seven intersecting words are written . The finished 
product should look something like this, but with 
words your learners have voiced:
 de Cisive
  Optimistic
  Unflappable
 motivato R
 articul Ate
 or Ganized
 focus Ed

After you’ve written the seven words, take a 
vote as to which word of the seven best describes 
courage . Then make a transition by saying, “It 
will be interesting to see how well your chosen 
word and the other six fit with the two examples 
of courage in today’s lesson .”

Into the Word
Set the stage for Bible study by asking a learner 

in advance to prepare a three-minute summary of 
the Lesson Context to be delivered at this time . 
Then give each learner a handout (you prepare) 

that features two columns intersected by four rows . 
The two column headings are Obadiah and Elijah; 
label the four rows down the left as follows:

1–What God called him to do
2–How he responded to God’s call
3–Why God’s call required courage
4–I personally identify with him because  .  .  .
Ask learners, in groups of three to six, to com-

plete the top six of the eight intersections, using 
today’s text . The bottom two intersections are 
then completed individually in a minute of pri-
vate reflection . Discuss results in ensuing whole-
class discussion . Allow volunteers to voice their 
“I personally identify” entries, but don’t put any-
one on the spot to do so . (Option: To extend this 
study, distribute copies of the “A Tale of Three 
Men” exercise from the activity page for groups 
to complete as indicated; follow with whole-class 
discussion .)

Into Life
Make prior arrangements for one of these three 

presentations to occur at this point:
• a learner reports on persecuted Christians 
• you share examples from the work of a missionary 

supported by your congregation 
• a member of your church staff or missions 

committee brings that report
Ask class members to consider taking time this 

week to write notes of encouragement to perse-
cuted Christians to gain courage from the Lord . 
Distribute names and addresses of possibilities for 
this, which you’ve researched in advance . 

Option. Distribute copies of the “My Prayer for 
Courage” exercise from the activity page . Give 
individuals one minute to jot down ideas, and 
then ask volunteers to share what they’ve written . 

Return to the words learners chose in the open-
ing acrostic . Pose these questions: Which word 
best fits Obadiah? Elijah? Which word is most 
necessary for persecuted Christians? Why?
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10 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he 
hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make 
his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, 
he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of 
the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 

11a He shall see of the travail of his soul.

Isaiah 53:4-11a
4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and car-

ried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

5 But he was wounded for our transgres-
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed.

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as 
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 
her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth.

8 He was taken from prison and from judg-
ment: and who shall declare his generation? 
for he was cut off out of the land of the liv-
ing: for the transgression of my people was he 
stricken.

9 And he made his grave with the wicked, 
and with the rich in his death; because he had 
done no violence, neither was any deceit in his 
mouth.

Devotional Reading: Philippians 2:1-11
Background Scripture: Isaiah 52:13–53:12; Luke 24:1-35

The Suffering
Servant

April 4
Lesson 5 (KJV)

Key Verse
He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was 

upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. —Isaiah 53:5

Photo: Getty Images



Introduction
A. Climbing to the Summit

Kyle Yates, an Old Testament scholar who 
taught seminary for many years, once referred to 
Isaiah 53 as the “Mount Everest” of Old Testament 
prophecy . That analogy brings to mind the real-
ity that mountain summits are not reached with-
out first doing a lot of hiking up difficult terrain . 
Sometimes during our “hike” through the Bible, 
we may question the value or relevance of what 
we are reading . And so we struggle through the 
laws and regulations in Leviticus and rush quickly 
through the genealogies that fill the first nine 
chapters of 1 Chronicles . As we do, we may won-
der why we even began the climb in the first place!

But reaching a summit-passage like Isaiah 53 
makes us realize that the climb is worthwhile . 
This is all the more so when we consider that the 
existence of the New Testament ensures that Old 
Testament summit-passages are clearer to us than 
they were even to the original readers . Specialized 
“guides” such as Acts 8:32-34 and Romans 10:16 
assist us in our journey to understand Isaiah 53 
specifically while the general guides of Romans 
15:4 and 2 Timothy 3:16 establish the importance 
of doing so for the Old Testament as a whole .

B. Lesson Context: The Prophecies of Isaiah
The importance of the book of Isaiah is seen 

in the fact that it is quoted over five dozen times 
in the New Testament . Isaiah prophesied in Jeru-
salem during dismal times for God’s people . 
His prophetic call came “in the year that king 
Uzziah died” (Isaiah 6:1), which would have 
been 740 BC . The latest historical event recorded 
(not prophesied) by the prophet is the death of 
the Assyrian ruler Sennacherib (37:37-38), which 
occurred in 681 BC . That makes for a lengthy 
period of ministry, so it is not out of the question 
to assume that Isaiah’s call came when he was a 
teenager or a bit older .

The span of Isaiah’s prophetic ministry included 
the fall of the northern kingdom of Israel to Assyria 
in 722 BC . The southern kingdom of Judah was in 
danger of going the same route in 701 BC . How-
ever, the presence and the prayers of a godly king, 

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to:
1 . Restate what the servant of the Lord would 

accomplish through suffering .
2 . Explain how Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s 

prophecy .
3 . Write a prayer of thanksgiving to the Lord, 

using language from today’s passage, and use it 
as a source of family or personal devotions each 
day this week .

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A . Climbing to the Summit
 B . Lesson Context: The Prophecies of Isaiah
 C . Lesson Context: The Servant 
 I. The Servant’s Death (Isaiah 53:4-9)
 A . Grief, Sorrow, Affliction (vv . 4-6)
   Why Do We Suffer?
 B . Oppression, Slaughter, Burial (vv . 7-9)
 II. The Servant’s Delight (Isaiah 53:10-11a)
 A . Sovereign Purpose (v . 10)
   Aging Gracefully
 B . Sacred Success (v . 11a)
Conclusion
 A . Relishing the View
 B . Prayer
 C . Thought to Remember

Prophets Faithful To
 God’s Covenant

Unit 2: Prophets of Restoration
Lessons 5–8

April 4 ■ 266 ■  The Suffering Servant



Hezekiah (Isaiah 37:14-20), resulted in an outcome 
far different from what the north experienced . Isa-
iah assured the king that the capital city of Jerusa-
lem would be spared (37:33-35), and it was—in a 
miraculous act of deliverance (37:36) .

With Spirit-empowered insight, Isaiah spoke of 
a future day when Jerusalem would not be deliv-
ered; it would come under the control of the Bab-
ylonians (Isaiah 39:5-7) . But Isaiah also promised 
that the Lord was not finished with Jerusalem or 
with His people . The Lord would rebuild the city 
through the efforts of a ruler whom Isaiah named: 
Cyrus (44:24–45:1) . But Isaiah looked beyond 
even this restoration to someone far greater than 
Cyrus . 

C. Lesson Context: The Servant
The Lord’s “servant” is one of the most strik-

ing figures in the book of Isaiah . The term servant 
is sometimes a reference to the entire nation of 
Israel, describing the special relationship the cov-
enant people have with the Lord (example: Isaiah 
41:8) . In other places, servant appears to describe a 
remnant of God’s people, referring specifically to 
those who remained following captivity in Baby-
lon (example: 48:20) .

There are still other passages where the word ser-
vant points to one individual who was assigned a 
very special role to fulfill . Four passages in  Isaiah 
— often called Servant Songs—function in this 
way to point to the Messiah: Isaiah 42:1-9; 49:1-6; 
50:4-9; and 52:13–53:12 . (Isaiah 61:1-4 can also 
be included since Jesus applied it to himself [Luke 
4:16-21] .) This servant would carry out his tasks in 
a way that neither the nation of Israel nor the rem-
nant could ever do . 

The servant passage studied today is the fourth 
in the list, beginning, “Behold, my servant shall 
deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, 
and be very high” (Isaiah 52:13) . The passage 
then describes the astonishment and rejection 
that many would experience at the servant’s lowly 
and repulsive appearance (52:14–53:3) . It seems so 
inappropriate for someone “exalted and extolled” 
not to also have a striking physical presence! But 
nothing in the servant’s background speaks of 
greatness at first glance . Our printed text begins 

with an explanation of the servant’s sorrows and 
griefs that are introduced in Isaiah 53:3 .

Christians have long and rightly interpreted the 
prophetic Servant Songs as fulfilled in Jesus alone . 
For instance, Isaiah 53:7-8 (see below) makes up 
the passage that the Ethiopian eunuch was read-
ing when Philip approached his chariot . The Ethi-
opian asked whether the prophet was speaking of 
himself or someone else . And Philip “began at 
the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus” 
(Acts 8:35) . No other figure appears in Scripture 
who claims to be the servant, and only Christ ful-
fills all that was written about that servant in these 
passages . The importance of today’s text is seen in 
the fact that the New Testament quotes from the 
song in which it occurs seven times .

I. The Servant’s Death
(Isaiah 53:4-9)

A. Grief, Sorrow, Affliction (vv. 4-6)
4. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 

carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

In keeping with how suffering was often viewed 
in biblical times (both Old and New Testaments; 
examples: Job 4:7-8; John 9:2), those who wit-
nessed the servant’s suffering saw it as a punish-
ment from God . The servant was deemed to be 
bearing the griefs and sorrows associated with his 
own sinful actions . No one would assume that he 
was suffering on account of the wrongdoings of 
others . 

Followers of Jesus can readily see these words 
as a compelling description of Jesus’ suffering on 
the cross . Those who mocked Him there voiced 
their belief that God had abandoned Him—that 
He was stricken, smitten, and afflicted (see Mat-
thew 27:43-44) . There was a sense in which the 
servant was stricken by God, in that Jesus fulfilled 
God’s “determinate counsel and foreknowledge” 
(Acts 2:23) . But why He suffered matters tremen-
dously . Being only partially right about Jesus’ suf-
fering means being terribly wrong about what it 
could accomplish .

Jesus’ death was the ultimate example of sub-
stitutionary atonement . In the Law of Moses, 
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atonement for sins was fulfilled through God’s 
accepting the sacrifice of animals (Leviticus 1:4-
5; Numbers 6:16; etc .) . They were substitutes for 
the people who had sinned and so deserved to die 
(Romans 6:23) . Jesus became the perfect sacrifice 
for others’ sins (Romans 3:25; 1 Peter 2:24) . For 
this reason, we no longer offer sacrifices of grain 
or oil or animals; Jesus is the last and perfect sac-
rifice (Hebrews 10:10-14) .

While we usually focus on the impact of Jesus’ 
death as an atoning sacrifice for our sins, we must 
keep in mind that this impact affects every aspect 
of our humanity, both spiritual and physical . Jesus 
died so that a complete reversal of the curse of sin 
could be accomplished (see Genesis 3:14-19; Isa-
iah 65:17; Revelation 21:5) . The wholeness of body 
accomplished by Jesus’ servanthood is illustrated in 
Matthew 8:14-17 . Immediately following a descrip-
tion of Jesus’ healing ministry and His power to 
cast out unclean spirits, Matthew wrote that all 
this happened “that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by Esaias the prophet” (Matthew 8:17) . 

During Jesus’ earthly ministry, miracles and 
signs demonstrated that He possessed power to 
heal all brokenness, sinful or otherwise (example: 
Mark 2:1-12) . His return will usher in new heav-
ens and a new earth from which sin and its con-
sequences will be banished (Revelation 21:1-4) . 
Until that day, Jesus takes our infirmities and sick-
nesses, not by healing them immediately in every 
instance but by providing grace in those circum-
stances . His grace empowers us and enhances our 
testimony to others (see 2 Corinthians 12:7-10) .

5. But he was wounded for our transgres-
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed.

The emphasis on how the servant suffered for 
humanity continues . We are guilty, but Jesus was 
treated as though He were . Chastisement signals the 
consequence for sin, the consequence we deserved . 
Peace with God is the result (Romans 5:1); indeed 
Christ is our peace (Ephesians 2:14-17) . 

1 Why do We suffer? 1
Patricia was my wife for 58 years before suc-

cumbing to cancer . She also had endured decades 

of chronic, severe pain . She had contracted polio 
as a child . As the years added up, she experienced 
the effects of degenerative disc disease, then post-
polio regression syndrome . 

At one point during those years, a well- 
meaning Christian woman approached Pat . “I 
can’t understand why God is doing this to you,” 
she said . “There must be something terribly 
wrong with your spiritual life to make God give 
you all this pain .” 

Pat’s response was twofold: “God isn’t doing 
this to me; it’s the effect of disease . And why this 
is happening is far less important than how I 
respond to it .”

The woman’s misguided concern was based on 
an ancient misunderstanding of how God works: 
that when someone suffers, it is because of one’s 
sin (example: John 9:2) . In this mistaken light, 
Jesus—given His degree of suffering—must have 
been the most terrible sinner ever! However, Jesus’ 
suffering came to Him because we have sinned . 
How does Jesus’ suffering help you overcome the 
stigma of your own wounds? —C . R . B .

6. All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way; and the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Here human beings are compared to sheep, 
which are known for easily wandering astray into 
what is harmful to them . While we were all born 
inclined to sin (Psalm 51:5), we also choose sin 
(compare Romans 6:1-2) . Humanity’s descent 
into sin is not something we have no part in; 
we make choices to turn from God . Yet the one 
against whom we sin, whose law and standards we 
treat with contempt, placed our wrongdoings and 
their punishment on the servant . All is repeated to 
emphasize that every one of us has sinned, and the 
servant has given His life for each of us .

What Do You Think?
Without beginning with Scripture, how would 

you respond to an unbeliever who claims to 
have no sin?

Digging Deeper
Consider Paul’s technique in Acts 17:16-31.
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If we are sheep, who will shepherd us? At the 
risk of mixing metaphors (see Isaiah 53:7, below), 
we note that Jesus declared himself as our shep-
herd (John 10:1-18; 1 Peter 2:25) . Like a shep-
herd, Jesus takes responsibility for our lives . If we 
are enticed by sin and so die, Jesus the shepherd 
takes the loss to heart and grieves over the conse-
quences of our sinfully misguided actions (com-
pare Luke 13:34) . 

B. Oppression, Slaughter, Burial (vv. 7-9)
7a. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

yet he opened not his mouth. 
The servant would respond to his cruel treat-

ment with silence . This may not seem very signif-
icant . But when we ponder who Jesus was and the 
power in His spoken word, such silence should 
produce a reverent silence within us . Jesus used 
His words to heal the sick (Matthew 8:5-13), raise 
the dead (John 11:43), calm storms (Mark 4:39), 
and work other miracles (example: Luke 4:31-36) . 
Yet when it came to defending himself, He said 
nothing (Matthew 26:63a; 27:12-14) .

Notably, however, Jesus did not remain silent 
when others were being harmed, especially by 
leaders who should have cared for them . He called 
out the enemies who would kill Him—the scribes 
and the Pharisees—for the ways their hypocrisy 
damaged the people of Israel (example: Matthew 
23:13-36) . His speech on behalf of others contrib-
uted to the hatred those powerful leaders felt for 
Jesus (26:3-5) . Yet He did not argue on His own 
behalf to proclaim His innocence .

7b. He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so 
he openeth not his mouth.

Sheep imagery links this concept to Isaiah 53:6 . 
The comparison to a lamb being led to the slaugh-
ter emphasizes humility and (apparent) power less-
ness . A lamb could not overpower the priest who 
would slaughter it for a sacrifice .

Such language did not become triumphal until 
the early believers began to understand Jesus as 
the Lamb of God . In that role, He fulfilled His 
Father’s plan to be the perfect sacrifice for the 
sins of the world (John 1:29) . This same sacrifi-
cial Lamb is worshipped in Heaven and by every 

creature that exists: “Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever” 
(Revelation 5:13) .

What Do You Think?
Under what circumstances would you take Isa-

iah 53:7 as a precedent for not responding to 
an oppressive situation?

Digging Deeper
How do texts such as Amos 5:13; Matthew 

26:62-64; Acts 16:37; 22:25; 24:10-16; and 
1 Peter 2:20-23 influence your answer?

8a. He was taken from prison and from 
judgment.

This verse prophesied the travesty of a trial that 
Jesus experienced at the hands of His enemies . 
In their bitter hatred of Jesus, they denied Him 
any semblance of a fair proceeding . For example, 
a person could not be put to death except on the 
testimony of two or three witnesses according to 
Deuteronomy 17:6 . The witnesses called to tes-
tify against Jesus did not agree in their testimony 
(Mark 14:55-59), but He was still found guilty 
and crucified .

8b. And who shall declare his generation?
This seems to be a indictment against Jesus’ fel-

low Jews . They not only failed to protest His con-
demnation, they demanded it (Luke 23:21) .

8c. For he was cut off out of the land of the 
living: for the transgression of my people was 
he stricken.

Jesus’ life was cut off out of the land of the liv-
ing at about age 33 (compare Luke 3:23) . Even 
so, the injustice that He, the servant, experienced 
and the shameful circumstances surrounding His 
execution fulfilled a high and holy purpose . Yes, 
He was stricken, but only so that His death could 
serve as a substitutionary atonement for us (again, 
Isaiah 53:5, above) .

9. And he made his grave with the wicked, 
and with the rich in his death; because he had 
done no violence, neither was any deceit in his 
mouth.

Jesus fulfilled this passage in two ways . First, 
Jesus was an innocent man who was convicted as 
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if He were a notorious criminal; when a crowd was 
offered a choice between releasing Him or a man 
guilty of murder and insurrection, it chose the lat-
ter (Mark 15:6-15) . As a result, Jesus was hung 
between two criminals as if He were one of them . 
Jesus had engaged in violence to clear the temple 
(John 2:14), but He never committed a violent act 
that would call for Roman crucifixion .

Second, Jesus was buried in the grave of a rich 
man . Normally criminals at the time of Jesus 
who were executed were left unburied . Even-
tually, the beasts and the birds consumed their 
flesh . Jesus, however, was treated differently as 
two factors came together: a request by Jewish 
leaders to get the bodies off the crosses, which 
was followed by Jesus’ interment in the tomb of 
Joseph of Arimathaea, a wealthy man (Matthew 
27:57; John 19:31-42) . 

What Do You Think?
What would you say is the single-most impor-

tant practice Christians could adopt or improve 
on to eliminate deceitful speech patterns?

Digging Deeper
Do you see this as a big problem or a minor 

one? Why do you say that?

II. The Servant’s Delight
(Isaiah 53:10-11a)

A. Sovereign Purpose (v. 10)
10a. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; 

he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make 
his soul an offering for sin.

The Lord was at work in and through the ser-
vant’s suffering, though not in the sense that God 
was punishing the servant for his own sins (see 
Isaiah 53:4, above) . In truth, the servant’s suffer-
ing and death constituted an offering for sin. The 
Hebrew term used here refers to the trespass offer-
ing (see Leviticus 5:1–6:7) . 

What made this offering distinct from others 
was the connection between the sin committed 
and the remedy stipulated in the law . Jesus’ aton-
ing death on the cross was exactly what human-
ity needed . And it was a sacrifice that needed to 

be offered only once (Hebrews 7:26-27; 9:24-28) . 
By Jesus’ death He destroyed “him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil” (Hebrews 2:14) . 

10b. He shall see his seed, he shall prolong 
his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall 
prosper in his hand.

The number of Jesus’ disciples—his seed—has 
continued to grow since the first century AD, 
when His church was established . That the servant 
shall prolong his days likely points to Jesus’ resurrec-
tion . That was by no means obvious to any Jewish 
interpreter before Jesus had actually been raised 
from the dead . Only then did His disciples begin 
to grasp how He fulfilled many prophecies, includ-
ing this one . The Hebrew word translated pleasure 
is also translated “desire” in the Old Testament 
(2 Samuel 23:5; etc .), and that is the sense here .

What Do You Think?
How would you answer a person who questions 

the fairness of Jesus being punished for sins 
committed by others?

Digging Deeper
If you are unsure how to answer, study the 

nature of the grace system, beginning with 
2 Corinthians 5:21.

1 aging graCefully 1
Our culture is fixated on staying young . We 

use cosmetic surgery and hairpieces . We shun 
words that suggest we are growing old, and we 
use euphemisms such as “passed on” instead of 
speaking plainly about death . The hopeful phrase 
“She’s gone to be with the Lord” can be employed 
to soften the blunt fact that death has robbed us 
of the presence of a loved one .

However, many of us have found that there are 
advantages to getting old—advantages such as 
seniors’ discounts! But even better, wisdom can 
come with age . If we’ve been paying attention to 
what life’s experiences have taught us, we can bless 
younger generations with the benefit of knowledge 
we gained over the years .

Isaiah foretold Jesus’ suffering, but he also 
revealed that Jesus would see His spiritual children 
prosper . Jesus lives and sees countless generations 
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of His followers living out their days in spiritual 
blessedness . For the Christian, aging gracefully 
means more than becoming a kindly grand parent 
or uncle or aunt . It is the grace of God at work, 
making us more like Jesus . —C . R . B .

B. Sacred Success (v. 11a)
11a. He shall see of the travail of his soul.
Jesus was able to look at the travail, or suffering, 

He went through and know that He did indeed 
accomplish the work given to Him . Hebrews 12:2 
says that Jesus “for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of God .” 
Just as we cannot begin to understand the depth 
of Jesus’ suffering at the cross, we cannot imagine 
the joy that He felt after He uttered the words “It 
is finished” (John 19:30) .

Conclusion
A. Relishing the View

As with many mountaintop experiences, it can 
be difficult to return to life below after leaving the 
magnificent scenery of Isaiah 53 behind . That is 
perhaps the most powerful of the Servant Songs 
in its prophetic depiction of the suffering experi-
enced by Jesus at the cross as He died for the sins 
of others .

Jesus’ death was not an accident or random 
tragedy as we use those terms . Rather, His death 
was the fulfillment of a divine plan to rescue lost 
humanity . The study of a passage such as Isaiah 53 
should not end with the lesson . We can return to 
it and scale its heights again and again, as often as 
we like—and we should . 

Prophets like Isaiah yearned to know more 

about how their prophecies would come to pass 
(1 Peter 1:10-12) . But it was not granted to those 
men to live in the era of fulfillment (Hebrews 
11:39-40) . That is our privilege as Christians, who 
possess the sacred Scriptures of both Old and New 
Testament . It is we who are able to see from the 
mountain’s summit what Isaiah could see only 
partially, from somewhere farther down .

May we never take such a sacred privilege for 
granted .

What Do You Think?
How will study of today’s text result in changes 

to your thoughts, words, and actions?
Digging Deeper
Consider also use of today’s text in the New 

Testament: Matthew 8:16-17; Acts 8:32-35; 
1 Peter 2:22-25.

B. Prayer
Father, thank You that Jesus came in the full-

ness of time to fulfill prophecies such as Your 
wonder ful words recorded by Isaiah . Thank You 
for the amazing love demonstrated by Jesus in His 
undeserved suffering for undeserving sinners such 
as us . In Jesus’ name we praise You . Amen .

C. Thought to Remember
Jesus makes both the prophecies of Scripture 

and our lives complete .
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Visual for Lesson 5. Point to the statement on this 
visual as you introduce the question associated 
with verse 10.

HOW TO SAY IT
 Arimathaea Air-uh-muh-thee-uh (th as in thin) .
 Cyrus Sigh-russ .
 Esaias E-zay-us .
 Hezekiah Hez-ih-kye-uh .
 Isaiah Eye-zay-uh .
 Messiah Meh-sigh-uh .
 Sennacherib Sen-nack-er-ib .



Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson
Write the words Suffering and Service on the 

board, or on displayed placards . Give each per-
son a blank index card and announce that partic-
ipants have one minute to write a sentence that 
includes both words on the board . Stress that you 
will collect the cards and that students should not 
sign them . 

After calling time, collect the cards . Note simi-
larities or unusual combinations as you read them 
aloud . Then pose these questions for discussion: 
1–In what contexts, if any, does service always 
include suffering? 2–What are some notable exam-
ples of service that include suffering?

Make a transition by saying, “Today’s les-
son includes some of the most beautiful and 
oft-quoted passages in Scripture . But these also 
describe a harsh reality of a certain suffering . Let’s 
investigate .” 

Into the Word
Briefly present the setting for today’s passage, 

using material from the Lesson Context . Then 
group students into triads . Give to half the groups 
an assignment to read today’s text and to make a 
bullet-point list of what Isaiah said about the ser-
vant . Assign the other groups the task of listing 
specific actions of Jesus that fulfilled the prophecy . 
(Option: Put the assignments on handouts so you 
don’t have to repeat verbal instructions .) Allow at 
least six minutes to make the lists . 

Call the groups together . Read Isaiah 53:4 and 
ask volunteers from the Isaiah said groups to share 
what they listed from this verse . Then ask volun-
teers from the Jesus fulfilled groups to share what 
they discovered in that regard . 

Continue in this back-and-forth pattern as you 
work through each verse of the lesson . (Option: 
Write participants’ responses on the board as they 
are voiced, under appropriate headings .) 

Alternative. Distribute copies of the “Servant 

Songs” exercise from the activity page, which 
you can download . This exercise will allow learn-
ers to see today’s text in a broader context of the 
other four Servant Songs in Isaiah . There are a 
total of 40 verses to consider, and the five songs 
vary widely in length . Therefore, you will need to 
think carefully in advance regarding how many 
groups there will be, how many participants 
will be in each group, how much time to allow, 
and how to keep things moving briskly when 
groups report conclusions in the ensuing all-class 
discussion . 

Into Life
Send students back to their initial groups to 

make a third list regarding what the servant’s suf-
fering did for them (all groups working on the 
same activity) . As they do, write What the Ser-
vant’s Suffering Did for Me on the board . After 
several minutes, call for reflections as you pause 
between reading individual verses of the lesson . 
Jot responses on the board . 

Send class members back to their triads one 
more time and ask each group to write exactly 
one sentence (no more than a dozen words) of 
thanksgiving or praise to God for something spe-
cific the Suffering Servant has done for them . 
Groups should arrive at their sentence by consen-
sus, which will require more thinking than mere 
majority vote . 

Option 1. Play a recording of the sections in 
Handel’s Messiah that have put Isaiah 53:4-6 to 
music . (If your classroom is equipped, you could 
project an appropriate video that includes these 
verses .) Encourage class members to jot down 
phrases that particularly strike them or emotions 
they feel as they hear the Scripture set to music . 

Option 2. Distribute copies of the “Servant 
Thanks” exercise from the activity page . This 
devotional prayer-writing activity is designed for 
students to begin in class but finish at home .
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eat no bread, nor drink water: for he mourned 
because of the transgression of them that had 
been carried away.

7 And they made proclamation throughout 
Judah and Jerusalem unto all the children of 
the captivity, that they should gather themselves 
together unto Jerusalem;

8 And that whosoever would not come within 
three days, according to the counsel of the princes 
and the elders, all his substance should be for-
feited, and himself separated from the congrega-
tion of those that had been carried away.

9 Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin 
gathered themselves together unto Jerusalem 
within three days. It was the ninth month, on the 
twentieth day of the month; and all the people 
sat in the street of the house of God, trembling 
because of this matter, and for the great rain.

10 And Ezra the priest stood up, and said 
unto them, Ye have transgressed, and have taken 
strange wives, to increase the trespass of Israel.

11 Now therefore make confession unto the 
Lord God of your fathers, and do his pleasure: 
and separate yourselves from the people of the 
land, and from the strange wives.

12 Then all the congregation answered and 
said with a loud voice, As thou hast said, so must 
we do.

Ezra 10:1-12
1 Now when Ezra had prayed, and when he 

had confessed, weeping and casting himself 
down before the house of God, there assembled 
unto him out of Israel a very great congregation 
of men and women and children: for the people 
wept very sore.

2 And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the 
sons of Elam, answered and said unto Ezra, We 
have trespassed against our God, and have taken 
strange wives of the people of the land: yet now 
there is hope in Israel concerning this thing.

3 Now therefore let us make a covenant with 
our God to put away all the wives, and such as 
are born of them, according to the counsel of my 
lord, and of those that tremble at the command-
ment of our God; and let it be done according to 
the law.

4 Arise; for this matter belongeth unto thee: 
we also will be with thee: be of good courage, and 
do it.

5 Then arose Ezra, and made the chief priests, 
the Levites, and all Israel, to swear that they 
should do according to this word. And they 
sware.

6 Then Ezra rose up from before the house of 
God, and went into the chamber of Johanan the 
son of Eliashib: and when he came thither, he did 

Devotional Reading: Ezekiel 18:25-32
Background Scripture: Ezra 9–10

The Faith-in-
Action Preacher

April 11
Lesson 6 (KJV)

Key Verse
Ezra rose up from before the house of God, and went into the chamber of Johanan the son of Eliashib: and 

when he came thither, he did eat no bread, nor drink water: for he mourned because of the transgression of them 
that had been carried away. —Ezra 10:6



Introduction
A. The Way of Escape

Escape rooms are becoming a fun-time phe-
nomenon for a variety of ages . The premise is sim-
ple . A group of people pay to be locked in a room 
and left with a series of clues and hints to utilize 
in solving a creative puzzle in order to escape . This 
is all done with a given time limit that is certain 
to get the blood pumping as the clock ticks down 
and pressure mounts .

Now, imagine that a lone figure in the corner 
actually has the answers to provide the way out . In 
fact, the group was told upon entering that some-
one had the answers they needed . Who in their 
right mind would hear that kind of information 
and not use it to ensure the success of the group? 
Victory is on the line! 

There are times in relationship with God when 
people essentially lock themselves up and put their 
lives on the line . Yet, when solutions are offered 
for real problems, people have a choice: to listen 
to their guide or to go it alone . Will the solution 
be applied or not?

B. Lesson Context
Under the leadership of Nebuchadnezzar, 

the Babylonian Empire overtook Jerusalem and 
exiled the people of Israel in 586 BC (see lesson 
8 Lesson Context) . Eventually, the Persian King 
Cyrus defeated Babylon . He released Jewish exiles 
to return home to Jerusalem in 538 BC for the 
express purpose of rebuilding the temple (see Ezra 
10:1a, below) . Following that first wave of return-
ing exiles in 538 BC was a second led by Ezra in 
458 BC (7:7, 13) . He desired to restore the people 
to a state of faithful adherence to God’s law (7:25-
27) . The third and final wave of exiles returned to 
Jerusalem in 444 BC, led by Nehemiah (Nehe-
miah 2:1-9; see lesson 7) .

Ezra was a scribe of the Law of Moses, commis-
sioned by God (Ezra 7:6) . Ezra was made aware 
that the people of Israel had committed grave sins 
(chapter 9) . The most glaring infraction was that 
they had intermarried with people groups out-
side of Israel (Deuteronomy 7:3) . This prohibi-
tion was not based on any racial or ethnic enmity . 

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to:
1 . Summarize Ezra’s reaction to the people’s 

sin .
2 . Explain why intermarriage with foreigners 

caused Ezra grief .
3 . Write a confession to God for a specific sin 

and a corresponding course of repentant action .

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A . The Way of Escape
 B . Lesson Context
 I. Conviction of Sin (Ezra 10:1-4)
 A . Confession and Weeping (v . 1)
   The Power of Confession
 B . Covenant and Courage (vv . 2-4)
 II. Call to Appear (Ezra 10:5-8)
 A . Everyone Promises (v . 5)
 B . Ezra Mourns (v . 6)
 C . Proclamation Issued (vv . 7-8)
 III. Call to Action (Ezra 10:9-12)
 A . Fearful People (v . 9)
 B . Fearless Preacher (vv . 10-11)
 C . Faithful Practice (v . 12)
   “Good Sermon Today, Preacher!”
Conclusion
 A . Content with Mere Conviction?
 B . Prayer
 C . Thought to Remember
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Rather, God warned in Deuteronomy 7:4 that for-
eign faiths “will turn away thy son from following 
me” (compare 2 Corinthians 6:14-18) . Yet even as 
they returned from exile for sin, men of Judah were 
marrying pagan women! If these men were divorc-
ing Jewish wives as well, the result was abuse of 
divorce laws and resulting hardship for the former 
wives (compare Malachi 2:13-16; Matthew 19:1-9) . 
Ezra’s reaction to the people’s disobedience serves 
as the subject of today’s lesson .

I. Conviction of Sin
(Ezra 10:1-4)

A. Confession and Weeping (v. 1)
1a. Now when Ezra had prayed, and when 

he had confessed, weeping and casting himself 
down before the house of God.

After the initial shock of the report Ezra 
received (see Lesson Context), he immediately 
took it to heart . Ezra led by example . The sincerity 
of his distress over Judah’s sins is emphasized by 
the intensifying verbs used to describe his actions 
(compare Nehemiah 1:3-6) . Ezra’s physical pos-
ture matched his spiritual posture before the Lord . 
Both body and spirit were marked by brokenness 
and sorrow . 

The house of God refers to the temple that had 
been rebuilt after Solomon’s temple was destroyed 
in the Babylonian conquest (2 Chronicles 36:19; 
Ezra 3:7-13; 6:13-18) . Construction was com-
pleted in 515 BC, and this second temple stood 
until the Romans destroyed it in AD 70 .

1b. There assembled unto him out of Israel 
a very great congregation of men and women 
and children: for the people wept very sore.

People of all ages need good leaders . This is as 
true in the area of repentance as anything else . 
When charting revivals in the Old Testament, 
movements toward God often started with one 
leader feeling a burden (examples: 1 Samuel 7; 
2 Kings 22:1–23:30; 2 Chronicles 29–31) . Though 
the circumstances varied, the initiating factor for 
revival was someone acting on behalf of the peo-
ple . The leaders may have had a private revela-
tion or realization, followed by the gathering of 
an assembly, as here in verse 1 . Here, Ezra’s own 

conviction and contrition became an example for 
others to gather before the Lord and weep over 
their sins .

What Do You Think?
What factors must be present for you to truly 

regret your sins and repent of them?
Digging Deeper
Are those factors the same for all Christians? 

Why, or why not?

1 the PoWer of Confession 1
When Jim and Cammy (names changed) got 

married, neither was a Christian . During Cam-
my’s second pregnancy, Jim left . They divorced . 
After Cammy’s second daughter was born, a 
friend led Cammy to the Lord . She remarried, 
this time to a Christian who loves her daughters 
as his own .

Jim spiraled into alcoholism, destroying two 
more marriages . One day, gun in hand, he cried 
out to God, “If you’re real, help me!” Through a 
friend’s witness, Jim found Christ . He wrote to his 
daughters and to Cammy, expressing repentance 
and asking for forgiveness . Later he spoke face-to-
face with them all, reaffirming his repentance and 
how Christ had changed him . 

Twenty-five years later, Jim, Cammy and her 
husband, and their daughters are all friends, hav-
ing found forgiveness in Christ . As Ezra led Israel 
in confessing their sins, he was bringing the nation 
to a restored relationship with God . How can your 
own confession of sin repair your relationship with 
God and those you hurt? —C . R . B .

B. Covenant and Courage (vv. 2-4)
2a. And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, one of 

the sons of Elam, answered and said unto Ezra, 
We have trespassed against our God, and have 
taken strange wives of the people of the land.

In the Old Testament, there are at least nine 
men named Shechaniah, nine named Jehiel, and 
eight named Elam . Sorting them out is difficult! 
The Shechaniah who speaks here is a descendant 
of David according to 1 Chronicles 3:1, 21-22 . 
His father, Jehiel, was likely also the father of 
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 Obadiah, one of the returning exiles (Ezra 8:9) . 
Jehiel is included in a grouping of those guilty 
of intermarriage (Ezra 10:17-18, 26, not in our 
printed text) . It is plausible that Shechaniah over-
came personal and familial shame to speak up and 
not attempt to cover up his family’s sin . 

The Hebrew word translated trespassed regularly 
denotes the violation of a covenant relationship 
or other expected behavior in the Old Testament 
(example: 1 Chronicles 5:25) . Marital unfaith-
fulness is a frequent analogy regarding Israel’s 
relationship with God, with Israel being the adul-
terous wife (see Isaiah 62:5; Jeremiah 3:8; Ezekiel 
16:22-38) . 

The strange wives were women not part of 
the covenant people . Israel had been repeatedly 
warned that the people of the land of Canaan would 
lead them into apostasy (Deuteronomy 7:1-4; 
Joshua 23:12-13) . Whether these particular wives 
were guilty of such a thing is unknown . How-
ever, the sad example of Solomon—the wise king 
whose foreign wives “turned away his heart after 
other gods” (1 Kings 11:4)—should have stood as 
a grave warning in the time after the exile . Ezra’s 
contemporary Nehemiah reminded the people of 
Solomon’s failure, exhorting them not to suffer the 
same fate (Nehemiah 13:26-27) . 

2b. Yet now there is hope in Israel concern-
ing this thing.

A repentant heart is what makes hope possi-
ble for right relations with God to be restored . 

God’s patience with His people is demonstrated 
time and again throughout the Old Testament . 
The prophets often invoked past episodes of God’s 
gracious deliverance in order to motivate the peo-
ple toward obedience . Ezra reminded the remnant 
in Jerusalem that “God hast punished us less than 
our iniquities deserve” (Ezra 9:13) . 

Hope is always grounded in the possibil-
ity of God’s mercy . After a moral failure or per-
sonal tragedy, hope exists because, as King David 
learned firsthand, God is “good, and doest good” 
(Psalm 119:68) . Hope grounded in God’s good-
ness led others to write of God’s being gracious, 
slow to anger, and full of mercy (see Psalms 103:8; 
145:8; Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2) .

3a. Now therefore let us make a covenant 
with our God to put away all the wives, and 
such as are born of them, according to the 
counsel of my lord, and of those that tremble 
at the commandment of our God.

Now therefore signals a step forward from the 
sins of the past and present, as defined in Ezra 10:2 . 
This suggestion from Shechaniah is drastic and 
may appear cruel to modern readers . Some might 
wonder if God really wanted the men to send away 
their wives and children, considering Deuteron-
omy 21:10-14 . But in the days following the return 
from Babylon, the people were very aware of how 
unfaithfulness had led to their removal from the 
promised land . Foreign women could very well lead 
their husbands back into idolatry, as had happened 
to King Solomon . Thus the threat the foreign wives 
posed was too great to ignore . The people had to be 
intent on being holy in order to please God . 

We should note that God’s covenant peo-
ple were not to mistreat non-Israelites who lived 
among them—quite the opposite (see Leviti-
cus 19:33-34; 23:22)! But treating non-Israelites 
with kindness isn’t in the same category as inter-
marriage . The extraordinary circumstances the 
people faced called for extraordinary action .

Shechaniah referred to Ezra deferentially as my 
lord . This acknowledged Ezra’s authority to decide 
and lead the people based on what he believed was 
right . Ezra, after all, was both student and teacher 
of the Law of Moses . His conclusions on this mat-
ter were well-informed . 
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Visual for Lessons 6 & 13. While discussing verse 
11, point to this visual as you ask what situations 
need to be turned from to experience forgiveness.



Reverence and awe were given to God’s words 
as if God himself were present . God helps those 
“poor and of a contrite spirit, [who] trembleth at 
[God’s] word” (Isaiah 66:2) .

3b. And let it be done according to the law.
In view is the law that forbade certain mar-

ital unions (see Lesson Context) . Notable law- 
breakers in this regard included Salmon (who 
married Rahab, a Canaanite) and Boaz (who mar-
ried Ruth, a Moabite) . These two women are hon-
ored as ancestors of Jesus himself (Joshua 2:1; Ruth 
4:10; Matthew 1:5) . But the captivity from which 
the Jews had returned was a vivid reminder of the 
dangers of idolatry . Maybe some non-Jewish wives 
were exceptions to the rule, like Rahab and Ruth . 
But the law existed because such cases were excep-
tions, not the rule . And we also note that Rahab 
and Ruth professed allegiance to God in both 
word and action (Joshua 2:11; Ruth 1:16) . 

What Do You Think?
When considering Ezra 10:3 alongside Exodus 

34:16; 1 Kings 11:4; Matthew 5:32; Romans 
7:1-3; 1 Corinthians 7:12-14, 39; 2 Corinthians 
6:14; and 1 Timothy 5:8, how should Chris-
tians react to similar situations today?

Digging Deeper
What other texts and contexts are relevant?

 

4. Arise; for this matter belongeth unto thee: 
we also will be with thee: be of good courage, 
and do it.

We can only imagine the overwhelmingly emo-
tional toll of separating from one’s wife and chil-
dren . The difficulty of the demand is what brought 
forth the strong imperative Arise! This marks the 
beginning of the shift from conviction to action 
on the part of the leaders . 

II. Call to Appear
(Ezra 10:5-8)

A. Everyone Promises (v. 5)
5. Then arose Ezra, and made the chief 

priests, the Levites, and all Israel, to swear that 
they should do according to this word. And 
they sware.

Ezra made sure that the chief priests, the Levites, 
and all Israel were on the same page . Opposition 
to the task ahead had to be absolutely minimized 
(see Ezra 10:15)! So the leaders and lay people 
made a covenant with God to “put away all the 
wives, and such as are born of them” (10:3) . 

What Do You Think?
In what ways can you better support a fellow 

Christian in taking action to repent of sins?
Digging Deeper
How would that action differ, if at all, when deal-

ing with sin of a group?

B. Ezra Mourns (v. 6)
6. Then Ezra rose up from before the house 

of God, and went into the chamber of Johanan 
the son of Eliashib: and when he came thither, 
he did eat no bread, nor drink water: for he 
mourned because of the transgression of them 
that had been carried away.

During this emotional day, Ezra withdrew to 
be alone in the dwelling of Johanan. That man 
and his father, Eliashib, were Levites (Nehemiah 
12:23) . We recall that all priests were Levites, but 
not all  Levites were priests .

While the people were grieved and motivated 
to action, Ezra was overcome with his own grief 
regarding the transgression . His fast from bread and 
drink seems to have been spontaneous, a result of 
the pain in his spirit . When we think of mourn-
ing, it is usually in relation to death—the loss of a 
loved one or someone special . Ezra carried a sense 
of loss as he reflected on years his people wasted as 
they chased false gods and denied the Lord .

C. Proclamation Issued (vv. 7-8)
7-8. And they made proclamation through-

out Judah and Jerusalem unto all the  children 
of the captivity, that they should gather them-
selves together unto Jerusalem; and that who-
soever would not come within three days, 
according to the counsel of the princes and the 
elders, all his substance should be forfeited, 
and himself separated from the congregation 
of those that had been carried away.
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The word they likely refers to the chief priests 
and Levites to whom Ezra gave special charge to 
spread news of the covenant . But it could mean 
that each person bore the responsibility to herald 
the agreed upon terms of their resolution . 

Three days was a quick turnaround for a mes-
sage to be proclaimed and journeys to be under-
taken through all Judah and back to Jerusalem . But 
the speed with which repentance and action would 
happen throughout would indicate the importance 
the people put on rectifying their wrongs . 

The severe consequences for not coming to Jeru-
salem also reveals the seriousness of the people’s 
resolution . Forfeiting one’s land and possessions 
and being cut off from the congregation would be 
the same treatment the foreign wives experienced . 
Those so penalized would have to find their homes 
elsewhere, away from God’s people . 

III. Call to Action
(Ezra 10:9-12)

A. Fearful People (v. 9)
9. Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin 

gathered themselves together unto Jerusalem 
within three days. It was the ninth month, on 
the twentieth day of the month; and all the 
people sat in the street of the house of God, 
trembling because of this matter, and for the 
great rain.

Ten of the 12 tribes of Israel had been removed 
to Assyrian exile more than 180 years previous 
(2 Kings 17:6) . So only the two tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin, having returned from Babylonian exile, 
remained to answer the call to come to Jerusalem . 

The twentieth day of the [ninth] month corre-
sponds to early December . Rain is normal at that 
point in the year . So in addition to the spiritual 
trembling, there was also physical shivering in 
the cold, heavy rain . How often the spiritual and 
physical overlap! Distress to one’s body, whether 
in the form of illness, injury, or mere discomfort, 
often goes hand in hand with spiritual distress . 
Sometimes one results in the other; at other times 
they seem to have independent causes, but the 
presence of both multiplies the misery . In such 
conditions all the people sat outside and waited .

B. Fearless Preacher (vv. 10-11)
10. And Ezra the priest stood up, and said 

unto them, Ye have transgressed, and have 
taken strange wives, to increase the trespass of 
Israel.

Sometimes Ezra is referred to as the priest (here 
and in Ezra 10:16), sometimes he is referred to 
as “the scribe” (Nehemiah 8:1, 4, 13; 12:36), and 
sometimes by both of those terms together (Ezra 
7:11, 21; Nehemiah 8:9; 12:26) . His statement 
increase the trespass of Israel implies that the people 
hadn’t learned the lesson of the exile . Instead of 
working to decrease sin, they were working for the 
opposite (compare 2 Chronicles 28:13) . So Ezra 
restated the charge (compare Ezra 10:2a, above) .

What Do You Think?
What leadership role are you gifted to exercise 

when dealing with communal, collective sin?
Digging Deeper
What leadership actions in this regard should be 

personal and private rather than public?

11. Now therefore make confession unto the 
Lord God of your fathers, and do his pleasure: 
and separate yourselves from the people of the 
land, and from the strange wives.

Confession is the first response to conviction 
and a necessary step toward reconciliation with 
God (compare 1 John 1:9) . The next step is to fol-
low through and do [God’s] pleasure, that is, what 
He commanded in the first place, what He has 
desired all along . 

To be required to separate from the strange 
wives was not necessarily a judgment on any spe-
cific conduct on the wives’ part since no such con-
duct is listed . Instead, those wives were assumed 
to retain the priorities and religious practices of the 
people of the land among whom they had grown 
up . Only by severing their influence could the 
men of Judah and Benjamin be certain that the 
wives wouldn’t tempt them to idolatry . 

C. Faithful Practice (v. 12)
12. Then all the congregation answered and 

said with a loud voice, As thou hast said, so 
must we do.
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Concluding this part of the text is the loud voice 
of a unified people who experienced conviction of 
sin . Ezra’s leadership helped foster that commit-
ment . Any spiritual leader worth following will 
always direct people to God and His glory only .

What Do You Think?
In what kinds of situations would collective, 

communal reactions be more appropriate 
than private, individual reactions?

Digging Deeper
How do 1 Corinthians 5:1-2, 9-13 and 2 Corin-

thians 2:5-11 help frame your answer?

1 “good sermon today, PreaCher!” 1
I suspect it’s the same in most homes: parents 

frequently tell their children to clean up their 
rooms, but the kids keep dragging their feet . The 
parents’ approach may vary from gentle reminders 
to exasperated verbal assault such as “Your room 
looks like a pigpen!” Parents have been known to 
bribe with an increase in monetary allowance and/
or punish by withholding privileges or imposing 
time-outs and groundings .

Without thinking about it, Dad and Mom 
might be guilty of the same behavior they dis-
like in their offspring . The parents hear the min-
ister speaking of God’s standards and think, Yes, 
that’s something I should pay attention to some-
day. They may compliment the minister, saying, 
“Good sermon today, preacher!” That’s like their 
child responding to “Clean up your room” with, 
“Good idea, Mom . I’ll get around to it .”

Even after Judah’s “time-out” in Babylon, it 
took a while for God to get the people to “clean 
their room .” Finally, under Ezra’s dedicated lead-
ership, they responded with a positive yes to God’s 
instructions . In what situation are you putting off 
doing what God wants? —C . R . B .

Conclusion
A. Content with Mere Conviction?

One of the great gifts for Christian instruction 
in the Old Testament is seeing episode after epi-
sode of Israel’s rebellion against God and God’s 

subsequent restoration of His covenant people . In 
today’s text, we have been party to yet another 
instance of this . The people of God were again 
in danger of sliding back into idolatry because 
of their disobedience to God’s law . This is a 
reminder that God’s laws are put in place for our 
good and His glory . Like the ancient Jews, we too 
are tempted by the culture that surrounds us—
including the temptation to marry unbelievers (see 
2 Corinthians 6:14-18) . 

God’s mercy provided hope for Israel to be 
restored to a right relationship with Him . But that 
required someone who would take the lead! Not 
everyone is gifted in the same way in this regard, 
and different leaders may respond differently to 
the same problem . (It’s rather humorous to con-
trast Ezra’s leader ship style in Ezra 9:3 with that of 
Nehemiah in Nehemiah 13:25 .) But it all begins 
with having a burden of the heart and soul .

God’s forgiving grace is available to us because 
of the person and work of Jesus Christ . The 
church is His bride (2 Corinthians 11:2; Revela-
tion 19:7-9; 21:2, 9; 22:17) . May we be faithful to 
our bridegroom!

B. Prayer
Dear Father, guard our hearts against rational-

izing our sins! Convict us so that repentant action 
may follow! May Your Word ever guide us to be 
faithful . In Jesus’ name we pray . Amen .

C. Thought to Remember
Action is the hallmark of true conviction .
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HOW TO SAY IT
 Assyrian Uh-sear-ee-un .
 Babylonian Bab-ih-low-nee-un .
 Cyrus Sigh-russ .
 Eliashib E-lye-uh-shib .
 Hezekiah Hez-ih-kye-uh .
 Jehiel Jay-hi-eel .
 Johanan Jo-hay-nan .
 Josiah Jo-sigh-uh .
 Nebuchadnezzar Neb-yuh-kud-nez-er .
 Nehemiah Nee-huh-my-uh .
 Shechaniah She-kawn-yay .



Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson
Put class members into pairs to complete this 

sentence:

The toughest decision I ever made was ______.

After a few minutes, ask volunteers to share 
results of their discussions with the whole class . 
Make a transition by saying, “As we explore the 
thoughts and actions of a man in today’s lesson, 
think about whether his decisions were harder 
than any you’ve ever had to make .”

Into the Word
Create the setting by summarizing the Lesson 

Context as well as key elements of Ezra’s mourn-
ing and prayer that is recorded in Ezra 9 .

Distribute handouts (you prepare) with the fol-
lowing, or simply write them on the board:

 What Ezra felt: ________________

 Advice Ezra received: ________________

 What Ezra demanded: ________________

 How people responded: ________________

Ask a volunteer to read today’s text while class 
members listen for entries for these four . Then 
summarize the facts of the story by comment ing 
on each as appropriate . 

Have class members regroup with partners they 
chose earlier . Give some pairs the follow ing on 
handouts (you prepare) to complete:

How does today’s passage illustrate the following?
• Sin cannot be excused .
• God will restore those who repent .
• Sin results in suffering .
• Recognizing sin for what it is is vital for restoring 

relationship with God .
• Sin among God’s people must be addressed, even 

by those not personally guilty of the sin at issue .
• One person who mourns sin can lead a whole 

nation to repent . 
• God does not take sin lightly .

Give the other study pairs the following set of 
questions on handouts (you prepare):

What might have happened . . . 
• if Ezra had condemned the people without nam-

ing himself among the nation that had failed?
• if Shechaniah had tried to minimize the serious-

ness of the people’s sin?
• if Ezra had chosen a less severe remedy for the 

sinful intermarriages?
• if the leading priests and Levites had failed to 

take the oath Ezra demanded?
• if Ezra had experienced only disappointment or 

disgust instead of agony at the unfaithfulness?

Reconvene for whole-class discussion of discov-
eries, insights, and conclusions .

Option. After the discussion, distribute copies 
of the “What Would You Say?” exercise from the 
activity page, which you can download for learn-
ers to complete in pairs as indicated . Be prepared 
to offer your own conclusions .

Into Life
Distribute slips of paper and ask participants to 

write down (in code, if they wish) one personal sin 
they have avoided confronting, adding a course of 
action to correct this problem and remove the sin . 
Stress that you will not collect the slips; rather, 
learners are to put them where they will serve as a 
reminder to bring their sin and their repentance 
before God in prayers this week . 

Option. Distribute to study pairs copies of one 
or two sentences of the “Stinkin’ Thinkin’” exer-
cise from the activity page along with instructions . 
Allow three minutes for discussion before having 
the whole class consider the entire list .

Close with a time of guided prayer as you chal-
lenge learners to pray silently in response to this 
prompt: “God, help me know that my sin matters . 
Thank You for forgiveness through the sacrifice of 
Your Son! As I remember that sacrifice, I will take 
the following actions to reject this sin .”
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17 Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress 
that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and 
the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, 
and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that 
we be no more a reproach.

18 Then I told them of the hand of 
my God which was good upon me; 

as also the king’s words that he 
had spoken unto me. And they 

said, Let us rise up and build. 
So they strengthened their 
hands for this good work.

19 But when Sanballat the 
Horonite, and Tobiah the 
servant, the Ammonite, and 
Geshem the Arabian, heard it, 

they laughed us to scorn, and 
despised us, and said, What is 

this thing that ye do? will ye rebel 
against the king?
20 Then answered I them, and said 

unto them, The God of heaven, he will pros-
per us; therefore we his servants will arise and 
build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor 
memorial, in Jerusalem.

Nehemiah 2:11-20
11 So I came to Jerusalem, and was there 

three days.
12 And I arose in the night, I and some few 

men with me; neither told I any man what my 
God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem: 
neither was there any beast with me, save the 
beast that I rode upon.

13 And I went out by night by the gate 
of the valley, even before the dragon 
well, and to the dung port, and viewed 
the walls of Jerusalem, which were 
broken down, and the gates thereof 
were consumed with fire.

14 Then I went on to the gate of the 
fountain, and to the king’s pool: but 
there was no place for the beast that 
was under me to pass.

15 Then went I up in the night by the 
brook, and viewed the wall, and turned 
back, and entered by the gate of the valley, 
and so returned.

16 And the rulers knew not whither I went, 
or what I did; neither had I as yet told it to the 
Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor 
to the rulers, nor to the rest that did the work.

Devotional Reading: Daniel 9:4-6, 15-19
Background Scripture: Nehemiah 2:11-20; 13:1-22

The Restoring
Builder

April 18
Lesson 7 (KJV)

Key Verse
Said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are 

burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach. 
—Nehemiah 2:17
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Introduction
A. Upgrading the Ugly

In my city, I occasionally see signs that read, 
“We Buy Ugly Houses .” Apparently the persons 
or companies who post these signs are interested 
in renovating “ugly houses” in order to sell them 
for a profit . The original home was undervalued 
because of its various flaws; the refinished prod-
uct is intended to have good return on investment . 
The proliferation of television shows, magazine 
articles, and websites devoted to “flipping” houses 
demonstrates the wide appeal of this business .

Long ago, Nehemiah was interested in renovat-
ing an “ugly city,” the once great city of Jerusalem . 
He wanted to address a condition of disrepair and 
confusion in Jerusalem, but his deeper motives 
and his leadership skill in so doing still have much 
to teach us today .

B. Lesson Context
Jerusalem had been a distinguished city, the 

political and spiritual capital of the nation of Israel 
under David’s leadership (1 Chronicles 11:4-9; 
15) . Solomon added to its greatness by the mag-
nificent temple that he built there (2 Chronicles 
3) . But following the division of the nation and 
the rise of ungodly kings who allowed idolatry 
and accompanying abhorrent practices to flour-
ish in the land, Jerusalem became filled with such 
wickedness and evil that the judgment of God fell 
on it . In 586 BC the Babylonians finally breached 
the city walls, following a siege of 18 months (see 
lesson 8) . The city’s state of massive disrepair still 
existed in the time of Nehemiah, some 140 years 
later .

Nehemiah was cupbearer to Artaxerxes (Nehe-
miah 1:11), king of the Persians, who ruled from 
465 to 425 BC . The Persians had conquered the 
Babylonians in 539 BC . Cyrus, ruler of the Per-
sians at the time, had permitted any of the Jews 
who desired to do so to return to their home . 
Approximately 50,000 did (Ezra 2:64-65), but 
there were those, such as members of Nehemiah’s 
family, who chose to remain in Persia .

Nehemiah 1 describes what happened in the 
twentieth year of Artaxerxes, which would have 

lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to:
1 . Summarize the results of Nehemiah’s 

nighttime excursion around Jerusalem .
2 . Explain why faith in the Lord and careful 

planning are not necessarily contradictory .
3 . Prepare a testimony of how God’s hand has 

been at work in his or her life .

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A . Upgrading the Ugly
 B . Lesson Context
 I. Surveying the City (Nehemiah 2:11-16)
 A . Arriving and Waiting (v . 11)
 B . Diagnosing the Damage (v . 12-16)
   Assessing the Situation
 II. Summoning the Leaders 
 (Nehemiah 2:17-18)
 A . Encouragement to Build (v . 17)
 B . Evidence of God’s Hand (v . 18)
   The Importance of Buy-In
 III. Scorning the Critics (Nehemiah 2:19-20)
 A . Words of Contempt (v . 19)
 B . Words of Conviction (v . 20)
Conclusion
 A . Good Hands
 B . Prayer
 C . Thought to Remember

Prophets Faithful To
 God’s Covenant

Unit 2: Prophets of Restoration
Lessons 5–8
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been 445 BC . Nehemiah received news from his 
brother, Hanani, of the sad state of affairs back 
home in Jerusalem: 

The remnant that are left of the captivity there in 
the province are in great affliction and reproach: 
the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the 
gates thereof are burned with fire (Nehemiah 1:3) . 

Deeply troubled over such disheartening con-
ditions, Nehemiah responded with tears, fasting, 
and fervent prayer (1:4) . He confessed his own 
sins and the sins of his fellow Jews and begged the 
Lord to honor His promise to bless His people if 
they turned from their sinful ways (1:5-10) . 

Nehemiah then asked the Lord that he might 
receive mercy from the king (Nehemiah 1:11) . 
That involved Artaxerxes’s granting permission to 
Nehemiah to travel to his homeland of Judah and 
lead an effort to repair the wall and the gates of his 
beloved city of Jerusalem (2:1-9) . 

Nehemiah’s request included protection for the 
journey (contrast Ezra 8:22) and also provision of 
supplies needed for the projects that were planned . 
While the king did indeed grant Nehemiah’s 
request, Nehemiah knew that any favor he had 
been shown had come from the Lord to whom 
he had prayed (2:4) and whose “good hand” (2:8) 
would be seen time and again in the upcoming 
endeavors .

When Nehemiah arrived, he gave the territory 
administrators the letters provided by King Artax-
erxes that verified the king’s support for Nehemi-
ah’s undertaking . The letters also confirmed the 
king’s allocation of the resources needed for the 
rebuilding efforts (Nehemiah 2:7-9) .

I. Surveying the City
(Nehemiah 2:11-16)

A. Arriving and Waiting (v. 11)
11. So I came to Jerusalem, and was there 

three days.
The journey from Susa, the capital city of the 

Persian Empire, to Jerusalem was nearly 1,100 
miles . A daylight walking pace of two miles per 
hour for six days per week (resting on the Sabbath) 
means a trip of about three months’ duration . The 
three days therefore provided some needed rest for 

Nehemiah after such a long journey . The break 
also gave him the opportunity to plan his strategy, 
an approach he would use again before confront-
ing another problem (Nehemiah 5:6-7) .

What Do You Think?
What factors should cause you to determine 

that a strategic, multi-day delay on a project 
is not merely procrastination?

Digging Deeper
Was Paul admitting to procrastination in Acts 

22:16? Why, or why not?

B. Diagnosing the Damage (vv. 12-16)
12. And I arose in the night, I and some few 

men with me; neither told I any man what my 
God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem: 
neither was there any beast with me, save the 
beast that I rode upon.

Nehemiah was aware of the fact that not every-
one in the territory was on board with what he was 
planning to do (Nehemiah 2:10) . Thus an excur-
sion by night under cover of darkness was most 
likely the best way to examine the city and assess 
what needed to be done . Only a few men needed 
to accompany Nehemiah on such a mission; per-
haps they were residents of Jerusalem who knew 
the layout of the city and could serve as guides . 
Or they might have been trusted advisers who 
had also traveled from Persia and could offer wise 
counsel . There was also no need for a large num-
ber of animals, whose sound might attract atten-
tion to the group (see 2:14, below) . 

Nehemiah was secretive about his intention to 
rebuild Jerusalem’s walls and gates . Disclosing his 
plans too early could put the entire enterprise in 
jeopardy, so Nehemiah bided his time to gather 
information . His sense of appropriate timing was 
a quality that made Nehemiah a capable leader .

13. And I went out by night by the gate of the 
valley, even before the dragon well, and to the 
dung port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, 
which were broken down, and the gates thereof 
were consumed with fire.

It appears that Nehemiah did not make a com-
plete circuit of Jerusalem but only of the southern 
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area (see Nehemiah 2:14-15, below) . At the same 
time, locating precisely some of the places cited 
is difficult . The gate of the valley appears to have 
been at the southwestern side of Jerusalem . Sec-
ond Chronicles 26:9 records that King Uzziah of 
Judah built a tower there . Nehemiah 3:13 notes 
the repairs done to the gate itself and this section 
of the wall and includes the detail that it covered 
“a thousand cubits” (or 1,500 feet) .

The location of the dragon well is disputed, 
though it is often identified with the pool of 
Siloam on Jerusalem’s southern side . The dung port 
may describe the gate leading to the trash dump 
in the Hinnom Valley, to the south of Jerusalem . 
This also required repair (Nehemiah 3:14) .

The scene before Nehemiah was very much 
in keeping with what his brother Hanani had 
described to him (Nehemiah 1:3) . Nehemiah’s 
survey of the walls and gates must have disturbed 
him . It’s one thing to hear a report of destruction 
(see Lesson Context) and quite another to see it 
firsthand .

14. Then I went on to the gate of the foun-
tain, and to the king’s pool: but there was no 
place for the beast that was under me to pass.

The gate of the fountain was possibly situated in 
the southeastern wall of Jerusalem . The king’s pool 
may have been a part of King Hezekiah’s project 
to bring water into the city to improve its odds of 
survival in a prolonged siege (2 Kings 20:20) . The 
rubble at the pool was so excessive that the beast 

Nehemiah was riding could not get through . This 
detail emphasizes the enormity of the devastation 
he found in Jerusalem .

15. Then went I up in the night by the 
brook, and viewed the wall, and turned back, 
and entered by the gate of the valley, and so 
returned.

The brook mentioned here is probably the 
Kidron, a name also attached to the accompa-
nying valley east of Jerusalem . Nehemiah thus 
retraced his path, going back to the gate of the val-
ley where he started (Nehemiah 2:13) .

16. And the rulers knew not whither I went, 
or what I did; neither had I as yet told it to the 
Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor 
to the rulers, nor to the rest that did the work.

This verse again highlights the secrecy of 
Nehemiah’s journey by night (compare Nehe-
miah 2:12) . In these initial planning stages, there 
was wisdom in gathering information and con-
sidering his plans carefully without questioning 
a large group of people about the strategy needed 
to address the required repairs . To have done the 
latter may have resulted in immediate  negativity 
—a “we can’t do that” attitude . See the better 
approach, next .

What Do You Think?
What kinds of ministries may need to be con-

ducted with a level of secrecy at first?
Digging Deeper
How do texts such as Matthew 6:3-6; Mark 7:24; 

and John 7:10; 18:20 inform your answer? Are 
you comfortable working in secret when that 
mode is called for? Why, or why not?

1 assessing the situation 1
I served for many years as an administrator and 

professor in Christian colleges . In each one, we 
assessed our work . Peer review of teachers’ class-
room work was done regularly . At the end of the 
semester, students were asked for input about their 
classes . Financial operations were scrutinized by 
both internal and external auditors . Since these 
were Christian colleges, we also sought to deter-
mine if the totality of institutional programs 
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ing for God yielded both opposition and blessing.



encouraged the spiritual growth of our stu-
dents . We asked individual and church support-
ers whether we were fulfilling our mission . All of 
these assessment tools helped us to carry out our 
mission of providing excellence in education .

Nehemiah’s first step toward rebuilding Jerusa-
lem’s wall was assessing the damage caused by the 
Babylonian siege many decades earlier . The Bible 
encourages us—by example and command—to 
regularly assess our personal spiritual condition 
(Psalm 119:33-36; Romans 12:1-3) . How does 
doing so prepare you to serve Christ? —C . R . B .

II. Summoning the Leaders
(Nehemiah 2:17-18)

A. Encouragement to Build (v. 17)
17. Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress 

that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and 
the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, 
and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that 
we be no more a reproach.

Nothing is said about the span of time between 
Nehemiah’s excursion and his meeting with the 
groups named in the previous verse . Most likely 
he convened them as soon as he could, given that 
the condition of the wall left Jerusalem vulnera-
ble to attack . 

There was an important emotional reason to 
have strong walls in a city, too . The city was an 
object of derision and mockery (a reproach) in 
its current state (compare 2 Chronicles 7:19-22; 
Psalm 44:13-14) . Jerusalem was the holy city, the 
site of God’s temple . It needed to be maintained in 
a way appropriate to this distinction . Thus Nehe-
miah described the decrepit state of Jerusalem as 
something that was not only troubling to the res-
idents of the city but also disdainful to outsiders . 

Nehemiah used the first-person plural pro-
nouns we and us. He identified with those who 
were concerned about the dismal condition of 
Jerusalem . The solution as he saw it was of prac-
tical value . Rebuilding the wall offered protection 
as well as going a long way toward rehabilitating 
the feeling that Jerusalem itself was in ruins . Three 
considerations determined where ancient cities 
were built: (1) access to water, (2) access to trade 

routes, and (3) defensibility . A great city needed 
all three! A city without walls was vulnerable to 
enemy armies . Nehemiah 13:15-22 reveals a way 
that the completed walls would help the residents 
of the city obey God . 

What Do You Think?
Do you respond more readily to an appeal to 

help fix an obvious deficiency, or to an appeal 
to improve an existing “good enough” situa-
tion? Why is that?

Digging Deeper
Considering Luke 12:16-21, what helps you 

keep pure motives in the second situation?

B. Evidence of God’s Hand (v. 18)
18a. Then I told them of the hand of my God 

which was good upon me; as also the king’s 
words that he had spoken unto me. 

Nehemiah was speaking to people who perhaps 
had become rather skeptical concerning God’s 
plan and purpose for them and for the city of Jeru-
salem . Over the years since the return of the exiles 
from captivity in Babylon, various attempts to 
rebuild Jerusalem had been thwarted (see Ezra 4) . 

At first Nehemiah’s proposal may have sounded 
like just another plan that would meet with fail-
ure and simply add to the people’s disillusionment . 
But when he spoke of the hand of my God which 
was good upon me, he offered reason for new hope 
of success . Throughout the Old Testament, the 
mention of God’s hand represents the work that 
God does in the world (examples: Exodus 6:1; 
Joshua 4:24; Isaiah 41:17-20) . 

When Nehemiah came to the Lord in prayer 
after hearing of the sad condition of Jerusalem, 
he noted how the Lord had redeemed the cove-
nant people, of whom Nehemiah was a part, with 
a “strong hand” (Nehemiah 1:10) . Nehemiah was 
able to provide evidence that God’s hand was at 
work on His people’s behalf . Previous rebuilding 
had been stymied by opposition (Ezra 4) . But at 
this time Artaxerxes had given his approval and 
full support to the work in Jerusalem . Even so, the 
true king, the King of kings, was the one in ulti-
mate control of His people’s welfare .
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18b. And they said, Let us rise up and build. 
So they strengthened their hands for this good 
work.

The people’s response must have emboldened 
Nehemiah and lifted his spirits. The fact that the 
people then strengthened their hands fits nicely 
with the image of God’s hand on the project . The 
fact of God’s powerful hand leading and blessing 
does not eliminate the need for human hands to 
do their part . He prefers to work through people 
instead of just accomplishing His purposes all on 
His own (compare and contrast Isaiah 6:8; Eze-
kiel 22:30) . 

What Do You Think?
At what stage of a ministry project should you, 

as a leader or follower, pause for a private 
evaluation of motives for participating?

Digging Deeper
How can the record of the differing motives 

behind the “let us build” lines of Genesis 11:4; 
Nehemiah 2:18; 2 Chronicles 14:7; and Ezra 
4:1-5 help frame your conclusion?

1 the imPortanCe of buy-in 1
On the television show Shark Tank, entrepre-

neurs demonstrate their products to a group of 
wealthy investors—the “sharks”—who then ques-
tion the entrepreneurs before they decide whether 
to “buy in .” They ask about the entrepreneurs’ per-
sonal investment in the company, how long their 
product has been on the market, how much profit 
has been made, and any personal information that 
might bear on the sharks’ interest in financing the 
project . Buy-in offers involve money on loan, a 
percentage of ownership in the company, and/or 
control over running the company in exchange 
for the investment, manufacturing, or marketing 
expertise the shark can offer . 

Nehemiah realized he needed buy-in from Jeru-
salem’s leadership to have success rebuilding the 
city’s walls . Church leaders who ignore this princi-
ple do so at their own risk . A program will succeed 
only with the congregation’s support . What does 
the health of your church’s ministries say about 
the congregation’s record on buy-ins? And what 

does that reveal, in turn, about prayer practices to 
get God’s buy-in? —C . R . B .

III. Scorning the Critics
(Nehemiah 2:19-20)

A. Words of Contempt (v. 19)
19. But when Sanballat the Horonite, 

and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and 
Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed 
us to scorn, and despised us, and said, What 
is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel against 
the king?

Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, 
the Ammonite have already been introduced as 
villains (see Nehemiah 2:10) . Any worthwhile 
undertaking for the Lord is bound to encounter 
opposition of some kind; consensus is desirable 
but is not always achieved (compare Ezra 10:15) .

The word Horonite may indicate that Sanballat 
is from Bethhoron, a town about 12 miles from 
Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 6:68) . Though likely part 
of a northern Israelite tribe, he always opposed 
Nehemiah’s work on behalf of Judah and Jerusa-
lem (example: Nehemiah 6) . The Ammonite peo-
ple, located east of the Jordan River, had long been 
enemies of Israel (example: Deuteronomy 23:3-4), 
and Tobiah was not an exception . He was related 
by marriage to some of Nehemiah’s companions 
and had many supporters among the Jews (Nehe-
miah 6:17-19; see lesson 6) .

Arabians were also a Transjordan people . 
During the Persian period (539–331 BC), they 
engaged in much trade and commerce . Geshem 
may have been opposed to any program promot-
ing the welfare of the Jews if he saw it as a threat 
to his business dealings (vested interests) .

An accusation of rebelling against the king had 
succeeded in halting an earlier rebuilding effort 
(Ezra 4) . But Nehemiah had the full backing of 
the king . He knew the claims of his critics were 
baseless .

B. Words of Conviction (v. 20)
20a. Then answered I them, and said unto 

them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us; 
therefore we his servants will arise and build. 
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There is no record of Nehemiah’s mentioning 
King Artaxerxes in his reply to the scoffing of his 
enemies . Instead, he appealed to a higher court: 
the God of heaven. Since God had guided Nehe-
miah to this point, Nehemiah knew that God was 
not going to abandon him or the people who had 
committed themselves to arise and build.

20b. But ye have no portion, nor right, nor 
memorial, in Jerusalem.

The Hebrew word translated portion is used 
to refer to God’s division of the promised land 
among the tribes of Israel (examples: Joshua 14:4; 
18:5; 19:9) . Any portion Sanballat had had as an 
Israelite was revoked when God sent the 10 north-
ern tribes into exile for their faithlessness (2 Kings 
17:6-23; compare Ezra 4:3; Acts 8:21) . 

Regarding the idea of memorial, see Exodus 
28:12 . The opponents did not have the historical 
ties to the city that Nehemiah and his cowork-
ers did . They had no legal right (compare 2 Sam-
uel 19:28) to interfere with what Nehemiah was 
doing . With the king’s complete support, Nehe-
miah boldly drew a clear line that would remain 
intact despite any continued resistance that his 
enemies directed his way (Nehemiah 4, 6, etc .) .

What Do You Think?
Under what circumstances would you refuse the 

help of someone else on a ministry project?
Digging Deeper
How do Mark 9:38-40; 1 Corinthians 5:11; and 

Ephesians 5:11 influence your answer, if at all?

Conclusion
A. Good Hands

Often when asking for help, we say, “Give me 
a hand with this .” An often told tale illustrates 
the wisdom of asking for help when a task is too 
big for us .

As the story goes, a father watched through the 
kitchen window as his small son tried to move a 
large rock in the yard . The boy couldn’t get quite 
enough leverage to tip the rock over . 

At one point the father came outside and asked 
the boy, “Can’t you lift the rock?” 

“No, Dad, I just can’t do it .” 

“Are you using all the strength you have?” 
The boy responded, “Yes, but I just can’t move 

it .” 
The father replied, “No, you’re not using all the 

strength you have because you haven’t asked me 
to help .”

Nehemiah was going to have, not just one rock, 
but a whole pile of rocks and rubble to move in 
order to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem . But heav-
enly and earthly hands would give him more than 
enough help . 

Nehemiah could have sung, as a precursor to 
the old hymn, “He’s got the whole wall in His 
hands .” Like the little boy, our efforts matter, but 
they will not succeed all on their own . If we ask 
our Father for help, He has us and every task He 
gives us in His hands as well . Fervent prayer on 
the part of Nehemiah played a vital part (Nehe-
miah 1:4-6, 11; 2:4; 4:9; 6:14) .

B. Prayer
God, give us Your powerful hand! Without it 

we are weak; with it we have strength to overcome 
any obstacle . Let us rise up and build Your church, 
confident in Your promise to be with us . May our 
hands be strengthened for the work to which You 
have called us . In Jesus’ name we pray . Amen .

C. Thought to Remember
Pray for God’s powerful hand to be 

at work in your life daily .
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HOW TO SAY IT
 Ammonite Am-un-ite .
 Artaxerxes Are-tuh-zerk-seez .
 Babylonian Bab-ih-low-nee-un .
 Cyrus Sigh-russ .
 Geshem Gee-shem (G as in get) .
 Hanani Huh-nay-nye .
 Horonite Hor-oh-night .
 Nehemiah Nee-huh-my-uh .
 Persia Per-zhuh .
 Sanballat San-bal-ut .
 Susa Soo-suh .
 Tobiah Toe-bye-uh .
 Uzziah Uh-zye-uh .



Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson
Have the following sentences on your board as 

class members arrive:
Someone opposed my decision when . . .

I objected to someone’s decision when . . .
I supported someone’s decision when . . .

Ask participants to turn to someone next to 
them (preferably not a spouse) and swap stories 
that begin with one of these phrases . After a few 
minutes, call for volunteers to share with the class 
the story they heard (that is, not one of their own 
stories) . Ensure that the one who “owns” the story 
doesn’t mind it being shared with the class .

Transition by saying, “Today, we’ll (1) consider 
the application of the old saying ‘timing is every-
thing’ when doing God’s work and (2) reactions 
people have when they see that work being done .”

Into the Word
Establish the historical setting for today’s lesson 

by summarizing material from the Lesson Con-
text . As you read today’s text aloud, have partic-
ipants imagine what Nehemiah was thinking or 
feeling at each juncture of the story .

Divide the class into pairs or triads and give 
each group a slip of paper on which you have 
printed one of the following regarding Nehe-
miah 2, today’s text: Secrecy Group: verses 11-12; 
Inspection Group: verses 13-16; Announcement 
Group: verses 17-18; Opposition Group: verses 
19-20 . (For larger classes, make duplicate assign-
ments; for smaller classes, give more than on 
assignment to groups .)

Ask participants to imagine they are writing an 
entry in Nehemiah’s diary after the event(s) on 
their slip(s) happened, picturing themselves in that 
time and place . After about five minutes, have vol-
unteers read aloud, in Scripture text order, their 
diary entries . Spend time discussing how the four 
segments interact and are interdependent .

Option 1. Distribute copies of the “It’s a 
Secret!” exercise from the activity page, which 
you can download . Discuss the top half of this 
particular exercise as a class; then have partici-
pants form study pairs (or triads) to answer the 
two questions in its bottom half . Discuss conclu-
sions as a class . 

Option 2. To expand consideration of opposi-
tion to Nehemiah, distribute copies of the “A Tale 
of Three Enemies” exercise from the activity page . 
Have participants work in study pairs to complete 
it as indicated . Discuss conclusions as appropriate .

Into Life
To remind your learners of Nehemiah’s testi-

mony of God’s hand on his life and his leadership 
(verse 18), distribute handouts (you prepare) on 
8½" x 11" paper with the following instructions:

Taking no more than one minute . . . 
1–Trace an outline of your hand .
2–Label the fingers with up to four life  incidents, 

one per finger (leave thumb blank), in which 
you have seen God’s leading . 

3–Put a star beside the most significant incident .
After the one-minute time limit, have partic-

ipants share in their groups the most important 
life crossroads where God’s guidance made the 
difference . 

Finally, challenge students to label the thumb 
with a situation where they’re still seeking God’s 
guidance (you could use the analogy of a thumb 
used for hitchhiking) . After a time limit of one 
minute, ask volunteers to share situations .

In closing whole-class discussion, pose the fol-
lowing questions regarding the thumb labels: 
1–How have your experiences been like Nehemiah’s? 
2–How does your review of God’s past guidance 

encourage you about the guidance you now seek?
For each situation shared, ask a volunteer to 

pray about it . Close with these prayers for God’s 
guidance in the lives of your class members .
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12 Princes are hanged up by their hand: the 
faces of elders were not honoured.

13 They took the young men to grind, and 
the children fell under the wood.

14 The elders have ceased from the gate, the 
young men from their musick.

15 The joy of our heart is ceased; our dance 
is turned into mourning.

16 The crown is fallen from 
our head: woe unto us, that we 
have sinned!

17 For this our heart is faint; 
for these things our eyes are dim.

18 Because of the mountain of 
Zion, which is desolate, the foxes 
walk upon it.

19 Thou, O Lord, remainest 
for ever; thy throne from genera-
tion to generation.

20 Wherefore dost thou forget 
us for ever, and forsake us so long time?

21 Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we 
shall be turned; renew our days as of old.

22 But thou hast utterly rejected us; thou art 
very wroth against us.

Lamentations 5
1 Remember, O Lord, what is come upon us: 

consider, and behold our reproach.
2 Our inheritance is turned to strangers, our 

houses to aliens.
3 We are orphans and fatherless, our moth-

ers are as widows.
4 We have drunken our water for money; 

our wood is sold unto us.
5 Our necks are under persecution: 

we labour, and have no rest.
6 We have given the hand to the 

Egyptians, and to the Assyrians, to be 
satisfied with bread.

7 Our fathers have sinned, and are 
not; and we have borne their iniquities.

8 Servants have ruled over us: there 
is none that doth deliver us out of their 
hand.

9 We gat our bread with the peril of 
our lives because of the sword of the wilderness.

10 Our skin was black like an oven because 
of the terrible famine.

11 They ravished the women in Zion, and 
the maids in the cities of Judah.
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Devotional Reading: Lamentations 3:22-33
Background Scripture: Lamentations 5

The Nation’s
Plea

April 25
Lesson 8 (KJV)

Key Verse
Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we shall be turned; renew our days as of old. —Lamentations 5:21



Introduction
A. In Memory Of

When is the last time you heard a sermon or les-
son from the book of Lamentations? Christians in 
the Western world have a difficult time with this 
question . Lamentations has been largely neglected 
in favor of texts that call us to joyful worship . Even 
in personal devotional time, Lamentations is often 
bypassed in favor of almost anything else . We don’t 
like to dwell on pain, which is what Lamentations 
does . Think about it: Would you rather watch a 
cheery movie about the birth of Christ or a solemn 
movie about His crucifixion? 

But remembering tragedy, as important as that 
is, isn’t the only purpose of Lamentations . The 
book can also teach us much about our relation-
ship with God—if we let it .

B. Lesson Context
The book of Lamentations reflects the period 

of about 586 – 538 BC, the period of Babylonian 
captivity . Assyria had taken the northern tribes of 
Israel into exile earlier, in 722 BC (2 Kings 17:1-
6) . “There was none left but the tribe of Judah 
only” (17:18) . But despite the warnings of many 
prophets, Judah continued in sin (21:10-15) . The 
writer of Lamentations, commonly taken to be 
Jeremiah (see the Lesson Context of lesson 9), had 
warned Judah for many years that God’s judg-
ment was coming (Jeremiah 25:2-11) .

As instruments of God’s wrath, the Babylonians 
destroyed Jerusalem in 586 BC (2 Chronicles 
36:15-20) . Many who were left alive were carried 
into exile; the weak and the poor were left behind 
to contend with foreign settlers (2 Kings 25:1-21) .

The five chapters of Lamentations do not shy 
away from describing that devastation and its 
aftermath . Lack of food resulted in starvation 
(Lamentations 2:12; 4:4-5) and cannibalism 
(2:20; 4:10) . Those who did not die by the sword 
were weak with hunger and disease (4:9) .

For all the chaos of the setting, Jeremiah was 
very intentional in the literary forms he used when 
writing this book . The first four chapters are all 
acrostics . This means that each verse begins with 
a different letter of the Hebrew alphabet, in con-

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to:
1 . Describe the historical context of the book 

of Lamentations .
2 . Summarize the reasons for the people’s 

mourning .
3 . Lament having sinned against God .

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A . In Memory Of
 B . Lesson Context
 I. Confrontation (Lamentations 5:1-15)
 A . Remember! (v . 1)
 B . Results of “Their” Sins (vv . 2-14)
 C . Reversal (v . 15)
   Words for Mourning
 II. Confession (Lamentations 5:16-22)
 A . Of “Our” Sins (vv . 16-18)
 B . Of the Lord’s Reign (v . 19)
 C . Of Hope and Fear (vv . 20-22)
   Has God Forgotten You?
Conclusion
 A . Called to Lament
 B . Prayer
 C . Thought to Remember
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secutive order . In English this would mean begin-
ning the first verse with A, the second with B, etc . 
There are 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet, thus 
there are 22 verses in each of chapters 1, 2, and 4 . 
Chapter 3 is a bit different with 66 verses because 
the acrostic format appears there three times .

This tight orderliness was perhaps a way for Jer-
emiah to organize what he saw . If so, it is a sub-
tle hint that, though on the surface all seems lost, 
order still exists—or at least could exist again .

Lamentations 5 does not have an acrostic pat-
tern . That is not accidental, since it is the same 
length as chapters 1, 2, and 4 . The discontinuance 
of the careful pattern seems to mimic the ebbing 
fortunes of the people . For all their cries to God, 
no help seemed to be forthcoming (compare 3:44) . 

I. Confrontation
(Lamentations 5:1-15)

A. Remember! (v. 1)
1. Remember, O Lord, what is come upon 

us: consider, and behold our reproach.
Though the acrostic pattern disappears in this 

chapter (see Lesson Context), Jeremiah continued 
to use characteristic Hebrew repetition . Piling on 
synonyms was a way Hebrew poetry emphasized 
a point . This characteristic is evident throughout 
the lesson text . The effect is to give a full account 
of the pain of the people, who speak as one here .

Asking God to remember is not primarily a 
plea for Him to recall information, but for Him 
to act . Consider and behold both echo remember. 
Putting these three verbs together conveys a sense 
of urgency for God to see what is happening to 
His people and to act without delay . 

The phrase What is come upon us suggests that 
the people saw themselves as passive recipients of 
the tragedy that had befallen them; the phrase our 
reproach is parallel (compare Psalm 44:13-16) . But 
the people’s circumstances were because of their 
sins, not mere twists of fate . Lamentations 1:5; 
2:14; and 3:42 reveal the whole story .

B. Results of “Their” Sins (vv. 2-14) 
2. Our inheritance is turned to strangers, 

our houses to aliens.

The inheritance (and its poetic parallel, our 
houses) in the promised land was of great impor-
tance to Israel . It was a sign of God’s faithful 
promise to Abraham (Genesis 15:18; 17:8) and 
continuing faithfulness to Abraham’s descen-
dants . Laws governed inheritance to ensure that 
no one in Israel would lose the family’s land per-
manently (see Leviticus 25:13-16, 23-34; Num-
bers 36:7-9) . Imagine, then, how devastating 
it was for that inheritance—with all its God-
ordained  safeguards —to be lost to strangers and 
aliens (compare Job 19:15, where the underlying 
Hebrew words also are parallel to one another). 
The land’s falling into the hands of people who 
were outside of God’s covenant jeopardized 
Judah’s ever receiving it back .

3. We are orphans and fatherless, our moth-
ers are as widows.

Orphans ( fatherless children, not necessarily 
motherless) and widows were protected people 
under God’s covenant (example: Deuteronomy 
10:18) . They were to be taken under the wing of 
the community so that they could thrive in less 
than ideal conditions (24:19-21) . In a horrible 
reversal of fortunes, God’s judgment has created 
widows and orphans in Judah, just as He warned 
(Exodus 22:24; Jeremiah 15:8; 18:21) .

What Do You Think?
With James 1:27 in mind, how can you be more 

proactive in seeking out those in need?
Digging Deeper
What parts of such a ministry, if any, should be 

reserved for those especially gifted in it?

4. We have drunken our water for money; 
our wood is sold unto us.

Both the water and the wood (along with all 
other resources) in the promised land had been 
given to the Israelites for their use . Paying money 
to the invaders from Babylon emphasizes that the 
land was no longer controlled by Judah; this sug-
gested to the mourners that God had abandoned 
the covenant (see Deuteronomy 28:15-68) .

5. Our necks are under persecution: we 
labour, and have no rest.

This verse recalls the persecution and  endless 
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labour that Israel had experienced in Egypt (exam-
ple: Exodus 5:1-18) . After the Lord had delivered 
Israel from that slavery, He had revealed His laws 
to them, laws that included the command to rest 
on the Sabbath (20:8-11) . Being forced to break 
that command by those chosen to carry out God’s 
judgment was seemingly more evidence of God’s 
distance and abandonment .

6. We have given the hand to the Egyptians, 
and to the Assyrians, to be satisfied with bread.

The Assyrians were foes more recent than the 
Egyptians (see 2 Kings 18:17-37) . The fact that the 
Judeans asked these two antagonistic nations for 
help further indicates the desperate consequences 
of the Babylonian conquest (compare Jeremiah 
2:36; Hosea 7:11; 9:3) .

What Do You Think?
What is the best course of action to take in light 

of whatever or whomever is now oppressing 
you or a loved one?

Digging Deeper
How can you know whether such oppression is 

a natural consequence or God’s own reaction?

Bread was a basic food staple . It was something 
that the people had been able to make for them-
selves when their fields were their own to sow and 
harvest . Reference to bread can also imply food in 
general (see Lamentations 5:9, below) . The need 
to appeal to Assyria and Egypt for aid could have 

resulted from the fields having been devastated by 
the invading Babylonian army .

7. Our fathers have sinned, and are not; and 
we have borne their iniquities.

In many places, the Bible affirms that each 
person suffers for his or her own wrongdoing 
(examples: Genesis 18:16-33; Ezekiel 18:2-4; 
John 9:1-3) . However, biblical precedent exists 
for a generation to suffer for the iniquities of its 
fathers. The curses that God included in the cov-
enant as potential discipline clearly expressed that 
people who were not the original guilty parties 
would suffer (example: Deuteronomy 5:9) . Part 
of the reason for this generational suffering was 
the  ripple-effect inheriting of sinful behaviors and 
habits, which required God’s attention (compare 
Jeremiah 14:20; 16:12) .

Those who lifted their voices in this lament 
certainly felt the shock waves of the sins of pre-
vious generations . But throughout those gen-
erations, God had warned about judgment (see 
Lesson Context) . Even more, God had prom-
ised to relent from punishment when the peo-
ple repented (example: Jeremiah 18:7-8; compare 
Jonah 3:4-10) . 

The Babylonian exile, shocking in its scope, 
marked the end of God’s patience . The book of 
Lamentations is witness to how horrifying that 
judgment was . Jeremiah did not refrain from ask-
ing whether this punishment fit the crime (Lam-
entations 2:20-22) . Indeed, God acknowledged 
that the Babylonians had overstepped their role in 
carrying out His decreed judgment; they would be 
punished for that (Isaiah 47; Habakkuk 2:2-20) .

8. Servants have ruled over us: there is none 
that doth deliver us out of their hand.

Judah lost its kings when one surrendered to 
the besiegers (2 Kings 24:10-16) and his replace-
ment rebelled (24:17–25:21) . The people taken to 
Babylon were ruled by Babylonian servants there, 
while those left in Judah had to obey similar ser-
vants (24:22) . Those who remained behind suf-
fered the shame of being governed by foreigners 
within the borders of the promised land .

9. We gat our bread with the peril of our 
lives because of the sword of the wilderness.

There may not have been much more to eat 
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than bread in the land (contrast Lamentations 
5:6, above) . The sword represents all the violence 
the people still feared and experienced . Its appear-
ance in the wilderness probably refers to the special 
dangers of trying to harvest any food .

10. Our skin was black like an oven because 
of the terrible famine.

The reference to an oven may be a way of refer-
ring to a raging fever; the literal translation our 
skin was black calls to mind food that has been 
burned to a crisp (compare Job 30:30) . The great 
hunger that the famine created has opened the 
door to all kinds of ailments (compare Lamen-
tations 4:8-9) .

11. They ravished the women in Zion, and 
the maids in the cities of Judah.

Women and maids are parallel terms that refer 
to adult females . Whether they were married or 
not, they suffered sexual violation throughout 
Zion and the cities of Judah—also parallel terms. 
God’s laws established punishment for sexual vio-
lence (examples: Deuteronomy 22:25-29) . But to 
the invaders, this means nothing .

12a. Princes are hanged up by their hand.
The princes, representing the monarchy and 

advisers, perhaps had expected treatment in accor-
dance with their positions . Being executed in a 
public way such as implied here was a grave indig-
nity . The spectacle of their deaths was meant to 
remind the people of their powerlessness .

12b. The faces of elders were not honoured.
The elders were due reverence based on their 

wisdom gained with age . Given the parallelism of 
the two lines of this verse, it seems likely that the 
dishonor afforded them was also public execution . 
The fate of King Zedekiah comes to mind: the last 
thing he saw before his eyes were gouged out was 
the slaughter of his sons and all his officials . Then 
the king was bound and taken to a Babylonian 
prison where he died (Jeremiah 52:10-11) .

13. They took the young men to grind, and 
the children fell under the wood.

Typically it was female slaves who were the ones 
to grind grain . But this task has fallen to young 
men who would be better suited to different tasks . 
In contrast, the children are given work much 
too difficult for them . The image is that of fall-

ing under their burden of sin—the weight of its 
punishment .

14. The elders have ceased from the gate, the 
young men from their musick.

In gated cities like Jerusalem, elders congre-
gated at a main gate to decide legal cases, to reach 
business agreements, etc . (see Ruth 4:1-12) . The 
absence of the elders from their usual place speaks 
to the complete upheaval of the government . The 
lack of musick further reveals the cultural upheaval 
that is evident throughout this book . The young 
men are grinding grain (Lamentations 5:13, 
above) rather than engaging in the expected artis-
tic pursuits .

C. Reversal (v. 15)
15. The joy of our heart is ceased; our dance 

is turned into mourning.
In Psalm 30:1-3, the psalmist rejoiced in God’s 

deliverance from enemies and sickness . The oppo-
site is seen here: the conquered people suffered 
from both, with joy turning to mourning (contrast 
Psalm 30:11) . How utterly hopeless their current 
situation seemed!

1 Words for mourning 1
It was one of the darkest days I experienced as 

president of a Christian university: a precious lit-
tle girl lost her life in a tragic accident on our cam-
pus . The next day, hundreds of mourners gathered 
in the college chapel . We were almost too broken-
hearted to pray . 

Yet in those dark days, prayer was our great-
est resource . Amid intense grief, it was heartfelt 
prayers and laments that knit our campus together 
and helped us care for the family who had lost 
their child .
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Faith comes easily when the music of your life 
is joyful . But what will you say and how will you 
pray when your joy turns to mourning? —D . F .

II. Confession 
(Lamentations 5:16-22)

A. Of “Our” Sins (vv. 16-18)
16a. The crown is fallen from our head.
This verse summarizes the societal and govern-

mental upheaval that the people have experienced . 
Though the crown represented the monarchy, the 
monarchy itself represented Judah .

16b. Woe unto us, that we have sinned!
These mourners had claimed that they suffered 

for previous generations’ sins (Lamentations 5:7, 
above) . Here they take responsibility for their own 
sin . The word woe expresses their grief .

What Do You Think?
How bad would the consequences for your sin 

have to be for you to grieve openly?
Digging Deeper
What was a time in the past when you should 

have done so? Why did you not?

17-18. For this our heart is faint; for these 
things our eyes are dim. Because of the moun-
tain of Zion, which is desolate, the foxes walk 
upon it.

Weakness of heart and eyes resulted from the 
fate of the mountain of Zion . This place had great 
significance, first as the stronghold of the Jebusites 
that David defeated (Joshua 15:63; 2 Samuel 5:6-
7) . David’s palace had been built there (2 Sam-
uel 5:9-11) as had the temple (1 Kings 6:1; 7:51) . 

We need not assume Jeremiah had only one of 
these specific ideas in mind . After all, the people 
mourned for the fate of the city, the monarchy, 
and the temple . The presence of foxes in the heart 
of the capital city marks the profound desolation 
of Jerusalem .

B. Of the Lord’s Reign (v. 19)
19. Thou, O Lord, remainest for ever; thy 

throne from generation to generation.
Although the Lord has been addressed through-

out the chapter, He has not been called out since 
verse 1 . This absence emphasizes the feelings of 
distance that the people felt . The call on Him now 
is a brief moment of praise .

To speak of God’s eternal throne emphasizes 
His role as King . It is He who has the power 
and authority to decide and impose punishment . 
Having existed from generation to generation, He 
knows how unfaithful those generations have 
been (see Lamentations 5:7, 16, above) . Yet know-
ing that God’s presence can be counted on can be 
a source of comfort, even if in the current moment 
He seems far off .

C. Of Hope and Fear (vv. 20-22)
20. Wherefore dost thou forget us for ever, 

and forsake us so long time?
The Lord does not forget as people do, as though 

His memory were faulty . Yet knowing that God 
is indeed “from generation to generation” (previ-
ous verse) makes the question of His forgetting 
or forsaking all the more painful . Though Jere-
miah had offered words of encouragement previ-
ously (see Lamentations 3:22-33), those seem to be 
a drop in the bucket in light of the overwhelming 
pain that continued . 

1 has god forgotten you? 1
When James Hurley was 5 years old, his par-

ents and 13-year-old brother lost their lives in an 
accident involving a private airplane . After the 
tragedy, a cousin and her family adopted James, 
along with his two other brothers and his sister . 
Together they started a new life .

James admits that for many years he asked 
himself why God had allowed this tragedy . But 
as he grew older, he learned of his parents’ faith, 
and he saw his cousin’s faith in action . Eventu-
ally, he realized how blessed he and his siblings 
were to grow up in a family that practiced their 
faith openly .

Now in his 60s, James has found peace and 
gratitude for God’s love . The people in Jerusalem 
were desperate to find this peace, but feared that 
God had forgotten them . What makes the differ-
ence in your life when it feels like God has forgot-
ten you? —D . F .
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What Do You Think?
How would you comfort and guide someone 

who feels forgotten by God?
Digging Deeper
How do passages such as Job 2:11–3:26; 13:4-

5; 16:2-5; 23:1-4; 29:1-3 frame your answer?

21a. Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and 
we shall be turned.

Language of turning speaks of repentance . The 
people did not trust themselves to turn to the Lord 
as they should (compare Jeremiah 31:18-19) . Cer-
tainly their history proved that they struggled to 
turn to God on their own . For this reason, they 
asked that God would give His grace to them by 
turning them himself . 

God would honor this prayer by giving hearts 
of flesh in place of stone (Ezekiel 11:19; 36:26) . 
The ultimate answer to the plea of the half-verse 
before us is found in the church, where we are 
“transformed by the renewing of [our] mind” 
(Romans 12:2; compare Hebrews 8:10) .

21b. Renew our days as of old.
Though the days as of old were full of disobedi-

ence, they were days when God showered His peo-
ple with blessings in the land He had given them 
(Deuteronomy 28:1-13) . The desire was not sim-
ply to renew those days, but for transformation by 
the repentance of the people .

22. But thou hast utterly rejected us; thou 
art very wroth against us.

After fleeting expressions of hope, the people 
turned once again to what they feared was true . 
Could God be so very wroth with them that He 
would utterly reject them forever (compare Mal-
achi 4:6)? 

What Do You Think?
How do we keep the genuine sorrow of repen-

tance from becoming merely a pity party?
Digging Deeper
Without giving directive advice, how would you 

counsel someone who has failed to do so?

The book ends here on this issue . God does not 
answer . Jeremiah offered no further words of hope 

(contrast Psalm 22) . The people were not consoled; 
the wound was not healed (Jeremiah 30:12-15) . 
This reality emphasized the depth and breadth of 
God’s anger .

Conclusion
A. Called to Lament

In the midst of our suffering, we know that 
God is still trust worthy and faithful . However, 
there are times when we do not feel that He is 
still trustworthy or faithful . We do not know 
where God is when we confess and repent of our 
sins but do not experience mercy in the conse-
quences . We find that worship and praise lag 
behind the mourning and lament . Like those left 
in a destroyed Jerusalem, all we can see is devasta-
tion; the only thing we want is to make sure God 
sees and knows what we are experiencing .

Lamentations helps us find language to tell God 
the very deep, very real pain that we remember 
or still experience . The book serves as an invita-
tion to take those things to God . As Paul wrote, 
“Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principal-
ities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea-
ture, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 
8:38-39) . Though the inclusion of Lamentations 
in the Bible may seem odd, it gives evidence of the 
truth of Paul’s assertion . No siege, no famine, no 
cannibalism, no destruction, no forced labor, no 
exile could separate God’s people from His love . 

God demonstrated this love in Jesus Christ, 
making a way for all people to turn to the Lord 
and experience His blessings . Through Jesus’ great 
suffering, we have been added to those people who 
will be freed from all suffering (Revelation 21:4) .

B. Prayer
Father, strengthen us to be willing to turn our 

hearts to You! Help us to be honest with You as 
Jeremiah and Jesus were honest with You in their 
suffering . In Jesus’ name we pray . Amen .

C. Thought to Remember
Let sorrow draw you closer to God .
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson
Give each participant an index card . Say, “Take 

no more than one minute to write the title of a 
song that resonated with you during a time of 
hardship . Once everyone is done, we will guess 
who chose which song .” Collect completed cards, 
shuffle them, and begin reading the song titles, 
pausing between each to allow guesses as to which 
class member wrote the name of the song . (Option. 
Ask the writer to share the reason for choosing it .)

Option . Before class members arrive, place at 
their chairs copies of the “The Js Have It!” exercise 
from the activity page, which you can download . 
Learners can begin working on this as they arrive . 

Lead into the Bible study by asking, “Should we 
keep our pain to ourselves, or should we express 
it? Let’s see how the writer of Lamentations han-
dled that question .” 

Into the Word
Group learners into study triads . Then intro-

duce a two-part “deep dive” into Lamentations 5 
as you distribute handouts (you prepare) as follows:

Part 1: Background Research
1–Who was Jeremiah, the suggested author?
2–What was the name of the city once “full of peo-

ple” that is mourned in Lamentations 1:1? 
3–When was the time frame of Lamentations?

[Where answers can be found: 1–Jeremiah 1:1-3; 2–Lamen-
ta tions 1:7-8, 17; 2:10, 13, 15; 4:12; 3–see Lesson Context]

Part 2: Digging into Lamentations 5
1–Does “remember” in verse 1 imply that it’s possi-

ble for the Lord to “forget” (see verse 20)? Why, 
or why not?

2–What was the “inheritance” that was lost in verse 
2, and why was it called that?

3–What historical event might be recalled in verse 5?
4–How does verse 7 relate to Jeremiah 31:29-30 

and/or Ezekiel 18:1-4?
5–What do verses 8-18 reveal regarding the condi-

tions of the covenant people at the time?
6–In what way does the chapter change at verse 19? 

Inform learners of websites for research via 
smartphones (www .biblegateway .com, etc .) . Allow 
time to present findings in whole-class discussion . 
After findings are presented, encourage partici-
pants to express how this information enhances 
their appreciation for this passage . Use this dis-
cussion as a transition to the Into Life segment .

Into Life
Divide the class into teams to conduct a mock 

debate on this proposition:

Resolved: 
It’s usually best to keep one’s grief private.

The Affirmative Team will offer arguments in 
favor of the proposition; the Negative Team will 
counter with the opposite . Research in advance 
Scriptures that support (or seem to support) one 
side over the other; provide these to the teams . Pos-
sible texts to provide:
• For the Affirmative Team: the book of Job; Eze-

kiel 27:1, 31-32; Matthew 5:4; Romans 12:15
• For the Negative Team: Ezekiel 24:16-17, 22-23; 

1 Corinthians 7:29-30a; 1 Thessalonians 4:13
These are just starters for your own research, 

however . Also research various debate formats for 
the one that’s best for your class . 

Option 1. Distribute copies of the (public 
domain) first stanza and the refrain of the hymn 
“It Is Well” on the activity page . After singing 
these, have a preselected participant tell the tragic 
story of the writer, Horatio G . Spafford (1828–
1888) . Coordinate this in advance so your partic-
ipant has time to research the story . 

Option 2. Follow Option 1 by playing a record-
ing of the song “Oh, Danny Boy .” Then lead a 
discussion of how the Christian lyrics of “It Is 
Well” are like and unlike the secular lyrics of “Oh, 
Danny Boy .” Challenge learners to ponder which 
of the two compositions is most like their own 
expressions of sadness and disappointment .
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20 And the Lord said, Who shall persuade 
Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-
gilead? And one said on this manner, and 
another said on that manner.

21 And there came forth a spirit, and stood 
before the Lord, and said, I will persuade him.

22 And the Lord said unto him, Where-
with? And he said, I will go forth, and I will be 
a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. 
And he said, Thou shalt persuade him, and pre-
vail also: go forth, and do so.

23 Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath 
put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy 
prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil con-
cerning thee.
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

26 And the king of Israel said, Take Mica-
iah, and carry him back unto Amon the gov-
ernor of the city, and to Joash the king’s son;

27 And say, Thus saith the king, Put this fel-
low in the prison, and feed him with bread of 
affliction and with water of affliction, until I 
come in peace.

28 And Micaiah said, If thou return at all in 
peace, the Lord hath not spoken by me. And 
he said, Hearken, O people, every one of you.

1 Kings 22:15-23, 26-28
15 So he came to the king. And the king 

said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go against 
Ramoth gilead to battle, or shall we forbear? 
And he answered him, Go, and prosper: for the 
Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the king.

16 And the king said unto him, How many 
times shall I adjure thee that thou tell me noth-
ing but that which is true in the name of the 
Lord?

17 And he said, I saw all Israel scattered 
upon the hills, as sheep that have not a shep-
herd: and the Lord said, These have no mas-
ter: let them return every man to his house in 
peace.

18 And the king of Israel said unto Jeho sha-
phat, Did I not tell thee that he would proph-
esy no good concerning me, but evil?

19 And he said, Hear thou therefore the 
word of the Lord: I 
saw the Lord sitting 
on his throne, and 
all the host of heaven 
standing by him on 
his right hand and 
on his left.

Devotional Reading: 1 John 3:23–4:3a; Deuteronomy 18:19-22
Background Scripture: 1 Kings 22:1-40

Speaking Truth
to Power

May 2
Lesson 9 (KJV)

Key Verse
Micaiah said, As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto me, that will I speak. —1 Kings 22:14



Introduction
A. Truth Distorted 

Have you ever sought out counsel that would 
tell you what you want to hear, rather than truth, 
so that you could press forward with your own 
agenda? Herein is an important lesson we can 
learn from George Washington .

As the first president of the United States, 
Washington had no precedent to follow when 
choosing the men who would shape his think-
ing and the new government . Wisely, Washing-
ton chose an eclectic group of people to fill cabinet 
positions and be his closest advisers . They were 
from different parts of the country, and they had 
different views on how the government should 
operate . Instead of choosing advisers exclusively 
from his state of Virginia, Washington chose to 
surround himself with people who had the same 
ultimate goals in mind . The varied opinions 
about how to achieve common goals helped Pres-
ident Washington make choices that were more 
informed and wiser . 

Unfortunately, Ahab did not make similar deci-
sions . He surrounded himself with false prophets 
who told him whatever he wanted to hear . But this 
lesson focuses on the one prophet who refused to 
compromise the truth .

B. Lesson Context 
The role of the books 1 & 2 Kings is often mis-

understood by the modern reader . Because they 
cover much of the same times and events as 1 & 
2 Chronicles, we often read them as retelling the 
same story, slightly differently . (In fact, today’s 
text has a parallel in 2 Chronicles 18 .) While there 
is truth to this, the original readers of 1 & 2 Kings 
actually associated them with 1 & 2 Samuel; in 
the Greek version translated before Christ, these 
four books are known as 1, 2, 3, and 4 Kingdoms . 
And although it’s natural to categorize these as 
books of history, we do well to remember that no 
book of the Bible seeks merely to give us a history 
lesson . Every book in the Bible intends to tell us 
something about God . 

The Old Testament narratives, 1 & 2 Kings 
included, were passed down with the intention 

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to:
1 . Identify the roles of Ahab, Jehoshaphat, and 

Micaiah .
2 . Compare and contrast how each of those 

three related to God’s truth .
3 . Create a plan to pursue and apply God’s 

knowledge in the week ahead .

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A . Truth Distorted
 B . Lesson Context 
 I. A Sarcastic Prophecy (1 Kings 22:15-16)
 A . Leading Question (v . 15)
   “What Do You Want to Hear?”
 C . Frustrated Retort (v . 16)
 II. A Sincere Prophecy (1 Kings 22:17-23)
 A . God’s Truth, Part 1 (v . 17)
 B . King’s Irritation (v . 18)
 C . God’s Truth, Part 2 (vv . 19-23)
 III. A Sure Prophecy (1 Kings 22:26-28)
 A . King’s Fury (vv . 26-27)
   Quantity over Quality
  B . Prophet’s Promise (v . 28)
Conclusion
 A . Truth Displayed 
 B . Prayer
 C . Thought to Remember

Prophets Faithful to 
 God’s Covenant

Unit 3: Courageous Prophets  
of Change
Lessons 9–13
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of revealing truth about the relationship between 
God and His people . These books were read by the 
Babylonian exiles, who had many deep and pain-
ful questions regarding the benefits of being cho-
sen by God . Jerusalem’s destruction and the exile 
of its people raised questions about God’s sover-
eignty and love .

The books we think of as history address these 
issues by telling the story of God’s people, pick-
ing up with the conquest of the promised land in 
Joshua and ending with the exile in 2 Kings . Col-
lectively, the books tell the story of Israel’s persis-
tent rebellions against the terms of the covenant, 
divine judgment in the form of the curses pre-
scribed in Deuteronomy 27–28, Israel’s returns to 
God, and God’s resulting mercy .

First Kings 22 opens by describing a conversa-
tion between two kings: Ahab of northern Israel 
(reigned 874–853 BC) and Jehoshaphat of south-
ern Judah (reigned 873–849 BC) . Before launch-
ing a joint military initiative, Ahab decided to 
consult his prophets to learn whether God would 
give him victory (1 Kings 22:10) . Consulting God 
(or false gods) before battle was customary (exam-
ples: Judges 20:18; 1 Samuel 23:2; Ezekiel 21:21) . 

Ahab followed this practice, but he sought 
divine guidance from about 400 false prophets . 
These men were charged with discerning God’s 
will while having no access to Him! Their coun-
sel was united: God would grant victory in the 
expected battle (1 Kings 22:1-6) . A favorable 

report, delivered from a unified front, would cer-
tainly convince the two kings of the veracity of 
their message!

But King Jehoshaphat was unimpressed by 
the verdict of the false prophets . Jehoshaphat’s 
reign was characterized by religious reform and 
the suppression of idolatry (2 Chronicles 17:3-6) . 
But he found himself in a compromised position 
because he had entered into a political alliance 
with the spiritually lapsed northern kingdom . In 
an attempt to do right, Jehoshaphat asked Ahab 
if he didn’t have a prophet of the true God who 
could be consulted . Ahab admitted that Micaiah 
was such a prophet .

I. A Sarcastic Prophecy
(1 Kings 22:15-16)

A. Leading Question (v. 15)
15. So he came to the king. And the king 

said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go against 
Ramothgilead to battle, or shall we forbear? 
And he answered him, Go, and prosper: for the 
Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the king.

Ahab despised Micaiah because of the series 
of negative reports that the prophet had made 
against the king . The unnamed prophet in 
1 Kings 20:35-43 was suggested by both the Tal-
mud and the first-century Jewish historian Jose-
phus to have been Micaiah . Little else is known 
about this prophet . 

Ramothgilead was a city of refuge within the 
tribe of Gad (Deuteronomy 4:43) . It was located 
on a large plain, making chariot warfare possible 
(see 1 Kings 22:31-38, not in our printed text) . 
In Ahab’s day, the Arameans held the city (22:3, 
not in our printed text) . In the days of Rome, 
this people group came to be known as Syrians . 
Israel had some ethnic relationship to Arameans 
(see Deuteronomy 26:5), including Bethuel who 
was Rebekah’s father (Genesis 22:20-23) . Despite 
these ancestral links, the Arameans were often 
opposed to Israel, either instigating or experienc-
ing warfare with the nation (examples: Judges 3:8, 
10; 2 Samuel 8:5-6) . 

Micaiah surprised the king, Ahab, by telling 
him exactly what he wanted to hear and what the 
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other prophets had already told him . Based on 
Ahab’s prior characterization of Micaiah (1 Kings 
22:8, not in our printed text), we might also be 
surprised that Micaiah has immediately agreed 
with the majority of prophets affirming Ahab’s 
future success (22:13-15) .

What Do You Think?
What guardrails can we erect to avoid giving to 

others counsel that is actually in our own best 
interests?

Digging Deeper
What should you do if you see this problem in 

another person?

1 “What do you Want to hear?” 1
I like to ask my mom for her opinion . Gener-

ally, I ask her about something small, like which 
shoes look better . I hear my mom’s opinion and 
her reasons, but I am very quick to choose the 
other option . I do this because I already know 
what I want to hear; I just want someone else to 
agree with me . 

At this point, Mom essentially refuses to give 
me a real answer . She knows that I will disregard 
it and do what I want . Can you blame her? After 
my asking year after year what shoes look best and 
almost always choosing the other ones, why would 
she bother giving me her real opinion? 

It’s hard to blame Micaiah for his response 
to Ahab . Much like my mom, Micaiah was 
exhausted from telling Ahab God’s sovereign 
truth just to have it ignored in the face of what 
Ahab wanted to do all along . How often do we ask 
God for His truth, find it, and promptly choose 
what we wanted to hear instead of what He said? 
It’s time to start following God’s truth instead of 
merely asking for it . —L . G .

B. Frustrated Retort (v. 16)
16. And the king said unto him, How many 

times shall I adjure thee that thou tell me noth-
ing but that which is true in the name of the 
Lord?

King Ahab interpreted Micaiah’s affirming 
response as a bald-faced lie, not even meant to be 

believed . Ahab’s asking how many times implies 
that Micaiah had fallen into the pattern of sardon-
ically telling the king whatever it was he wanted 
to hear .

The king ironically demanded that Micaiah ful-
fill his prophetic duty and only relay God’s word 
(Deuteronomy 18:18) . But Ahab wasn’t interested 
in hearing God’s actual will . He only used his 
prophets to legitimize the plans that were already 
in his heart (see 1 Kings 22:22, below) . 

II. A Sincere Prophecy
(1 Kings 22:17-23)

A. God’s Truth, Part 1 (v. 17)
17. And he said, I saw all Israel scattered 

upon the hills, as sheep that have not a shep-
herd: and the Lord said, These have no mas-
ter: let them return every man to his house in 
peace.

Micaiah dropped his act, causing the atmo-
sphere in the room to immediately darken . Israel 
would be thrown into as much disarray as sheep 
without a shepherd (see 1 Kings 22:28, below) . 
When they realized they had no master, the army 
would scatter—not haphazardly but every man to 
his house . Returning in peace might mean that, 
though leaderless, the army would be better off 
without their previous master . Or it might simply 
mean that the fighting would be over for a time . 

B. King’s Irritation (v. 18) 
18. And the king of Israel said unto Jeho sha-

phat, Did I not tell thee that he would proph-
esy no good concerning me, but evil?

Ahab’s response to Micaiah’s prophecy sug-
gests that the prophet was brought to court more 
as a jester or curiosity than as a legitimate adviser . 
Ahab’s heart was so hardened against God that he 
was able to dismiss Micaiah’s warning as just one 
more evil thing the prophet said about the king 
of Israel. 

King Jehoshaphat’s nonreaction is equally dis-
turbing . Jehoshaphat worshipped the God of 
Israel and took measures to suppress idolatry in his 
nation (see Lesson Context) . But here he failed to 
advise the other king to heed the word of the Lord . 
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The northern kingdom enjoyed military prowess 
during this period of their combined histories . 
With their allies, Israel held off the encroach-
ing Assyrian Empire . The alliance between Israel 
and Judah was secured by the marriage of Ahab’s 
daughter Athaliah to Jehoshaphat’s son Jehoram 
(2 Kings 8:16-18) . So we see two kings, one idola-
trous and one godly, who witnessed the testimony 
of God’s true prophet and for their own reasons 
refused to alter their foolhardy plans .

What Do You Think?
What are some proper ways to react to those 

who expect us to tell them what they want to 
hear rather than what they need to hear?

Digging Deeper
How would your response differ, if at all, to 

someone who is in authority over you rather 
than the other way around? Why?

C. God’s Truth, Part 2 (vv. 19-23) 
19. And he said, Hear thou therefore the 

word of the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on 
his throne, and all the host of heaven standing 
by him on his right hand and on his left.

Unlike verse 15, here Micaiah uses the word 
of the Lord formula to reveal that what followed 
came from God, not the prophet’s own mind . All 
the host of heaven may refer to angels (see Psalms 
103:20-21; 148:2; Luke 2:13); another possibil-
ity is that the phrase refers to the heavenly bodies 
worshipped as gods by pagan nations (see Deuter-
onomy 4:19; 2 Kings 17:16; 21:3; Jeremiah 19:13) . 
Whether real angels or fictitious deities, the image 
is that God is the only one sitting on a throne . This 
is a visual image of God’s sovereignty over every-
thing, real or imagined .

20. And the Lord said, Who shall persuade 
Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-
gilead? And one said on this manner, and 
another said on that manner.

This verse makes explicit what was implied 
in 1 Kings 22:17, above: Ahab would die on the 
battle field . Such a sentence was just since Ahab 
had followed the ways of his evil queen, Jezebel, 
and led the northern kingdom into the idolatrous 

worship of Baal (1 Kings 16:31-33) . Unlike Ahab’s 
prophets, who all answered the king in unison, 
God’s court was filled with lots of ideas, giving 
various plans for how to lure Ahab to his death .

21. And there came forth a spirit, and stood 
before the Lord, and said, I will persuade him.

From among the council, a volunteer stepped 
forward and expressed willingness to take up 
the task of luring King Ahab into battle, and, 
by extension, to his death . Keeping in mind that 
court members might be composed of fictitious 
deities, the exact identity of the spirit is less sig-
nificant than is his depicted role in the unfolding 
spiritual drama (compare and contrast Job 1:6-12; 
2:1-7) .

22. And the Lord said unto him, Where-
with? And he said, I will go forth, and I will be 
a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. 
And he said, Thou shalt persuade him, and pre-
vail also: go forth, and do so.

Psychologists today might say that the spirit 
enticed Ahab with the king’s own confirmation 
bias . This false belief arises from choosing only 
to consider evidence that confirms what a person 
already wanted to believe . In this case, the lying 
spirit unified all the king’s prophets in order to 
strengthen the evidence that favored Ahab’s false 
hope: that he would have victory over his enemies . 

The Lord giving approval to this plan is one 
example of God’s sovereign right to judge evildo-
ers . Although Ahab had humbled himself follow-
ing the theft of Naboth’s vineyard (see 1 Kings 
21), old habits apparently die hard . Ahab did not 
want to listen to the prophet of the Lord, pre-
ferring the pleasant prophecies of his old proph-
ets . Ironically, if Ahab chose to listen to Micaiah 
now, the prophecy would not have come true! But 
the man’s character was known not only to the 
prophet but also to God (see 22:29-38) .

23. Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath 
put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy 
prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil con-
cerning thee.

Micaiah presented Ahab with a message of 
judgment . But implicit in that message was the 
opportunity for repentance (compare Jonah 3) . 
Mercifully, Ahab was given the opportunity to 
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admit his sinful state, repent, and break off his 
doomed campaign . 

The Lord used Ahab’s character and the defer-
ence of the king’s prophets to deceive the man . 
God never lies, but He does work through humans 
to accomplish His purposes, whether they do 
good or ill . God also never does moral evil, but 
He can put events into motion that from a human 
perspective are catastrophic . In this case, the lying 
spirit intensified human dynamics already in play 
to ensure that Ahab would be fooled .

III. A Sure Prophecy
(1 Kings 22:26-28)

A. King’s Fury (vv. 26-27)
26. And the king of Israel said, Take Mic-

aiah, and carry him back unto Amon the gov-
ernor of the city, and to Joash the king’s son.

Ahab’s response was anything but one of repen-
tance . Referencing the governor of the city and the 
king’s son lets the reader know that Ahab was so 
determined to silence Micaiah that he evoked 
both local and national authorities to ensure the 
prophet’s secure incarceration .

27. And say, Thus saith the king, Put this fel-
low in the prison, and feed him with bread of 
affliction and with water of affliction, until I 
come in peace.

Micaiah was to remain in his cell and be given 
grim rations until Ahab returned safely from bat-

tle . Ahab’s sentence assumed that his triumphant 
return would expose the jailed prophet as a charla-
tan . Though Ahab expected to return in peace, the 
prophecy had revealed that only his men would do 
so (1 Kings 22:17, 28) . 

Ahab’s command had the effect of silencing the 
prophet . The king knew that if word got out that 
he himself was under divine judgment, it could 
lead to poor troop morale on the eve of battle or 
even embolden a rival to attempt a coup . Plus, the 
king just didn’t like the prophet .

What Do You Think?
What can you do, if anything, to prepare in 

advance for times of affliction?
Digging Deeper
Which part of Matthew 24:9-13 is most helpful 

in answering this?

1 Quantity over Quality 1
When I was younger, I stayed with my grand-

parents for a week . My grandma was not feeling 
very well, and a confidante convinced her that 
I was a very disrespectful child . My grandma 
reported this to my parents . I was in a lot of trou-
ble, but I continued to defend what I knew to be 
true . I was innocent of these charges! 

Due largely to my grandparents’ position of 
authority, they were initially believed . However, 
my aunt had also spent time with me that week . 
She advocated for me and presented the truth to 
my parents . I was released from my punishment . 

Micaiah was the small, lone voice of truth . 
Since that truth did not align with the majority 
of authoritative voices, he was placed in prison . In 
the world today, voices tell us lies every day . But 
truth is still truth, and we can heed its voice if 
we desire . What crowds are preventing you from 
heeding God’s truth? —L . G .

B. Prophet’s Promise (v. 28)
 28. And Micaiah said, If thou return at all 

in peace, the Lord hath not spoken by me. And 
he said, Hearken, O people, every one of you.

The question of whether Micaiah spoke the 
truth would be determined on the battlefield . If 
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Micaiah truly spoke for God, then Ahab would 
die, never returning home in peace as the king 
assumed . Micaiah was so confident in what he’d 
heard from God that he challenged those present 
to be witnesses . Ahab’s death would not only vin-
dicate Micaiah, but God as well .

Ahab died, just as Micaiah said (1 Kings 22:29-
38) . Micaiah’s fate in prison is unknown .

What Do You Think?
How should you go about testing the statements 

of one who claims to speak for the Lord?
Digging Deeper
What texts in addition to Deuteronomy 13:1-3; 

18:21-22; Matthew 7:15-20; Mark 13:21-23; 
2 Peter 1:19–2:3; and 1 John 4:1-3 help you 
frame your answer?

Conclusion
A. Truth Displayed 

Today’s passage illustrates the timeless struggle 
to relate to the truth properly . The individuals in 
today’s lesson provide us with three stances that 
people exposed to God’s truth can take .

King Ahab is easily vilified due to his idola-
try, miscarriages of justice, and antipathy toward 
God’s prophets . However, whenever we find our-
selves willfully in rebellion to the truth, we see 
shades of Ahab within our own spirits . When we 
find ourselves in this precarious state and are then 
admonished by concerned friends, we should real-
ize that this is a form of God’s mercy, even when 
their words challenge and inconvenience us (Prov-
erbs 27:5-6) . Yet we need to be alert to possible 
Ahab-like tendencies in others and be prepared to 
admonish those who clearly ignore God in their 
choosing of unholy paths .

In Jehoshaphat, we have a case study of a per-
son who desired to please God but lacked consis-
tent, faithful follow-through . All believers, from 
senior ministers to occasional pew-fillers, can find 
themselves walking in this king’s shoes . That hap-
pens when we are hesitant, for whatever reason, to 
execute a God-given plan . Any of us can find our-
selves tempted as Jehoshaphat was . So when we 
encounter a fellow believer in a similar situation, 

the correct response is to offer encouragement and 
wise counsel .

As a prophet, Micaiah was bound by the sim-
ple adage that he was only to preach the word that 
God gave him and not add or subtract from that 
word (compare Deuteronomy 4:2) . We see Mic-
aiah’s ability to think and speak independently in 
the face of a hostile crowd of 400 false prophets, 
two powerful leaders, and a prevailing climate of 
wickedness . The prophet’s outspokenness reminds 
us that speaking truth can result in very negative 
consequences . Micaiah was aware of this, but was 
still obedient to God . We can build a life cen-
tered on truth through the regular study of God’s 
Word . That’s how we discipline ourselves to hear 
the voice of the Lord and to obey that voice—one 
opportunity at a time .

Many people today, as in Micaiah’s day, pre-
fer to question God’s truth rather than their own 
sinful patterns . This isn’t to say that doubt and 
confusion are never legitimate . But we must be 
aware of the possibility that sometimes our “con-
fusion” over truth has the function of legitimizing 
ungodly behavior . We must echo apostle Paul’s 
words, “Let God be true, but every man a liar” 
(Romans 3:4) .

What Do You Think?
Which thought in today’s text do you have the 

hardest time coming to grips with? Why?
Digging Deeper
Considering Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:1-4; 

and 2 Timothy 3:16-17, what extra effort will 
you expend to resolve this uncertainty?

B. Prayer
God, we thank You for revealing Your truth . 

Now we ask that Your truth be revealed in our 
words and actions . Help us not only to be people 
knowledgeable of Your Word, but also be people 
who make decisions that are consistent with Your 
Word . In Jesus’ name we pray . Amen .

C. Thought to Remember
Our commitment to truth is  measured 

in our actions .
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson
As class members arrive, jot the following 

mixed sentence on the board: 

have along along to to go get you

Begin by asking class members to arrange the 
words into a sentence silently and to raise hands 
when they know the answer . After a volunteer 
shares the correct sentence, “You have to go along 
to get along,” encourage discussion regarding con-
texts where class members have heard or used this 
expression . (Option. If you prefer a shorter version 
of the saying, reduce it from eight words to five to 
end up with “go along to get along .”)

Tell the class, “Today’s text will help us see the 
outlook of this saying in a biblical light .”

Into the Word
To set the context for the lesson, give each of 

six learners one of the tasks below, which you 
have written on six slips of paper (one task per 
slip, numbered as shown): 

1–Summarize 1 Kings 16:29-33 
2–Summarize 2 Chronicles 17:1-6 
3–Summarize 2 Chronicles 18:1
4–Summarize 1 Kings 21:25-29 
5–Summarize 1 Kings 22:1-5
6–Summarize 1 Kings 22:6-14

Ask those holding the slips to each read the 
assigned passage to the class, in order, adding any 
summary observations they deem appropriate . 
Use the Lesson Context and personal research to 
fill in gaps . (Option. Have a Bible time line on 
display that you can point to as the summaries 
proceed .) 

Next, give each participant a handout (you 
prepare) on which is printed the following brief 
matching exercise:

? Ahab   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .in rebellion against the truth?
? Jehoshaphat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . aligned with the truth?
? Micaiah  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . uncommitted to the truth?

Learners should quickly recognize these to be 
the answers:
Ahab   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . in rebellion against the truth .
Jehoshaphat   .  .  .  . uncommitted to the truth .
Micaiah .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . aligned with the truth .
Group learners into study pairs or triads to look 

for further evidence of three truths (thus far they 
have been looking only at context passages) . After 
several minutes, ask pairs or triads to report find-
ings . Discuss and resolve differences as a class . 
(Option. Depending on time available, assign 
only one of the three names to each pair or triad 
instead of all three to each .) 

Into Life
Remind class members of the scrambled sen-

tence from the beginning of the class period . 
Send students back to their pairs or triads with 
this question and task: 

1–How does that sentence relate to today’s lesson? 
2–Make a list of how people in general today might 

be like the character they studied—that is, how 
and why people rebel against truth, compromise 
truth, or stand up for truth in spite of pressure to 
do otherwise .

After a few minutes, allow class members to 
report items from their list . Follow by asking 
which character in today’s story challenges them 
most, and why . (Option. If your class can tolerate a 
more personal inquiry, ask them to rate them selves 
from 1–totally uncommitted to 10–totally commit-
ted in regard to truth in daily life .) Ask volunteers 
to share steps Christians could take to move them-
selves higher on this scale . 

Options. Distribute copies of one or both of 
the exercises on the activity page, which you can 
download, for learners to complete . Give care-
ful thought to the sizes and constituencies of the 
groups you use for discussion, given the nature of 
each scenario—you want the discussion to shed 
“light,” not “heat”!
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18 And in that day shall the deaf hear the 
words of the book, and the eyes of the blind 
shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness.

19 The meek also shall increase their joy 
in the Lord, and the poor among men shall 
rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.

20 For the terrible one is brought to nought, 
and the scorner is consumed, and all that 

watch for iniquity are cut off:
21 That make a man an offender for 

a word, and lay a snare for him that 
reproveth in the gate, and turn aside 
the just for a thing of nought.

22 Therefore thus saith the Lord, 
who redeemed Abraham, concern-

ing the house of Jacob, Jacob shall 
not now be ashamed, neither shall his 

face now wax pale.
23 But when he seeth his children, the 

work of mine hands, in the midst of him, 
they shall sanctify my name, and sanctify the 
Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God of 
Israel.

24 They also that erred in spirit shall come 
to understanding, and they that murmured 
shall learn doctrine.

Isaiah 29:13-24
13 Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as 

this people draw near me with their mouth, 
and with their lips do honour me, but have 
removed their heart far from me, and their fear 
toward me is taught by the precept of men:

14 Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a 
marvellous work among this people, even 
a marvellous work and a wonder: for the 
wisdom of their wise men shall perish, 
and the understanding of their prudent 
men shall be hid.

15 Woe unto them that seek deep 
to hide their counsel from the Lord, 
and their works are in the dark, and 
they say, Who seeth us? and who 
knoweth us?

16 Surely your turning of things 
upside down shall be esteemed as the 
potter’s clay: for shall the work say of 
him that made it, He made me not? or shall 
the thing framed say of him that framed it, He 
had no understanding?

17 Is it not yet a very little while, and Leb-
anon shall be turned into a fruitful field, and 
the fruitful field shall be esteemed as a forest?
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Devotional Reading: Jeremiah 29:10-14
Background Scripture: Isaiah 29
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Introduction
A. Stone(walling) Hearts

Dr . John Gottman studies marriage and the 
forces likely to break a union apart . After years 
of research, he identified four relational traits 
that reliably predict divorce: contempt, defen-
siveness, stonewalling, and criticism . He refers to 
these metaphorically as the Four Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse .

Criticism becomes destructive when a spouse’s 
value and worth are questioned instead of spe-
cific behaviors . Generalizations are made, and the 
spouse on the receiving end begins to feel resent-
ful and overwhelmed . Contempt manifests itself 
through eye rolls and insults, which telegraph that 
one partner believes that he or she possesses exclu-
sive moral high ground within the relationship . 

Signs of defensiveness become legion . A defen-
sive spouse might respond to perceived criti-
cism with verbal argumentativeness . A pattern of 
assuming the role of victim in the face of criticism 
is another form of excessive self-protection . When 
these three habits are practiced over time, stone-
walling results . A spouse begins to withdraw emo-
tionally from the relationship for self-protection or 
out of a sense of not knowing how to respond in a 
productive manner .

Gottman’s Four Horsemen are intended to 
identify marital decay . This model can also be use-
ful when measuring the quality of a person’s rela-
tionship with God . But this is not a new insight, 
as today’s text reveals .

B. Lesson Context
A predominant theme of the book of Isaiah 

is God’s sovereignty over history . The fictitious 
pagan fertility gods were imagined to be caught 
in never-ending cycles of birth, life, and death . For 
pagans, history endlessly turned on itself . Their 
gods were doomed to the same repetitive beats as 
were mere mortals . 

By contrast, the God of Israel stood outside of 
history . Since He brought all things into being 
(Isaiah 40:21-31), how could it be otherwise? 
He demonstrated mastery over history by giving 
Isaiah visions of what would occur before, dur-

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to:
1 . Describe God’s intentions regarding the 

spiritual condition of Israel .
2 . Give an example of a similar spiritual con-

dition today .
3 . Create a personal plan to guard against rit-

ualism in worship . 

Lesson Outline
Introduction 
 A . Stone(walling) Hearts 
 B . Lesson Context
 I. Unfaithful Worship (Isaiah 29:13-14) 
 A . Present Indifference to God (v . 13) 
 B . Future Awe of God (v . 14) 
   Wonderful?
 II. Unfaithful Plans (Isaiah 29:15-22)
 A . Hidden Plans Are Judged (vv . 15-16)
   Appearances Can Be Deceiving
 B . Followed by Flourishing (vv . 17-19)
 C . Judgment for the Unjust (vv . 20-21) 
 D . Followed by Restoration (v . 22)
 III. Faithful Worship (Isaiah 29:23-24)
 A . Based on God’s Character (v . 23) 
 B . Expressed Through God’s Word (v . 24) 
Conclusion
 A . Intimate Hearts 
 B . Prayer 
 C . Thought to Remember 

Prophets Faithful to 
 God’s Covenant

Unit 3: Courageous Prophets  
of Change
Lessons 9–13
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ing, and after the Babylonian exile . That tragedy 
extended from the destruction of the temple in 
586 BC until release from captivity in 538 BC . 

The most immediate new thing that God 
would do was to use a foreign power, Assyria, 
to accomplish His will by disciplining Israel for 
their sin and corruption . During Isaiah’s tenure as 
a prophet (740–681 BC), Assyria was the region’s 
sole superpower . Founded in Mesopotamia in 
about 1750 BC, that nation’s period of most mili-
tant expansion began in about 1100 BC . 

Assyria’s most coveted prize, Egypt, lay to the 
west . However, several smaller nations on the east-
ern coast of the Mediterranean Sea, including the 
divided northern and southern kingdoms of Israel 
and Judah, stood in its path . The risk of invasion 
was constant . 

Two centuries before Isaiah’s time, King Solo-
mon had accumulated immense wealth through 
his initiative of international commerce . That 
fact, along with prosperity in the interim, made 
the covenant people an attractive target for the 
aggressive Assyrian Empire . Both Israel and Judah 
experienced years of prosperity after they divided 
into two kingdoms (Isaiah 2:7; etc .) . Assyria men-
aced both for years . 

The threat diminished during the reigns of less 
bellicose Assyrian monarchs . However, Tiglath-
pileser III (reigned 745–727 BC) renewed Assyr-
ian designs against both Israel and Judah (2 Kings 
15:29) . The prophets Hosea and Amos had issued 
the earliest warnings, in the eighth century BC 
(examples: Hosea 10:6; Amos 3:11) . At the time, 
their prophecies must have been seen as outland-
ish to a nation enjoying peace . But during Isaiah’s 
ministry as a prophet, predicted doom became 
reality . 

Ahaz, king of Judah from 735 to 715 BC, 
allied with Assyria to foil aggression by Aram and 
northern Israel, paying steep tribute in the process 
(2 Kings 16:7-8) . Eventually, however, he felt pres-
sure to rebel against Assyria and shift allegiance to 
Egypt . The prophets warned both northern Israel 
and southern Judah against such entangle ments, 
but they were ignored (Hosea 7:11, 16; etc .) . God 
instructed both nations to place their trust in Him, 
not pagan empires and their fictitious gods . 

Beginning in the period of Hezekiah’s reign 
(about 724–695 BC), Isaiah preached five “Woe 
Sermons” that included further warning against 
such alliances . These five sermons are found in 
Isaiah 28:1–33:24, each opening with the word 
Woe (28:1; 29:1; 30:1; 31:1; 33:1) . The sermons 
establish the rationale behind God’s judgment, yet 
also offer hope that God would someday restore 
the nation predicted to fall . Today’s study con-
cerns both . 

Leading into today’s text is a sad observation 
regarding ignorance of the Word of the Lord as 
delivered through the prophet (Isaiah 29:11-12) .

I. Unfaithful Worship
(Isaiah 29:13-14) 

A. Present Indifference to God (v. 13) 
13. Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as 

this people draw near me with their mouth, 
and with their lips do honour me, but have 
removed their heart far from me, and their fear 
toward me is taught by the precept of men.

The failure to heed the contents of the scroll in 
Isaiah 29:11-12 (not in our lesson text) results in 
(or results from) the characterization we see here: 
insincere piety . The people’s worship was little 
more than “going through the motions”; it was 
empty and meaningless . With their mouth, and 
with their lips the people professed loyalty and 
devotion to God, but their hearts weren’t in it .

Isaiah had confessed his own and his people’s 
unclean lips when he was called by God (Isaiah 
6:5) . Here the lips appeared to speak what was 
right . But whatever pious words they uttered were 
nullified by hearts that had little passion or desire 
for a genuine relationship with God . Centuries 
later, Jesus would apply these very words to the 
scribes and Pharisees in His day (Matthew 15:1-
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 Babylon Bab-uh-lun .
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 Mesopotamia Mes-uh-puh-tay-me-uh .
 Tiglathpileser Tig-lath-pih-lee-zer .



9; Mark 7:5-8) . There, Jesus adds His own char-
acterization: hypocrites.

What Do You Think?
What self-tests can you conduct to ensure that 

your heart matches what you say about God?
Digging Deeper
Considering Mark 7:6, what level of importance 

will you attach to this task?

B. Future Awe of God (v. 14) 
14. Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do 

a marvellous work among this people, even a 
marvellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom 
of their wise men shall perish, and the under-
standing of their prudent men shall be hid.

The Lord’s response is to shatter the apathy 
with a marvellous work among this people, even 
a marvellous work and a wonder . Literally the 
promise is, “I will treat this people wonderfully, 
wonder fully and with wonder .” This is something 
wonderful beyond description! But what is this 
wonderfully wonderful wonder? The second half 
of the verse before us is cited by Paul in 1 Corin-
thians 1:19 as justification for his statement “the 
preaching of the cross is to them that perish fool-
ishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power 
of God” (1:18) . Paul goes on to comment on how 
God has “made foolish the wisdom of this world” 
and brought it down to nothing by means of the 
cross (1:19-25) .

The cross of Christ should move us to humble 
worship — the kind that was sadly lacking in Isa-
iah’s day . No “precept of men” (Isaiah 29:13), no 
matter what it may be, can produce the degree of 
worship that the wonder of the cross can . May we 
who have accepted the crucified and risen Christ 
as Savior never lose our sense of wonder at that 
which so-called intellectual people of the world 
ridicule!

1 Wonderful? 1
A passenger on a large jet was acting strangely . 

He looked at the magazine in the seat-back pouch 
and whispered, “Wonderful!” He stroked the fab-
ric of his seat cushion and repeated the word, 

“Wonderful!” He looked out the window and 
said, “Wonderful!” He looked at the flight atten-
dant and murmured, “Wonderful!”

The eccentric man’s seatmate was uneasy . 
“What’s this ‘Wonderful, wonderful!’ all about?” 
he demanded .

“Up until two days ago, I had been blind since 
birth . I visited a gifted surgeon, and now I can see! 
Everything looks wonderful!”

God’s wonderful work doesn’t always look that 
way to us . It can look mundane or even foolish . It 
can look like a mere seat back pouch, or it can be 
seen in a hard worker doing her job as though she 
were employed by God (Colossians 3:23) . What 
wonderful, godly, redeemed pieces of God’s world 
can you celebrate today? —C . T .

What Do You Think?
What additional guardrails can you erect to pro-

tect yourself from worldly “wisdom” as this 
verse is used in 1 Corinthians 1:18-19?

Digging Deeper
What other texts speak to you on this issue?

II. Unfaithful Plans
(Isaiah 29:15-22) 

A. Hidden Plans Are Judged (vv. 15-16) 
15. Woe unto them that seek deep to hide 

their counsel from the Lord, and their works 
are in the dark, and they say, Who seeth us? 
and who knoweth us?

Those who fancy themselves to be wise and 
intelligent are frequently those who seek deep to 
hide their counsel from the Lord . This means that 
they stop at nothing to conceal their sinful plans 
from God . If only they would exert similar efforts 
to discover the truth that God has gone to great 
depths to reveal to humanity!

The wayward seem to believe that God is sub-
ject to the same limitations that restrict humans . 
Supposedly, He cannot know or see what is 
planned or done in the dark . But as David rightly 
observes, “Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; 
but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and 
the light are both alike to thee” (Psalm 139:12; 
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compare Daniel 2:22; Jonah 2; and 1 Corinthi-
ans 4:5) .

16. Surely your turning of things upside 
down shall be esteemed as the potter’s clay: for 
shall the work say of him that made it, He made 
me not? or shall the thing framed say of him 
that framed it, He had no understanding?

The reason that the plotters and schemers of 
Isaiah 29:15 think and act as they do is that they 
have a faulty view of God . They have turned His 
authority structure upside down . Such is the inev-
itable outcome when humans refuse to acknowl-
edge that they are created in the image of God 
(Genesis 1:26) . They think of themselves as the 
potter, as if they were in charge .

But the potter’s clay has no right to command 
the potter, and it is utter foolishness for the clay to 
deny that the potter made him or her (see Romans 
9:21) . The Hebrew word translated framed in this 
verse is a variation of the word used to describe 
how “the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground” in Genesis 2:7 .

True worship can never come from a mind-set 
that considers human beings to be the potter . This 
displays the utmost contempt for the true potter, 
who is God alone . Ignoring the prophet’s insis-
tence to trust God instead of pagan nations was 
absurd . Isaiah has painted the scene of a piece of 
fine art attempting to correct and guide the hand 
of the creating artist, even while the artist was 
immersed in the creative act!

What Do You Think?
What can and should you include in your 

prayers that will correctly acknowledge God’s 
position relative to yours?

Digging Deeper
What Scriptures speak to you on this issue?

1 aPPearanCes Can be deCeiving 1
Wearing old work clothes, I was on my back 

underneath the church water fountain when I 
heard the entry door open . Because I didn’t want 
to snake my arm out of the water fountain, I sim-
ply said, “Hello .”

A man’s voice said, “Hi .”

When I turned a little, I could see his shoes and 
his salesman’s display case in his hand . He asked, 
“You the only one here?” He was looking into the 
empty office .

“Yep,” I said .
“I guess I’ll come back another time when 

someone is here .”
He was looking for someone in particular: the 

minister . I am he, but the visitor assumed I was 
the maintenance man . Because I didn’t look like a 
preacher, he missed an opportunity to make a sale . 
Concurrently, I neglected the opportunity to share 
the gospel with a fellow human being . Neither of 
us was true to our calling . Isaiah would remind 
both the salesman and me to be who God created 
us to be . Do you do that? —C . T .

B. Followed by Flourishing (vv. 17-19)
17. Is it not yet a very little while, and Leb-

anon shall be turned into a fruitful field, and 
the fruitful field shall be esteemed as a forest?

Lebanon was known for its forests, which sup-
plied lumber for building projects (see 2 Chroni-
cles 2:8-9; 1 Kings 5:6) . To take a majestic forest 
and create a fruitful field from it isn’t a comment 
on the quality of the forest or the field as much 
as it is that of massive reversal . Likewise, fields 
that had already proven themselves fertile would 
become instead forest . Isaiah used these upheaval 
images as metaphors for the massive changes 
Israel would undergo when God renewed them in 
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ways they never expected . This theme continues 
through the end of our printed text . 

18. And in that day shall the deaf hear the 
words of the book, and the eyes of the blind 
shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness.

Isaiah 29:11-12 (not in today’s lesson text) 
described the words of the book as being incom-
prehensible and/or inaccessible . These go hand in 
hand with spiritual deafness and blindness (com-
pare 42:19-25) . But in the future, God’s words will 
be so accessible to the people that even the deaf 
and blind would hear and read the words of the 
book (compare Psalms 146:8; Isaiah 32:1-4) .

What Do You Think?
What can you do to protect yourself from spiri-

tual blindness and deafness?
Digging Deeper
Are you more in danger of spiritual blindness 

resulting in spiritual deafness or vice versa?

19. The meek also shall increase their joy 
in the Lord, and the poor among men shall 
rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.

Those who normally find themselves oppressed 
by the mighty and wealthy will find themselves 
rejoicing over how God acts on their behalf . A key 
phrase here is the Holy One of Israel. It occurs in 31 
verses in the Old Testament, and 25 of those are in 
Isaiah . The joy of which this verse speaks is to be 
found in Him (Isaiah 12:6), not in pagan nations 
(10:20; 31:1) . He is the Maker (17:7; 45:11), the 
Lord God (30:15), the Redeemer (41:14; 43:14; 
47:4; 48:17; 49:7; 54:5), the Lord of hosts (47:4) . 

The unholy spirits of the demonic realm cor-
rectly recognized the Holy One in the person of 
Jesus (Mark 1:24; Luke 4:34) . Some humans cor-
rectly came to recognize Him that way as well 
(Acts 3:14; 1 John 2:20) . In the Beatitudes, Jesus 
echoed the promises in the verse before us (Mat-
thew 5:5; Luke 6:20) .

C. Judgment for the Unjust (vv. 20-21) 
20-21. For the terrible one is brought to 

nought, and the scorner is consumed, and all 
that watch for iniquity are cut off: that make a 
man an offender for a word, and lay a snare for 

him that reproveth in the gate, and turn aside 
the just for a thing of nought.

The purveyors of injustice will receive exactly 
the opposite of what is promised in Isaiah 29:19 . 
God intended judges to uphold the concerns of 
the poor, and He reserves fierce anger for those 
who use their position to harm them (see Proverbs 
28:27; Amos 5:10; Matthew 23:14) .

D. Followed by Restoration (v. 22)
22. Therefore thus saith the Lord, who 

redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of 
Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, neither 
shall his face now wax pale.

God assured the nation by invoking the names 
of two patriarchs with whom God had established 
His covenant centuries before (Exodus 2:24; etc .) . 
But the record of Scripture is that God’s people 
proved themselves incapable and unwilling to 
maintain a holy status before God . Moses had 
introduced God’s perfect law to the people (Exo-
dus 20; etc .), but they did not obey it . Their resto-
ration was not precipitated by renewed effort on 
their part, but in God’s unilateral act of mercy .

III. Faithful Worship
(Isaiah 29:23-24)

A. Based on God’s Character (v. 23) 
23. But when he seeth his children, the work 

of mine hands, in the midst of him, they shall 
sanctify my name, and sanctify the Holy One 
of Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel.

If at the time of restoration, Jacob were to 
observe Israel, the nation bearing his name as 
changed by God (Genesis 32:28), he would see 
renewed devotion to God . In spite of the Israelites’ 
unfaithfulness, they will remain as God’s creative 
work . As such, God has remained committed to 
them until He finishes what He started in them . 
Human unfaithfulness does not deter God (see 
2 Timothy 2:13) .

To sanctify God’s name is to acknowledge God’s 
inherent holiness . We cannot add to God’s holi-
ness . But we can add to the number of those who 
know His holiness and also worship Him . Israel 
would come to worship and obey God with a 
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sense of awe and reverence when He turns every-
thing upside down (see Isaiah 29:17, above) .

To fear the God of Israel is a parallel statement to 
sanctify my name . To do one is to do the other . The 
result is to be appropriate reverence for the Lord 
as He allows people the opportunity to marvel at 
His holiness . Since Jacob’s name was changed to 
Israel, the Holy One of Jacob and the God of Israel 
are parallels . Calling God by either or both titles is 
to acknowledge that He chose Jacob/Israel, loved 
him from before he wrestled with God (Genesis 
32:22-30), and proved that love by settling Jacob’s 
descendants in the land of promise that would 
belong to his descendants (Psalm 136:21; com-
pare Jeremiah 33:11; Hosea 2:23) .

But that settlement and resettlement were only 
shadows of God’s act of mercy ultimately accom-
plished through the work of Christ on the cross . 
Paul wrote, “If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17) . 
We come to Christ admitting that we depend on 
His generous gift of salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
and the rest in our eternal home that is to follow 
(Hebrews 4) .

B. Expressed Through God’s Word (v. 24) 
24. They also that erred in spirit shall come 

to understanding, and they that murmured 
shall learn doctrine.

This future time of renewal is to be marked by 
increased sensitivity to God’s Word . The Hebrew 
word translated murmured occurs in only six other 
places in the Old Testament; in two of those, it 
is used of the wilderness wanderings who griped 
about their situation (Deuteronomy 1:27; Psalm 
106:25) . When the time of revival came to pass, 
the people would do the opposite as they value doc-
trine (compare Deuteronomy 32:2; Psalm 119) .

Conclusion
A. Intimate Hearts 

Today’s passage offers hope for all who find 
themselves far from God despite any robust reli-
gious heritage . In every generation churches are 
filled with those who have devoted themselves 

fully to God . But there are also those who attend 
out of habit or a sense of duty . Outside observers 
might consider this group to be highly religious . 
However, their true spiritual state is not hidden 
from God . He feels the coldness of their worship . 
He sees the plans they make without consulting 
Him in prayer or study of Scripture . The unjust 
ways with which these congregants treat their 
neighbor are not hidden from God .

The way back now is the same as it was in Isa-
iah’s day: regardless of our current level of spiritual 
fervency, we need to live mindful of the reality 
that God judges each person justly . We have to 
discard the illusions that our thoughts are pri-
vate before God . He sees our true spiritual con-
dition, even when we don’t allow ourselves that 
same insight .

God the Father, through the completed work 
of Christ and the present indwelling of His Holy 
Spirit, is able and willing to free us so we can love 
Him with the entireties of our hearts, souls, and 
abilities (compare Deuteronomy 6:5; Matthew 
22:37) . There is no question regarding His ability 
and our inability in that regard . Neither is there 
any question about His willingness to do so . The 
only question on the table is our willingness to 
allow Him to renew us .

Are we?

What Do You Think?
Which thought in today’s text do you have the 

hardest time coming to grips with? Why?
Digging Deeper
Considering Psalm 51:10; Luke 10:27; Ephe-

sians 5:11; and 1 John 1:5-6, how will you 
resolve this difficulty?

B. Prayer
Father, we are ever capable of straying from 

You! May our worship and service to You never 
find us lacking in devotion . Renew our hearts 
today so that the unbelieving world can see Christ 
in us . In Jesus’ name we pray . Amen .

C. Thought to Remember
God is able and willing to renew our hearts .
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson
Write these two thoughts on the board as com-

peting proposals:
1. Rituals are good and necessary

2. Rituals are damaging and dangerous

Ask half the class to make a list of reasons in 
favor of Proposal 1 while the other half makes a 
list supporting Proposal 2 . (If the halves of the 
class total more than six learners each, have partic-
ipants form smaller groups with duplicate assign-
ments .) Contrast lists in the ensuing whole-class 
discussion . Record responses on the board as they 
are voiced .

Make a transition by saying, “We may be won-
dering if the Bible can help us sort through these 
opposing viewpoints . Let’s find out as we turn to 
the prophet Isaiah .”

Into the Word
Use the Lesson Context to locate today’s text in 

a section of warning, or “Woe Sermons .” (Option . 
To expand and deepen the study of the context, 
distribute copies of the “God’s ‘Woe to’ Warn-
ings” exercise from the activity page, to be com-
pleted by the same groups, above .)

After discussion of context reassign students 
into groups of four . Ask half the groups to create 
a list titled “Sins of God’s People” as they work 
through the text . The other groups are to create 
a list titled “How God Will Respond” as they 
see promised in the lesson text . Allow five min-
utes and then reconvene for whole-class discus-
sion of the lists . Challenge groups to examine the 
thorough ness of groups who had the other task . 

Into Life
Display this definition: 

Ritual: a series of actions performed  
according to a prescribed order.

Below or beside it, display this definition:

Ritualism: the regular observance or practice of  
ritual, especially when excessive or without  

regard to its function.

Contrast these to ensure that learners do not 
see the word ritual as an inherently negative word . 
When that is established, distribute handouts (you 
prepare) featuring three columns that are headed 
this way:

Rituals / Meaningless / Meaningful

Ask students to re-form their groups of four to 
complete the handout . Include instructions to list 
in the first column as many rituals of Christian 
worship as they can . In the middle column, they 
should jot down one or more ways that each of the 
rituals can become meaningless . In the third, they 
are to suggest what must happen in the Christian’s 
heart for each of these rituals to become or remain 
meaningful to self and to God .

After several minutes, reconvene for whole-class 
discussion of suggestions . Spend most of the time 
discussing specific steps a Christian can take to 
make sure his or her heart is right with God so 
that worship rituals are not merely an exercise in 
going through the motions .

Option. Write this proposition on the board:

It is better to participate in Christian worship with 
little thought than to ignore it altogether.

Form the class into two debate teams: one to 
advocate the proposition, the other to deny it . 
Research debate formats ahead of time to decide 
which one best fits the nature and size of your class . 

Option. Distribute copies of the “Searching for 
Meaning” exercise from the activity page, which 
you can download, as learners depart . To encour-
age after-class completion, stress that you will dis-
cuss results as a first order of business when the 
class meets again next week .
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burn it with fire, and thou shalt not escape out 
of their hand.

19 And Zedekiah the king said unto Jere-
miah, I am afraid of the Jews that are fallen to 
the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their 
hand, and they mock me.

20 But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver 
thee. Obey, I beseech thee, the voice of the 
Lord, which I speak unto thee: so it shall be 
well unto thee, and thy soul shall live.

21 But if thou refuse to go forth, this is the 
word that the Lord hath shewed me:

22 And, behold, all the women that are left 
in the king of Judah’s house shall be brought 
forth to the king of Babylon’s princes, and 
those women shall say, Thy friends have set 
thee on, and have prevailed against thee: thy 
feet are sunk in the mire, and they are turned 
away back.

23 So they shall bring out all thy wives and 
thy children to the Chaldeans: and thou shalt 
not escape out of their hand, but shalt be taken 
by the hand of the king of Babylon: and thou 
shalt cause this city to be burned with fire.

Jeremiah 38:14-23
14 Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took 

Jeremiah the prophet unto him into the third 
entry that is in the house of the Lord: and 
the king said unto Jeremiah, I will ask thee a 
thing; hide nothing from me.

15 Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If I 
declare it unto thee, wilt thou not surely put me 
to death? and if I give thee counsel, wilt thou 
not hearken unto me?

16 So Zedekiah the king sware secretly unto 
Jeremiah, saying, As the Lord liveth, that 
made us this soul, I will not put thee to death, 
neither will I give thee into the hand of these 
men that seek thy life.

17 Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus 
saith the Lord, the God of hosts, the God of 
Israel; If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the 
king of Babylon’s princes, then thy soul shall 
live, and this city shall not be burned with fire; 
and thou shalt live, and thine house:

18 But if thou wilt not go forth to the king of 
Babylon’s princes, then shall this city be given 
into the hand of the Chaldeans, and they shall 

Devotional Reading: Jeremiah 38:7-13; 39:15-18
Background Scripture: Jeremiah 37–38
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Introduction
A. Unheeded Warnings

Katsuhiko Ishibashi, a seismologist and univer-
sity professor in Japan, for years warned that many 
of Japan’s nuclear power plants were at risk for 
significant damage from earthquakes . Though he 
and his colleagues warned about possible catastro-
phe, they were largely ignored . When a magnitude 
9 .0 earthquake occurred off the northeastern coast 
of Japan’s main island in March 2011, the result-
ing tsunami caused massive damage to the nuclear 
power station in Fukushima . 

The ensuing radioactive fallout forced some 
160,000 people to evacuate their homes across an 
area of approximately 300 square miles . Studies 
and reports since published vindicate Ishibashi’s 
warnings about possible disaster at the site . 

When the nation of Judah faced God’s wrath 
for their many violations of the covenant with 
God, the Lord commissioned Jeremiah to sound 
the warnings and call them to repentance . Per-
haps it was not too late for this faltering nation 
and their king to avert the disaster and desolation 
that awaited them .

B. Lesson Context
The prophet Jeremiah delivered God’s message 

to the nation of Judah from 627 until the mid-
580s BC . That was roughly a century after the 
prophet Isaiah . Five kings reigned over Judah dur-
ing Jeremiah’s ministry . Josiah, the first of these 
five, was righteous (2 Kings 23:25) . The four fol-
lowing him, however, were all wicked . These 
included Jehoiachin, who was removed from the 
throne and taken into captivity when the Baby-
lonians invaded in 597 BC (24:12) . King Nebu-
chadnezzar of Babylon replaced Jehoiachin with 
that man’s uncle, Mattaniah, renaming him 
Zedekiah in the process (24:17) . 

Zedekiah wavered between service to the Bab-
ylonian king and rebellion against that overlord . 
Zedekiah ruled for Judah’s final decade as a nation 
before it fell in 586 BC .

The destruction of Judah at the hands of Bab-
ylon that Isaiah had foreseen decades earlier (see 
2 Kings 20:16-18) drew near during Jeremiah’s 

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to: 
1 . Explain the context of Jeremiah’s ministry 

in the days of King Zedekiah .
2 . Contrast Zedekiah’s indecisiveness with 

Jeremiah’s resolve .
3 . Write one action to take in the week ahead 

to counteract an unholy trait that characterizes 
him or her in a weak moment . 

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A . Unheeded Warnings
 B . Lesson Context
 I. A Secret Meeting (Jeremiah 38:14-16)
 A . Information Request (v . 14)
 B . Setting Terms (vv . 15-16)
   Listen Carefully
 II. A Private Prophecy (Jeremiah 38:17-23)
 A . Results of Obedience (vv . 17-20)
   Beware the Bypass
 B . Consequences of Rebellion (vv . 21-23)
Conclusion
 A . A Successful Ministry
 B . Prayer
 C . Thought to Remember

Prophets Faithful to 
 God’s Covenant

Unit 3: Courageous Prophets  
of Change
Lessons 9–13

May 16 ■ 314 ■  Preaching Doom



day . Like the northern kingdom of Israel before, 
Judah’s unfaithfulness to the covenant had 
exhausted the Lord’s great patience . Jeremiah pro-
claimed that the Lord would use the Babylonians 
as instruments of judgment against Judah (Jere-
miah 20:4-6) .

Throughout his prophetic ministry, Jeremiah 
warned Jerusalem in word and in deed of the 
coming destruction . He illustrated this message in 
symbolic actions (examples: Jeremiah 13:1-11; 19:1-
15; 27:1-11) . Yet rarely did anyone take this prophet 
seriously (37:2) . His oracles were misunderstood 
and dismissed as the rhetoric of a traitorous, pro-
Babylonian sympathizer (37:11-13) . Jerusalem’s 
more “loyal” prophets proclaimed peace, safety, 
and deliverance . Their fabricated, uninspired mes-
sage was believed among the populace .

Twice in Judah’s closing months, while Jeru-
salem was under siege, Jeremiah endured punish-
ments for his message of doom . First, he was 
beaten and held in a dungeon cell for many days 
(Jeremiah 37:15-16) . Zedekiah, however, sum-
moned him from the dungeon and released him 
into the courtyard of the guard (37:21) . There he 
continued to reveal the unpleasant things God 
told him (38:1-3) .

Zedekiah’s officials took exception to Jeremi-
ah’s preaching because his warnings were deemed 
treasonous and demoralizing (Jeremiah 38:4) . 
With Zedekiah unwilling to oppose them, the 
officials had Jeremiah put down into a muddy 
dungeon (38:6) . But a high official named Ebed-
melech gathered 30 men (also with Zedekiah’s 
concession) to lift Jeremiah out of the mud and 
rescue him from certain death (38:8-13) .

I. A Secret Meeting
(Jeremiah 38:14-16)

A. Information Request (v. 14)
14. Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took 

Jeremiah the prophet unto him into the third 
entry that is in the house of the Lord: and 
the king said unto Jeremiah, I will ask thee a 
thing; hide nothing from me.

When the Babylonians returned and besieged 
Jerusalem and defeat seemed near, Zedekiah began 

to summon Jeremiah for conversations . The third 
entry that is in the house of the Lord probably indi-
cates a back entrance from the palace to the tem-
ple . The king apparently wanted a private setting 
where he could talk with Jeremiah outside of his 
officials’ hearing (see Lesson Context) . Perhaps 
Zedekiah thought that Jeremiah might reverse 
his oracles of judgment and the Lord would grant 
Jerusalem a reprieve after all .

This was not the first such conversation (see Jer-
emiah 34:6-7; 37:17) . Zedekiah’s repeated sum-
moning of Jeremiah shows that at least part of him 
respected Jeremiah’s advice, if not his standing as 
an inspired prophet of God . Yet his terse com-
mand that Jeremiah hide nothing from him shows 
that Zedekiah did not yet understand that Jere-
miah always told the king everything God told 
the prophet .

B. Setting Terms (vv. 15-16)
15. Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If I 

declare it unto thee, wilt thou not surely put me 
to death? and if I give thee counsel, wilt thou 
not hearken unto me?

Jeremiah certainly feared for his life and may 
have considered whether repeating earlier warn-
ings was worth the risk . God had given him 
assurances of protection at the time of his call-
ing, even from kings and officials (Jeremiah 1:18-
19; 15:20-21) . Yet Jeremiah still feared, for he too 
was human with doubts (1:6; 15: 18; 20:7) . Given 
recent events, he had every reason to believe that a 
harsh word against Zedekiah could spell his own 
demise (26:20-23) .

Jeremiah surmised that Zedekiah was hoping 
for a more favorable word from the Lord this time . 
But the prophet also knew that no favorable word 
would be forthcoming .
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 Ebed-melech Ee-bed-mee-lek .
 Jehoiachin Jeh-hoy-uh-kin .
 Josiah Jo-sigh-uh .
 Mattaniah Mat-uh-nye-uh .
 Nebuchadnezzar Neb-yuh-kud-nez-er .
 Zedekiah Zed-uh-kye-uh .



What Do You Think?
Under what circumstances is it wise for you to 

question someone’s motives, if ever? Why?
Digging Deeper
In what ways do 1 Corinthians 4:5; Philippians 

1:15-18; and James 4:3 guide your answer?

1 listen Carefully 1
I was in my truck listening to a new CD when I 

noticed a strange percussion instrument . The beat 
was out of place . The doink sound was annoying 
and didn’t work well with the hymn “Whisper a 
Prayer .” The song ended, but when “Morning Had 
Broken” started playing, there was that percussion 
beat again!

I turned up the music, and the misplaced beat 
faded . I drove home with the radio at full volume, 
no doink to be heard . But when I pulled into my 
driveway and turned the radio down, the sound 
returned! Then I saw the seat belt warning light 
flashing . 

If I had fastened my seat belt, the percussive 
warning would have ended . I had ignored a warn-
ing that I was in danger . Like Zedekiah, I looked 
for solutions to the problem I thought I had instead 
of perceiving the real danger . What discord in 
your life is warning you about danger? —C . T .

16. So Zedekiah the king sware secretly 
unto Jeremiah, saying, As the Lord liveth, that 
made us this soul, I will not put thee to death, 
neither will I give thee into the hand of these 
men that seek thy life.

The king continued the secret conversation by 
giving Jeremiah the purported assurance of safety 
that he sought . Whether or not Zedekiah was sin-
cere was one question; the more important ques-
tion was whether he would follow through . His 
word meant little because, unlike his father, Josiah 
(2 Kings 23:24-25), or his brother Jehoiakim (Jer-
emiah 36:1-2, 4, 20-26), his character was not 
dependably good or evil . 

Zedekiah believed he held Jeremiah’s life in his 
hands . He ironically swore this oath by the Lord 
 .  .  . that made us this soul, a poetic way of acknowl-

edging that God gives life . The king inadvertently 
acknowledged that God is actually the one who 
decides between life and death .

II. A Private Prophecy
(Jeremiah 38:17-23)

A. Results of Obedience (vv. 17-20)
17a. Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, 

Thus saith the Lord, the God of hosts, the God 
of Israel. 

Jeremiah knew that this king would likely waf-
fle, given past behavior (example: Jeremiah 34:8-
22) . Even so, the prophet still proclaimed the word 
from the Lord, come what may . This is the mark 
of true commitment . Jeremiah did not ask what 
Zedekiah wanted to learn or tell the king what 
he hoped to hear . Even if Jeremiah had wanted to 
withhold the message, he would have failed any-
way . The word of God was like a fire in Jeremi-
ah’s bones (20:9), impossible to hold back whether 
anyone listened or not (6:10-11) .

Piling up designations for the Lord empha-
sized that the God of hosts was the true king in 
Israel . God had allowed the Israelites to have a 
human king because they desired to be like the 
other nations (1 Samuel 8:5-9) . He knew this was 
a result of faithlessness and would also lead to 
more faithlessness . 

Referring to the Lord as the God of Israel has 
implications for how the people were called to 
conduct themselves (compare Leviticus 26) . But 
idolatry and injustice had landed them in a posi-
tion to face God’s punishment . They did not act 
as people who belonged to the Lord . 

17b. If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the 
king of Babylon’s princes, then thy soul shall 
live, and this city shall not be burned with fire; 
and thou shalt live, and thine house.

The Lord’s offer to spare Zedekiah’s life upon 
surrender to the Babylonians accords with terms 
previously stated (Jeremiah 21:8-9) . God’s offer to 
spare the city from fiery destruction might seem 
like an astonishing, last-minute reversal (compare 
21:10; 34:2, 22; 37:9-10) . But the Lord has the 
freedom to change His mind about either blessing 
or punishment for a nation that alters its course 
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(Jeremiah 18:5-10) . He did so for Nineveh at the 
preaching of Jonah (Jonah 3:10) . The Lord did not 
offer a solution in which Zedekiah was allowed 
to remain king in Jerusalem . But the Lord did 
offer a solution that would avoid Jerusalem’s being 
burned to the ground or Zedekiah’s experiencing 
great personal violence .

The nation of Judah apparently had chances 
early on to avert disaster entirely (Jeremiah 4:1-
4) . Yet God eventually was determined unre-
servedly to punish Judah (4:27-28) . Although 
judgment in Babylon was by this time assured, 
God still offered mercy to His people and their 
king (compare 1 Kings 21:20-29) . Nonethe-
less, Jeremiah offered a glimpse of what would 
occur if Zedekiah made other choices . Accepting 
God’s mercy in judgment would mitigate some of 
the horrible consequences that otherwise would 
follow . 

Christians still experience God’s discipline 
tempered by His mercy, even though we don’t 
always recognize it as such (1 Corinthians 11:31-
32; Hebrews 12:4-11) . This is part of the process 
of God’s using all things for our good (Romans 
8:28) . This isn’t to say we will enjoy all things 
or that all things will seem good at some point . 
Instead, all things that happen to us and around 
us are meant to make us into the image of Jesus 
(8:29) . 

18. But if thou wilt not go forth to the king 
of Babylon’s princes, then shall this city be 
given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and 
they shall burn it with fire, and thou shalt not 
escape out of their hand.

Jeremiah’s words implicitly called for Zedekiah 
to ignore the officials who were urging him not 
to surrender (Jeremiah 27:12-15) . But beyond 
Zedekiah’s lack of character and the grave sins of 
Judah, there was another reason Jeremiah could be 
resigned to Jerusalem’s being burned by the Chal-
deans. The prophets had been warning of Judah’s 
destruction for many years (2 Kings 21:10-15; 
Isaiah 39:6; Micah 3:12; compare Jeremiah 7:25-
26; 25:4; 26:17-18) . Though God can change 
His mind (see commentary on Jeremiah 38:17b, 
above), He also clearly stated that blessing resulted 
from obedience and curses came from faithless-

ness (Deuteronomy 30:15-18) . Without repen-
tance and obedience, Jerusalem had no hope of 
experiencing God’s great mercy .

19. And Zedekiah the king said unto Jere-
miah, I am afraid of the Jews that are fallen to 
the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their 
hand, and they mock me.

Had Zedekiah feared the Babylonians them-
selves, it would be hard to blame him . Even 
fearing his own officials is understandable to 
an extent, since his predecessor, Jehoiakim, was 
probably murdered by his own officials the last 
time the Babylonians invaded (Jeremiah 22:18-
19; 36:29-31) . 

The fear he expressed at this point, however, 
seems comparatively insignificant . Some of Jerusa-
lem’s citizenry already had surrendered to the Bab-
ylonians (here called Chaldeans) . Zedekiah did not 
want to expose himself to their scorn or potential 
murderous mistreatment . 

What Do You Think?
Which speaks to you most deeply: the moral 

courage of Jeremiah or the moral cowardice 
of Zedekiah? Why?

Digging Deeper
What does that motivate you to do?

1 beWare the byPass 1
When driving, we want to get to our destina-

tion as quickly as possible . Faster is better, and 
we dislike any kind of inconvenience . To wait at 
a stoplight can be a major annoyance . For some, 
driving slowly in a queue of traffic can quickly 
turn annoyance into infuriation . In the name of 
convenience, freeways bypass town after town . 
We love to jump on the interstate, put the car on 
cruise control, and just go!

Living life in the fast lane is appealing . But 
where are we going so quickly? Zedekiah was 
hoping for a quick way to avoid the troubles that 
Jeremiah said were coming . But by looking for a 
bypass, Zedekiah actually set himself and the peo-
ple on the fast track to destruction . If you’re tak-
ing spiritual shortcuts, are you actually bypassing 
the true way as revealed by God? —C . T .
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20. But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver 
thee. Obey, I beseech thee, the voice of the 
Lord, which I speak unto thee: so it shall be 
well unto thee, and thy soul shall live.

Zedekiah had tried to make the issue into a 
purely political matter, but he was oblivious to the 
real issue . Jeremiah thus directed the king back to 
the core spiritual realities . 

Obedience to the Lord was Zedekiah’s only via-
ble course of action . The promise thy soul shall live 
probably referred more to quality of life than mere 
survival, for Zedekiah was already guaranteed to 
survive (Jeremiah 34:4-5) . Indeed, the quality of 
Zedekiah’s life after remaining rebellious to both 
God and Nebuchadnezzar ended up being quite 
poor (52:8-11) .

B. Consequences of Rebellion (vv. 21-23)
21. But if thou refuse to go forth, this is the 

word that the Lord hath shewed me.
Jeremiah made clear that this preview of 

the future comes from God . Contrary to what 
Zedekiah might have thought, the prophet him-
self could not set the course . He had no more con-
trol over what happened than a weather forecaster 
has control over the weather .

What Do You Think?
How can we overcome the fear of “negative 

talk” when such talk is clearly called for?
Digging Deeper
If a context required negative talk on your part, 

how would you prepare for the likelihood of 
being called judgmental?

22. And, behold, all the women that are left 
in the king of Judah’s house shall be brought 
forth to the king of Babylon’s princes, and 
those women shall say, Thy friends have set 
thee on, and have prevailed against thee: thy 
feet are sunk in the mire, and they are turned 
away back.

Zedekiah’s house would fall if he didn’t do 
as the Lord had revealed (see Jeremiah 38:17, 
above) . This could refer to his family in general, 
his descendants, or (less likely) the Davidic line 
entirely . 

Jeremiah painted a picture of Zedekiah’s 
women (referring to wives and concubines) ridi-
culing him as they became captives to the Bab-
ylonians . Women in war suffer immensely at the 
hands of oppositional forces . If Zedekiah cared 
for the women of his household, he would follow 
Jeremiah’s counsel . That would spare the women’s 
being taken into the houses of Babylon’s princes for 
whatever purpose those men desired .

Maybe to curry favor and maybe just out of 
heartbreak, the women would mock Zedekiah 
because of his officials’ treachery . Many of those 
advisers already had deserted him (Jeremiah 
37:19), and the rest would soon follow . Jeremiah 
knew what betrayal felt like (20:10) as well as hav-
ing his feet . . . sunk in the mire (38:6) . Zedekiah 
would have no Ebedmelech to rescue him from 
the metaphorical pit (38:7-13) . Jeremiah hoped 
this grim vision would appeal to the king’s fear 
and self-interest and result in obedience .

23. So they shall bring out all thy wives and 
thy children to the Chaldeans: and thou shalt 
not escape out of their hand, but shalt be taken 
by the hand of the king of Babylon: and thou 
shalt cause this city to be burned with fire.

Jeremiah built on his dire prophecies by empha-
sizing that not only Zedekiah’s wives but also his 
children would go into Babylonian exile . Like their 
mothers, children suffer horribly in wartimes . This 
is a clear escalation of Jeremiah’s appeal not to 
Zedekiah’s logical side but to his emotional center . 
What father would willingly subject his children 
to seeing their mothers taken captive and their city 
. . . burned with fire?

What Do You Think?
Should consequences for others be the pri-

mary factor in your moral choices? Why, or 
why not?

Digging Deeper
What biblical passages support your answer?

Yet even hearing the sad fate that awaited his 
family failed to move Zedekiah . He was more 
concerned about keeping the secret from his 
officials, maybe even protecting Jeremiah, than 
about obedience to God or the consequences that 
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awaited him (see Jeremiah 38:24-26, not in our 
printed text) .

The dates given in Jeremiah 39:1-2 compute to 
a siege of 18 months, ending on July 18, 586 BC . 
The king and some of his soldiers fled Jerusalem at 
night (Jeremiah 39:4; 2 Kings 25:4; compare Eze-
kiel 12:12) . The Babylonians hunted him down, 
however, and captured him . 

Zedekiah’s sentence was to see his sons put to 
death before his own eyes, be blinded afterward, 
then taken in shackles to Babylon (2 Kings 25:7) . 
His officials, what few remained at that point, 
were executed (Jeremiah 39:6) . The city of Jeru-
salem was burned to the ground (2 Kings 25:9) . 

Zedekiah’s demise came by God’s hand (Jer-
emiah 34:22; Ezekiel 12:13-14) . That was some-
thing even the Babylonians themselves realized 
(Jeremiah 40:1-3) . Such was the fate of one who 
trusted in human wisdom rather than believ-
ing that God would do what He said (Proverbs 
3:5-8) . 

Conclusion
A. A Successful Ministry

What other ministry of doom would we hold 
in such high esteem as Jeremiah’s? He was a fail-
ure by human standards: accused falsely instead 
of believed, persecuted by officials, betrayed by 
family . No one obeyed Jeremiah’s words . Even 
after his predictions about Zedekiah and Jerusa-
lem were fulfilled, Jeremiah continued to be dis-
believed and dismissed (Jeremiah 43:1-3) .

Yet from the standpoint of faith, the life of Jere-
miah was successful by God’s standards . The con-
trast between him and Zedekiah could hardly be 
starker . Zedekiah was one whose mind wavered 
moment by moment as he tried to save his own 
skin in his own way . He had no meaningful faith, 
no courage, no enduring principles . All the while 
Jeremiah remained true to his calling, willing to 
deliver the word of God, even though he knew it 
could cost him dearly . He was open to God’s lead-
ing even through doubts, tears, and fears . Those 
are the marks of real success .

Jeremiah is a book for today’s times . Chris-
tians too can expect the world to ignore our mes-

sage and ridicule our convictions . We can expect 
hostility to arise in areas where the gospel is pro-
claimed boldly . 

In some nations, this results in loss of relevancy 
and influence . In others, it results in torture, rape, 
or beheading . Though Christ is with us always 
(Matthew 28:20), Christian disciple ship carries 
no guarantee of personal comfort or applause . 
But like Jeremiah, we must learn to see the world 
as God sees it and remain true to our calling . We 
must continually pray that we will speak the truth 
boldly (Ephesians 6:19-20) .

What Do You Think?
Which thought in today’s text do you have the 

hardest time coming to grips with? Why?
Digging Deeper
Considering how your decisions can affect 

others, what extra effort will you expend to 
resolve this uncertainty?

B. Prayer
Father, teach us what it means to live success-

fully in Your sight . Give us the strength to pro-
claim Your message to the world boldly, come 
what may . In Jesus’ name we pray . Amen .

C. Thought to Remember
Proclaiming God’s message is risky, 
but to ignore that message is fatal .
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson
Introduce a game of opposites by stating that 

you are going to write a word on the board and 
class members are to voice opposite meanings . 
State that responses cannot include any part of the 
word you write (examples: untruthful and fearless 
are disallowed as responses for opposites of truth-
ful and fearful) . 

Start by writing the word courageous. After jot-
ting learner responses next to it, proceed likewise 
with the words petty, resolute, truthful, and fear-
ful. Keep the process moving briskly . Depending 
on the nature and size of your class, one or more 
of these options may be appropriate:

Option 1: Put the words on handouts for use by 
small groups or study pairs . Option 2: Announce 
that no one can answer twice until everyone has 
answered once . Option 3: Use brainstorming, in 
which no evaluation of the responses is allowed .

Make a transition by gesturing to the board as 
you say, “People are complex creatures who can be 
curious mixtures of these at various times . Let’s 
see how today’s text helps us sort through these 
with two examples from history .” (Leave every-
thing on the board throughout the lesson .)

Into the Word
Before a volunteer reads today’s printed text 

aloud, ask half the class to be alert for King 
Zedekiah’s motives and thoughts among the 
words and their opposites you have left on the 
board . Ask the other half to do the same regard-
ing the prophet Jeremiah . After the reading, allow 
class members to tell what they heard; put a Z on 
the board next to words that apply to Zedekiah; 
use the letter J to do the same regarding Jeremiah . 

Option. Reinforce the lesson by giving each 
learner one of the six false statements from the 
“Fixing Falsehoods” exercise on the activity page, 
which you can download . Read the instructions 
aloud . Allow one minute for learners to fix their 

statements and find the passage in today’s text that 
validates the fix . Compare results among those 
who have the same statement .

Option. To place today’s study in the larger con-
text of the relationship between Zedekiah and 
Jeremiah, distribute copies of the “Three Confron-
tations” exercise from the activity page . Have each 
learner consult with one or two others to complete 
it as indicated . Compare results in ensuing whole-
class discussion .

Into Life 
Distribute handouts (you prepare) that list the 

following proposals: 
• Faithfulness to God doesn’t always result in an 

easy life .
• God’s mercy will stretch far, but eventually He 

may exert punishment .
• Self-interest can blind us to God’s will .
• God will not ignore unfaithfulness .
Ask students in groups of four to six to decide 

how today’s lesson illustrates each proposal . After 
six or eight minutes, allow class members to com-
pare and contrast their responses with those of 
other groups in whole-class discussion .

Return to the words listed on the board from 
the opening activity and ask learners to select 
silently one of the negative words that most char-
acterizes them in a weak moment . Follow by then 
asking to write one step they can take in the week 
ahead to move themselves closer to the opposite of 
that negative word .

Call for volunteers to share what they’ve written 
in both regards, but don’t put anyone on the spot 
to do so . Be prepared to reveal your own negative 
inclination and needed step away from it .

End with a time of guided prayer . Mention 
each positive attribute of Jeremiah and pause after 
each to allow class members time to pray silently 
about how it can be a stronger attribute of their 
own relationship with God .
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8 He that hath not given forth upon usury, 
neither hath taken any increase, that hath 
withdrawn his hand from iniquity, hath exe-
cuted true judgment between man and man,

9 Hath walked in my statutes, and hath kept 
my judgments, to deal truly; he is just, he shall 
surely live, saith the Lord God.
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of 
Israel, every one according to his ways, saith 
the Lord God. Repent, and turn yourselves 
from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall 
not be your ruin.

31 Cast away from you all your transgres-
sions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make 
you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will 
ye die, O house of Israel?

32 For I have no pleasure in the death of him 
that dieth, saith the Lord God: wherefore turn 
yourselves, and live ye.

Ezekiel 18:1-9, 30-32
1 The word of the Lord came unto me again, 

saying,
2 What mean ye, that ye use this prov-

erb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The 
fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the chil-
dren’s teeth are set on edge?

3 As I live, saith the Lord God, ye shall not 
have occasion any more to use this proverb in 
Israel.

4 Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of 
the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: 
the soul that sinneth, it shall die.

5 But if a man be just, and do that which is 
lawful and right,

6 And hath not eaten upon the mountains, 
neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the 
house of Israel, neither hath defiled his neigh-
bour’s wife, neither hath come near to a men-
struous woman,

7 And hath not oppressed any, but hath 
restored to the debtor his pledge, hath spoiled 
none by violence, hath given his bread to the 
hungry, and hath covered the naked with a 
garment;
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Introduction
A. Imagined Righteousness

The phrase vicarious nostalgia refers to a feel-
ing of yearning for a past that one never actually 
lived . This term could describe a person born in 
the 1980s who loves a 1950s aesthetic and thinks 
of those years as simpler and better in many ways . 
It can describe a desire to return to “the good old 
days” that didn’t actually happen the way one 
imagines or even remembers . 

For years, Garrison Keillor hosted a popular 
radio show in which he told touching and humor-
ous stories about the citizens of a small fictional 
town in Minnesota . Each week he closed his pro-
gram with the familiar sign-off, “Well, that’s the 
news from Lake Wobegon, where all the women 
are strong, all the men are good-looking, and all 
the children are above average .” These descriptions 
are obviously caricatures, meant to capture a feel-
ing of community pride more than an attainable 
reality . Yet, a place like Lake Wobegon can inspire 
vicarious nostalgia for all of us who live more 
complicated lives than the strong women, good-
looking men, and brilliant children of that town . 

An overstated self-assessment is dangerous 
enough in nostalgia . However, lacking a correct 
view of oneself is a devastating flaw . In this week’s 
lesson, the exiles didn’t understand their own role 
in the difficult situation the nation was facing . 
They assigned fault to their parents while claim-
ing their own moral innocence .

B. Lesson Context
Ezekiel, a contemporary of Jeremiah, prophe-

sied during and after the final chaotic years of the 
kingdom of Judah . He was called by God “in the 
fifth day of the [fourth] month  .  .  . which was the 
fifth year of king Jehoiachin’s captivity” (Ezekiel 
1:1-2) . Jehoiachin reigned only three months in 
597 BC before the Babylonians conquered Jeru-
salem and took him, along with thousands of the 
most prominent and skilled people of Judah, to 
Babylon (2 Kings 24:14) . This detail dates the 
beginning of Ezekiel’s book in 592 BC . 

The group of deportees included the prophet 
Ezekiel (Ezekiel 1:1-3) . The ruin of Jerusalem was 

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to:
1 . Quote the mistaken proverb the exiles 

believed . 
2 . Explain the reasons for the exiles’ miscon-

ception regarding how God judges people .
3 . Evaluate his or her preparedness to identify, 

avoid, and correct blame-shifting .

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A . Imagined Righteousness
 B . Lesson Context
 I. A Proverb (Ezekiel 18:1-4)
 A . Repeated by the People (vv . 1-2)
   Selective Hearing
 B . Refuted by God (vv . 3-4)
 II. A Case Study (Ezekiel 18:5-9)
 A . A Man’s Actions (vv . 5-9a)
 B . God’s Verdict (v . 9b)
 III. A Call (Ezekiel 18:30-32)
 A . To Repent (vv . 30-31)
 B . To Live (v . 32)
   Autonomy
Conclusion
 A . Actual Righteousness
 B . Prayer
 C . Thought to Remember

Prophets Faithful to 
 God’s Covenant

Unit 3: Courageous Prophets  
of Change
Lessons 9–13
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devastating for the exiles . Jeremiah’s book of Lam-
entations captures the anguish that the destruc-
tion of the city and loss of human life caused (see 
lesson 8) . Though some were left in Jerusalem and 
wider Judah, the survivors to whom Ezekiel spoke 
were those taken away to Babylon (see lesson 8 
Lesson Context) . They lived together by the river 
Chebar . 

The Babylonian exile created great uncertainty 
about the people’s relationship with God . Could 
God, who had allowed His holy city to be ravaged 
and His people carried into exile, still care for the 
people? And if He still cared, could He actually 
take care of them in a foreign nation?

I. A Proverb
(Ezekiel 18:1-4)

A. Repeated by the People (vv. 1-2)
1. The word of the Lord came unto me 

again, saying.
The word of the Lord is a common phrase used 

in Ezekiel to emphasize that the Lord spoke to 
His prophet . This phrase occurs dozens of time in 
this book—far more often than in any other Bible 
book . Its frequent use in Ezekiel emphasizes that 
God communicated with His people even in exile . 
His continuing to speak to Ezekiel was meant in 
part to reassure the people that God was still with 
them in a foreign land . 

1 seleCtive hearing 1
My son was playing a video game . At the door 

of his room, I shouted, “Turn that noise down!”
No response . That’s when it dawned on me: he 

couldn’t hear . That’s why he doesn’t always do what 
I ask him! I thought . 

I went into the kitchen to look up the num-
ber of an audiologist as I popped the tab of a cold 
soda . I didn’t get the cola to my lips before I heard 
my son shout, “Would you bring me one too?” He 
couldn’t hear me ask to turn down the noise, but 
he heard a soda-can tab from two rooms away! 
He didn’t have an auditory problem; he had selec-
tive hearing . 

But don’t we all? We only hear fully what we 
want to hear . Like teenagers with parents, we can 

selectively ignore the word of the Lord . Are you 
really listening to God? —C . T .

2. What mean ye, that ye use this prov-
erb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The 
fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the chil-
dren’s teeth are set on edge?

As the exiles wallowed in the misery of their 
situation, now in its sixth or seventh year (Ezekiel 
8:1; 20:1), they naturally tried to come to grips 
with the reason for it . In so doing, they landed 
on a proverb that became popular . A proverb is 
a short, pithy statement used to express a general 
truth in a memorable way . The prophet Jeremiah 
was also confronted with this same proverb in his 
situation back in Judea (Jeremiah 31:29-30) .

The Targum, a first-century AD Aramaic para-
phrase of the Hebrew Bible, gives the meaning 
of the proverb: “The fathers sin, the children suf-
fer .” Therefore, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
and the children’s teeth are set on edge expresses the 
belief that those in exile (the children) are unjustly 
bearing the punishment for the sins of earlier gen-
erations (the parents) . Claiming that their prob-
lem is inherited, the exiles deny responsibility or 
guilt on their part .

What Do You Think?
What old sayings do you need to let go of? Who 

will hold you accountable for progress?
Digging Deeper
How does Lamentations 5:7 (lesson 8); Mat-

thew 5:27-28; etc., illustrate a need to do so?

The proverb has some truth to it in that the 
sins of one generation can have lasting effects on 
the next . We may think of how children suffer 
today when a breadwinning parent is sent to jail 
for a crime . Ezekiel himself pointed out that the 
exile was the result of covenant unfaithfulness by 
many generations of Israelites (Ezekiel 16) . God 
had revealed himself as the one “visiting the iniq-
uity of the fathers upon the children unto the third 
and fourth generation” (Exodus 20:5) . The exiles’ 
ancestors were indeed guilty (example: 2 Kings 
21:1-16) . But this generation had been expelled 
from the promised land because of their own sin .
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B. Refuted by God (vv. 3-4) 
3. As I live, saith the Lord God, ye shall not 

have occasion any more to use this proverb in 
Israel.

The fact that the sins of one generation have 
consequences for another is not the same as saying 
that God punishes an innocent group for the sins 
of a guilty group . Although there are times when 
the all-knowing and sovereign God deems this to 
be fitting, it is rare and certainly not the norm . 
The problem in today’s text is that the exiles spe-
cifically apply their proverb to disavow any cul-
pability for their situation . In so doing, they can 
claim that God is unjust in his dealings with them 
(Ezekiel 18:25-29; 33:17-20) . 

What Do You Think?
In what ways will the truism in Proverbs 26:9 

guide your use and non-use of maxims?
Digging Deeper
What foundational problem do you see when 

you compare these two old sayings: “Too 
many cooks spoil the broth” and “Many hands 
make light work”?

4. Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of 
the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: 
the soul that sinneth, it shall die.

Everyone belongs to God since He is the sov-
ereign Creator . This included His chosen people 
as well as their Babylonian oppressors . His jus-
tice was not and is not limited by national borders 
(see Ezekiel 25–32) . Therefore He has the right to 
declare that the soul that sinneth, it shall die . Each 
person is responsible to God for his or her own sin, 
and God will deal with each person individually . 
In giving the Israelites His law, God commanded 
that “fathers shall not be put to death for the chil-
dren, neither shall the children be put to death for 
the fathers: every man shall be put to death for his 
own sin” (Deuteronomy 24:16) . 

This principle applied to how God dealt with 
His exiled people . His judgments are fair and 
true . It was pointless for the exiles to insist on 
their innocence (Romans 3:23) . The apostle Paul 
echoed Ezekiel’s words by stating that “the wages 
of sin is death” (6:23) .

II. A Case Study
(Ezekiel 18:5-9)

A. A Man’s Actions (vv. 5-9a)
5. But if a man be just, and do that which is 

lawful and right.
This verse sets up the first of three case stud-

ies . The second and third, in Ezekiel 18:10-17, are 
not part of today’s lesson text . For the hypotheti-
cal man introduced here to be just is another, par-
allel way of saying that he does that which is lawful 
and right . It’s interesting to note how rare it is for 
the Hebrew words translated “just,” “lawful,” and 
“right” to occur in the same verse; the only other 
place is Jeremiah 23:5 . Specifics follow .

6a. And hath not eaten upon the mountains, 
neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the 
house of Israel.

Eating upon the mountains refers to participa-
tion in idolatrous cult practices that were common 
in the mountain regions (compare 2 Kings 23:1-8; 
contrast 21:1-3) . These high places featured altars, 
often dedicated to the worship of Canaanite dei-
ties such as Baal . To look to the idols of Israel was to 
worship and seek help from false gods or to make 
an image of the true God for worship . 

Proper love for God begins with worshipping 
no other gods (compare Exodus 20:3-6) . The righ-
teous person didn’t turn to false gods for assis-
tance . He or she remained dependent on God 
alone for health and protection . 

The exiles were hundreds of miles away from 
the high places of their fathers’ idols . But the exiles 
were surrounded by the countless deities of the 
Babylonians . The temptation of straying to other 
gods remained real, especially when the exiles 
considered their uncertainty regarding God’s con-
tinuing care .

6b. Neither hath defiled his neighbour’s 
wife, neither hath come near to a menstruous 
woman.

The just man also was careful to stay morally 
pure . The Law of Moses prohibited not only adul-
tery (Exodus 20:14) but also intercourse during 
a woman’s menstrual period (Leviticus 15:19-33; 
18:19) . The penalty for violation of the latter was 
that “both of them shall be cut off from among 
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their people” (20:18) . Some suggest that the rea-
son for this restriction was because of the special 
role of blood in atoning for sins, respecting cer-
tain rights of women, or to maintain ceremonial 
purity . Whatever the reason, the righteous man 
observed this statute as well .

7. And hath not oppressed any, but hath 
restored to the debtor his pledge, hath spoiled 
none by violence, hath given his bread to the 
hungry, and hath covered the naked with a 
garment.

The righteous man also exhibits godly love 
toward others . Righteousness consists of more 
than merely doing no harm . A just person uses 
his or her resources to provide for the material 
needs of others (James 2:15-16) . These examples 
are all forms of economic righteousness shown to 
the debtor and the hungry and the naked . These are 
representative of other needy neighbors as well . 

We note that all the positive and negative 
actions addressed here are covered in the Law of 
Moses (see Exodus 20:15; 21:2; 22:21, 26-27; Deu-
teronomy 15:7-11; 23:19-20) . The righteous man 
never lies about or wrongs a neighbor for any rea-
son, in careful obedience to Deuteronomy 5:20-
21 . Rather, he keeps his distance from evil and all 
forms of judicial corruption (16:19) . In short, such 
a man puts God’s law above any opportunity to 
gain at the expense of another . 

8. He that hath not given forth upon usury, 
neither hath taken any increase, that hath 
withdrawn his hand from iniquity, hath exe-
cuted true judgment between man and man.

The economically vulnerable often found them-
selves (and still do today) in positions where they 
had no choice but to accept the terms of predatory 
lenders . God viewed the practice as evidence that 
His people had forgotten Him (Ezekiel 22:12) . 
He is the protector of the downtrodden, and He 
expected His people to be the same (Psalm 82:3; 
Proverbs 14:31) . 

While the wicked people took advantage of the 
poor in various ways, the righteous person in Israel 
did not charge interest on loans (usury) to fellow 
Israelites . And while interest could be charged to 
a foreigner, it still had to be restrained (Deuteron-
omy 23:19-20) . 

What Do You Think?
If your locality had a ballot initiative to limit inter-

est rates charged on so-called payday loans, 
should this text be used to influence how 
Christians vote on it? Why, or why not?

Digging Deeper
How do Matthew 25:27 and Luke 19:23 influ-

ence your response, if at all? Why?

9a. Hath walked in my statutes, and hath 
kept my judgments, to deal truly.

Here we have a sparkling example of the paral-
lelism that is a hallmark of Hebrew poetry: hath 
walked is another way of saying hath kept . Like-
wise, God’s statutes are the same as His judgments. 
These same two sets of parallels of the under lying 
Hebrew terms are also found in Ezekiel 11:20; 
18:9; 20:19, 21; 37:24 . Comprehensively, the 
righteous person does not follow the selfish, sin-
ful ways of others in any respect .

B. God’s Verdict (v. 9b)
9b. He is just, he shall surely live, saith the 

Lord God.
God will not judge or punish the just person 

for the sins of others—period . We may note in 
passing that the capitalization of the phrase the 
Lord God indicates different Hebrew words than 
does the capitalization of the phrase “the Lord 
 .  .  . God” as the latter occurs in, for example, Eze-
kiel 20:5b . There are three single-word Hebrew 
names for God in the Old Testament: Yahweh, 
Adonai, and Elohim . The phrases “the Lord God” 
and “the Lord  .  .  . God” indicate different com-
binations of these names .

III. A Call
(Ezekiel 18:30-32)

A. To Repent (vv. 30-31)
30-31a. Therefore I will judge you, O house 

of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith 
the Lord God. Repent, and turn yourselves 
from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall 
not be your ruin. Cast away from you all your 
transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed.
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What follows recalls Solomon’s prayer that God 
would forgive the people of their sins and heal 
their land when they repented (2 Chronicles 6:36-
39) . Israel’s sense of national connectedness had 
diminished following the division into two king-
doms after Solomon’s death in 930 BC . A sense 
of moral responsibility for the sins of the commu-
nity followed . However, the Scriptures insist that 
both guilt and salvation have a corporate aspect 
(example: 1 Corinthians 5:6-11) . Sinful character-
istics are transmitted from generation to genera-
tion . But God affirmed that He would also judge 
each person individually, according to his or her 
walk before God .

This is important enough to restate in a slightly 
different way . God said that He would judge 
the house of Israel [collective singular, corporate 
aspect], every one of you according to his ways [per-
sonal singular] . Although each person was respon-
sible for his or her own guilt before the Lord, 
individual decisions affected the community as a 
whole . The collective singular house of shows that 
the covenant God had with Israel was corporate; 
it included the whole of Israel . The singular every 
one of you shows that the overall moral tone of the 
community was formed on the collective choices 
of individuals . The Israelites were to look not at 
the conduct of their ancestors but to their own . 
The people were to rid themselves of any and all 
personal sin . To repent is to avoid the judgment 
of death that sin brings . God would be gracious 
and forgive all who turned to Him in repentance . 

What Do You Think?
What are some practical ways for Christians to 

be accountable to one another in keeping sin 
in the rearview mirror?

Digging Deeper
Which kinds of biblical texts most help you in 

letting go of sin: texts that stress the positive 
results of doing so, or texts that stress the 
negative result for not doing so?

31b. And make you a new heart and a new 
spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel?

Those in the generation experiencing exile 
were worthy of the judgment that also could have 

fallen on the prior generation . However, God was 
equally clear that condemnation wasn’t inevita-
ble . He defined repentance as the rejection of one’s 
past sinful ways, and He appealed to the house of 
Israel to accept a new heart and a new spirit . God 
had already promised to do this (Ezekiel 11:19) .

God’s rhetorical question Why will ye die? 
meant that the sentence of death was not inevi-
table since God extended an offer of forgiveness 
through repentance . Each individual had the free-
dom to choose life or death . If the people did not 
have free will, then they would not have been 
responsible . People are capable of knowing right 
from wrong, and God deals with us on that basis . 
The blame for one’s sin and judgment cannot be 
shifted to God, Satan, nature, nurture, parents, 
or circumstances .

B. To Live (v. 32)
32. For I have no pleasure in the death of 

him that dieth, saith the Lord God: wherefore 
turn yourselves, and live ye.

God takes no pleasure in the destruction of His 
creation (Ezekiel 33:11) . He wants to deliver peo-
ple from their unfaithfulness and the death that it 
brings . He judges, but He also provides all peo-
ple with the means of salvation, so they can avoid 
that judgment . God issues an invitation to repent 
and live, as He has done so many times before . He 
demonstrates love by his willingness to set peo-
ple free from their sinful past and the punishment 
they deserve (John 3:16; 2 Peter 3:9) . Yet He dem-
onstrates His holiness by not allowing sin to con-
tinue indefinitely . 

1 autonomy 1
I find the reality of autonomous vehicles terri-

fying . Thinking about it causes me to remember 
a joke from the days when aviation was young .

A passenger airplane had reached its cruising 
altitude . A recorded message came over the speak-
ers, reminding the passengers to keep their seat 
belts on . That was followed by an announcement: 
“The captain will soon come back to greet you . 
Don’t worry, the plane is on automatic pilot, and 
nothing can go wrong, nothing can go wrong, 
nothing can go wrong  .  .  .”
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Autonomous cars . Autonomous planes . Auton-
omous people . We are constantly in the presence 
of men and women who have wrested their lives 
from God and are moving forward on autopilot . 
How often are we numbered among them as we 
fight for control that is rightly only God’s? Only 
by repenting and turning back to God with our 
whole lives can we expect to be forgiven our sins 
and live fully . —C . T .

Conclusion 
A. Actual Righteousness

The exiles imagined themselves to be the vic-
tims of a cosmic injustice . They viewed themselves 
as serving a sentence intended for the prior genera-
tion . The history of God’s people reveals that they 
had always been incapable of keeping the cove-
nant . Before Moses brought the Ten Command-
ments down from Mount Sinai, Aaron had already 
constructed the gold calf and led the people into 
idolatry . The book of Judges outlines the nation’s 
checkered history of obeying God . 

The exiles were not unique in their ability to 
view themselves as morally superior to the prior 
generation . Jesus called out similar duplicity in the 
Pharisees, who insisted that if they had been alive 
at the time of the prophets, they would not have 
murdered them (Matthew 23:30) . Indeed, they 
had already plotted to kill Jesus (12:14) . The apos-
tle Paul’s words “Let God be true, but every man 
a liar” (Romans 3:4) fit well in Ezekiel’s defense 
of God’s justice .

The hearts of the people were always incapa-
ble of obeying God fully . So God promised a new 
creative act: He would give the people new hearts, 
ones capable of being sensitive and obedient to 
God’s Word . 

This truth was intended to prevent Ezekiel’s 
audience from slipping into the despair or apa-
thy that came with believing they were the vic-
tims of their parents’ decisions . Each person was 
charged with the responsibility of turning from 
his or her sinful ways and returning to God, in 
order that they would avoid being destroyed by 
the consequences of their own sins . This is ulti-
mately fulfilled through following Jesus in the 
plan of salvation . Those who do so receive the 
Holy Spirit, who daily recreates our hearts and 
minds to be like Christ . 

What Do You Think?
Which thought in today’s text do you have the 

hardest time coming to grips with? Why?
Digging Deeper
What extra effort will you expend to resolve this 

uncertainty?

B. Prayer
God, we see moral goodness in ourselves, but 

You see Your image marred with sin . We confess 
that Your assessment of our situation is correct . 
We thank You for providing mercy and renewal . 
In Jesus’ name we pray . Amen .

C. Thought to Remember
If we cannot acknowledge God’s judgment, 

we will see no need to receive His forgiveness .

Visual for Lesson 12. Point to this visual to intro-
duce a contrast between maturity levels of God’s 
intent (v. 31) and people’s proverb (v. 2).
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 Adonai (Hebrew) Ad-owe-nye .
 Canaanite Kay-nun-ite .
 Chebar Kee-bar .
 Elohim (Hebrew) El-o-heem .
 Jehoiachin Jeh-hoy-uh-kin .
 Yahweh (Hebrew) Yaw-way .



Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson
Divide the class in half; for larger classes, subdi-

vide the halves into fours . Ask groups in one half 
to discuss problems they had to overcome because 
of how they were brought up . Ask the other half to 
discuss problems children today will need to over-
come because of how they are being reared now . 

Reconvene after five minutes and pose these 
questions: 1–Was this easy or difficult to discuss? 
2–How common is it to blame parents for the 
inadequacies of their children? 3–How legitimate 
is it to do that? 4–What are instances when chil-
dren flourished in spite of their parents?

Use responses to the last question as a transi-
tion to Bible study .

Into the Word
Write on the board these three words as head-

ers of three columns, one each: 

Relational / Psychological / Sinful

After a class member reads aloud Ezekiel 18:2 
and Jeremiah 31:29, say, “Realizing that God con-
demns this saying, how does it support and how 
is it different from the experiences we shared in 
our opening discussion?” After each response, ask 
which heading it goes under and write it there . 

Have learners go back into the groups above 
to read Ezekiel 18:1-9 . Instruct groups to make a 
list of possibilities implied by this starter: How to 
know if a person is just and right. After five min-
utes, have groups report; write their conclusions 
on the board . For clarification, note how this list 
of behaviors is repeated in verses 10-13 and 15-17 . 
Ask learners to read verses 30-32 and summarize 
in one sentence the truth expressed there . Com-
pare and contrast those summaries as a class .

Option: Distribute copies of the “Sins of the 
Fathers” exercise from the activity page, which 
you can download . Use the “jot three steps” 
instruction as a transition to Into Life .

Into Life
Return class members to their groups and ask 

each group to discuss one of the following sce-
narios, which you have reproduced on handouts:
1–I was ashamed to go to church my whole life 

because everyone there knew about my father’s 
problems . They knew about the bills he didn’t 
pay . They knew about the money he’d embezzled 
from his company before he was fired and spent 
years in jail because of this crime . They’d heard 
the rumors about his secret girlfriends . They’d 
suspected that his “business trips” to Nevada 
and New York were really just covers for drink-
ing, gambling, and womanizing . My father never 
told me he was sorry for any of that; I was deeply 
humiliated . His reputation splashed onto me, 
and I felt sure that people were talking about my 
family behind my back whenever I showed up at 
youth group or worship .

2–I was in church several times a week when I was 
growing up at home . My dad was an elder . My 
mom was a member of the missions commit-
tee . We had visiting guest speakers in our home 
all the time, and we spent summer vacations at a 
Christian camp where my parents were workers . 
As soon as I could get away from all this churchi-
ness, I did . Now that I’m older, I can see why reli-
gion was important to my folks, but that doesn’t 
mean I have time for it . I want something differ-
ent than what my parents had . And besides, I was 
baptized when I was 10 . I figure that that and all 
those hours I spent in church activities pretty well 
seals my future with God . 

How does today’s Scripture help us decide how 
to respond to either? 

After a few minutes, ask groups to share their 
conclusions with the whole class . Possible ques-
tions to pose:

1–When are you most susceptible to blaming 
your upbringing for your current behavior? 

2–When are you most tempted to believe that 
your “family faith” is good enough in God’s eyes?

3–How do you solve these two problems?
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8 But let man and beast be covered with 
sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, 
let them turn every one from his evil way, and 
from the violence that is in their hands.

9 Who can tell if God will turn and repent, 
and turn away from his fierce anger, that we 
perish not?

10 And God saw their works, that they 
turned from their evil way; and God repented 
of the evil, that he had said that he would do 
unto them; and he did it not.

Jonah 3
1 And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah 

the second time, saying,
2 Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and 

preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.
3 So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, 

according to the word of the Lord. Now 
Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three 
days’ journey.

4 And Jonah began to enter into the city a 
day’s journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty 
days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.

5 So the people of Nineveh believed God, 
and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, 
from the greatest of them even to the least of 
them.

6 For word came unto the king of Nineveh, 
and he arose from his throne, and he laid 
his robe from him, and covered him with 
 sackcloth, and sat in ashes.

7 And he caused it to be proclaimed and 
published through Nineveh by the decree of 
the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither 
man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: 
let them not feed, nor drink water:
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Introduction
A. A Satisfying End

Imagine that you are nearing the end of a book 
you just can’t put down . You anticipate a satisfying 
ending . But the book actually ends by telling you 
that the whole thing had been a dream . What? Why 
was I so invested in this? That’s unfair! Few things 
are more frustrating to a reader than an unsatisfy-
ing ending to an otherwise excellent book . 

Or what if the book ended in the middle of 
a sentence and offered no resolution to any of 
the conflicts contained within it? What makes a 
really atrocious ending to a book is when that end-
ing has nothing to do with the book itself, or it 
explains away the drama of the book in a ridicu-
lous manner, or it fails to actually end up some-
where . Such endings make an entire read feel like 
a waste of time because nothing that happened 
actually mattered .

All Jonah wanted was an ending that made sense 
to him regarding the story of the Ninevites . They 
deserved to be destroyed . They had done nothing to 
merit a happy ending . Everyone for miles around 
could see that they should be destroyed . But how 
would God write the ending of this drama?

B. Lesson Context
Though the book of Jonah is only four chapters 

long, it has much to teach us about the character 
of God . But the book reveals Jonah’s character as 
well . He reacted to his call like no other prophet 
in the Old Testament . Those prophets consented 
to speak for God even when they would rather 
not (Exodus 4:10-12; Jeremiah 1:6-9; etc .) . Jonah 
chose not only to keep his mouth closed but also 
to try to run away from God (Jonah 1:1-3) . 

Jonah appeared to have been willing to live in 
self-imposed exile rather than deliver a message 
of repentance to wicked Nineveh, an important 
city of the aggressive Assyrian Empire . In this 
way, Jonah held a mirror up to Israel, a nation 
that would prefer to believe that God’s choosing 
them meant He cared about them exclusively. Per-
haps Jonah and his fellow Israelites needed to read 
the “all the nations of the earth” part of Genesis 
18:18; 22:18; and 26:4 again!

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to:
1 . Define “repentance .”
2 . List reasons why the Ninevites’ reaction to 

Jonah’s proclamation was unexpected .
3 . Commit to one needed change to obey 

God more fully .

Lesson Outline 
Introduction
 A . A Satisfying End
 B . Lesson Context 
 I. The Word of the Lord (Jonah 3:1-4) 
 A . Repeated (vv . 1-2)
 B . Revealed (vv . 3-4)
   Whom to Exclude?
 II. The People of Nineveh (Jonah 3:5-10)
 A . Repenting (vv . 5-8)
   Covering the Hate
 B . Hoping (v . 9)
 C . Spared (v . 10)
Conclusion
 A . Grace Without Borders
 B . Prayer
 C . Thought to Remember

Prophets Faithful to 
 God’s Covenant

Unit 3: Courageous Prophets  
of Change
Lessons 9–13
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Even so, Israel had good reason to desire God’s 
sole protection . Assyria was a powerful, expan-
sive nation when Jonah received his call from 
God in about 780 BC . (See the Lesson Context 
of lesson 10 .) The city of Nineveh, to which Jonah 
was called, was a royal residence for the king 
of Assyria . The city was massive (see Jonah 3:3, 
below) and had a reputation for violence and cru-
elty (see 3:8, below) . Jonah was not someone who 
had fallen into provincial small-mindedness . His 
nation—in fact the known world—would be safer 
if the barbarous Assyrians were destroyed . 

Ultimately, Israel’s fear of Assyria was justified . 
Assyria invaded the northern kingdom of Israel in 
722 BC, plundered it, carried people into captiv-
ity, and resettled the territory (2 Kings 17) . While 
history doesn’t provide detailed accounts of the 
Assyrian invasion, we have no reason to believe 
that the aggressors didn’t commit atrocities on the 
northern kingdom of Israel as done elsewhere .

That was after Jonah’s time . Even so, he cer-
tainly preferred to avoid his assigned task entirely . 
In addition to his escape attempt (Jonah 1:3), 
Jonah later revealed his deep disappointment in 
God (4:1-3) . However, God insisted that Jonah 
fulfill his prophetic tasks . Even Jonah didn’t dare 
try to escape God’s calling a second time . 

I. The Word of the Lord
(Jonah 3:1-4) 

A. Repeated (vv. 1-2)
1. And the word of the Lord came unto 

Jonah the second time, saying.
Jonah would not be relying on his own coun-

sel when on his mission (see Lesson Context) . He 
was the chosen messenger of, for, and by the Lord . 
Jonah is designated as a prophet in 2 Kings 14:25, 
and the formula in the verse before us is associ-
ated with other prophets (examples: Jeremiah 1:1-
2; Hosea 1:1) . Jonah’s prior disobedience had not 
disqualified or exempted him from being God’s 
chosen vessel (see Jonah 1:3) . 

2. Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and 
preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.

This command repeats what God originally 
told Jonah . Noticeably missing is the previous 

emphasis on the city’s evil, seen in the phrase 
“their wickedness is come up before me” (Jonah 
1:2) . The prophet was already aware of that fact, 
but didn’t see the remedy as God saw it . Jonah’s 
desired remedy was fiery judgment; God’s remedy 
was repentance (see 4:1-2, not in our lesson text) . 
Preach unto it the preaching is another way to com-
mand Jonah to speak only what God would tell 
him . Jonah’s marching orders had not changed .

We wonder why would God send an Israelite 
prophet to a nation that threatened His chosen 
people . The answer is found in the last verse in 
the book:

Should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, 
where in are more than sixscore thousand per-
sons that cannot discern between their right 
hand and their left hand? (Jonah 4:11)

In other words, God’s love is not determined or 
constrained by national boundaries. We live in a 
world in which nationalism is on the rise—and 
so it has always been . Exceptionalism, a cousin of 
nationalism, is the belief that a certain society is 
superior to all others . Ancient Israel had nation-
alistic and exceptionalistic pride due to the fact 
that they were chosen by God uniquely (compare 
Deuteronomy 9:4; Matthew 3:9) . It’s not hard to 
see that trait in Jonah himself when we read the 
entirety of the book .

What Do You Think?
How should the designation of Nineveh as a 

“great city” inform our missionary endeavors 
today, if at all? Why?

Digging Deeper
What conclusions should we not draw? Why?

B. Revealed (vv. 3-4)
3. So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, 

according to the word of the Lord. Now Nine-
veh was an exceeding great city of three days’ 
journey.

His time inside the great fish had taught Jonah 
the price of disobedience (Jonah 1:17–2:10) . Here 
we see the evidence of having learned that lesson . 
The three days’ journey ironically matches Jonah’s 
three days in the fish (Jonah 1:17) . 
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One suggestion regarding the meaning of an 
exceeding great city of three days’ journey is that it 
includes the time necessary for Jonah to stop and 
preach neighborhood by neighborhood . Archae-
ology has determined the size of Nineveh to have 
encompassed some 1,730 acres . Combining this 
with the population figure we see in Jonah 4:11 
gives us a hint of the strength of the Assyrian 
Empire . 

4. And Jonah began to enter into the city a 
day’s journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty 
days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.

Jonah walked one-third of the way into the city 
before delivering God’s message . Given his lack of 
enthusiasm to this point, the prophet likely was 
giving God bare minimum obedience . We do 
much the same when we obey the letter of God’s 
law but do not allow our hearts to be changed by 
His commands . 

The recorded sermon is simple but powerful, 
just five words in the Hebrew . This could be all 
that Jonah said, or it could be a summary of a lon-
ger sermon . Lacking from the recorded text here 
is a call to repentance . This seems to be in keep-
ing with Jonah’s mind-set to this point: he seems 
not to have wanted to mention the possibility that 
God would forgive . After all, the Ninevites were 
an evil people who deserved judgment!

The number forty has symbolic meaning in the 
Bible . Rain fell for that number of days in judg-
ment on wicked humanity (Genesis 7:17) . Forty 
was the number of years the Israelites wandered in 
the desert because of their faithlessness (Numbers 
14:33-35) . It was the number of days Jesus fasted 
before facing the tempter (Matthew 4:2-10) . In 
each case, God considered the completion of this 
number of days or years to be sufficient to excise 
evil or prove its absence . Nineveh’s having that 

amount of time before being overthrown was noth-
ing more than fair in God’s reckoning . 

1 Whom to exClude? 1
John grew up in church, where he learned to 

love his neighbors and extend grace . But he also 
learned to stay away from people who drank, 
smoked, gambled, and, well, sinned (per his def-
inition) . He grew to believe that people who had 
not repented should feel the full impact of those 
sins . That would be the best way for them to learn 
the errors of their ways .

John shared Jonah’s mind-set . When we are 
challenged because of whom God shows grace, 
we must follow His leading rather than relying 
on our perception of what is “fair .” We have all 
sinned (Romans 3:23) . 

Having received God’s grace—and remember-
ing that grace by its nature isn’t “fair”—who are 
we to decide those to be excluded from experienc-
ing it as well? —L . M-W .

II. The People of Nineveh
(Jonah 3:5-10)

A. Repenting (vv. 5-8)
5a. So the people of Nineveh believed God. 
Several startling events are recorded in the book 

of Jonah, but one of the greatest is the tremen-
dous response to Jonah’s pointed message . The 
faith of the people depended not on Jonah’s rhet-
oric or enthusiasm for the subject (see Jonah 3:4, 
above) . Instead their reaction speaks to the work 
of the Spirit of God in their midst, although not 
specifically stated as such .

The Ninevites, of course, had their own gods . 
Nineveh was home to the temple of Ishtar, god-
dess of love and war . Ashur, from which Assyria 
got its name, was both a city and a god . Other 
gods of Assyrian or Babylonian invention were 
also worshipped in Nineveh . But at this point the 
people believed God, the underlying Hebrew of 
that designation being Elohim, not Yahweh (see 
notes on these names in lesson 12, page 325) . 
When the word Elohim is used without the word 
Yahweh being adjacent, the implication is that of 
the Creator of the universe (Genesis 1) .
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HOW TO SAY IT
 Assyria Uh-sear-ee-uh .
 Elohim (Hebrew) El-o-heem .
 Jonah Jo-nuh .
 Nineveh Nin-uh-vuh .
 Ninevites Nin-uh-vites .
 Yahweh (Hebrew) Yaw-way .



Of course, the Lord is both Creator of every-
thing in the earth and Ruler over Israel specifi-
cally . Old Testament texts, especially the Psalms, 
often use the names interchangeably . But the Nin-
evites’ belief seems to have been tied only to God 
as He makes himself known through creation 
(see Romans 1:18-20), rather than to God as He 
reveals himself more fully in the Law of Moses .

5b. And proclaimed a fast, and put on sack-
cloth, from the greatest of them even to the 
least of them.

Fasting from food or drink was a common 
religious practice in many nations during bibli-
cal times . It could be practiced privately or cor-
porately . The practice indicated self-denial, 
repentance, and/or humility . In the case of the 
Ninevites’ fasting, all of these applied . Sackcloth 
was a rough material that was generally made 
from goat hair; wearing sackcloth signified sub-
mission (example: 1 Kings 20:31-32) or intense 
distress (example: 2 Kings 19:1) . Fasting combined 
with wearing sackcloth added intensity to the pic-
ture (compare Psalm 35:13) . A spiritual change 
was happening throughout that city!

What Do You Think?
On what occasions should fasting be promoted 

today, if any? Why do you say that?
Digging Deeper
Should Acts 13:2-3; 14:23 be foundational for 

your answer? Why, or why not?

6. For word came unto the king of Nineveh, 
and he arose from his throne, and he laid his 
robe from him, and covered him with sack-
cloth, and sat in ashes.

The phrase for word came is similar to that used 
to describe God’s revelation to Jonah (Jonah 1:1; 
3:1) . This implies that a true word from God made 
it to the king of Nineveh . But unlike Jonah, the 
king didn’t attempt to flee from God . Instead, he 
humbled himself and exchanged his royal robes 
for the coarse clothing of the penitent masses . His 
sitting in ashes may have been a sign that the king 
took additional responsibility for the cities he had 
destroyed by fire (compare Jeremiah 31:40) . 

Critics have questioned the accuracy of this 

account by charging that a king would not have 
lived in Nineveh during Jonah’s day because the 
city did not become Assyria’s capital until later . 
But Nineveh was a major city in the nation, and 
kings did reside there occasionally . Further, the 
hectic conditions in Assyria at the time may have 
caused some provincial leaders to assume titles of 
royalty (compare the various “king of  .  .  .” desig-
nations in Joshua 10:3) .

Here we see a pagan monarch responding to 
God in a more obedient fashion than God’s own 
prophet! This upended expectations about who 
responds to God appropriately . The Assyrians in 
Nineveh responded in submissive humility while 
the prophet from Israel had done the opposite . 
Righteous reactions from outsiders are seen in 
such important later events as the Magi’s intent 
to worship the young Jesus (Matthew 2) .

7-8a. And he caused it to be proclaimed and 
published through Nineveh by the decree of 
the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither 
man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: 
let them not feed, nor drink water: but let man 
and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry 
mightily unto God.

The king showed his support for the fasting ini-
tiative not only by participating in it, but by inten-
sifying its terms . The fast was originally limited to 
the citizens of Nineveh, but livestock were also to 
be denied food and water . To cover these animals 
in sackcloth was a symbol of the city’s repentance . 
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Visual for Lessons 6 & 13. While discussing the 
questions associated with verse 5b, ask the class 
how fasting can be evidence of turning from evil.



Though we often think of the consequences of sin 
being confined to humans, this verse underscores 
that the natural world also suffers because of sin 
(Romans 8:19-22) . God’s last recorded response 
to Jonah also reinforced the fact that God cares 
for all of His creation, not just the human parts 
(Jonah 4:10-11) .

For the king to risk the health of the city’s live-
stock by causing them to fast indicates that he 
believed that destruction was imminent . If God 
didn’t see genuine repentance, the well-being of 
the livestock wouldn’t matter anyway . 

1 Covering the hate 1
What do you feel strongly enough about to 

“wear” on your skin forever? Some people use tat-
toos to commemorate a beloved spouse, a dearly 
departed friend, or even Mom . Others have hob-
bies, symbols of their faith, or pictures of their 
BFF inked into their skin . Sadly, some choose 
symbols of hatred .

Not all who choose a tattoo that proclaims 
racial or ethnic hatred find those biases perma-
nent, however . They repent of those attitudes and 
want the symbols of their former beliefs to disap-
pear . For some, this may involve tattoo removal . 
For others, cover-ups are a popular option . For 
either, repentance can be an expensive process .

Either a cover-up or a removal is like wearing 
sackcloth — permanently . The message is the same: 
there is an inward change, seen now on the out-
side . Repentance requires a forever-removal . How 
is the Holy Spirit convicting you in that regard?

 —J . A . K .

8b. Yea, let them turn every one from his 
evil way, and from the violence that is in their 
hands.

The king seems to have recognized that empty 
ritual would yield no benefit (compare Isaiah 58:3-
7) . True repentance begins with the heart and is 
verified through righteous behavior . For that rea-
son, the king commanded his people to reject 
their evil lifestyle . The word way refers to well-
established patterns of sin, which must be for-
saken (compare Jeremiah 25:5) .

The violence of Assyria is seen in archaeological 

discoveries . Assyrian reliefs and written descrip-
tions record atrocities committed against prisoners 
of war . These artifacts depict scenes of gruesome 
torture . Those not tortured to death were deported 
to Assyrian cities to work as slaves on building 
projects . The Assyrians indulged in these mon-
strous tactics to strike fear in the hearts of any 
nation who dared to oppose them . The city of 
Nineveh was called on to repent of a way of life 
built on such violence .

What Do You Think?
What are some godly ways to respond after suf-

fering violence at the hands of another?
Digging Deeper
Categorize your answer in terms of thoughts, 

words, and actions.

B. Hoping (v. 9)
9. Who can tell if God will turn and repent, 

and turn away from his fierce anger, that we 
perish not?

God did not need to repent as though He had 
done something wrong—He hadn’t done any-
thing to Nineveh yet! Rather, the idea here is more 
of God’s changing His mind about something and 
then acting in accordance with that change of 
mind . Turn is a great image for this (compare Jer-
emiah 18:8; 26:3) . A change of God’s mind would 
result in a change of His action . The king’s hope in 
this regard was not unfounded, but it also wasn’t 
assured . The people had been told they would per-
ish. For God to follow through on His word to 
them would be just .

C. Spared (v. 10)
10. And God saw their works, that they 

turned from their evil way; and God repented 
of the evil, that he had said that he would do 
unto them; and he did it not.

As the king and the people hoped, God saw 
their repentance as demonstrated in their works . 
As in the previous verse, we see language of God’s 
repentance, and the explanation is the same . Of 
course, God does not do evil in a moral sense . 
The idea is to be understood in a physical sense 
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of punishment . God does indeed visit judgment, 
sometimes in the form of destruction, on people 
in keeping with His just nature (example: Gene-
sis 18:20–19:29) . 

This verse is one of the key passages in Jonah . It 
captures God’s forgiving nature (compare Jonah 
4:2-3, 8-9) . Here we see seeds of the gospel . Salva-
tion is offered to all peoples —  regardless of nation, 
language, or culture . The apostle Peter wrote that 
God was “not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9) . 
For God has always so loved the world (John 3:16) . 

The historical record tells us, however, that 
Nineveh’s repentance didn’t last . The prophet 
Nahum, who came along about 150 years after 
Jonah, catalogued specific sins of which Nineveh 
was guilty . These included violence, corruption, 
and idolatry (Nahum 3) . 

Nineveh suffered destruction in 612 BC . 
Before that, God used the Assyrian Empire as an 
instrument of His wrath against His rebellious 
and idolatrous covenant people . But Assyria went 
too far in this role and ended up on the receiv-
ing end of what they had inflicted on others (Isa-
iah 10:5-19) . 

What Do You Think?
What’s your main takeaway from today’s lesson 

regarding modern missionary endeavors?
Digging Deeper
How will you act on that takeaway for your 

church?

Conclusion
A. Grace Without Borders

Throughout Scripture, we witness time and 
time again that God loves mercy (Exodus 33:19) . 
The story of Nineveh illustrates this in extreme 
fashion: the enemies of God’s own people were 
spared when they turned their hearts toward 
Him . 

God’s intention for all humanity is to encoun-
ter His love and remain in it . The apostle Paul 
catalogued all of the forces incapable of separat-
ing God’s people from God’s love (Romans 8:38-

39) . No outside force can cause that separation . 
But we can voluntarily cause it ourselves by reject-
ing His will as we become as the Ninevites had 
been . When we do so, repentance is the cure, as 
the Ninevites discovered .

Today, we also should accept the reality that 
God’s work will not be limited by geopolitical 
lines . We see Jonah’s attitudes in both individu-
als and faith communities who fixate over which 
groups of sinners are too far beyond the reach of 
God’s love . Meanwhile, we are reminded that 
we have a Savior who dined with sinners (Luke 
7:34) and reserved His fiercest anger for the self- 
congratulating Pharisees (11:39-52) . 

Our Lord intends to establish a new people, 
from every tribe and tongue (Revelation 7:9) . 
God’s love will go everywhere . We can experience 
joy at the prospect, or we can resist this reality . 
Our attitude does not change what God will do 
for our enemies, but it will change how we react 
to His blessing those we would curse . 

Think about it: if God was concerned for a 
petulant prophet and a morally bankrupt city, 
then His loving commitment to us will remain 
unshaken . We can celebrate that God is “a gra-
cious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of 
great kindness” (Jonah 4:2) . And in the face of 
divine kindness, we, like the citizens and rulers of 
ancient Nineveh, can repent .

What Do You Think?
Which thought in today’s text do you have the 

hardest time coming to grips with? Why is 
that?

Digging Deeper
What extra effort will you expend to resolve this 

uncertainty?

B. Prayer
God, You disregard our borders and share Your 

love wherever You please . We praise You for this 
because we are dependent on Your mercy . In Jesus’ 
name we pray . Amen .

C. Thought to Remember
No human boundaries limit God’s grace .
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson
Have the following phrase on the board as stu-

dents arrive: 

The most significant change I ever made was . . .

Group learners into pairs to share completions 
of this phrase . After about five minutes, ask volun-
teers to share with the whole class . Possible ques-
tions to pose as they do: 1–Why were you willing 
to change? 2–Why is change difficult? 3–What’s a 
change you’ve resisted? 4–What does that experi-
ence tell you about leading others to change?

Make a transition by saying, “As you think 
about your experiences with change, you’ll be 
able to reflect on why today’s Bible story is so 
remarkable .”

Alternative. Distribute copies of the “What 
Does It Say?” exercise from the activity page, 
which you can download, for learners to complete 
in pairs as indicated .

Into the Word
Read the lesson text aloud . Then distribute 

handouts (you prepare) of two charts . Have the 
following four headings on the first chart: What 
Jonah Did / What the Ninevites Did / What the 
King of Nineveh Did / What God Did. Have the 
following three headings on the second chart: 
How Jonah Changed / How the Ninevites Changed 
/ How God Changed.

Ask students to complete these charts by work-
ing together in groups of four to eight as they 
study today’s text together . (Option. You may 
allow all the groups to work on both charts or you 
may ask half the groups to complete the first while 
the other half completes the second .) Regarding 
the How God Changed category, be ready to chal-
lenge learners to justify their response there in 
light of Malachi 3:6 and James 1:17 . 

Option. Distribute copies of the “Read All 
About It!” exercise from the activity page . Have 

learners work in groups to complete it as indi-
cated . (Or divide your class into thirds to have two 
of the groups complete, one each, the two charts 
above while the third group completes the “Read 
All About It” exercise .)

After several minutes, allow groups to report 
back to the class . At an appropriate point, ask, 
“Which change in this story surprises you most, 
and why?”: 
A–Jonah’s change of heart and willingness to preach?
B–The Ninevites’ repentance and turn to God? 
C–God’s change of decision on destroying the 

Ninevites?

Into Life
Give two blank slips of paper to each class mem-

ber . Ask them to write on one slip their completion 
of this statement, which you write on the board:

The world situation I most wish would change is . . .

Inform students they should leave their slips 
anonymous because you will be reading them to 
the class . Collect slips after no more than one min-
ute and do so . As you read them aloud, make spe-
cial note of responses that are repeated or express 
similar thoughts . Discuss what will be required 
for the desired changes to happen . Remind par-
ticipants that the only changes we can control are 
those we make in ourselves . Follow that by ask-
ing whether the situation in Nineveh would have 
changed if Jonah had not changed first . Chal-
lenge learners to think of the self-change they can 
make in anticipation of the change they want to 
see happen .

On the second slip, ask learners to write the 
name of someone who needs to turn to Christ . 
You will not collect these slips; instead, learners 
can keep them as prayer reminders in the coming 
week . Again challenge class members to consider 
changes they can and should make in themselves 
before expecting change in the people named .
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