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Lesson 1

1. Jesus said that not even the Queen of Sheba 
could match a flower’s glory. T/F. Matthew 6:28-29

2. Jesus said to seek first God’s kingdom and 
His _______. Matthew 6:33

Lesson 2

1. When a storm struck their boat, what was 
Jesus doing? (sleeping, preaching, fishing) Mat-
thew 8:24

2. What kind of faith did Jesus say that the 
disciples had? (little, average, great) Matthew 8:26

Lesson 3

1. A woman with a bleeding problem touched 
Jesus’ clothing to be healed. T/F. Matthew 9:20

2. Jesus said that the woman was made whole 
because of her what? (love, boldness, faith) Mat-
thew 9:22

Lesson 4

1. When Jesus walked on the water, the disci-
ples shouted in delight. T/F. Matthew 14:26

2. When Peter began to sink, he cried out for 
the Lord to save him. T/F. Matthew 14:30-31

Lesson 5

1. !ose with leprosy were required to cry out 
“_______!” Leviticus 13:45

2. How many men with leprosy did Jesus heal? 
(10, 40, a legion) T/F. Luke 17:12-14

Lesson 6

1. Paul was anxious to visit the Romans so that 
he could impart some _______ gift. Romans 1:11

2. Paul a"rmed that the righteous were to live 
by _______. Romans 1:17

Lesson 7

1. Paul affirmed that Abraham’s belief was 
counted as righteousness. T/F. Romans 4:3

2. What two words did Paul use to describe 
Abraham’s circumcision? (seal, pain, regret, sign, 
mark) Romans 4:11

Lesson 8

1. God “shed abroad in our hearts” His ______ 
“by the Holy Ghost.” Romans 5:5

2. “While we were yet _______, Christ died for 
us.” Romans 5:8

Lesson 9

1. Paul emphasized the need to believe with 
one’s what? (mouth, heart, hand) Romans 10:10

2. !e prophet Paul quoted as saying “Lord, 
who hath believed our report” was who? (Jere-
miah, Esaias [Isaiah], Amos) Romans 10:16

Lesson 10

1. Without faith it is impossible to _______ 
God. Hebrews 11:6

2. People of faith desire a heavenly what? (call-
ing, life on earth, country) Hebrews 11:16

Lesson 11

1. Sinning willfully results in no more sacrifice 
for sin. T/F. Hebrews 10:26

2. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the _______ God. Hebrews 10:31

Lesson 12

1. !e spirit of antichrist is already in the world. 
T/F. 1 John 4:3

2. !ose “born of God overcometh the _____.” 
1 John 5:4

Lesson 13

1. Paul says we are to live by _______, not by 
sight. 2 Corinthians 5:7

2. Paul states that all must appear before whose 
judgment seat? (Christ’s, the Holy Spirit’s, the 
angels’) 2 Corinthians 5:10

Quarterly Quiz
Use these questions as a pretest or as a review. The answers are on page iv of This Quarter in the Word.
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Unit 2—Faith and Salvation

Unit 2 makes the transition from hope regard-
ing earthly, physical needs in unit 1 to our hope 
for eternal salvation. Abraham is a double-sided 
example in this regard. On the one hand, he is the 
preemient example of faith (lesson 7); on the other 
hand, he is an example of someone who tried to 
take personal control when doubts arose regarding 

lack of an heir (Genesis 16). We follow Abraham’s 
good example and avoid repeating his attempt to 
take control from God as we lift our eyes above 
earthly circumstances to focus on the power of the 
gospel (lesson 6), how we have peace with God 
(lesson 8), and the scope of salvation (lesson 9).

Unit 3—Faith Gives Us Hope

This unit explores the connections between 
faith and hope. Some form of the Greek originals 
behind those two words occur together in the same 
verse over a dozen times in the New Testament. 
Two such verses are part of lessons 7 and 8 in unit 
2; two more are part of lessons 10 and 11 of unit 3. 

As you study the inseparable connection 
between faith and hope, your appreciation of God’s 

character and power will grow. 
His character and power are our 
confidence in troubling times. 
His sovereignty is our stability 
when the waves of life ebb and 
flow. His faithfulness is our for-
tress when tempted to despair. 
His righteousness is our refuge 
when the enemy attacks. To 
have conquering faith in God 
(lesson 12) is to have a faith that 
focuses on eternity (lesson 13).

O#$%& '$ $()%* a tragedy or other setback 
to force us to switch o+ the auto pilot of 
everyday life. When that happens, the 

result can be an exposure of the cracks in our 
beliefs and the asking of the deeper questions of 
life. !at was one result of the tragedy of 9/11, 
the 20th anniversary of which will be observed in 
a few months. !at event seemed to dash hopes 
in life’s stability, and it led otherwise unchurched 
people to pack out worship services over the weeks 
that followed.

Even though church attendance soon began to 
drop back to “normal” levels, the tenacity of hope 
made itself felt in, among other things, the form 
of a $3 million hope sculpture in New York City 
in 2014. But the question remains: What or who 
is the proper object of a confident hope?

Unit 1—Jesus Teaches About Faith

History is witness to humanity’s preference to 
found hope on what is seen rather than on what 
is unseen. !e Lord’s words in Jeremiah 2:13 ring 
true in all eras: 

My people have committed two evils; they have 
forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and 
hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can 
hold no water.
Notice that the cisterns at issue represent things 

that humans construct in order to meet perceived 
needs. !e five lessons of unit 1 
show us human self-focus in 
this regard. People hope to have 
enough food and clothing, and 
they use worry in an attempt to 
remedy a lack of those things 
(lesson 1). When no human 
remedy comes to mind, the 
results are fear and doubt (les-
sons 2 and 4). !e proper reac-
tion in all cases is to look to Jesus 
first (lessons 3 and 5).

Quarter at a Glance
 by Patrick L. Mitchell
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W,%& -%(.'&/ the New Testament, it 
is easy to overlook the context of Jesus’ 
ministry while focusing on its content. 

But therein lies something of a dilemma: the full-
ness of that content can be grasped only with a 
firm understanding of its context. !at context 
is best framed in the concept of confident hope.

Pillars of Messianic Hope

!e Old Testament texts seen to witness most 
clearly to the coming of Messiah are Genesis 
49:10; Numbers 24:17; and Isaiah 11:1-6. From 
these and other texts emerged at least four pillars 
that undergirded hope in such a deliverer:

• Monotheism: there is only one God—Israel’s God 
(compare Deuteronomy 6:4; Mark 12:29)

• Election: God’s choosing of Israel to reign in the 
promised land (compare Isaiah 9:7; John 11:48)

• Covenant: God’s promises to Israel in the first five 
books of the Bible (compare Genesis 17:1-8; John 
8:39)

• Temple: God’s decision that the center of Israel’s 
life would be a restored temple in Jerusalem (com-
pare 1 Kings 9:1-3; John 4:20)
In some cases, mistaken beliefs of some people 

as recorded in the New Testament reflect nonbib-
lical speculations written in the centuries between 
the Old and New Testaments. A few examples of 
these are the book of Jubilees, the Psalms of Sol-
omon, and various works by Philo of Alexandria. 
When we place those alongside tunnel-vision 
interpretations of certain Old Testament texts, we 
can see why Jesus was rejected by many Jews: He 
just didn’t fit their expectations.

Challenges of Unmet Expectations

Consider, for example, Ezekiel 37:21-28. !ere 
God promised that He would gather scattered 
Israel to dwell in their own land; that He would 
be their God; that a king from David’s line would 
sit on the throne; that an everlasting covenant of 

peace would exist with God; and that everyone 
would “know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel, 
when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them 
for evermore.” From that passage and others such 
as Isaiah 9:6 and 42:1, it is not hard to see why 
Jews of Jesus’ day had specific hopes regarding 
Messiah. After hearing these promises told and 
retold century after century, it seems natural (at 
least in 20/20 hindsight) that certain expectations 
would become ingrained in religious thought 
(compare Matthew 17:10-13; Luke 7:18-20; John 
3:1-10; 4:25; 7:12, 25-27, 52; 10:33; Acts 1:6). 

Yet there seemed to be no end to foreign oppres-
sion. After centuries of domination by Babylon, 
Persia, Greece, and Rome, the Israelites were still, 
in e+ect, exiles in their own land! Anna of Luke 
2:36-38 was old enough to have remembered the 
Roman conquest of Jerusalem in 63 BC. Yet it was 
this very context — the era of the so-called Roman 
Peace — when “the fulness of the time was come” 
and “God sent forth his Son” (Galatians 4:4).

The misplaced Jewish hope in the Messiah 
was that of deliverance from physical, national 
 bondage — “another exodus” as some have called 
it. We see this in Jesus’ rebuke of Peter in Mat-
thew 16:23; Peter’s concept of the Messiah he had 
just confessed did not allow for the possibility that 
the Messiah could be killed, which implied mis-
sion failure. Even as late as Jesus’ ascension, the 
disciples still clung to a wrong notion of deliver-
ance (Acts 1:6).

Hope of Eternal Life

Bible history is recorded so “that we . . . might 
have hope” (Romans 15:4). An important part of 
that history lesson is that we should not repeat the 
errors of others (1 Corin thi ans 10:1-13). A recur-
ring problem in the pages of the New Testament is 
that people saw Jesus only through the lens of their 
preconceived expectations. Do we do the same, or 
do we allow Him to correct those expectations?

Get the Setting
 by Patrick L. Mitchell
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14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the 
Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise.

15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to 
preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and 
also to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteousness of God 
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, !e 
just shall live by faith.

Romans 1:8-17
8 First, I thank my God through Jesus 

Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of 
throughout the whole world.

9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with 
my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that with-
out ceasing I make mention of you always in 
my prayers;

10 Making request, if by any means now at 
length I might have a prosperous journey by 
the will of God to come unto you.

11 For I long to see you, that I may impart 
unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may 
be established;

12 !at is, that I may be comforted together 
with you by the mutual faith both of you and 
me.

13 Now I would not have you ignorant, 
brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come 
unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might 
have some fruit among you also, even as among 
other Gentiles.

Devotional Reading: Psalm 71:1-6, 17-24
Background Scripture: Romans 1

July 11
Lesson 6 (KJV)

Key Verse
I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 

believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. —Romans 1:16

Power of
the Gospel



Introduction

A. “Where the Money Is”
Willie Sutton (1901–1980)—also known as 

!e Actor and Slick Willie—was infamous as a 
thief. He would arrive at his target, usually a bank 
or store, just before they opened. On at least one 
occasion, he had the security guard admit employ-
ees as they arrived, then tied them up in an o"ce 
to prevent any trouble. His disguises included 
dressing as a telegraph messenger, a policeman, 
and a maintenance man. Even in the midst of his 
crimes, Sutton was noted as being quite polite, 
even gentlemanly.

Sutton was caught several times, and he 
escaped prison on more than one occasion. After 
one escape, a tailor’s son recognized Sutton. !e 
fugitive had not come to commit robbery but 
instead to get a suit tailored! When asked why he 
robbed banks, Sutton replied, “!at’s where the 
money is.” What other explanation could a per-
son possibly need? Sutton wanted money, banks 
had money, so logically he went to banks to relieve 
them of their funds.

Paul was no criminal, but his answer to a cer-
tain question might have been similar to Sutton’s. 
Why did Paul go to the cities to preach the gospel? 
Because that’s where the people were! 

B. Lesson Context
Cities seemed to hold a special attraction for 

Paul in a strategic way. !ree of his key minis-
tries were in Antioch, Corinth, and Ephesus—all 
among the 10 largest cities of the empire. But Paul 
had a burning desire to visit the greatest city of 
them all, Rome, the capital of the empire and cen-
ter of the world in those days. 

!e saying, “All roads lead to Rome” was more 
than proverbial for Paul. !e city was unparal-
leled in the ancient world. After Rome’s decline 
in late antiquity, Europe would not see anything 
to rival it until London in the nineteenth century. 
Paul was convinced that God was calling him to 
go to Rome.

Paul, formerly Saul the persecutor of Chris-
tians, wrote the letter to the Romans in advance 
of his trip there. A church was growing in Rome, 

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to: 
1. Identify the groups to which Paul acknowl-

edged his debt obligation.
2. Give one example each of being ashamed 

and being unashamed of the gospel.
3. Create two approaches for sharing the gos-

pel: one for people having some gospel knowl-
edge already and the other for those with much 
less or no such knowledge.

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A. “Where the Money Is”
 B. Lesson Context
 I. Power of Witness (Romans 1:8-10)
 A. Of a Church (v. 8)
 B. Of an Individual (vv. 9-10)
   Responding to His Call
 II. Power of Preaching (Romans 1:11-15)
 A. Spiritual Insight and Fruit (vv. 11-13)
 B. Spiritual Debts and Readiness (vv. 14-15)
 III. Power of Faith (Romans 1:16-17)
 A. Overcoming Shame (v. 16)
   !e Power of the Gospel
 B. Revealing Righteousness (v. 17)
Conclusion
 A. Come to the Cross
 B. Prayer
 C. !ought to Remember

July 11 ! 386 !  Power of the Gospel
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a church made up of individuals who were likely 
present in Jerusalem on Pentecost (Acts 2:10) and 
of believers they converted.

Some of those whom Paul had led to Christ 
seemed to have traveled to Rome ahead of him 
for one reason or another. !at is clear from the 
list of personal greetings that Paul includes at the 
end of the letter, in chapter 16. It was important 
to Paul that they grow in the right direction. !ey 
needed a strong doctrinal base, and they needed 
some practical spiritual counsel. In this letter they 
received both.

Paul wrote the book of Romans in about 
AD 58, during his third missionary journey. 
!is timing is supported by Acts 20:2-3, which 
states that Paul spent three months in Greece. 
!is in turn supports the conclusion that Paul 
wrote from the Greek city of Corinth, home of a 
beloved church he had founded and ministered to 
for 18 months a few years earlier. Staying put in 
this Greek city among people he knew and loved 
would have allowed Paul the time to craft such a 
carefully, masterfully written letter. 

!e contents of Romans reflect Paul’s experi-
ence in presenting a gospel that is both doctrinal 
and relational in matters faced by growing Chris-
tians. Paul was in the prime years of his minis-
try, being able to present the fruit of his personal 
familiarity with bringing people to Christ and 
providing an atmosphere for their growth. He 
was prepared to send a letter that addressed many 
important issues, countered spiritual errors, and 
emphasized core truths of the Christian faith.

I. Power of Witness
(R!"#$% &:'-&()

A. Of a Church (v. 8)
8. First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ 

for you all, that your faith is spoken of through-
out the whole world.

Having introduced himself and laid out the 
basics of his gospel (Romans 1:1-7), Paul encour-
aged the Roman Christians by revealing the 
content of his prayers to God regarding them. 
Expressing gratitude and thankfulness is charac-
teristic of his letters. 

What Do You Think?

How can you improve the ratio of “thanking for” 
to “asking for” in your prayer life?

Digging Deeper

Why is it important to do so?

Paul’s observation that the whole world had 
received reports of the faithfulness of this church 
may partly result from the painful expulsion 
they had faced. Turmoil in Rome had prompted 
Emperor Claudius (reigned AD 41–54) to expel 
from the city all those of Jewish background in 
about AD 49 (Acts 18:1-2). !e turmoil was likely 
a conflict between Jews who had converted to 
Christianity and those who had not. !e Romans 
didn’t make a distinction between the two at the 
time, so all those of Jewish background were told 
to leave town.

When Paul wrote the letter to the Romans, 
Claudius had died, and Jews had returned to 
Rome. Within the Christian community, this 
caused reconsideration of the relationships 
between Jews, Gentiles, and God.

B. Of an Individual (vv. 9-10)
9-10. For God is my witness, whom I serve 

with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that 
without ceasing I make mention of you always 
in my prayers; making request, if by any means 
now at length I might have a prosperous jour-
ney by the will of God to come unto you.

Worldwide Christianity would be blessed by a 
strong, faithful congregation in the great city of 
Rome. Its location at the transportation hub of the 
empire would allow the church’s witness to spread 
in all directions. For this and for his anticipated 
trip, Paul prayed sincerely. He valued the advance 
of the  gospel of God’s Son as his primary objective. 
His budding relationship with the Christians in 
Rome was part of his grand vision for bringing 
the message of salvation to all people of the world.

Although Paul could be bold, even brash, in 
his claims and plans, we see his humility on dis-
play here. His great desire to go to Rome was tem-
pered by his intent to submit to the will of God. 
Our greatest plans, no matter how noble, depend 

Lesson 6 (KJV) ! 387 !  July 11



on God’s blessing and assistance if they are to be 
successful.

!e route from Corinth to Rome was regu-
larly traveled, taking only a few weeks. But Paul 
decided to return to Jerusalem before visiting 
Rome (see Acts 19:21). !is delayed his trip to 
Rome by a year or more. But spiritual guidance 
couldn’t wait, thus the need for this letter to serve 
that church in the interim.

1 RESPONDING TO HIS CALL 1
I met a minister who planted a church in my 

city last year. Before then, he had been ministering 
in his father’s church, which was across the coun-
try. While there, he had mentored a young man 
from my city. !at young man asked the minister 
to pray for his family. 

!e minister did pray and eventually had a 
phone conversation with the family. During the 
call, the minister felt a burden for the family and 
the people of my city. Soon, he told his wife that 
he sensed a call to move their family across the 
country to start a church. At the time, he didn’t 
even know the location of my city on a map! Even 
though it seemed like a big step of faith, the min-
ister heeded God’s call. 

When God burdens your heart for reaching 
people, responding to the call is worth the sacri-
fice. Consider whom God may have been calling 
you to reach. In what ways have you been resist-
ing? How will you respond this week? —L. H.-P.

II. Power of Preaching
(R!"#$% &:&&-&))

A. Spiritual Insight and Fruit (vv. 11-13)
11. For I long to see you, that I may impart 

unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may 
be established.

!e word for introduces the reasons why Paul 
desired to visit the church in Rome. We should 
not understand his stated desire to impart unto 
them some spiritual gift to refer to something 
specific since he did not yet know their spe-
cific needs. What he probably had in mind was 
something like “spiritual insight” for guiding 
the church in providing what the Roman church 

lacked —  something that could be provided only 
by Paul. Nor should we hear Paul implying that 
the Roman church was on shaky ground; he 
was not the one who founded that church, and 
he had only second hand knowledge of its situa-
tion. More likely what we are seeing here is Paul’s 
understanding of the value of face-to-face fellow-
ship, something that cannot be equaled by letters 
or messengers. 

Paul’s writing to these brothers and sisters in 
Christ was a step toward a long time of teaching 
and dialogue (see Acts 28:16-31). !e end or goal 
of this education was to be the establishment of 
the Roman church in sound Christian teaching 
(doctrine) and practice.

12. !at is, that I may be comforted together 
with you by the mutual faith both of you and 
me.

One of the outstanding aspects of being a 
Christian, something di"cult to explain to non-
believers, is the comfort and joy we find as we 
share our “like precious faith” with one another 
(2 Peter 1:1). We can share the victories we have 
over sin and death (Romans 8:1-2). We can give 
honor to God, who promises never to allow us 
to be separated from His love (8:35-39). We can 
remind ourselves that all things are working for 
good according to God’s purposes (8:28). We can 
participate in corporate prayers enlivened by the 
Holy Spirit we share (8:26-27). We can encourage 
each other with stories of our life transformations, 
our resistance to being conformed to the sinful 
influences of the world (12:1-2). 

!ese themes were a foretaste of the joyous 
time Paul anticipated when he finally joined the 
Romans for fellowship.

July 11 ! 388 !  Power of the Gospel
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 Abraham Ay-bruh-ham.
 Antioch An-tee-ock.
 Claudius Claw-dee-us.
 Corinth Kor-inth.
 Ephesus Ef-uh-sus.
 Habakkuk Huh-back-kuk.
 Pentecost Pent-ih-kost.

 Philippi Fih-lip-pie or Fil-ih-pie.



13. Now I would not have you ignorant, 
brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come 
unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might 
have some fruit among you also, even as among 
other Gentiles.

Paul preached and wrote expectantly, antici-
pating that God would use his words as seed to 
bear fruit (compare 1 Corin thi ans 3:6-7). Paul’s 
writing suggests that this growth would be seen 
at least in part in spiritual virtues (see Galatians 
5:22-23). He also wanted to preach among the 
people of Rome because he believed it would 
result in conversions and changed lives. !is was 
not unfounded fantasy, because Paul had already 
experienced much fruit during his ministries in 
Corinth (Acts 18), Philippi (16:12-15, 25-34, 40), 
and other Gentile cities. As he wrote later, people 
cannot hear and believe unless there is a preacher 
(Romans 10:14; see lesson 9).

Paul had a strong sense of God’s direction of his 
ministry. !ough Paul had long purposed to visit 
Rome, he had been hindered in each instance. 
Various circumstances and even spiritual direc-
tions changed Paul’s plans (see Acts 16:6). And at 
the time of the writing of Romans, his choice to 
go to Jerusalem rather than Rome was driven by 
a deep-seated conviction that no one around him 
shared (Acts 21:12-14). Paul explained later in the 
letter that part of what let him hitherto was his 
great burden to preach the gospel among unevan-
gelized Gentiles (Romans 15:17-22). Paul’s travels 
had been to serve Christ, not simply to find per-
sonal fulfillment.

What Do You Think?

Which problem do you most need to address: 
being exasperated that God’s timing isn’t fast 
enough or that it’s moving too fast?

Digging Deeper

What Bible examples can you offer for each?

B. Spiritual Debts and Readiness (vv. 14-15)
14a. I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to 

the Barbarians.
Paul described his relationship with unevange-

lized people he had never met in terms of owing a 

debt to them. His spiritual duty could only be dis-
charged by preaching the gospel to the unsaved. 
!is concept was central to his passion for the 
Gentile mission.

Gentiles could be subdivided as two groups of 
people, based on a Greek understanding of the 
world. Greeks themselves were Gentile unbelievers 
in the eastern part of the Roman Empire. !ese 
were assumed to be the most civilized and most 
sophisticated citizens in the Roman Empire. 

Barbarians were those living beyond the regions 
of Greek influence, who spoke languages other 
than Greek (compare and contrast Acts 2:5-11). 
In Paul’s day, Greeks had a strong sense of cul-
tural superiority based on their philosophical tra-
ditions and refined language. To them, languages 
other than Greek sounded like babbling nonsense, 
“bar-bar-bar,” qualifying such speakers as “barbar-
ians.” It’s been said that after the Romans con-
quered the Greeks militarily, the Greeks turned 
around and conquered the Romans culturally. !e 
Romans later adopted the category of barbarian 
to refer to all people who did not have Greek or 
Roman heritage. 

14b. both to the wise, and to the unwise.
Paul’s inclusiveness in preaching indicates that 

knowledge or education levels are not a crite-
rion for Paul’s target audiences (see 1 Corinthi-
ans 1:26). Some students propose that Paul used 
parallelism to mean that the Greeks were the wise 
while the Barbarians were the unwise. !is would 
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 Abraham Ay-bruh-ham.
 Antioch An-tee-ock.
 Claudius Claw-dee-us.
 Corinth Kor-inth.
 Ephesus Ef-uh-sus.
 Habakkuk Huh-back-kuk.
 Pentecost Pent-ih-kost.

 Philippi Fih-lip-pie or Fil-ih-pie.

Visual for Lesson 6. Keep this visual posted during 

lessons 6–9 so learners can maintain a bird’s-eye 

perspective on the book of Romans.



fit the Greek and Roman view of their heritage 
contrasted with that of other people groups.

15. So, as much as in me is, I am ready to 
preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.

At first glance, this verse may seem strange. 
Why plan to preach the gospel to the recipients of 
this letter, who are already Christians? We should 
realize that preaching the gospel involves more 
than initial evangelizing. !is is clear in the five 
dozen or so times Paul used the phrase “the gos-
pel” in his letters.

III. Power of Faith
(R!"#$% &:&*-&+)

A. Overcoming Shame (v. 16)
16a. For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 

Christ.
Elsewhere, Paul noted that the message of the 

cross was a “stumblingblock” to Jews (1 Corin thi-
ans 1:23). !e core elements of Paul’s preaching 
would not avoid the historical truth that Jesus had 
been executed like the worst of criminals (2:2). 
Jesus’ death was easily dismissed by critics as nei-
ther heroic nor in obedience to God’s will, but as 
only shameful.

Of course, the shame of the cross was real 
(Hebrews 12:2). But the gospel reveals that shame 
was not the full story of Jesus’ execution (see Phi-
lippians 2:5-11). !erefore Paul was not ashamed of 
the cross. Rather, he gloried in it (Galatians 6:14).

16b. For it is the power of God unto salva-
tion to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, 
and also to the Greek.

Not only does the gospel possess the power 
to save every one that believeth, it also had the 
power to break down the walls separating Jews 
and Gentiles—a point discussed further by Paul 
in Ephesians. !ere he explicitly welcomed the 
uncircumcised who had previously been legally 
restricted from full participation in the covenant 
with Israel (see Ephesians 2:11-22).

It is di"cult to determine whether the church 
in Rome consisted mostly of Jewish-Christians 
or Gentile-Christians. Clearly, both were pres-
ent (Romans 2:17; 11:13). Some believers of Jew-
ish background in the church in Rome were likely 

present in Jerusalem on Pentecost and heard the 
gospel from Peter. !ose Jews were among the first 
to hear the good news. But Greeks (Gentiles) also 
needed to know this power of God unto salvation. 
As we noted in previous lessons of this quarter, the 
word salvation can take a broad range of meanings 
in the New Testament, depending on context. But 
not in Paul’s writings; he uses that word only in a 
spiritual sense (examples: Romans 10:1, 10; 11:11; 
13:11; 2 Corinthians 1:6; 6:2; 7:10).

What Do You Think?

In what ways, if at all, does Romans 1:16 help 
you act according to spiritual priorities?

Digging Deeper

What do you see those priorities being?

1 THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL 1
We had two family members die within the 

same week: an aunt and uncle who had been mar-
ried for more than 60 years. It was devastating 
to lose them, even though the couple had lived 
long, fulfilling lives. In accordance with her aunt’s 
wishes, my wife was asked to deliver a eulogy at 
the funeral. She delivered a powerful message 
of hope from John 14. !e family needed to be 
reminded of the truth that through Christ’s death 
and resurrection Christians have the assurance of 
eternal union with God. 

One family member came to my wife after the 
service to express how her eulogy had a+ected 
him. He had been feeling such a heaviness during 
the service that it was di"cult for him to breathe. 
But as he had listened, he experienced an easing of 
his heavy heart. He could breathe normally again 
as the service concluded.

!e gospel has the power to do many things, 
including breaking the sting of death. How will 
you allow the gospel’s “power unto salvation” help 
you overcome the next tragedy that comes your 
way? —L. H.-P.

B. Revealing Righteousness (v. 17)
17. For therein is the righteousness of God 

revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, !e 
just shall live by faith.
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The gospel is the most crucial message ever 
because therein is the righteousness of God revealed. 
!e gospel tells sinful people how to become right 
with God. !at is something that we can never 
earn or achieve through our own e+orts (Isaiah 
64:6). Our only hope is to accept by faith the gift 
of God’s righteousness as provided by Him through 
the death of Jesus. As Paul wrote to the Corinthi-
ans, “For [God] hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righ-
teousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

Paul concluded this summary of his gospel 
message by quoting a key Old Testament verse 
for understanding the nature of faith: Habakkuk 
2:4. In the original setting of this verse, Habak-
kuk complained to the Lord about the prosperity 
of the wicked and the su+ering of the righteous, 
expecting action from God (1:12–2:1). God’s final 
word was that His people must remain faithful, 
trusting Him for the outcome that vindicates righ-
teousness and justice (2:2-19). Our job is not to try 
to compel God to act; rather, it is to place our faith 
in God to do the right thing in His timing.

Christ’s death on the cross was the right thing 
at the right time (Galatians 4:4-5). It’s what allows 
people to become justified, to be treated as fault-
less before God’s throne. !e price for our sins has 
been paid. Paul presents this as a revealing of the 
nature of God, that He both demands righteous-
ness from us and makes this possible despite our 
sin and weakness. Later Paul will say this allows 
God to remain completely holy and righteous 
himself while working to make sinful humanity 
righteous too. God is both “just, and the justifier” 
of those who trust Him (Romans 3:26).

!e exact meaning of the phrase from faith 
to faith has been debated. But the likely intent 
of Paul is to show that this whole faith agenda 
is not a new invention by Christians. God’s peo-
ple have always built a successful relationship with 
Him on faith. Paul later gave the example of Abra-
ham, whose faith was “counted unto him for righ-
teousness” (Romans 4:3, 22; see lesson 7, Genesis 
15:6). Trusting in God is not new, but now we are 
to include faith in Jesus—that His death has the 
e+ect of saving us from our sins. It is faith then, 
faith now, and faith going forward. 

What Do You Think?

How would you explain to someone the differ-
ence between a blind faith and the kind of 
faith Paul talks about?

Digging Deeper

How would that explanation differ to a believer 
and an unbeliever, if at all? Why? 

Conclusion

A. Come to the Cross
!e most recognized Christian symbol is the 

cross. We see it on churches, as jewelry, in logos, in 
massive monuments, and in cemeteries. For many, 
the cross is most associated with the latter as it 
marks a grave of a loved one.

As Christians, we a"rm that Jesus’ cross is 
about death. But the cross is also about life, for 
Jesus’ death gives us the possibility of being for-
given of our sins, escaping the penalty of death, 
and embracing eternal life as a gift. To do this, we 
must come to the cross in faith. We must not be 
ashamed. We must come believing that the cross 
represents the great love of God. We must come 
convinced that faith in Christ has the power to 
save us. It is there that our burden of sin was lifted 
and our spiritual blindness will become the sight 
of faith.

What Do You Think?

Which concept in today’s text requires more 
“live it out” on your part? Why?

Digging Deeper

How do you plan to make that happen?

B. Prayer
Lord God, may we approach Your throne with 

faith, unashamed of our love and trust for Your 
Son, Jesus Christ. May we give all that we have 
to serve You and to bring the gospel message to 
those who have not heard. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.

C. Thought to Remember
!e gospel is powerful for all who believe.
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson

Ask class members to share a memory of the 
most important trip they ever took. Note that 
the question is not about their most enjoyable or 
most interesting trip, although those descriptions 
may also apply. Conduct this exercise by either 
(1) displaying a world map and asking volunteers 
to walk to it and tell about their trip, (2) giving 
each learner a handout of a map (you prepare) as 
they pair o+ to locate and discuss their trips, or 
(3) simply posing the question and ask volunteers 
to share. (Caution: Beware of the danger of letting 
this drag out too long.)

Make a transition to Bible study by saying, 
“Some trips simply must be taken, regardless of 
(or because of) circumstances. !e same was true 
in Paul’s day—let’s see why.”

Into the Word

Announce a consideration of the context of the 
book of Romans. Put in a basket the following 
questions printed on four slips of paper (you pre-
pare in advance), one question per slip:

1–Who was Paul?
2–Why was Rome important? 
3–When was the book of Romans written? 
4–What problems does Paul address in Romans?
Have four volunteers draw out one slip each to 

read aloud in sequence as numbered. Allow the 
volunteer the first chance to answer the question 
drawn. Follow that by inviting all class members 
to add to the response. Fill in gaps with informa-
tion in the Lesson Context of today’s lesson.

Have two participants alternate in reading 
aloud the 10 verses of today’s lesson text, Romans 
1:8-17. Divide your class into groups of no more 
than six each. To half the groups, distribute a 
handout (you prepare) on which is printed these 
three phrases as headers of three columns:

Reference / Why the Desire / What to Accomplish

Include instructions to complete the chart by 
examining today’s lesson text. Have this printed at 
the bottom of the handout for completion: 

One statement to describe the mission Paul wanted 
to have among the Romans is ___________

Concurrently, distribute to the other groups 
handouts (you prepare) featuring these three 
phrases to be completed:

1–Why the gospel is important:
2–What the gospel achieves:
3–What the gospel reveals:
Option. Modify the above groupings by cre-

ating an additional, third grouping of learners. 
Distribute to this/these group(s) copies of the 
“Qualifications, Please!” exercise from the activity 
page to be completed and reported as indicated. 
Reconvene groups for whole-class sharing.

Into Life

Ask students to gather again in their groups as 
you distribute the following discussion prompts 
on handouts (you prepare):

1–!e power of the gospel has a+ected me by . . . 
2–!ree ways I can better “live by faith” are . . . 
3–My biggest challenge in sharing the gospel is . . .

After several minutes, reconvene for whole-
class discussion. Use responses to the third discus-
sion prompt to challenge learners to suggest two 
approaches for sharing the gospel: one for people 
having some gospel knowledge already and the 
other for those with much less or no such knowl-
edge. Close with prayers that are suggested by 
responses to the three discussion prompts: thanks 
to God for life changes, strength from God for 
every class member to live by faith this week, help 
from God to face the challenges shared. 

Option. Distribute copies of the “Paul’s Mis-
sion to Rome” crossword on the activity page as 
a take-home.
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9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the 
circumcision only, or upon the uncircum-
cision also? for we say that faith was reckoned 
to Abraham for righteousness.

10 How was it then reckoned? when he was 
in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in 
circumcision, but in uncircumcision.

11 And he received the sign of circumcision, 
a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he 
had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be 
the father of all them that believe, though they 
be not circumcised; that righteousness might 
be imputed unto them also:

12 And the father of circumcision to them 
who are not of the circumcision only, but 
who also walk in the steps of that faith of 
our father Abraham, which he had being yet 
uncircumcised.

Romans 4:1-12
1 What shall we say then that Abraham our 

father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?
2 For if Abraham were justified by works, 

he hath whereof to glory; but not before God.
3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham 

believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness.

4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not 
reckoned of grace, but of debt.

5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth 
on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness.

6 Even as David also describeth the bless-
edness of the man, unto whom God imputeth 
righteousness without works,

7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities 
are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.

8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will 
not impute sin.

Devotional Reading: Genesis 15:1-6
Background Scripture: Romans 4

Faith of
Abraham

July 18
Lesson 7 (KJV)

Key Verse
Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. —Romans 4:3b

 Abraham Moses David Isaiah Jesus

 2000 BC 1440 BC 1000 BC 750 BC AD 28



Introduction

A. The Progenitor of the Printing Press
In the mid-1400s, a German entrepreneur 

introduced a process that many identify as the 
beginning of the modern era. Johannes Guten-
berg combined ideas from metallurgy, book pro-
duction, agricultural methods, and other areas to 
produce the first European “movable-type” print-
ing press. !e crown jewel of his career was the 
production in 1455 of 180 deluxe copies of the 
Latin translation of the Bible. 

!is edition is now known as the Gutenberg 
Bible, with fewer than 50 known copies surviv-
ing. Perhaps the finest example is on display in the 
Library of Congress in Washington, DC. Guten-
berg’s printing press allowed for the mass produc-
tion of books, therefore increasing the desirability 
of literacy and knowledge. Our digital age is far 
removed from Gutenberg’s press in Mainz, but the 
precedent he set has earned him the title of Father 
of Printing, and his influence is still felt today.

!e internet has many “Father of the . . .” and 
“Mother of the . . .” lists. !e apostle Paul has one 
of his own.

B. Lesson Context
During Paul’s ministry, a key issue concerned 

the role of the Jewish law for Christians who were 
not of Jewish descent. At the time Paul wrote his 
letter to the Romans, the famous Jerusalem Coun-
cil had already recognized that Gentiles would be 
welcomed into the church without being required 
to keep the Law of Moses (Acts 15:7-11, 19-21, 
28-29). This included forgoing circumcision, 
which symbolized the entire law for Jews (see 
Romans 4:9, below). 

Circumcision was perhaps the most honored of 
all Jewish traditions. !e rite began with Abra-
ham, the forefather of the entire nation of Israel 
(see Romans 4:1 and following, below). Jewish 
men had proudly borne the mark of circumci-
sion for hundreds of years, a physical sign of their 
separation from Gentiles. !e traditional adver-
saries of Israel were called uncircumcised, an epi-
thet spit out in scorn (example: Jeremiah 9:26; see 
Romans 4:9, below). Any foreigner who wanted 

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to: 
1. Summarize the nature of Abraham’s 

righteousness.
2. Distinguish between “imparted righteous-

ness” and “imputed righteousness.”
3. Make a list of ways that imputed (credited) 

righteousness will direct his or her thoughts and 
actions in the week ahead.

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A. !e Progenitor of the Printing Press
 B. Lesson Context
 I. Ancestor of Israel (Romans 4:1-3)
 A. Not Justified by Works (vv. 1-2)
 B. Justified by Faith (v. 3)
   If You Build It, !ey Will Come
 II. Receiving Righteousness (Romans 4:4-8)
 A. Not an Earned Reward (vv. 4-5)
 B. An Unearned Blessing (vv. 6-8)
 III. Father of the Faithful (Romans 4:9-12)
 A. Not Limited by Circumcision (vv. 9-10)
 B. Given to Followers (vv. 11-12)
   A Free Reward
Conclusion
 A. Faith and Work
 B. Prayer
 C. !ought to Remember

Confident
 Hope

Unit 2: Faith and Salvation

L%**0&* 1–2
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to be accepted into Israel had to be circumcised 
(Exodus 12:48). To be an uncircumcised Jewish 
man was to be expelled from Israel and thus not 
part of the nation (Genesis 17:14). 

Gentiles did not welcome the idea of circum-
cision as a condition for worshipping God. !e 
physical act of circumcision was culturally repug-
nant and physically painful. In the Roman world, 
this hesitation resulted in Gentiles who were 
attracted to Judaism to be identified as “devout” 
(Acts 17:4, 17) in contrast with a “proselyte” (Mat-
thew 23:15), who converted fully. 

!e “devout” chose to honor the Lord. How-
ever, they were excluded from full participation 
in the temple or synagogues because the men in 
these families had not undergone circumcision. 
Peter’s encounter with Cornelius, during which 
time the Holy Spirit came to a group of Gen-
tiles (Acts 10:44-48), was the beginning of a new 
understanding about what would and would not 
be required in the church (11:15-18). 

In part, the discussion of what Jewish customs 
to retain in the church—and require of Gentiles 
—was a discussion about the relationship between 
faith and works. !ough these two concepts can 
be held in tension, most Christians understand 
that works flow out of faith (James 2:14-26). We 
are “saved through faith, . . . not of works” (Ephe-
sians 2:8-9). !e work that we do for Christ is 
faith manifesting itself in our lives (2:10); it is not 
an attempt to save ourselves. Paul’s discussion of 
Abraham considered in our lesson text today is an 
example of this fact.

Paul ended Romans 3 with a crescendo that 
emphasized that people can be pronounced righ-
teous only through faith (Romans 3:30). But this 
raises an important question: What about the 
ancient and hallowed Jewish law, the law that 
Moses received from God himself? 

I. Ancestor of Israel
(R!"#$% ,:&--)

A. Not Justified by Works (vv. 1-2)
1. What shall we say then that Abraham our 

father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?
Abraham lived more than 2,000 years before 

Paul wrote the book of Romans. Abraham’s his-
tory was preserved by the people of God in oral 
traditions for several hundred years before it was 
written down in the book of Genesis. 

!at man had an incredible relationship with 
God. He trusted God even when called to jour-
ney to a place he had never seen, on the eastern 
end of the Mediterranean Sea (Genesis 12:1-9; 
see Romans 4:12, below). Later, Abraham trusted 
God to provide him with a legitimate heir, his 
son Isaac, when both he and his wife, Sarah, were 
advanced in age (Genesis 17:15-22; 18:10-15; 21:1-
7). Abraham even trusted God when commanded 
to sacrifice Isaac on Mount Moriah (22:1-18). 

For these and other acts, Abraham is consid-
ered to be the father of faith (Matthew 3:9; Luke 
1:73; etc.). He was one of the first people to model 
a faithful relationship with God.

Paul focused these facts on his Jewish-Chris-
tian readers, identifying Abraham as their father 
as pertaining to the flesh. Paul spoke to those who 
traced their ancestry to the great patriarch of Gen-
esis. Today we would say Paul spoke to those who 
would find a DNA match with Abraham. Paul’s 
strategy took his line of argumentation to a time 
even before Israel was a nation.

2. For if Abraham were justified by works, 
he hath whereof to glory; but not before God.

Paul set up this verse to establish the source 
of Abraham’s justification. To be justified is to be 
counted or considered righteous. Did Abraham 
earn justification through his acts of obedience, 
his works? No amount of righteous deeds will 
position a person correctly before God, for all men 
and women have sinned (Romans 3:23). 

Paul’s original readers knew that Abraham did 
not always act in a righteous, faithful way. His 
deceptions concerning the status of Sarah as his 
sister rather than his wife nearly caused her to be 
involved in adultery (Genesis 12:10-20; 20:1-18). 
And though his actions toward Hagar were sadly 
typical for his day, the way he treated his concu-
bine and son after the birth of Isaac left much to 
be desired (21:8-21). If Abraham had been justi-
fied by his good works, then he would have had 
reason to glory in himself. But that was not the 
case.
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What Do You Think?

What personal guardrails can you erect to 
ensure that you keep pride in its proper place 
and properly expressed?

Digging Deeper

How would you rank-order these passages in 
terms of relevance to that question: Proverbs 
16:18; 2 Corinthians 10:7-18; Ephesians 2:8-9; 
James 4:16; 1 John 2:16? Why?

B. Justified by Faith (v. 3)
3. For what saith the scripture? Abraham 

believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness.

Paul’s statement is a near quote of Genesis 
15:6. In that context, Abraham had been lament-
ing that he had no male heir to carry forward his 
name and legacy. In a visionary experience, the 
Lord compelled Abraham to go outside on a clear 
night to view the uncountable number of stars in 
the sky. God promised Abraham that the num-
ber of his descendants would be like this ocean 
of stars (Genesis 15:5). So, Abraham had a choice 
to make: (1) he could trust that God would keep 
His promise and grant him an heir or (2) he could 
reject this as impossible.

!e evidence in Abraham’s life and marriage 
compelled him to try to help God’s plan along. 
Abraham and Sarah had long since passed the sea-
son of producing children (Genesis 17:17). Abra-
ham had resigned himself to the fact that his chief 
servant would be his heir (15:2) before Abraham 
took it upon himself to avoid that possibility by 
having a son with Hagar (16:1-4, 15). 

Even so, Abraham’s faith did not collapse on 
the basis of his long wait or the seeming impossi-
bility of the fulfillment of God’s promises. Rather 
than despair or reject the Lord, Abraham believed 
God. He chose to believe that God was capable of 
keeping His promise and would be faithful to do 
so. He trusted that God had a plan for him. 

So Abraham lived accordingly and expectantly. 
!is stupendous act of faith gave him the status of 
a righteous person before a holy and utterly righ-
teous God. !e word translated counted was used 

in the financial world of Paul’s day to describe the 
act of moving credits into an accounting ledger. 
An account with a negative balance (an unrigh-
teous or unknown status) now showed a positive 
balance (righteousness).

Putting this analogy into our own context, 
Abraham’s account moved from red ink to black 
ink. !e result for generations to come was that 
Abraham stood as the father of Israel first, but also 
of all believers who trust God.

1 IF YOU BUILD IT, THEY WILL COME 1
When my best friend felt called to found a 

Christian school, the task seemed impossible. She 
had no marketing or administrative training, and 
she certainly didn’t have any money. She was new 
to town and didn’t know anyone. “God will pro-
vide,” she answered when I asked how she was 
going to find land. She said the same thing when 
she had no building on the land, and again when 
she had no students to fill the building. 

!ings didn’t always go right. But she never 
doubted it would all come together. She believed, 
even though it seemed an impossibility. And God 
provided every person who had the exact skill, 
material, or financing to create what is now a 
flourishing, classical Christian school. 

Abraham and Sarah were old. Descendants as 
numerous as the stars? Impossible! Yet Abraham 
believed. Sometimes he delayed in his obedience 
or tried his own way. But he never forgot God’s 
word. In life’s twists and turns, is your faith still 
grounded in God’s faithfulness? —P. M.

II. Receiving Righteousness
(R!"#$% ,:,-')

A. Not an Earned Reward (vv. 4-5)
4. Now to him that worketh is the reward 

not reckoned of grace, but of debt.
Workers are not paid because of grace but 

because they have earned their wages. !e debt 
incurred by their employer is thereby discharged.

To be justified by God can never be the result 
of our works, for we have too many debits in the 
form of sins. If we really earned what we deserve 
based on our works, we would all remain dead in 
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sins (Ephesians 2:1-3; Colossians 2:13-14) since 
“the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). !e 
person who thinks a winning strategy before the 
throne of final judgment will be to present a list 
of righteous deeds will be sorely disappointed. No 
one can be declared righteous through works of 
the law (Romans 3:20).

5. But to him that worketh not, but believeth 
on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness.

!e phrase him that worketh not likely refers 
to the person who does not depend on personal 
works to be in a right standing before God. No 
sinner, whether Gentile or Jew, can ever earn righ-
teousness. Were someone able to do so, he or she 
would not need to be counted as righteous by faith 
because such a person would actually be righteous.

B. An Unearned Blessing (vv. 6-8)
6. Even as David also describeth the blessed-

ness of the man, unto whom God imputeth 
righteousness without works.

!e line of reasoning moves from one revered 
Jewish figure (Abraham) to another (David), 
a historical shift of about 1,000 years. Perhaps 
even more than Abraham’s sins, David’s sins are 
remembered to this day. He committed adul-
tery and murder (2 Samuel 11). !e fallout from 
those sins dogged David’s personal life (example: 
12:14-18). 

But David eventually came to know the bless-
ing of forgiven sin (2 Samuel 12:13), the essence of 
justification. David understood the grace of God 
as powerful to overcome the guilt of sins. !at 
king’s repentance and faithfulness, even when suf-
fering the consequences of his sins, are a great part 

of why David is called “a man after [God’s] own 
heart” (1 Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22).

What Do You Think?

How would you explain to someone the distinc-
tion between being credited (or counted) as 
righteous vs. actually being made righteous?

Digging Deeper

In what circumstances might you explain the 
difference by using the words imputed and 
imparted instead? Why?

7-8. Saying, Blessed are they whose iniqui-
ties are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not 
impute sin.

David wrote of his experience of being forgiven 
by God, and the quote in the verses before us is 
that of David’s marvelous Psalm 32:1-2. !is is a 
great passage on confession of sin, repentance, and 
received forgiveness. In it, David exhorted others 
to realize that happiness is found in God’s forgive-
ness. Only confession can release the disease that 
wastes the bones of the guilty (32:3-4) and open a 
person to God’s forgiveness (32:5, 11). John wrote 
about this as well: “If we confess our sins, [God] 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9; 
compare Psalm 51). 

III. Father of the Faithful
(R!"#$% ,:.-&/)

A. Not Limited by Circumcision (vv. 9-10)
9. Cometh this blessedness then upon the 

circumcision only, or upon the uncircumci-
sion also? for we say that faith was reckoned to 
Abraham for righteousness.

Circumcision was the physical mark given by 
God to Abraham and his male descendants as a 
sign of the covenant (Genesis 17:11-13). It was 
given later in Abraham’s life by God’s command. 
Abraham and every male in his household were 
circumcised in obedience to God’s requirement 
(17:10, 23). Abraham chose to obey this command 
just as he had already obeyed God many times 
before. !e mark itself, though, did not make 
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Abraham or the men in his house more righ-
teous. Abraham was already reckoned as righteous 
because of his faith in God.

10. How was it then reckoned? when he was 
in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in 
circumcision, but in uncircumcision.

!e Jewish people assumed that their blessings 
were owed at least partly to obedience in circum-
cision. But Paul argues convincingly otherwise: 
Abraham’s faith was reckoned to him as righteous-
ness before that sign was implemented, which sign 
was not commanded until Genesis 17:10. !us the 
sign of circumcision was of less importance than 
the faith behind it.

!is fact was important in a"rming that cir-
cumcision was not necessary for the faith of Gen-
tiles to be valid in following Christ (see Lesson 
Context). “But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; 
and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, 
and not in the letter” (Romans 2:29; compare 
Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6; Jeremiah 4:4). 

Outward obedience to God’s rules and regu-
lations does not make a person righteous. Only 
one’s faith and God’s grace can result in being 
reckoned as righteous. Following His commands 
is a sign of our faith; without that faith, the signs 
are meaningless.

B. Given to Followers (vv. 11-12)
11. And he received the sign of circumcision, 

a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he 

had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be 
the father of all them that believe, though they 
be not circumcised; that righteousness might 
be imputed unto them also.

Paul did not disregard circumcision as having no 
value at all, though. !is sign and seal of the righ-
teousness of faith became a key element in the cov-
enant relationship God developed with Abraham’s 
Jewish descendants. 

Muslims, who claim lineage to Abraham via 
Ishmael, still practice circumcision as a religious 
requirement. !ey consider it a sign of inclusion 
in the Muslim community. But in contrast to the 
Abrahamic faiths of Islam and Judaism, circum-
cision was and is not imposed as a sign of inclu-
sion in the Christian faith. God’s will in this 
regard was discerned during the first decades of 
the church’s existence (see Galatians 2:1-3 and the 
Lesson Context).

Because Abraham was counted as righteous 
before circumcision, Paul argued that that patri-
arch could therefore be the father of any righteous 
person, regardless of circumcision. Righteousness 
is imputed (not imparted) to those who believe. 
And if this seems repetitious, it’s only because Paul 
himself was repetitious. !is is a big deal! And it is 
worth repeating over and over. Faith is what God 
wants, not outward signs. 

What Do You Think?

When Paul’s statement about Abraham’s spiri-
tual fatherhood-of-all has its desired impact, 
what changes should others see in your life?

Digging Deeper

What can you do to accelerate the rate of those 
changes?

As an aside, we note that some think that 
Christian baptism is the New Testament parallel 
to Old Testament circumcision. !is viewpoint is 
based on, among other things, a certain interpre-
tation of Colossians 2:11-12. But the illustration 
there is to compare baptism with “the circumci-
sion made without hands” (see also Philippians 
3:3; compare Ezekiel 44:7). We note that baptism 
is never referred to as “a sign” or “a seal” in the 
New Testament (compare 1 Corinthians 1:22; 
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9:2; 14:22). Baptism, therefore, does not get its 
meaning from Old Testament circumcision. 

12. And the father of circumcision to them 
who are not of the circumcision only, but 
who also walk in the steps of that faith of 
our father Abraham, which he had being yet 
uncircumcised.

Following Jesus, being a Christian, has noth-
ing to do with physical circumcision. Rather, it is 
about faith and the life that proceeds from a faith-
ful heart. Forgiveness is not earned or owed. It is 
given by the grace of God to those following the 
New Testament plan of salvation. Paul describes 
this as walking in the steps of that faith of our father 
Abraham, who blazed faith-trail centuries before. 

What Do You Think?

What’s the single most important thing you can 
do this week to walk in Abraham’s footsteps?

Digging Deeper

What sense of urgency will you have in doing 
so, given that Abraham is mentioned more 
than 70 times in the New Testament?

Paul later presents the law as the means of 
learning what sin is, and he notes the impossibil-
ity of keeping the Old Testament law (see Romans 
7). !e law does not produce righteousness, but it 
does yield knowledge of wrongdoing (Galatians 
3:21-22). Abraham’s work proceeded from his 
faith, not from keeping the Law of Moses, which 
was not given until centuries later. 

When it came time for Abraham’s greatest test 
of all—the potential sacrifice of Isaac—he chose 
obedience that was grounded in faith (Genesis 
22:1-14). Abraham believed that even if he sac-
rificed Isaac, his faithful Lord would keep His 
promise and raise Isaac from the dead (Hebrews 
11:17-19). Our hope lies not in righteous deeds but 
in faith leading to justification by God.

1 A FREE REWARD 1
My son’s first job was a paper route. During 

the week, he would bag each paper and set out to 
finish delivering before sundown. !ough it was 
hot summer work, all his labors seemed worth-
while when he got his first paycheck. Some weeks 

later, we visited a co+ee drive-through so he could 
get the two of us beverages. When we reached 
the window, the barista informed us that the car 
ahead of us had picked up our tab. !is confused 
our son until we explained what had happened.

!ere are certain parallels between both cases 
and today’s text. When we work, our time is cal-
culated toward our earned wages. To think sal-
vation comes about the same way is to commit a 
serious error. 

It is the second incident that better illustrates 
how we have access to salvation: somebody else paid 
the price, and there was no debt to be paid on our 
part when we reached the pick-up window. And the 
grace we receive from God in this regard is so much 
more refreshing than a beverage! —P. M.

Conclusion

A. Faith and Work
How far do you allow your faith to take you? 

Do your actions show that your trust in God can 
overcome doubts and allow you to be obedient to 
Him? Our faith leads us to entrust our children to 
God, no matter the circumstances. It guides us to 
worship God, not money, and to act according to 
that sole allegiance. Faith requires us to live every-
day in trust of God and His plan. So, again, how 
far do you allow your faith to take you?

What Do You Think?

Which concept in today’s lesson do you see 
as most important for undergirding how you 
should change a thought, speech, or action? 
Why?

Digging Deeper

What specific, time-bound steps can you take to 
bring about that change?

B. Prayer
Father, may we live daily as people whose faith 

results in unconditional trust in You! In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen.

C. Thought to Remember
!e Lord remains as the Father of the faithful.
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson

Write these two column headings on the board: 

A Hero from the Past / !e E"ect on My Present 

Invite students to come to the board and write 
their responses under the two headings. Allow vol-
unteers to elaborate in whole-class discussion.

Transition to Bible study by saying, “Today we 
will look at a man whose response to God has the 
power to a+ect us yet today.”

Into the Word

Ask two learners to alternate in reading aloud 
the verses of today’s lesson text, Romans 4:1-12. 
!en divide the class into study groups of four to 
six to answer the following questions, which you 
have prepared for distribution on handouts:

1–Why did Abraham have no basis for boasting to 
God?

2–On what basis did God impute righteousness to 
Abraham?

3–What is the significance of Abraham’s first hav-
ing believed in God and then being circumcised, 
rather than the other way around?

4–How would you diagram the relationship 
between faith and works?

5–What’s the significance of being counted as righ-
teous rather than actually being made righteous?

Point students to today’s text and allow groups 
about 10 minutes to answer the questions. !en 
go through them to fill in gaps by using details 
from the lesson commentary.

Option. Distribute to one group copies of the 
“A Story of Faith” exercise from the activity page, 
which you can download, rather than the five 
questions above. When you reconvene the class as 
a whole, let this group report answers first.

Into Life

Ask students to flip their handouts over and 
write these two column headings at the top:

An Important Component of My Faith

An Important Sign of My Faith

!en ask students to enter under the head-
ers the single elements implied by those respec-
tive headers, time limit of one minute to do so. If 
participants seem to struggle with the di+erence 
between a component and a sign, you can note that 
a component is a constituent element, while a sign 
is an indicator. !erefore a sign points to the exis-
tence of a constituent element.

When the minute is up, ask class members to 
find a partner with whom to share what each has 
written (Option. Request that participants not 
choose their own spouses as partners.) !en ask 
participants to help their partners with these three 
tasks, described on handouts (you prepare): 

1–Draw an arrow from the entry in the first col-
umn to the entry in the second column and 
write on it how the former results in the latter. 

2–Draw an arrow from the entry in the second 
column to the entry in the first column and 
write on it how the latter indicates (or should 
indicate) the presence of the former.

3–Make a list of ways that imputed righteousness 
will direct their thoughts and actions in the 
week ahead.

Wrap up by comparing and contrasting 
today’s text with Galatians 2:16; Ephesians 2:8-
10; 1 !essalonians 1:3; James 2:20-26; and this 
quote from William Booth (1829–1912), founder 
of the Salvation Army: 

Faith and works should travel side by side, step 
answering to step, like the legs of men walking. 
First faith, and then works; and then faith again, 
and then works again—until they can scarcely dis-
tinguish which is the one and which is the other.
Option. Distribute copies of the “A Legacy of 

Faith” exercise from the activity page, to be com-
pleted as indicated in no more than one minute. If 
distributed as a take-home, encourage completion 
by promising to begin next week’s class with it.
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10 For if, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved 
by his life.

11 And not only so, but we also joy in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we 
have now received the atonement.

Romans 5:1-11
1 !erefore being justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
2 By whom also we have access by faith into 

this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.

3 And not only so, but we glory in tribula-
tions also: knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience;

4 And patience, experience; and experience, 
hope:

5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because 
the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

6 For when we were yet without strength, in 
due time Christ died for the ungodly.

7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one 
die: yet peradventure for a good man some 
would even dare to die.

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.

9 Much more then, being now justified 
by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him.

Devotional Reading: Isaiah 53:1-12
Background Scripture: Romans 5:1-11

Peace with
God

July 25
Lesson 8 (KJV)

Key Verse
Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. —Romans 5:1
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Introduction

A. Sacrifice for Peace
In the 1964 Cold War epic movie Fail Safe, a 

series of mistakes sends a squadron of American 
planes with nuclear bombs to annihilate Mos-
cow, Russia. Despite every conceivable e+ort by 
the American president, he was unable to stop the 
mission. 

Realizing that the Soviet Union’s capital city 
would be destroyed—and desiring to avoid world-
wide thermonuclear devastation from retaliatory 
strikes—the president made a deal with the Soviet 
premier. !ey agreed that at the same time the 
bombs hit Moscow, an equal nuclear strike would 
lay waste to New York City. !us an equivalent 
“eye for an eye” act would even the accounts. !e 
president agreed to this realizing that his beloved 
wife was in New York City. He knowingly decided 
to sacrifice her for the sake of world peace.

!e great paradox of this film is that the most 
horrific wartime tactic ever devised by human 
beings was to be used to forestall hostilities. !e 
saving of hundreds of millions of lives was more 
important than any single life, even that of the 
first lady. Parallels between this fictional trade-o+ 
and today’s lesson text are thought-provoking. 

B. Lesson Context
Romans is both the most challenging of Paul’s 

letters to understand and the richest depository of 
what he calls “my gospel” (Romans 2:16; 16:25). 
!e basis and reality of being justified by faith is 
the subject of Romans 1–4 in general (see lessons 
6 and 7) and 3:24, 28 in particular. 

Paul quoted Habakkuk 2:4 in Romans 1:17 to 
set the tone for the entire book: “the just shall live 
by faith.” Included in the letter are the apostle’s 
understanding of the Old Testament background 
for the Christian message, the nature of salvation 
as it is based on the atoning death of Christ, the 
centrality of faith as the only path for salvation, 
the changed relationship between Jews and Gen-
tiles in the plan of God, and several other matters.

Only through faith in Christ may eternal life 
be found. Eternal life cannot be earned by works, 
although works are important. Eternal life is not 

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to:
1. State the result of being justified by faith.
2. Explain the meaning and significance of 

Paul’s “much more” argument.
3. Recruit an accountability partner to help 

make progress regarding the growth stages in 
Romans 5:3-4.

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A. Sacrifice for Peace
 B. Lesson Context
 I. Founded in Faith (Romans 5:1-5)
 A. Peace Made with God (vv. 1-2)
 B. Love Poured into Hearts (vv. 3-5)
   Embrace the Struggle
 II. Died for Ungodly (Romans 5:6-8)
 A. !e Right Time (vv. 6-7)
 B. !e Right Sacrifice (v. 8)
   A Risky Investment
 III. Reconciled in Joy (Romans 5:9-11)
 A. Wrath Averted (v. 9)
 B. Salvation Awaiting (v. 10)
 C. Atonement Accepted (v. 11)
Conclusion
 A. Freedom from Fear
 B. Prayer
 C. !ought to Remember

Confident
 Hope

Unit 2: Faith and Salvation

L%**0&* 1–2
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inherited by ancestry, although such ancestry is 
not unimportant (see Romans 3:1-2; 9:4-5). Eter-
nal life, the life of salvation, is found only in a 
faith that trusts God to save us.

Abraham, the great patriarch of the Jews, was 
justified by faith (Romans 4:3, quoting Genesis 
15:6; see lesson 7). !us the idea of faith as the 
core element of one’s life is not a Christian innova-
tion. Faith is to be the foundation of our relation-
ship with God. But this was nothing new: faith 
was to have been central in the pre-Israel period, 
in the nation of Israel itself, and in the church. 
Having established these facts in Romans 1–4, 
Paul moved to implications, today’s text.

I. Founded in Faith
(R!"#$% ):&-))

A. Peace Made with God (vv. 1-2)
1. !erefore being justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Having established that the life of Abraham is 

relevant to the Christian, Paul uses the connect-
ing word therefore to signal two things. First, the 
phrase being justified by faith summarizes thoughts 
of Romans 1–4. 

Second, the phrase we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ introduces a theme 
that undergoes much expansion and explanation 
in the verses and chapters that follow. After hav-
ing sketched the dire condition of humanity in 
Romans 3:23 (“all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God”), the sun breaks through (or 
perhaps we should say, “Son”). Jesus “was deliv-
ered for our o+ences” and “was raised again for 
our justification” (Romans 4:25). We are justified 
by God’s actions, not ours. Our sins invite God’s 
wrath; our justification from Him by faith results 
in peace (compare Luke 2:14).

Perhaps you have heard various definitions of 
the word justification. One such is an appropri-
ate play on the word: being justified means being 

treated “just as if I’d” never sinned. God him-
self has provided the means for bridging the rift 
between Him and humanity, for making peace 
by satisfying the punishment for sin. !at means 
of peace is Jesus. As Paul has explained and will 
explain again, since God has forgiven our sins by 
means of a substitutionary atonement (the death 
of Jesus), no basis remains for God to impose pun-
ishment on those who accept His terms. Chris-
tians need not fear future judgment from God.

2a. By whom also we have access by faith 
into this grace wherein we stand.

!e central point is reinforced by use of the 
word grace. !ere are no “works” that gain our 
justification. Salvation has been provided by God. 
It is a gift that we must receive. Faith in Jesus gives 
us access to grace. A good way to remember the sig-
nificance of the word grace is to use its five letters 
to create this phrase:

God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense

What Do You Think?

Would you use the letters of the word grace to 
explain that concept to an unbeliever as God’s 
riches at Christ’s expense? Why, or why not?

Digging Deeper

Would you explain to an unbeliever that the word 
justified means “just-as-if-I’d never sinned”? 
Why, or why not?

2b. And rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
!e word hope as frequently used today is often 

at odds with how the Bible writers use the same 
word. Often people today use the word hope 
to express a desire that they know has very lit-
tle chance of becoming reality. !ey talk about 
something they would love to have or see happen, 
but they don’t know if it will ever happen. We 
hear the expression “One can only hope” in con-
texts of passive resignation where one feels carried 
along by a series of events that indicate an out-
come almost certain to be undesirable. !is kind 
of hope is a forlorn hope; it is not the kind the 
Bible talks about.

The New Testament uses the word hope in 
the sense of “confident expectation of something 
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good”; the word is never used in a sense of “fearful 
anticipation.” Rather, in Christ we rejoice in hope. 
What He has promised, He will do. 

For the one in Christ, there is no doubt. !e 
quality of hope hinges on the character of the one 
in whom hope is placed. What more needs to be 
said? We acquire true hope when we abandon the 
futile practice of trusting in ourselves to shape the 
future and put our future in the hands of God. 
When we are in Christ we have peace, grace, and 
hope. And there is more! !e concept of hope is 
so important to Paul that he uses the noun and 
verb forms of the word hope a total of 17 times in 
Romans alone!

B. Love Poured into Hearts (vv. 3-5)
3. And not only so, but we glory in tribula-

tions also: knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience. 

Here begins a teaching chain of character-
building virtues that form the core of the Chris-
tian life. We will have tribulation (John 16:33), 
hardship that could drive away all hope. But these 
troubles build our capacity for patience, a virtue 
close to the heart of our long-su+ering Lord (see 
Romans 9:22; 2 Peter 3:15). !is is not a pas-
sive resignation, but rather an active continuance 
(compare Romans 2:7). Di"culties teach us the 
value of waiting on the Lord (Psalm 37:7).

When faith is our guiding principle, what 
appears to be a very bad situation can yield good 
results. (Read Paul’s later a"rmation in Romans 
8:28.) Such results are not always immediately 
seen (see Genesis 45:4-8).

4a. And patience, experience.
!e word translated experience is an interest-

ing one, used seven times in the New Testament, 
and only by Paul. In addition to the two trans-
lations “experience” in our text, it is also trans-
lated “proof” (2 Corin thi ans 2:9; 13:3; Philippians 
2:22), “trial” (2 Corin thi ans 8:2), and “exper-
iment” (2 Corinthians 9:13). !e overall idea is 
that of being tested to determine (or improve) 
one’s mettle.

Testing in this regard comes from many direc-
tions and at various stages of life. Yet through the 
patient handling of circumstances, prayerful dis-

covery of solutions, and the discipline of waiting 
on the Lord, a wealth of experience is gained. 

4b. And experience, hope.
!at experience can provide hope not only to 

the one undergoing tribulations, but also to the 
one who needs a mentor in that regard, someone 
who’s “been there” (see 2 Corinthians 1:3-4). We 
live through hardship sustained by the hope that 
the Lord has the future in His hands. Our con-
fidence in the future can be based only on God’s 
faithfulness in the past. 

At this point, Paul may appear to be going in 
circles. But let us not think of this as a circle but 
as an advancing spiral. With each round of faith-
guided living—which blends trouble and joy and 
lessons learned—we gain strength. 

What Do You Think?

If you’re stuck at a particular stage in the 
sequence Paul mentions, what are some 
things you can do to get unstuck? 

Digging Deeper

What texts in addition to 1 Thessalonians 4:13 
help you see the biblical distinction between 
“hope” and “no hope”?

1 EMBRACE THE STRUGGLE 1
Twenty years ago, a neighborhood in my city 

was overrun with drugs, crime, and poverty. City 
officials sought out a person who had helped 
turn things around in a similar neighborhood 
by means of career-development training. Gail 
agreed to take on the challenge. Her first step was 
to buy an old liquor store as her headquarters in 
the heart of the community. 

Gail faced obstacles at first: little interest in 
training programs, break-ins, and drug parapher-
nalia left at the front door. Nevertheless, she per-
sisted. As she did, she saw success. People began 
completing her trainings successfully. !e neigh-
borhood began to change as people received better 
opportunities. !e property value of that build-
ing soared. 

Gail had stepped out with a biblical hope, and 
she watched God do the impossible. When we 
adopt a spirit of faithful hope in God in the midst 
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of adversity, He will develop our Christian charac-
ter through the process. How can you better yield 
to God in this regard? —L. H.-P.

What Do You Think?

When considering Romans 5:3 alongside James 
1:2-4 and 1 Peter 1:5-7, what changes do you 
need to make in reacting to situations that 
challenge your faith?

Digging Deeper

What other passages do you find most informa-
tive and convicting in this regard?

5. And hope maketh not ashamed; because 
the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

Paul’s clarion call in the book of Romans is “I 
am not ashamed of the gospel” (Romans 1:16). 
!e life of faith exudes confidence and trust. A 
nuance of the idea of not ashamed is to not be dis-
honored, which is how the same word is trans-
lated twice in 1 Corinthians 11:4-5. False fronts 
and false hopes lead to both. But authentic hope 
in the Lord and His faithfulness is neither. We are 
not fools to hope in the love of God.

!is hopeful, faithful approach to life is not self-
generated. God changes and empowers us by mak-
ing His love known in our hearts. He even provides 
the means for maintaining what He has given, 
namely, the Holy Ghost. It is He who gives us love 
and helps us grow in love. When love is clearly 
visible in the church, it is a sure sign of the Holy 
Spirit’s presence. Elsewhere, the giving of the Holy 
Spirit is pictured as being poured on people (see 
Isaiah 44:3; Ezekiel 39:29; Joel 2:29; Acts 10:45). 
!e Holy Spirit is not a reward, but a gift bestowed 
to empower us to act in love when and where that 
is not the normal human reaction. 

II. Died for Ungodly
(R!"#$% ):*-')

A. The Right Time (vv. 6-7)
6. For when we were yet without strength, in 

due time Christ died for the ungodly.
!e fact that Christ died for the ungodly is at 

the center of the Christian faith. !at was a mon-

strous crime, the murder of the innocent Son of 
God. Paul’s insight, though, is that while the ene-
mies of Jesus had nothing but malice in their 
hearts, God had planned all along for His Son’s 
death to be the means of salvation for humanity. 

!e high priest spoke better than he knew when 
he declared that it was better for one man to die 
than to have an entire nation perish (John 11:49-
53). And so it happened in due time—God’s time! 
Just as the timing of Jesus’ birth was no random 
chance (Galatians 4:4), neither was His death.

What Do You Think?

What is the single, most important lifestyle or 
prayer-habit change you need to make to 
live out your conviction that God’s timing is 
always perfect?

Digging Deeper

How does your response to the question associ-
ated with Romans 1:13 in lesson 6 factor in?

!e first three chapters of Romans deal with 
the fact that all sinned and are therefore unrigh-
teous, unjustified, and unholy. Paul was not 
speaking of careless morality or occasional mis-
takes. !e ungodly turn their backs on God and 
His expectations knowingly, willingly, and deci-
sively in their preference for sin and its tempo-
rary pleasures (compare Titus 3:3). But as Paul 
says in the beginning of the letter, the ungodly are 
without excuse for their sins (Romans 1:20). !at 
includes all of us.

7. For scarcely for a righteous man will one 
die: yet peradventure for a good man some 
would even dare to die.

What is the di+erence between a righteous man 
and a good man? Some would say that the righ-
teous man describes an especially pious individ-
ual who possesses a “holier-than-thou” attitude. 
He may be highly respected, but he is not the kind 
of person for whom someone else would be willing 
to die. !e good man would be someone whose 
good deeds make him a much more likable indi-
vidual, and thus someone for whom others would 
be more apt to die.

Others believe that there is basically no di+er-
ence between the righteous man and the good 
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man and that Paul is making the same claim in 
two ways. Under this proposal, the first part of the 
verse states Paul’s claim in a negative way; the sec-
ond then restates it, but in a more positive man-
ner. !e paradox of Christ’s dying for the ungodly 
contradicts reason as based on human experience. 
What sort of person would you be willing to die 
for? Paul knew there were possible examples: a 
parent dying for a child, a soldier dying for a com-
rade, etc. Still, the gist of Paul’s thought is this: 
people are not likely to give their lives on behalf 
of even the best of human beings.

B. The Right Sacrifice (v. 8)
8. But God commendeth his love toward us, 

in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.

In spite of our rebellion and ungodliness, God 
continues to love us. !is has nothing to do with 
our merit and everything to do with God’s charac-
ter (John 3:16-18; 1 John 4:16). God continues to 
love all sinners and desire their restoration to rela-
tionship with Him (2 Peter 3:9). !e willing and 
intentional sacrifice of God’s beloved Son is the 
supreme way that God commendeth his love toward 
us. !e death of Christ was the final and ultimate 
sacrifice for sins (see Hebrews 7:27). 

Christ did not wait until we were righteous our-
selves to die for us. When we were yet sinners, we 
could only wait for the harsh justice of God’s judg-
ment. But Jesus Christ died for our sins according 

to God’s plan as revealed in Scriptures (1 Corin-
thi ans 15:3). 

Jesus’ sacrifice emphatically illustrates one of 
His most radical teachings: that His followers 
should love their enemies (see Luke 6:27, 35; con-
trast Matthew 5:43). In the context of Jesus’ day, 
this included loving the despised Roman overlords 
who occupied the land. Love was to be extended 
also to fellow Jews who collaborated with the 
Roman occupiers. !e good news is that all our 
enemies can become one with us in Christ, part 
of the family of God.

1 A RISKY INVESTMENT 1
One of my wife’s grandmothers immigrated 

to America from Jamaica. Once she arrived, she 
worked hard and pursued her education, all the 
while raising three sons by herself. She invested 
wisely in buying a home, put money away for 
retirement, and had multiple streams of income. 
She did all this to build wealth for her family for 
generations to come. At her death, she left a siz-
able fortune that was inherited by her only surviv-
ing son and her grandchildren. But she could not 
know whether they would appreciate it or squan-
der what she had worked so hard for.

Christ’s work on the cross was intended to ben-
efit the entire world for generations to come. He 
knew that some would accept His sacrifice and 
that others would spurn it. Yet He made the sac-
rifice anyway. 

In what ways do you still do a disservice to 
Christ’s o+er by living contrary to His will?

 — L. H.-P.

III. Reconciled in Joy
(R!"#$% ):.-&&)

A. Wrath Averted (v. 9)
9. Much more then, being now justified 

by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him.

!e substitutionary death of Jesus paid the price 
for our sins, a price we could never pay on our 
own. We are now counted as righteous because 
we are justified by his blood. We can be at peace 
with God. !e work of Christ has been done. We 
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are new creatures (2 Corinthians 5:17), we wear a 
new name, and we have a new destiny. Even so, 
that destiny will not be realized fully until our 
time in our present world is finished and our time 
in Heaven has begun.

Because of Jesus’ work, our faith, and God’s 
grace, we no longer need fear the future. We 
respect the mighty wrath of God, but we do not 
fear it because we have forgiveness through faith 
in Jesus. !us our past, present, and future are all 
in God’s hands.

B. Salvation Awaiting (v. 10)
10a. For if, when we were enemies, we were 

reconciled to God by the death of his Son.
The ungodly, the unrepentant sinners, are 

still enemies of God. Sin severed the relationship 
between sinner and Creator. But God has pro-
vided the way by which those who are separated 
from Him can come back. !e new relationship 
is one of being reconciled. Salvation involves being 
returned to an ongoing relationship with God. 
Reconciliation comes only and always by the death 
of his Son.

10b. Much more, being reconciled, we shall 
be saved by his life.

Now that Jesus is alive and reigning as Lord, 
how much more will He help those who have 
accepted His gift of salvation! We can have no 
doubt that Jesus will return and complete God’s 
plan of redemption. Jesus’ resurrected life and 
reign is the firm basis for the assured hope of our 
own resurrection. If our hope in Christ goes only 
as far as this life, then we are to be pitied for hav-
ing believed a lie (1 Corin thi ans 15:17-18).

C. Atonement Accepted (v. 11)
11. And not only so, but we also joy in God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we 
have now received the atonement.

Paul’s phrase and not only so is an expression 
meaning “there is more.” We have been reconciled 
(reunited) with God. We have been saved from sin 
and death by means of His grace. As a result, we 
can have joy. Like hope, joy is not a mere fleeting 
emotion; rather, it is a constant sense of gratitude 
and praise for all that God has done and will do.

!is joyous reaction comes when we focus on 
God’s great gift to us. We have now received the 
atonement that results in being restored children 
of God. !e hostilities have ceased. We are no lon-
ger enemies of God or slaves to the fear of death. 
!rough our faith in Jesus Christ, our hope is 
secure, and our joy is complete. All of what Paul 
described comes through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

What Do You Think?

How would you explain to an unbeliever that 
having peace with God comes only through 
Christ?

Digging Deeper

How will you prepare for a “Surely a loving God 
would not . . .” kind of reaction?

Conclusion

A. Freedom from Fear 
On a grand scale, we understand the truth of 

Jesus’ teaching: the God of all creation chooses to 
love and save His enemies rather than hate and 
destroy them (John 3:16-17)—at least for now 
(Romans 2:5-9). But we must take that grand 
scale down to the level of the individual person, 
beginning with ourselves. 

Although we live in fearful times, we are not 
to fear the future. !ough people around us fear 
many things—being laid o+, losing loved ones, 
catastrophic weather, etc.—we are not to let fear 
of such things control us. !e key always is to 
focus on the future Christ has prepared for us 
(John 14:2), made possible by the price for peace 
that Jesus paid on the cross. 

B. Prayer
Father, we stand amazed at Your love for us, 

and we praise You for it. Our hope is in You for 
having redeemed our past, giving meaning to our 
present, and delivering us into our future. In Jesus’ 
name we rejoice and pray. Amen.

C. Thought to Remember
Christ’s death has brought about 

our peace with God.
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson

Invite learners in groups of two or three to 
choose some newspapers and magazines from a 
stack you bring to class. Request that they search 
for stories and pictures of situations where peace is 
desperately needed. State that these can be inter-
national conflicts, disagreements between indi-
viduals, or private psychological problems. After 
several minutes, invite each group to describe or 
show one or two examples to the class as a whole. 
(Option. Include smartphone searches.)

Alternative. Initiate the “conversation circles” 
technique on page 232 of the spring 2021 quar-
ter (or another technique of your choosing). As 
you do, distribute on handouts (you prepare) fea-
turing the following two questions for discussion 
within groups: In what ways is the world more at 
peace today than it was when you were a child? In 
what ways is it less? 

After each member in each group has been 
allowed one minute to respond to the question, 
reconvene for whole-class summaries. Lead into 
Bible study by saying, “!e discussions so far have 
focused on peace between humans. As important 
as that topic is, there’s a peace more vital still.”

Into the Word

Write the following thought starter on the 
board as part one of a multistage study:

I have confidence in my salvation because . . .

Have learners work within their groups to dis-
cover the single reason for their salvation. Expect 
groups to identify the answer in Romans 5:8: 
“Christ died for us.” !ose who are more biblically 
knowledgeable may also mention 5:9, “justified by 
his blood.” Expect that response to this question, 
which you write on the board as a follow-on: 

Why was Christ’s death necessary for our salvation? 

Use this question as a springboard for groups’ 

diving deeper into what the words justify, justi-
fied, justifier, and justification mean. References to 
include on handouts (you prepare in the form of 
a notetaker) are Romans 3:28; 4:2, 5, 25; 5:1, 9, 
16, 18; 8:30, 33; 10:10; 1 Corinthians 6:11; Gala-
tians 2:16-17; 3:11, 24; 5:4. (Verses in bold are 
part of this week’s lesson, verses underlined are 
part of last week’s, and the verse italicized is part 
of next week’s.)

For the third and final stage of the study, dis-
tribute handouts (you prepare) that feature this 
listing:

3 Verses 1-2: faith, peace, grace, hope
3 Verses 3-8: patience, experience, hope, love
3 Verses 9-10: blood, reconciled, wrath
3 Verse 11: joy, atonement
Include printed instructions to determine how 

each word relates to the wordgroup justify, justi-
fied, justifier, and justification, just studied. (Since 
this can be quite time-consuming, consider giving 
each of four groups just one segment of the list-
ing.) If learners struggle getting started, give a hint 
by suggesting they pay close attention to the prep-
ositions by, in, from, through, with, etc.

Into Life

Challenge learners to identify someone who 
could help them move along the maturity path 
of Romans 5:3-5. Ask, in whole-class discussion, 
how such a mentor is like and unlike an athletic 
coach. (Option: Precede this challenge by distrib-
uting copies of the “From Alphabetical to . . .” 
exercise from the activity page, which you can 
download; allow one minute for learners to com-
plete it individually, Bibles closed, before whole-
class discussion.)

Option. Distribute copies of the “How Do We 
Know?” exercise on the activity page as a take-
home exercise. Encourage its completion by prom-
ising to discuss class members’ conclusions as class 
begins next week.
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11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever 
believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

12 For there is no di"erence between the Jew 
and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is 
rich unto all that call upon him.

13 For whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.

14 How then shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? and how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard? 

and how shall they hear without a 
preacher?

15 And how shall they preach, 
except they be sent? as it is written, 
How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the gospel of peace, and 
bring glad tidings of good things!

16 But they have not all obeyed 
the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, 
who hath believed our report?

17 So then faith cometh by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of God.

Romans 10:5-17
5 For Moses describeth the righteousness 

which is of the law, !at the man which doeth 
those things shall live by them.

6 But the righteousness which is of faith 
speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, 
Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring 
Christ down from above:)

7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that 
is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.)

8 But what saith it? !e word is nigh thee, 
even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart: that is, the word of faith, 
which we preach;

9 !at if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.

10 For with the heart man 
believ eth unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.

Devotional Reading: Psalm 19:1-14
Background Scripture: Romans 10:5-17

Salvation
Available for All

August 1
Lesson 9 (KJV)

Key Verse
Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. —Romans 10:13
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Introduction

A. Rejoice, We Conquer!
When the Persian fleet and army threatened 

the Greek peninsula in 490 BC, the leaders in 
Athens knew that they had to rally their forces 
to meet this threat. !ere seemed to be no hope, 
for the Persians vastly outnumbered the Greeks. 
!erefore, the elders of Athens decided to send an 
entreaty to the king of Sparta, a traditional enemy, 
to ask for help. 

!ey sent a man named Philippides (sometimes 
spelled Pheidippides) as their emissary. He was a 
professional herald and long-distance runner. Leg-
end has it that Philippides ran to Sparta and back 
to Athens in four days, a nearly 300-mile round 
trip. He returned with the news that the Spar-
tans could not help. !e Athenians had no time 
to wait, so they marched their forces to the plains 
of Marathon. !ere they ambushed the invaders 
and won a great victory over the numerically supe-
rior Persian army. 

After this triumph at Marathon, Philippides 
was again called on. !is time he ran 26 miles 
back to Athens to announce the victory to his 
defenseless and terrified city. Legend has it that 
he arrived at the city gates with only enough life 
left to utter “Rejoice, we conquer!” before falling 
dead. His death was tragic, but his dramatic mes-
sage was truly good news for the unprotected city. 
Some good news is worth the sacrificing for!

B. Lesson Context
In Romans 9 Paul introduced a new subject in 

his letter: the place of the Jews in God’s redemp-
tive plan. His discussion sprang from his personal 
passion for his people (he calls the Jews his “breth-
ren” and his “kinsmen according to the flesh” 
(9:3) and his desire that they know the Christ who 
has done so much for him (9:1-5).

!at concern continues in Romans 10, which 
begins with Paul writing, “Brethren, my heart’s 
desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they 
might be saved.” !e apostle described his fel-
low Jews as zealous, yet lacking knowledge. !eir 
desire to follow the Law of Moses and thereby 
pursue “their own righteousness” (10:3) was ill-

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to: 
1. Identify several Old Testament passages 

Paul uses to make his argument.
2. Explain the danger of isolating the Key 

Verse from its context.
3. Create a personal plan for better supporting 

for the spread of the gospel through use of time, 
talent, and/or treasure.

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A. Rejoice, We Conquer!
 B. Lesson Context
 I. Preaching the Word (Romans 10:5-13)
 A. Ascending and Descending (vv. 5-7)
   No Mountain High Enough
 B. Confessing and Believing (vv. 8-10)
 C. Calling and Saving (vv. 11-13)
   Seeing as God Sees
 II. Telling the Gospel (Romans 10:14-17)
 A. Sending and Preaching (vv. 14-15)
 B. Hearing and Obeying (vv. 16-17)
Conclusion
 A. Where Does Faith Come From?
 B. Prayer
 C. !ought to Remember

Confident
 Hope

Unit 2: Faith and Salvation

L%**0&* 1–2
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founded, now that “Christ is the end of the law 
for righteousness to every one that believeth” 
(10:4). A new way, the way of salvation—by grace 
through faith—was open for all to accept. But, 
sadly, many of Paul’s “kinsmen according to the 
flesh” (9:3) rejected it.

Paul then proceeded to contrast righteousness 
based on keeping the law with righteousness avail-
able through faith. 

I. Preaching the Word
(R!"#$% &(:)-&-)

A. Ascending and Descending (vv. 5-7)
5. For Moses describeth the righteousness 

which is of the law, !at the man which doeth 
those things shall live by them.

!ere are only two potential ways to obtain 
righteousness, or a right standing, with God: (1) by 
keeping the law perfectly or (2) by receiving grace 
through faith. Moses is recognized as Israel’s law-
giver. So it is fitting to cite him as an authority on 
lawkeeping. 

!e law is what defines sin and righteousness. 
!e verse that Paul quoted implies that complete 
obedience to the law will result in life because a 
person so doing will be righteous (Leviticus 18:5; 
see also Romans 2:13 and Galatians 3:12). But 
Paul has already shown that no one obeys the law 
perfectly (Romans 3:23), so there is no one who 
can achieve righteousness through keeping the law 
(Romans 3:20). 

!e principle of righteousness by lawkeeping 
places the responsibility squarely on our shoulders. 
If a person obeyed every aspect of the law perfectly, 
then he or she would earn a right standing before 
God. But that if is huge—it never happens!

6-7. But the righteousness which is of faith 
speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, 
Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to 
bring Christ down from above:) Or, Who shall 
descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up 
Christ again from the dead.)

Paul has already drawn a distinction between 
the “law . . . of works” and the “law of faith” 
(Romans 3:27). He used this framework again 
in today’s text, but this time the terminology is 

adjusted slightly to be “righteousness which is of 
law” (10:5, above) vs. riotousness which is of faith. 
!is contrast is also found in Philippians 3:6-9.

To stress the distinction, Paul draws on imag-
ery from Deuteronomy 9:4; 30:12-14 to illus-
trate the nature of righteousness based on law: 
it’s like trying to ascend into heaven in order to 
bring Christ down from above or attempting to 
descend into the deep in order to bring up Christ 
… from the dead. 

!e imagery is not an exact quote from those 
Old Testament passages. !erefore Paul should be 
seen as giving an inspired application of those texts 
for the era of the new covenant. In so doing, he 
establishes that the righteousness obtained by faith 
is not based on our deeds or works of law. Even 
if we could perform supernatural actions such as 
those described in those passages, that would not 
be enough to gain right standing with God.

Some Bible commentators have noted the sig-
nificance of Paul’s use of the book of Deuteron-
omy to make his case for righteousness by faith. 
Moses spoke the words of Deuteronomy when the 
Israelites were on the brink of entering the prom-
ised land. He wanted to impress on the people the 
covenant that God had made with them. Here 
in Romans, Paul desired to impress on his Jewish 
readers the reality of the new covenant that God 
has established. Just as God brought His word to 
Israel through Moses (see Deuteronomy 30:11-
14), God has now revealed His living Word in the 
person of Jesus Christ, whom Paul had already 
declared to be “the end of the law” (Romans 10:4; 
compare Colossians 2:14). 

!us it is not by good works or devoted e+orts 
that righteousness with God is obtained. Salvation 
is not the result of our perfection or hard work. 
Salvation is the result of Christ’s sacrifice as the 
lamb “without spot” (Hebrews 9:14) in our place. 
Indeed, we do not have to bring Christ down; 
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He has already come down! Nor do we have to 
bring Him up from the grave; God has done that 
(Romans 8:11).

1 NO MOUNTAIN HIGH ENOUGH 1
Yearly pilgrimages are part of certain faith 

expressions. In Mexico, pilgrims crawl toward 
the shrine that supposedly marks the place where 
the mother of Jesus is said to have appeared. In 
Greece, some travel to a statue that is believed to 
have miraculous healing powers. And in Tibet pil-
grims travel for days, even months, to reach the 
“holy city” of Lhasa. !ese trips can result in self-
imposed hardships. But they are considered valu-
able because people believe they will be greatly 
blessed by completing a pilgrimage.

Paul assured us that we do not have to do any 
of that. !ere are no great lengths that Christians 
need to go to in order to reach God. No level of 
su+ering is required to draw near to Him. Christ 
has endured all the su+ering necessary. 

!ere is indeed su+ering in this life, and the 
Lord asks us to endure it. But faith tells us God is 
always in reach. Are you spending time and e+ort 
to draw near to Him when Christ has already 
done that for you? —P. M.

B. Confessing and Believing (vv. 8-10)
8. But what saith it? !e word is nigh thee, 

even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the 
word of faith, which we preach.

We do not need to travel to Heaven or the deep 
because the word we need is near. It is as close as 
our mouths and our hearts (Deuteronomy 30:14). 
Paul always preached justification by faith, not 
works. !ese Old Testament references continued 
here reveal that the law itself testifies to Christ. 

What Do You Think?

Considering Paul’s numerous quotations from 
the Old Testament in this lesson, what lifelong 
plan can you set in motion to develop your 
own ever-greater expertise in Scripture?

Digging Deeper

What emphasis on breadth vs. depth should you 
adopt? Why?

9. !at if thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved.

Paul used Moses’ comment about the mouth 
to explain a foundational reality of how the way 
of faith works. Paul expected that those who 
embraced his message would respond in two 
ways. First, they would use their mouths to con-
fess that Jesus is Lord (compare Matthew 10:32-
33). !ose who do so acknowledge that Jesus is 
Lord of all creation and our master in all things. 
!is is the core of faith, the open door to the law 
of righteousness.

Second, Paul’s preaching called sinners to have 
a change in heart. When we do, we put aside the 
faulty reasoning of the world regarding the nature 
of death (compare 1 Corinthians 15; Colossians 
2:20; etc.). Instead, we believe in our heart that 
Jesus is risen from the dead. !e facts of history 
form the basis for our willingness to acknowledge 
Jesus as Lord. 

Notice the requirement of both an external 
response (confessing the Lord Jesus) and an inter-
nal one (believing in one’s heart). !ese should not 
be considered works in order to earn righteousness 
(Ephesians 2:8-10), but as expressions of faith that 
accept the righteousness God is eager to give.

10. For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation.

Paul moves to implications or result. We should 
not be fooled by the simplicity of these expec-
tations. To mouth the words, “Jesus is Lord,” 
appears to be easy, but to say this with a heart 
of faith will result in a life-changing experience 
and a new direction. To believe that Jesus is risen 
from the dead seems straightforward enough, but 
it requires faith in an event that defies personal 
experience. !is is the pathway of faith (compare 
John 20:25-29).

Before we move on, we note that just because 
this verse says nothing about baptism or repen-
tance does not mean that Paul considered those 
to be insignificant (compare Romans 2:4; 6:3-4). 
In the context of Romans 10, Paul focused in par-
ticular on the heart and the mouth to emphasize 
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that becoming right with God does not require 
the kind of e+orts described in 10:6-7.

Both believing and confessing are meant to 
be more than one-time actions associated with 
becoming a Christian. Faith in Jesus and confes-
sion of Him as Lord must become the hallmarks 
of a Christ-centered life. While living a godly life 
is crucial, we must also be able to put our faith 
into words.

What Do You Think?

What mismatches between your heart and your 
mouth need to be resolved? When will you 
start the repair job?

Digging Deeper

Should you seek the help of another, or is this 
strictly a do-it-yourself job? Why?

C. Calling and Saving (vv. 11-13)
11. For the scripture saith, Whosoever believ-

eth on him shall not be ashamed.
Paul quoted the last part of Isaiah 28:16 here 

and in Romans 9:33. But if we look up this pas-
sage in Isaiah we may be confused because in 
the KJV it says “he that believeth shall not make 
haste.” !e solution comes in realizing that Paul 
quoted from the Greek version of the Old Testa-
ment, known as the Septuagint. For the last word 
in the quote, that version uses a verb that means 
ashamed; this word was a favorite of Paul’s—19 of 
the New Testament’s 35 uses of this word and its 
variants occur in his letters.

In context, Isaiah 28:16 as a whole prophesied 
the coming Messiah to be “a foundation a stone, 
a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foun-
dation.” Paul used that promise to say that those 
who correctly understand God’s work in sending 
His Messiah are wise to respond in faith. 

12. For there is no di"erence between the 
Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all 
is rich unto all that call upon him.

Jews and Gentiles enter into God’s promise 
on the same basis—through faith in Christ. !is 
included everyone, for a person was either a Jew 
or a non-Jew (Gentile). Jews did not have exclusive 
rights to God, for He is the same Lord to all peo-

ple (compare Acts 17:24-28). Jews did not have a 
monopoly on the privilege of having faith in God, 
even though the promise came through one of 
their prophets. !e one God is rich (generous and 
gracious) to anyone who calls upon him.

1 SEEING AS GOD SEES 1
A close friend of mine was set to marry a won-

derful Christian man a few years after they both 
experienced devastating divorces. She was ecstatic. 
But she also feared that she might not treat his 
seven children like she did her two children. 

One day, she was watching his daughters play 
at the park and turned away for just a moment 
when she heard a desperate “Mommy, Mommy, 
Mommy!” Instantly she jumped to her feet, 
searching the empty park, heart in her throat. 

She found them huddled together where the 
park gave way to desert. !e girls had stumbled 
into a cholla cactus, which were covered in nee-
dles. She was indescribably relieved that nothing 
more serious had happened, and she cried as she 
tenderly ministered to them. 

It was then she knew her fears were unfounded. 
!ese were her children, no matter the bloodline. 
Paul taught the same thing: there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek to the heavenly Father. 
Do you view people as He does? —P. M.

13. For whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.

Paul quotes Joel 2:32 to reinforce the prom-
ise of grace to those who call upon the name of 
the Lord (also see Acts 2:21). !is is a common 
expression in the Old Testament to include active 
prayer and worship on the part of a believer. !e 
first instance of this, recorded in Genesis 4:26, is 
usually understood as the first time that men and 
women sought to worship the Lord in a deliber-
ate manner. 

Being saved is another way to talk about being 
declared righteous, being justified, or being for-
given. It includes being reconciled to God 
(Romans 5:10). Here Paul’s inclusion of the idea of 
calling brings together the act of faith in the heart 
and confession with the lips, the verbal expression 
of faith leading to salvation.
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What Paul addressed here was central to his 
agenda, because he, a Jew, was Christ’s apostle to 
the Gentiles (Romans 15:16; 1 Timothy 2:7). All 
people must come to God through Christ in faith. 
Gentiles had not been born into Israel, the old- 
covenant people of God. Even so, for all people 
there was only “one body, and one Spirit, . . . one 
hope . . . one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
God and Father” (Ephesians 4:4-6).

II. Telling the Gospel
(R!"#$% &(:&,-&+)

A. Sending and Preaching (vv. 14-15)
14. How then shall they call on him in whom 

they have not believed? and how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard? 
and how shall they hear without a preacher? 

For Paul, preaching the gospel was primary. It 
was good news, the greatest message in history! 
But how could “whosoever” believe in Christ if 
His message was unknown to them?

God has chosen to use human instruments 
to convey His message. !is seems to have been 
His preferred method of operation even back 
into Old Testament times (examples: Isaiah 6:8; 
Jeremiah 1:5; Ezekiel 22:30). And so it still is. 
!e good news has to be proclaimed, and that 
requires a preacher to take the message to those 
who have not heard. !e Greek word translated 
preacher describes a herald or an announcer who 

runs ahead of a king and proclaims what the king 
wishes others to know (compare Daniel 3:4). Cer-
tainly, the task of preaching can be done by any 
Christian who tells the good news to someone 
else. At the same time, there must be those who 
will devote their lives to preaching and teaching in 
the setting of the local church. !e church always 
needs those willing to answer such a calling. And 
those who are ready to do so need to be supported 
and sent, as the next verse indicates. 

15. And how shall they preach, except they 
be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the 
feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, 
and bring glad tidings of good things!

Paul quoted from Isaiah again (see Romans 
10:11, above), this time from a text that visual-
izes a herald returning to Jerusalem, running up 
the mountains in full view of the citizens crowd-
ing the wall of the city (Isaiah 52:7). !e herald 
runs up the mountain of Jerusalem to announce a 
victory over an enemy (compare the lesson’s Intro-
duction). In Isaiah, the herald’s words are simple: 
“!y God reigneth!” 

We, the church, have the good news of salva-
tion. We proclaim this through our songs, ser-
mons, confessions of faith, celebrations of the 
Lord’s Supper, and submission to baptism. But 
ultimately, Jesus wants us to carry His message 
to the world; we call this charge the “Great Com-
mission” (see Matthew 28:18-20). !e church also 
plays a vital part in sending, as illustrated by Barn-
abas and Saul (later renamed Paul), who were sent 
by the church in Antioch on their first missionary 
journey (Acts 13:1-3). 

What Do You Think?

What more can you do in a role of being either 
one sent to preach or of supporting those sent 
to preach? 

Digging Deeper

What factors should you help your church 
consider regarding relative emphases on 
local, national, and international evangelis-
tic efforts?

!ose who bear such good news are pictured as 
having beautiful . . . feet. Usually the heralds who 
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traveled many miles to convey a message arrived 
at their destinations with dusty, dirty feet. !e 
appearance of their feet per se was anything but 
beautiful; beauty was to be found in the contents 
of the message delivered. Later Paul described the 
Christian’s armor as including “feet shod with 
the preparation of the gospel of peace” (Ephe-
sians 6:15).

B. Hearing and Obeying (vv. 16-17)
16. But they have not all obeyed the gospel. 

For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our 
report? 

Again, the words of Isaiah are cited. !is verse, 
from Isaiah 53:1, comes in the context of one of 
the most powerful messianic prophecies in the 
Old Testament. But this particular passage warns 
us of a harsh reality that can dampen the enthusi-
asm of preaching and sending: not everyone who 
hears our message will receive it gladly. In the con-
text of Romans, Paul lamented the fact that so 
many of his fellow Jews neither believed nor obeyed 
the gospel. 

!e reference to obedience is not used in the 
sense of works that cause the worker to have 
earned something. Rather, the thought is along 
the lines of what might be called “gospel com-
mands”—actions associated with receiving salva-
tion or living it out (example: Acts 2:38).

17. So then faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.

Paul’s ministry is driven by a simple fact: people 
who have never heard the gospel have no oppor-
tunity to believe the gospel. !e word of God 
must be preached for it to be heard! In the pro-
cess, some will believe and some will not believe 
(Acts 18:5-8; etc.). But no one will believe the gos-
pel where there is no proclamation of the gospel. 
An unshared, unpreached gospel is an unreceived 
 gospel —which is no gospel at all. 

It is up to the church, the body of Christ, to see 
that everyone hears about Jesus. !at means mis-
sionaries, sent and supported. !at means teach-
ers, trained and developed. !at means preachers, 
educated and willing. 

Many “parachurch” organizations can help 
accomplish these important tasks, but the local 

church remains God’s primary appointed vehicle 
for making it possible for men and women to hear 
the Word of God. !e old saying “Preach the gos-
pel at all times. When necessary, use words” is 
defective because it places the use of words in a 
secondary position. Words are primary!

What Do You Think?

How would you respond to someone who, quot-
ing Edgar Guest (1881–1959), says, “I’d rather 
see a sermon than hear one any day”?

Digging Deeper

What role should 1 Timothy 4:15 and 1 Peter 
2:12 play in this discussion of Romans 10:17?

Conclusion

A. Where Does Faith Come From?
Faith comes from hearing the gospel, a mes-

sage proclaimed by preachers. Christ must be 
preached as having been crucified as the substitu-
tionary atonement sacrifice for sin (1 Corinthians 
1:23), and as having risen again for our assured 
hope (15:4). !e church will always need preach-
ers who faithfully proclaim the gospel.

!ough many of us are not preachers by voca-
tion, we are still representatives of Christ. If you 
are praying for opportunities to spread the gospel, 
God will surely answer your prayers! 

What Do You Think?

Which concept in today’s lesson most highlights 
a need for improvement in your level of Bible 
knowledge? Why?

Digging Deeper

What specific, time-bound steps can you take to 
bring about that improvement?

B. Prayer
Mighty God, may we be faithful to preach the 

gospel. May our faith in Jesus never waver in so 
doing. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

C. Thought to Remember
Spread the gospel so others may believe.
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson

Write this question on the board: 

What is the best news you ever received?

Have learners pair up (with someone other than 
a family member) to share responses. After two 
minutes, reconvene for whole-class reporting of 
results by partners (that is, class members don’t 
share their own responses).

Transition to Bible study by saying, “Today we 
will consider the best news that was ever experi-
enced by the world. We will also consider how 
that news must be shared with those who haven’t 
heard it.”

Into the Word

To groups of three or four, distribute handouts 
(you create) that feature a blank chart that looks 
like this:

Moses Isaiah Joel

Verse(s) in 
Rom 10:5-17

Quoted from 
where

Have printed at the top this title as a prompt for 
filling in the chart: Where and from where Paul 
used the Old Testament in Romans 10:5-17.

Encourage learners to use study Bibles, inter-
net resources, etc., to identify the references. 
(Expected responses: Moses–verse 5, from Leviti-
cus 18:5; verses 6-8, from Deuteronomy 30:12-14; 
Isaiah–verse 11, from Isaiah 28:16; verse 15, from 
Isaiah 52:7; verse 16, from Isaiah 53:1; Joel–verse 
13, from Joel 2:32)

After reaching consensus in the ensuing whole-
class discussion, announce that a what’s so should 
be followed by a so what? Then immediately 
become personally silent to create an expectation 
for student responses. Do not be hasty in reliev-

ing the silence by o+ering hints, etc.! Wait at least 
15 seconds before doing so. Jot student responses 
on the board. Follow each suggestion by asking 
for a reason.

Alternative or Option. Distribute copies of 
Romans 10:5-17 with these instructions: 

1–Underline every verb in the text. 
2–Circle every verb that tells how we are to respond 

to the gospel. 
3–Put a star beside each verb that indicates our 

responsibility to share the gospel. 
Ask learners to complete the first task individ-

ually. !en, in groups, half the class can complete 
the second task while the other half completes the 
third task. Reconvene for a discussion of results.

Into Life

Invite a guest to speak to your class about your 
congregation’s missionary outreach. Ask for a brief 
report, including challenges, progress, and ongoing 
needs. Discuss how members of your class can help.

Next, write these three words on the board:

Time. Talent. Treasure. 

Ask students, in pairs, to discuss how they 
individually could use each of these three gifts to 
spread the gospel more e+ectively. (Perhaps assign 
each word to a di+erent third of the class.) After 
two or three minutes, ask class members to share 
ideas. Say: “Which of these gifts will you person-
ally commit to use more fully to send or take the 
good news to those who have not accepted it?”

Option 1. Distribute copies of the “Amaz-
ing Stats” exercise from the activity page, which 
you can download, for study pairs to complete as 
indicated. Option 2. Do the same thing with the 
“Amazing Quotes” exercise.

After several minutes, ask volunteers to share 
their discussion with the whole class. Close with 
prayers for your congregation’s e+orts to share the 
gospel across cultures and around the world.
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prepared an ark to the saving of his house; 
by the which he condemned the world, and 
became heir of the righteousness which is by 
faith.

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called 
to go out into a place which he should after 
receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he 
went out, not knowing whither he went.
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

13 These all died in faith, not having 
received the promises, but having seen them 
afar off, and were persuaded of them, and 
embraced them, and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

14 For they that say such things declare 
plainly that they seek a country.

15 And truly, if they had been mindful of 
that country from whence they came out, they 
might have had opportunity to have returned.

16 But now they desire a better country, that 
is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed 
to be called their God: for he hath prepared for 
them a city. 

Hebrews 11:1-8, 13-16
1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped 

for, the evidence of things not seen.
2 For by it the elders obtained a good report.
3 Through faith we understand that the 

worlds were framed by the word of God, so 
that things which are seen were not made of 
things which do appear.

4 By faith Abel o"ered unto God a more 
excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he 
obtained witness that he was righteous, God 
testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead 
yet speaketh.

5 By faith Enoch was translated that he 
should not see death; and was not found, 
because God had translated him: for before 
his translation he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God.

6 But without faith it is impossible to please 
him: for he that cometh to God must believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him.

7 By faith Noah, being warned of God 
of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, 

Devotional Reading: Hebrews 11:32-40
Background Scripture: Hebrews 11; 13:1-19

A Necessary
Faith
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Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. —Hebrews 11:1



Introduction

A. The Power of Examples
We live in an age that puts little stock in heroes. 

!is might seem to be a strange assertion on the 
surface. After all, superhero movies have domi-
nated at the box o"ce for several years now. Con-
sider, though, that the characters at the center 
of these movies are in categories all their own — 
amazing to watch but impossible to imitate.

It is much more common in our storytelling 
to play up the flaws and the personal weaknesses 
of those heroes who might be realistically pre-
sented as worthy of imitation. It is also common 
to highlight the antihero. !is is a central figure 
who lacks traditional heroic qualities.

!is tendency carries over into the world outside 
of the cinema. Longstanding cultural heroes are 
regularly brought up for reevaluation and found 
wanting, etc. Today’s text presents challenges: In 
what ways are the historical figures in our lesson 
worthy of emulating as faith heroes despite their 
weaknesses? Should the designation antihero be 
applied to any? Or is there even such a thing as 
an antihero in a biblical sense? So many questions!

B. Lesson Context 
Older commentaries on Hebrews focus on 

a limited set of questions regarding authorship, 
recipients, and its worthiness to be considered 
Scripture. For example, a well-known commen-
tary published in 1876 made an extended argu-
ment for authorship by the apostle Paul, a position 
held by almost no one in our own day. 

In keeping with scholarship of the day, the 
author went on to assert with confidence that the 
letter was addressed to Jewish converts to Chris-
tianity in Palestine. Finally, the writer argued for 
the book’s inclusion in Scripture on four bases: it 
(1) was written by Paul, (2) was quoted as Scrip-
ture, (3) is found in the oldest versions of Scrip-
ture, and (4) features internal evidences for such 
inclusion (namely, its teaching is in harmony with 
the rest of Scripture).

With the passing of a century and a half since 
publication of that commentary, we can assert 
that we know both more and less about the back-

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to: 
1. State the definition of faith. 
2. Explain the meaning and significance of 

the key verse.
3. List one change each in the categories of 

thought, behavior, and speech by which he or 
she will become more of a stranger to the world.

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A. !e Power of Examples
 B. Lesson Context
 I. The Meaning of Faith (Hebrews 11:1-3)
 A. !ings Hoped For, Not Seen (vv. 1-2)
 B. !ings Created (v. 3)
 II. Examples of Faith (Hebrews 11:4-8)
 A. Abel (v. 4)
 B. Enoch (vv. 5-6)
 C. Noah (v. 7)
   Hellfire and Brimstone
 D. Abraham (v. 8)
 III. The Goal of Faith (Hebrews 11:13-16)
 A. Promises Far O+ (v. 13)
 B. A Country Not Visible (vv. 14-15)
 C. A City God Prepares (v. 16)
   Looking for the City
Conclusion
 A. Imitators of the Faithful
 B. Prayer
 C. !ought to Remember
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ground of Hebrews than we did then. Modern 
commentaries reflect the wealth of knowledge that 
we now have about the Jewish and Greek cultural, 
philosophical, and religious environment in which 
the letter was written. All of this enriches our 
understanding of the letter, but gets us no closer 
to an answer to some of the most basic questions 
that we still have. Chief among those is the ques-
tion of who wrote it.

Even though no author is specified, a better 
understanding of the contexts mentioned above 
and of the rhetorical skill that lies behind the com-
position of the letter tells us a lot about the author. 
!e person was educated, based on the quality of 
the Greek writing. !e author also knew Greek 
culture and philosophy, interacting with both in 
argument and examples. 

Although Hebrews 11 is often treated as a stand-
alone unit of Scripture, it is important to note that 
the writer of the letter has been building toward it 
by the time it is reached. Although we do not cover 
them in today’s lesson, the themes of faith and 
patient endurance, touched on in Hebrews 10:35-
39, provide the launching point for the discussion 
of faith in chapter 11. We can see the author build-
ing on the idea of faith as pilgrimage as far back as 
chapters 3 and 4. With that, we turn to the text.

I. The Meaning of Faith
(H01203% &&:&--)

A. Things Hoped For, Not Seen (vv. 1-2)
1. Now faith is the substance of things hoped 

for, the evidence of things not seen.
!e phrase things hoped for reminds us of the 

centrality of hope in the overall argument of this 
letter (example: Hebrews 6:16-20). For that mat-
ter, it reminds us of the way in which faith and 
hope are linked throughout the New Testament 
(examples: 1 Corin thi ans 13:13; Galatians 5:5; 
Colossians 1:5, 23). !e phrase things not seen calls 
to mind the Platonic philosophical distinction 
between the visible and the invisible, the material 
and the spiritual. In this line of thinking, those 
things that are invisible are more real and are actu-
ally perfected, whereas physical objects are only 
shadows of the real things. Although Platonic phi-

losophy is not Christian thinking, we can a"rm 
that the spiritual realm is real, has consequences in 
the lives we live now, and o+ers greater hope than 
what we experience in our physical lives today.

But what does it mean that faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, or that it is the evidence of things 
not seen? !e meanings are much disputed since 
there are various possibilities for translating the 
Greek words behind substance and evidence. It 
seems best to understand substance as something 
like “basis for trust or conviction.” !is can be 
thought of as a financial metaphor. !e substance 
is like a down payment that serves to give confi-
dence that the full amount will be forthcoming.

The word evidence, for its part, seems best 
understood as “proof” or even “demonstration.” 
We can’t go anywhere else in the New Testament 
to support this conclusion since the Greek word 
occurs only here. But we can go to the old Greek 
version of the Old Testament for support. !ere it 
occurs several times in contexts of legal argument 
and proof (Job 6:26; 13:6; 16:21; 23:4, 7).

2. For by it the elders obtained a good report.
!e word for connects this verse logically with 

the previous statement. But how does it provide 
support for the assertion made in Hebrews 11:1, 
just considered? Obtained a good report translates 
a Greek verb that means “to witness” (translated 
that way in John 1:8) or “to testify” to the truth 
of something (as in John 5:39; 7:7; 1 John 4:14). 
In other words, the faith of the elders has been wit-
nessed and attested.

!e one who did the attesting was God. !at 
is to say, God is the one who gave a good report 
as He witnessed the faithfulness of our spiritual 
ancestors. He is the one who validated their faith 
in realities that they could not see. We will see 
shortly why this is important.

What Do You Think?

What’s the single most important lifestyle 
change you will make in order to obtain what 
is implied in Hebrews 11:2?

Digging Deeper

What positive impact should this have on unbe-
lievers? on fellow believers?
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B. Things Created (v. 3)
3. !rough faith we understand that the 

worlds were framed by the word of God, so that 
things which are seen were not made of things 
which do appear.

Speaking of the “things not seen” (Hebrews 
11:1, above), it is faith that shows us the reality of 
divine creation by the spoken word of God. !e 
phrase things which are seen were not made of things 
which do appear is, without question, confusing to 
our ears. A simpler way to say this might be “so 
that what we see comes from what we do not see.” 

What we see is not the sum total of reality! 
Microscopes and telescopes reveal things not vis-
ible to the naked eye. Nevertheless, those realities 
a+ect our lives. Even more, there are spiritual real-
ities that are no less important. Even while they 
remain unseen with physical eyes, by our faith in 
the evidence recorded in Scripture we know they 
are there. 

Some have suggested that this idea owes its ori-
gins to Platonic philosophy (see again commen-
tary on Hebrews 11:1, above). It would be better, 
though, to acknowledge that this is one place 
where that ancient line of thought and Christian 
teaching overlap.

II. Examples of Faith
(H01203% &&:,-')

A. Abel (v. 4)
4. By faith Abel o"ered unto God a more 

excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he 
obtained witness that he was righteous, God 
testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead 
yet speaketh.

!e focus now shifts from the creation of the 
universe to particular individuals who exemplify 
the truth of Romans 1:17: “!e just shall live by 
faith.” Abel is the first of 18 biblical figures cited 
by name in Hebrews 11. 

Abel’s more excellent sacrifice is o+ered as a wit-
ness that he was righteous, but we wonder why it 
was more excellent. !e account of the murder of 
Abel in Genesis 4 gives very little insight. It does 
not say anything about Abel’s sacrifice being more 
excellent. It does, however, seem to imply (based 

on what we later learn about the sacrificial system 
of the Law of Moses) that o+erings of the first-
born animals were superior to o+erings of vege-
tables and fruit. 

Some ancient commentators also noted that 
Genesis 4:5 seems to make a distinction between 
the person and the o+ering in such a way as to 
suggest Cain’s attitude was not what it ought to 
be. Whatever the case may be, God testified of 
his gifts, validating them and thereby attesting to 
Abel’s righteousness.

But there is more. Intriguingly, mysteriously, 
by his faith he being dead yet speaketh. !is calls to 
mind the chilling statement of Genesis 4:10: “the 
voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto me from 
the ground.” !ere is a sense that the writer of 
Hebrews understood Abel to still be alive in some 
sense. Perhaps it is in how Abel’s sacrifice demon-
strates as a continuing witness that “the just shall 
live by faith.”

What Do You Think?

What habit can you adopt to ensure that your 
Christian legacy speaks for you after you die?

Digging Deeper

What is your reaction to the desire not to leave a 
legacy as expresed in the gospel song “Only 
Jesus”?

B. Enoch (vv. 5-6)
5. By faith Enoch was translated that he 

should not see death; and was not found, 
because God had translated him: for before 
his translation he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God.

!e book of Genesis devotes only a few short 
sentences to Enoch. It was enough, though, for the 
writer of Hebrews (and countless other ancient 
Jewish writers) to see great significance in what 
is said there. !e word translated is used in an 
older sense that means something like “taken 
away.” !e Genesis account notes only that Enoch 
“walked with God” and “was not; for God took 
him” (Genesis 5:22, 24). But it does not say why. 
!e writer of Hebrews gives us a glimmer of a rea-
son: he pleased God (see Hebrews 11:6, next).
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6. But without faith it is impossible to please 
him: for he that cometh to God must believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him.

!e fact that Enoch pleased God has brought 
the writer to this general principle: without faith 
it is impossible to please [God]. Faith involves an 
approach (he that cometh to God). !ere are two 
requirements of faith: the one who comes must 
believe (1) that God exists (see Hebrews 11:3, 
above) and (2) that God rewards those who seek 
him.

Belief in God must go further than merely 
acknowledging His existence. One is called to 
believe also that He is ready, willing, and able to 
reward those who search for Him. !at, in turn, 
implies that one must believe in the power and 
goodness of God.

C. Noah (v. 7)
7. By faith Noah, being warned of God of 

things not seen as yet, moved with fear, pre-
pared an ark to the saving of his house; by the 
which he condemned the world, and became 
heir of the righteousness which is by faith.

!e writer has more material to draw from 
with regard to the next example: Noah (see Gen-
esis 6–9). Of significance here is the phrase things 
not seen as yet, which calls to mind the language 
of Hebrews 11:1. Noah’s trust in God regard-
ing things Noah could not yet see is indeed the 
essence of faith. !at faith moved him to act. Fear 
here should be understood as reverence for God 
(example: 1 Peter 1:17), not as unqualified ter-
ror or the guilt that overtakes a sinner (example: 
1 John 4:18).

It’s easy to imagine Noah’s neighbors laugh-
ing in condemnation as he built an ark. By in the 
end, it was Noah’s active faith that resulted in the 
world being condemned. Peter referred to him as 
a “preacher of righteousness” (2 Peter 2:5). But 
it would be a mistake to envision Noah pound-
ing a pulpit or standing on a street corner yelling 
at passersby. It is possible that we are to under-
stand from Peter’s declaration that Noah’s actions 
in building the ark (a tangible manifestation of 
his faith) spoke for themselves. Without his nec-

essarily saying a word, those who saw him were 
exposed to its message.

On the subject of condemning the world, the 
Bible uses this phrase in three senses:

• As planet Earth in its physical sense 
(examples: Acts 17:24; Romans 10:18)

• As the world’s human inhabitants  
(examples: Luke 2:1; John 3:16)

• As a system of values opposed to God’s 
(examples: John 14:17; Colossians 2:20)

All three could be in play here since the flood of 
Noah’s day was targeted at each (see also the Les-
son Context of lesson 12). 

As Noah’s decision to act in faith was in and 
of itself a condemnation of the darkness around 
him, so it is in our day. !e truth of the gospel, 
faithfully and charitably lived out, is a testimony 
against sin. It is su"cient on its own to condemn 
the darkness that is all around us.

What Do You Think?

What step can you take this week to “preach” 
the positive message of the Gospel that at the 
same time condemns “the world”?

Digging Deeper

Who are other characters in the Bible that you 
can look to as examples of condemning the 
world without speaking hatefully?

1 HELLFIRE AND BRIMSTONE 1
“Hellfire and brimstone” was at one time con-

sidered by many Christians to be true gospel 
preaching. One classic example of this emphasis is 
Jonathan Edwards’s sermon, “Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God.” Edwards was a New England 
minister who preached that famous sermon to a 
church in Enfield, Connecticut, on July 8, 1741. 

Today, this kind of sermon is synonymous with 
all that critics consider to be wrong with Chris-
tianity. Within the lifetime of most of us, a shift 
has taken place in preaching. Without denying the 
doctrine of eternal punishment, preachers have 
found that the Christian message gains a more 
favorable hearing by presenting a positive message. 

But the reality is that just as there is a Heaven 
to gain, there is a Hell to avoid. !ese are two 
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sides of the same coin. As we witness to friends 
and neighbors, how do we communicate both 
realities e+ectively? —C. R. B.

D. Abraham (v. 8)
8. By faith Abraham, when he was called 

to go out into a place which he should after 
receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went 
out, not knowing whither he went.

Abraham acted on his faith (see Hebrews 11:9-
12, 17-19, not in our printed text), just like the 
others we have discussed. !is critical point is 
repeated through these examples and those that 
follow (11:20-38, not in our printed text). 

By nature, human beings want certainty and 
security. Most of the time, however, we are driven 
by fear, insecurity, and uncertainty. !e fears are 
so common to human experience that no exam-
ples are needed. But chief among them, though, 
is the fear of the unknown. So many people have 
been held back from achieving great things for 
God because of this kind of fear. 

When God calls us to a task—as when He 
called Abraham to a higher mission—He calls us 
to trust in Him and to follow His directions. We 
may never be called to head out to an open des-
ert as Abraham was, but we will be called to many 
things that we cannot anticipate or imagine. Are 
you ready to trust God even when you can’t see 
the finish line or aren’t (yet) equipped with the 
resources to get there?

III. The Goal of Faith
(H01203% &&:&--&*)

A. Promises Far Off (v. 13)
13. !ese all died in faith, not having received 

the promises, but having seen them afar o", and 
were persuaded of them, and embraced them, 
and confessed that they were strangers and pil-
grims on the earth.

!e discussion of Abraham and Sarah encom-
passes Hebrews 11:8-12, then the inspired writer 
o+ered conclusions. !ese all died in faith does not 
mean that their faith killed them. Rather, it means 
they remained faithful to the end of their lives. 
!ese faithful people died never having seen the 
fruits of their labor—the verification of their faith, 
in other words. All this is di"cult to imagine in 
our impatient world that expects instant gratifica-
tion and quick results. 

But these strangers and pilgrims on the earth (see 
1 Peter 2:11) still speak in this regard even though 
they are long deceased. !is world was not their 
final home (compare Genesis 23:4). !ey did not 
wander without a goal, though. !ey were on a 
pilgrimage to God.

What Do You Think?

Who can you recruit to be an accountabil-
ity partner to help ensure you both live as 
“strangers and pilgrims” on earth? 

Digging Deeper

How do John 3:16; 1 Peter 2:11-12; and 1 John 
2:15 further challenge you in this regard?

B. A Country Not Visible (vv. 14-15)
14-15. For they that say such things declare 

plainly that they seek a country. And truly, if 
they had been mindful of that country from 
whence they came out, they might have had 
opportunity to have returned.

Faith pointed these heroes forward as they 
sought a country not yet visible to them. Home-
sickness for that country from whence they came out 
would have become an obstacle to their focus on 
the better land, should they have yearned to go 
back (compare Numbers 14:4; Luke 9:62).

Visual for Lesson 10. Have this visual posted as a 

backdrop as your class discusses the application 

of Hebrews 11:14-16.
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It would have been easy for any of the fathers 
of Israel, given the risks and challenges they faced, 
to have turned back to the relative comforts of 
“home.” Perhaps some of them briefly entertained 
the idea. !e writer of Hebrews was mindful of 
this and saw it as relevant for his audience in a spir-
itual sense. In the first century AD, Jewish-Chris-
tians who were on the edge of abandoning their 
new faith were very mindful of their “old” country, 
namely the Judaism in which they grew up. !ey 
saw there the promise of earthly relief from the var-
ious forms of social and economic pressures that 
they had faced in their decision to follow Christ.

C. A City God Prepares (v. 16)
16. But now they desire a better country, that 

is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed 
to be called their God: for he hath prepared for 
them a city.

Better is a key word throughout the letter to 
the Hebrews. Indeed, of the New Testament’s 19 
occurrences of the Greek word, 13 appear in this 
book (the other 12 are in Hebrews 1:4; 6:9; 7:7, 
19, 22; 8:6 [twice]; 9:23; 10:34; 11:35, 40; 12:24). 
Even though these heroes of the faith could not 
yet see it, they acknowledged their destination’s 
superiority by their actions. 

All this was a model for the writer’s original 
audience. If they oriented their desires toward an 
heavenly country, they would find there the true 
and living God—the one who is not ashamed to be 
called their God, who has prepared for them a city, a 
permanent place of rest (see Hebrews 4).

1 LOOKING FOR THE CITY 1
After dedicating their lives to the ministry of 

the gospel, my parents moved to a Christian retire-
ment village. When Mom died a few years later, 
it took a lot of the “spark” out of Dad. His focus 
began to turn more and more toward Heaven.

One day not long before Dad was called home, 
my brother Paul was visiting him, as he did reg-
ularly. While they were talking, Dad suddenly 
pointed to the window and said, “Paul, look out 
there! What do you see?” Paul looked and replied, 
“Sky and trees.” With a sparkle in his eyes that 
had long been absent, Dad said, “No, it’s the city!” 

Paul and I are convinced that Dad was catch-
ing a glimpse of the better country—the heavenly 
city — toward which his life’s pilgrimage had long 
been directed. Is that true of your life? —C. R. B.

Conclusion

A. Imitators of the Faithful
!e apostle Paul wrote “Be ye followers of me, 

even as I also am of Christ” (1 Corin thi ans 11:1). 
We sometimes undervalue the role of imitation 
in spiritual maturity. Perhaps you don’t feel con-
fident enough to invite others to use your life as a 
model for their own discipleship. Wouldn’t it be 
arrogant to do so? 

Paul didn’t see it that way, and neither did the 
other apostles (compare 1 Peter 5:3). All of us can 
think of others—ministers, Sunday school teach-
ers, ordinary congregants—who were influential 
in teaching us and molding us in the life of faith. 
We too are called to live in such a way that we can 
add our names to the list of “the just [who] shall 
live by faith” (Hebrews 10:38).

What Do You Think?

Which person noted in today’s text most 
inspires you to a lifestyle change? Why?

Digging Deeper

What role will prayer have in this change?

B. Prayer
Lord God, we come to You acknowledging our 

struggle to trust Your promises as the distractions 
of life cause us to lose focus. Strengthen our faith 
so that we may follow You wherever You lead. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

C. Thought to Remember
!e faithful look for God’s country.
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson

Write this challenge on the board:

What is something “ instant” that’s not as good as 
the version that takes longer?

Ask participants to discuss this with one 
or two partners for no more than two minutes 
before sharing conclusions in whole-class discus-
sion. (Anticipate that most responses will be in 
the food category; a secondary category is that of 
cleaning products.) 

Make special note of anything mentioned 
regarding instant aspects of religion(s) or of the 
complete lack of responses regarding that cate-
gory. Transition to Bible study by asking, “Many 
feel lost or abandoned when God doesn’t instantly 
grant their requests. Let’s see how the Bible 
addresses that topic.”

Into the Word

Distribute handouts (you create) featuring 
a blank chart with the following three column 
headings: 

Scripture 
Reference

How Faith Was 
Demonstrated

Ways to Imitate 
That Faith

Out to the left, have printed the names Abel, 
Enoch, Noah, and Abraham so that the chart has 
one name for each of four rows that will intersect 
the three columns.

Divide the class into pairs or triads and ask 
them to complete the chart. Assign each group 
one of the four names in the chart and instruct 
them to start there before moving to the other 
names on the chart. Instruct students to leave the 
third column blank as you save it for the Into Life 
discussion later. (Option. Include all the names 
from Hebrews 11:4-38 on the chart; assign di+er-
ent sections of the list to groups.)

Write the following questions on the board for 
discussion. (Write only one question at a time; do 

not write another question until discussion of the 
one before it is completed.) 

1–How did the faith of each of these “heroes” 
result in something far di+erent from instant 
gratification? 

2–Are you encouraged or discouraged by their 
examples?

3-How does their experience prod us to keep faith? 

Use the third question as your transition to the 
Into Life section. 

Option. Distribute copies of the “Something 
Better” exercise on the activity page, which you 
can download. Since this can be very time- 
consuming, you may wish to assign discrete seg-
ments to groups. Discuss results as appropriate. 

Into Life

Have participants regroup with their Bible-
study partners to complete and discuss the “Ways 
to Imitate !at Faith” column from the Into the 
Word segment. After several minutes, ask volun-
teers to share their conclusions with the class as 
a whole.

Distribute blank slips of paper. Ask students to 
write down the quality of faith they’d most like 
to develop personally in thought, behavior, and 
speech. Below that, suggest that they write a spe-
cific action step they can take to begin develop-
ing that quality.

Option 1. 7ime permitting, ask students to 
name a personal hero and model of faith. Ask vol-
unteers to relate brief stories about them. Press for 
explanations regarding how their heroes demon-
strated faith; write those responses on the board as 
they are shared. Ask the class to match the qual-
ities in the resulting list with the qualities they 
have named in the Bible heroes they examined 
earlier. Discuss how Christians can develop each 
quality.

Close with prayer for learners to both have a 
hero of the faith and to be one.
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30 For we know him that hath said, Ven-
geance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, 
saith the Lord. And again, !e Lord shall judge 
his people.

31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God.

32 But call to remembrance the former days, 
in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured 
a great fight of a#ictions;

33 Partly, whilst ye were made a gazing-
stock both by reproaches and a#ictions; and 
partly, whilst ye became companions of them 
that were so used.

34 For ye had compassion of me in my 
bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your 
goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in 

heaven a better and an enduring 
substance.

35 Cast not away therefore 
your confidence, which hath 
great recompence of reward.

36 For ye have need of patience, 
that, after ye have done the will 
of God, ye might receive the 
promise.

Hebrews 10:23-36
23 Let us hold fast the profession of our 

faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that 
promised;)

24 And let us consider one another to pro-
voke unto love and to good works:

25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the manner of some is; but exhort-
ing one another: and so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching.

26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have 
received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,

27 But a certain fearful looking for of judg-
ment and fiery indignation, which shall devour 
the adversaries.

28 He that despised Moses’ law died without 
mercy under two or three witnesses:

29 Of how much sorer punishment, 
suppose ye, shall he be thought wor-
thy, who hath trodden under foot the 
Son of God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenant, wherewith he 
was sanctified, an unholy thing, and 
hath done despite unto the Spirit of 
grace?

Devotional Reading: Psalm 40:1-13
Background Scripture: Hebrews 10:19-39

A Patient,
Persevering Faith

August 15
Lesson 11 (KJV)

Key Verse
Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised). 

—Hebrews 10:23
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Introduction

A. The Challenge of Faithfulness
Options. Choice. Variety. !ese are values that 

culture embraces. We see this clearly in the options 
that are presented to us in any grocery store. But 
this also applies to commitments that are much 
more meaningful than what kind of breakfast 
cereal we’re going to buy. In the realms of values, 
spirituality, political ideologies, relationships, career 
paths, and so forth, we are presented with a bewil-
dering array of choices. !e culture in which we live 
encourages experimentation with all of them as well 
as a hesitancy to commit to any of them. 

In this way of thinking, the only real mistake 
is to limit one’s options or to give up on some 
options in favor of others. All of this can make 
the path of Christian discipleship very di"cult. 
In choosing to follow Christ, we turn our back on 
many other options, many other choices. We may 
be surprised to learn that the first-century writer 
of Hebrews has something to say to twenty-first-
century Christians in this regard!

B. Lesson Context
What is often called the letter to the Hebrews 

has almost none of the usual characteristics of an 
ancient letter, apart from a couple of brief greet-
ings at the end (see Hebrews 13:24-25). Instead, 
the letter relies heavily on action verbs that have to 
do with speaking and listening; this serves to sug-
gest that we are listening in as a preacher speaks to 
an audience (examples: 2:5; 6:9; 9:5). 

It seems best to understand Hebrews as a first-
century sermon. !e phrase “word of exhortation” 
(Hebrews 13:22) is the same used in Acts 13:15: 

After the reading of the law and the prophets 
the rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, say-
ing, Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of 
exhortation for the people, say on.

!is further bolsters the theory that Hebrews, 
like the spoken word in Acts, was primarily an 
oral address. Indeed, 13 of the New Testament’s 
19 uses of the underlying Greek word for exhorta-
tion occur in Hebrews. It is possible that a listener 
wrote the sermon down so that it could be passed 
along as a letter to believers.

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to: 
1. Summarize the nature of the Old Testament 

passages used to support the writer’s argument.
2. Explain why deliberate sin equates to treat-

ing Christ’s blood as unholy.
3. Make a plan to be an example that encour-

ages fellow believers to be more committed to 
their service to Christ.

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A. !e Challenge of Faithfulness
 B. Lesson Context
 I. Hold Fast (Hebrews 10:23-27)
 A. Profession of Belief (v. 23)
   Faith and Honest Doubt
 B. Provocation to Love (vv. 24-25)
 C. Prospect of Judgment (vv. 26-27)
 II. Don’t Falter (Hebrews 10:28-31)
 A. Despising Moses’ Law (v. 28)
 B. Contempt for the Spirit (vv. 29-31)
 III. Remember the Past (Hebrews 10:32-36)
 A. Pain of Persecution (v. 32-34)
   Old Mr. Pershing
 B. Patient Confidence (vv. 35-36)
Conclusion
 A. !e Challenge for Every Age
 B. Prayer
 C. !ought to Remember

Confident
 Hope

Unit 3: Faith Gives Us Hope

L%**0&* 45–46
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Arguing for too clean a distinction between 
written and oral communication would be a mis-
take, however. !ere is no reason this document 
could not have been written as a sermon to be 
delivered as a letter and then read aloud. In truth, 
either direction we choose brings us to improved 
insight into the overall structure of the work.

!ere is broad agreement that the long central 
section of the letter is devoted to the main argu-
ments that the preacher is trying to make to his 
audience. One compelling outline divides the let-
ter this way: 

1–Introduction (1:1–2:4)
2–Main Proposition (2:5-9)
3–Arguments (2:10–12:27)
4–Final Exhortation (12:28–13:21)
5–Epistolary Postscript (13:22-25)

Today’s text lies at a point of transition from 
exposition to exhortation. !at is the significance 
of the word therefore in Hebrews 10:19. !at verse 
and the two that follow form a crescendo of the 
doctrinal exposition that then resolves into prac-
tical exhortation beginning in 10:22. 

Our opening verses (Hebrews 10:23-25) are 
usually understood to be part of a larger unit 
inclusive of 10:19-25. In light of that, a brief word 
about 10:19-22 is in order. !is section is part of 
a larger doctrinal argument about the nature of 
sacrifice and the superiority of Jesus’ sacrifice over 
the animal sacrifices stipulated under the old cov-
enant (see 7:1–10:25). !e doctrinal expositions 
at the heart of this sermon are each followed by a 
word of exhortation from the preacher to his audi-
ence (example: 7:1–10:25 followed by 10:26-39). 

I. Hold Fast
(H01203% &(:/--/+)

A. Profession of Belief (v. 23)
23. Let us hold fast the profession of our 

faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that 
promised;).

Our text opens with an exhortation that follows 
on the first one (see Hebrews 10:22, not in our 
printed text). What exactly is the preacher encour-
aging his hearers to do? Given the vivid baptis-
mal imagery of the previous verses, the profession 

of faith seems best understood as a reference to the 
baptismal confession. Confession was always part 
of baptism for the first Christians. It was a kind of 
public vow of commitment to Jesus and the gospel 
about Him. We cannot, of course, know the exact 
content of that confession. But both Scripture and 
early Christian writings suggest that the earliest 
confessions centered around the person and work 
of Jesus. !ose included His divine status and sav-
ing work on behalf of sinful humanity.

Wavering, and thereby falling into apostasy, was 
exactly the danger that motivated the preacher 
to deliver this message in the first place. But we 
should not understand him merely to be pointing 
an accusing finger at his audience. He understood 
their circumstances and how strong the tempta-
tion to waver, to give up the fight, was for them. 
So he pointed them to Jesus, reminding them that 
their faithfulness could not be based on their own 
meager strength. Rather, it had to be rooted in the 
prior faithfulness of Jesus himself.

What Do You Think?

What is a wrong way to demonstrate faith when 
a wave of life crashes your way? 

Digging Deeper

Without giving directive advice, how would you 
counsel a fellow believer who is demonstrat-
ing such a wrong approach?

1 FAITH AND HONEST DOUBT 1
I don’t know nearly as much nowadays as I did 

when I graduated from college! Of course, I jest. 
But I have learned to be more humble about what 
I know. Sometimes what “the Bible says” is actu-
ally my limited perspective causing me to read 
into the Bible what I want it to say. 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson, in his poem “In Memo-
riam,” put it this way: “!ere lives more faith in 
honest doubt, believe me, than in half the creeds.” 
I think I know what Tennyson meant. Merely cit-
ing what we know we’re “supposed to believe” is 
not nearly as faithful as actually wrestling with the 
Scripture when it challenges us. 

!e question, of course, concerns the di+erence 
between “holding fast to faith” and “wavering.” 
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Here’s an interesting test to give yourself: When 
was the last time the Bible changed your mind 
about . . . anything? —C. R. B.

B. Provocation to Love (vv. 24-25)
24. And let us consider one another to pro-

voke unto love and to good works.
!e author’s exhortation continues. !e King 

James Version translators rendered the underlying 
Greek text as literally as possible in this instance. 
Consider one another means something like “pay 
attention to each other” or “focus your minds on 
helping one another.”

!is exhortation reminds us that the Christian 
life is not—cannot be—solely an individual a+air. 
We do not follow the path of discipleship on the 
basis of our individual determination alone. We 
have help, support, and encouragement along the 
way. Indeed, part of being a disciple is o+ering 
help and encouragement to each other.

!is is not simply a general call for helpfulness. 
It has specific purpose. Believers are to provoke 
unto love and to good works. !e one defines the 
other: love is not to be understood here as a vague, 
positive emotion, or merely good feelings toward 
another person. Love is concrete: it is defined by 
the doing of good works (see Matthew 25:31-46; 
James 2:8-13).

25. Not forsaking the assembling of our-
selves together, as the manner of some is; but 
exhorting one another: and so much the more, 
as ye see the day approaching.

It is important to understand Hebrews 10:24 
and 25 together. !e stirring up to love and good 
works primarily takes place in the assembling of 
ourselves together. Love, good works, and the wor-
ship assembly are a package deal, so to speak. We 
cannot isolate one of the three and hold it up as 
the sole focus of the Christian life. According to 
the preacher of this sermon, love and good works 
are synonymous, and they grow out of worship.

!is may sound strange, especially to readers 
who are accustomed to hearing this verse used to 
elevate church attendance as the pinnacle of the 
individual Christian’s responsibilities. For the 
preacher of this ancient sermon, participation 
in the worship assembly was not merely a box to 

be checked o+. Rather, worship is about identity 
formation. 

!is was especially true for the people to whom 
this message was first addressed. Many of them 
were feeling social pressure to give up on their 
commitment to Jesus. !is manifested itself in a 
tendency to distance themselves from the com-
munity. But the community relied on partic-
ipation in order to endure in the face of these 
pressures.

Worship is doubly important in light of the 
day that is approaching. !e author of these words 
understood worship in climactic terms. Worship 
deals with the true nature of reality, most espe-
cially the cosmic reality of God’s reign over all 
things. !at fact was especially important for a 
group of people who were beginning to disbelieve 
in the reality of that claim.

!e day approaching is meant to point to Jesus’ 
second coming, or the Day of Judgment. !at will 
be the time when God’s kingdom will come in 
its fullness; His purposes for humanity and all of 
creation will be fully revealed. !e language of 
approaching, or arrival, can be seen in other pas-
sages (see Matthew 3:2; 4:17; Mark 1:15; Romans 
13:12; James 5:8).

What Do You Think?

How many times per month should you attend 
church services in order to honor the intent of 
Hebrews 10:25? Why do you say that?

Digging Deeper

How do you answer that question without 
becoming legalistic?

C. Prospect of Judgment (vv. 26-27)
26. For if we sin wilfully after that we have 

received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins.

!ese words hearken back to Hebrews 6:4-8. 
Many in the preacher’s audience seem to have 
been in danger of turning away from the faith 
because of the social pressures coming at them 
from their families. !e cost of living the faith, in 
other words, was becoming too great for them to 
bear. !e idea behind receiving the knowledge of 
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the truth is found in the letters of the apostle Paul 
(see 1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Timothy 2:25; Titus 1:1). It 
is a way of describing one’s entry into the church 
and its commitments. 

To sin wilfully after having come to Christ car-
ries the grave consequences of being cut o+ from 
the positive benefits of Christ’s sacrifice for sins. 
Furthermore, if we assume that the preacher is 
speaking to wavering believers who wanted to 
return to Judaism, it also meant that the old ritu-
als were cut o+ from them. Having been in Christ, 
they had come to know that animal sacrifices did 
not purify. So how could any sacrifice for sins 
remain for them?

27. But a certain fearful looking for of judg-
ment and fiery indignation, which shall devour 
the adversaries.

!ose who continue to sin willfully can antici-
pate judgment and fiery indignation (also Hebrews 
9:27; 12:29). !e word fearful reminds us of that 
word’s two senses: the Christian’s fear of God is 
that of reverent respect; the unbeliever’s lack of 
fear now will become one of terror when judg-
ment arrives. Faithful fear of God drives out fear 
of everything else (see 2:15; 11:23, 27). But dis-
obeying God should put people in fear because 
they have become His adversaries through their 
own actions. 

II. Don’t Falter
(H01203% &(:/'--&)

A. Despising Moses’ Law (v. 28)
28. He that despised Moses’ law died with-

out mercy under two or three witnesses.
!e preacher now took a di+erent tack, appeal-

ing to an Old Testament example to support his 
warning about the danger of apostasy. !e word 
translated despised is also translated as some form 
of the word reject in Mark 6:26; 7:9; and Luke 
7:30, and that is the sense here. To reject Moses’ 
law was to commit apostasy.

Deuteronomy 17 describes the punishment 
for an Israelite who “wrought wickedness in the 
sight of the Lord thy God, in transgressing his 
covenant” by committing idolatry (17:2). Such 
a person was to be put to death “at the mouth 

of two witnesses, or three witnesses” (17:6; com-
pare 19:15). !e phrasing without mercy is not 
found in this passage. But the idea is found in 
Deuteronomy 13:6-10. !ere a similar situation 
is addressed: the one who tempts others to idola-
try is to be stoned: “!ou shalt not consent unto 
him . . . neither shall thine eye pity him” (13:8; 
see also Deuteronomy 19:19-21). !e reason why 
the preacher mentions this becomes clear in the 
next verse, below.

B. Contempt for the Spirit (vv. 29-31)
29. Of how much sorer punishment, sup-

pose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith 
he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath 
done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

!e reason for Hebrews 10:28 becomes clear 
as we recognize the lesser-to-greater form of argu-
ment now in view (see also Hebrews 2:1-4). Here 
it takes the form of “if X was bad, just think how 
much worse Y will be.” !at is, if the consequences 
of apostasy were dire under the old covenant, con-
sider how much worse those consequences are 
under the new covenant of Jesus Christ!

Apostasy is a rejection of the Spirit of grace. 
!at is a rare phrase in the Bible, found only here 
and in Zechariah 12:10). In both instances, the 
phrase assumes that grace is divine empower-
ment. Grace is sometimes understood as the free 
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gift of God that comes no-strings-attached. But 
grace is more than that. Grace empowers us to 
take up our crosses and follow Christ, giving us 
the strength to undertake the path of disciple-
ship and service to others in His name. !ink 
of all that is being given up when one rejects the 
Spirit of grace!

We need the Spirit’s empowerment today just as 
ancient believers did. Like those to whom this let-
ter was originally written, we are weak and frail, 
prone to wander, and prone to look for an eas-
ier way.

What Do You Think?

Beginning with logic rather than quoting Scrip-
ture, how would you respond to someone 
who believes that God’s loving nature means 
we can keep doing whatever we want? 

Digging Deeper

What if the person mentioned Samson as an 
example of someone who did as he pleased 
yet still enjoyed God’s favor?

30. For we know him that hath said, Ven-
geance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, 
saith the Lord. And again, !e Lord shall judge 
his people.

!e terrible consequences for apostasy, which 
is the same as having “trodden under foot the Son 
of God” (Hebrews 10:29). Such consequences are 
certain for the preacher and his audience because 
they know him who has spoken. Because God 
spoke the words they will certainly come to pass. 
!e two quotations here are substantially drawn 
from Deuteronomy 32:35-36, although neither is 
an exact quotation of the text.

What Do You Think?

What area of life do you most need to give to the 
Lord in letting Him judge rather than you try-
ing to do so yourself? 

Digging Deeper

What passages in addition to 1 Corin thi ans 6:7 
will help you most in this regard? Why?

31. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God.

!is statement reiterates the point first made 
in Hebrews 10:26-27 (see above). !e phrase the 
living God occurs more often in this book than 
anywhere else in the Bible (see 3:12; 9:14; 12:22). 
!is God —the only God there is—sweeps away 
all gods of wood and stone, which are no gods 
at all (2 Kings 19:18; Isaiah 37:19). He is true to 
His word, and the consequences of apostasy will 
come to pass.

III. Remember the Past
(H01203% &(:-/--*)

A. Pain of Persecution (vv. 32-34)
32. But call to remembrance the former days, 

in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured 
a great fight of a#ictions.

In challenging his hearers and readers to call to 
remembrance the former days, the preacher is using 
the strongest exhortation available to him in the 
Greek language as used in Old and New Testa-
ments. (Less strong versions appear in Mark 11:21; 
14:72; 1 Corinthians 4:17; 2 Corinthians 7:15; and 
2 Timothy 1:6.) 

We should take care to point out that the 
preacher was not asking them to remember “the 
good ol’ days” with fondness. !e challenge to 
remember is not that of passively recalling infor-
mation. Rather, it is an act that forms one’s iden-
tity in order to act in light of “lessons learned” 
from important events past. 

!ose former days . . . after ye were illuminated 
are especially important for the preacher’s over-
all argument. Even back then, his hearers had 
su+ered greatly. !e su+erings of their present 
moment, then, were not new. !e readers had 
been through it before, and they had faithfully 
endured. If they could bear up once, they could 
bear up twice. !e idea of light or were illumi-
nated is associated with God’s love or salvation in 
the psalms (Psalms 27:1; 44:3; 78:14).

1 OLD MR. PERSHING 1
When I was a teenager, my family lived in an 

old house in Minneapolis. Around the corner 
lived Mr. Pershing, whom we frequently saw sit-
ting on his front porch. Sometimes we would go 
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over and talk to him. My brothers and I thought 
of him as incredibly elderly, so we called him “Old 
Mr. Pershing”—but not to his face.

A few years ago, my brother Dave and I were 
visiting Minneapolis, and we went by our old 
home. As we walked around the corner, there sat 
Old Mr. Pershing on his front porch! We walked 
up and chatted with him. Once back in our car, 
my brother and I broke out laughing. We each 
knew what the other was thinking: We are both 
older than Mr. Pershing was when we started call-
ing him “Old Mr. Pershing!”

Remembering the past gives us perspective. It’s 
as true for us today as it was to the first-century 
Christians. What has remembering your personal 
history taught you about walking with God today 
and tomorrow? What should it? —C. R. B.

33-34. Partly, whilst ye were made a gazing-
stock both by reproaches and a#ictions; and 
partly, whilst ye became companions of them 
that were so used. For ye had compassion of me 
in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of 
your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have 
in heaven a better and an enduring substance.

Here the writer got specific about the former 
days (Hebrews 10:32, above). Members of his 
audience had su+ered directly, and they had also 
su+ered by being the companions of those who 
suffered persecution. The Greek word behind 
gazingstock only occurs in this verse and means 
something like “to be made a spectacle” or “to be 
put on public display.” !e English word gazing-
stock has fallen out of common use, but it is eas-
ily understood if we remember “laughingstock,” a 
similar word that is very much still in use. Some-
one who is a laughingstock is the target of laughter 
and ridicule. Likewise, one who is a gazingstock is 
one who is the target of staring, gazing, and simi-
larly unwanted forms of public attention.

B. Patient Confidence (vv. 35-36)
35-36. Cast not away therefore your confi-

dence, which hath great recompense of reward. 
For ye have need of patience, that, after ye 
have done the will of God, ye might receive the 
promise.

In the final two verses of today’s text, the author 
turned to the importance of patience. !ose who 
are tempted to reject the Christ they once accepted 
should have confidence because they know who 
God is and what He has done for them. !at con-
fidence is the basis of a patience that will result in 
retaining the promise of resurrection and eternal 
life with Jesus (Hebrews 4:1; 9:15).

What Do You Think?

Which part of today’s lesson do you struggle 
with most? Why?

Digging Deeper

What action will you take this week to remedy 
this problem?

Conclusion

A. The Challenge for Every Age
!e story of the audience of the letter to the 

Hebrews is the story of God’s people throughout 
history. From the days after Pharaoh released the 
Hebrews from bondage onward, we see the fick-
leness in God’s people in remaining faithful. In 
many ways, it was no di+erent for the first- century 
church. 

And it is no di+erent for us today. Cultural 
pressures may vary from place to place and across 
the centuries, but the challenge of faithfulness 
remains. By keeping our eyes trained on God’s 
promises in hope, we can remain faithful to the 
very end and receive everything God desires for us. 
“Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which 
doth so easily best us, and let us run with patience 
the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1). 

B. Prayer
Father, in the midst of strong pressures, grant us 

strength to remain faithful to Your Son through 
the Spirit of grace. May we seek each day to live a 
life worthy of our calling in Him. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen.

C. Thought to Remember
God’s promises are certain for 

all who walk the di"cult 
path of faith.
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson

Ask for shows of hands regarding students iden-
tifying with one of these two statements:

1–Patient perseverance seems to come easier for me 
than for most others.

2–Patient perseverance seems more di"cult for me 
than for most others.

Form groups of two or three with as equal rep-
resentation as possible from the showing of hands. 
Have the resulting pairs or triads discuss this ques-
tion (distribute on handouts you create or write it 
on the board): 

Does di#culty prod you to try harder, 
or cause you to give up? Why?

After three minutes, allow volunteers to share 
their thoughts with the class as a whole.

Make a transition to Bible study by noting that 
response to di"culties may define who we are, as 
it did for those to be studied in today’s text.

Into the Word

Form groups of four or five; give each group 
one of the following sets of Bible-study questions 
on handouts (you prepare).

Worship Group. Find three commands in 
Hebrews 10:23-25 to answer these questions: 1–
How does each of these relate to the other two? 2–
How does this picture of the purpose of worship 
contrast with how some worshippers today feel 
about formal worship services? 3–Do you obey all 
three of these commands as a part of your weekly 
worship? If not, why not? 4–To Consider Today: 
What should happen for worship to help Chris-
tians better obey all three of these commands?

Gathering Group. Compare Hebrews 10:25 
with 2 !essalonians 2:1, where the same Greek 
word behind the translations “assembling” and 
“gathering” occur—the only two places in the 
New Testament. 1–How are our gatherings today 
like what we think that gathering will be? 2–How 

are they di+erent? 3–What do you look forward 
to experiencing when you gather with other Chris-
tians in Heaven? 4–To Consider Today: How does 
that anticipation a+ect your feeling about gather-
ing for worship here?

Faithfulness Group. Compare Hebrews 10:26-
31 with Hebrews 6:4-6. 1–What spiritual condition 
do both of these passages consider? 2–How might 
each of these be interpreted in light of the teaching 
that surrounds them (see Hebrews 5:11–6:1; 10:28)? 
3–Who stands central in the Hebrews 10 passage? 
What hope do we have if, after naming Christ as 
Lord, we reject Him? 4–To Consider Today: Why is 
this so di"cult to hear in today’s culture? 

Persecution Group. List all that the believers 
earlier su+ered, according to Hebrews 10:32-34. 
1–Which of these sacrifices seems most severe or 
di"cult to you? 2–How would you expect Chris-
tians to continue living after enduring such perse-
cution? 3–What encouragement does the author 
of the text o+er in verses 35-36? 4–To Consider 
Today: Does long-term experience with su+ering 
always lead to stronger faith? Why, or why not? 

When you call time, allow groups to report to 
the whole class. (Option. Step outside today’s les-
son text by having learners complete the “A Call 
to Persevere” exercise on the activity page, which 
you can download.)

Into Life

Based on those discussions from the fourth 
questions, have each group outline a devotional 
talk that challenges them to be examples that 
encourage fellow believers to be more committed 
in their service to Christ.

Option. Distribute copies of the “Why Wor-
ship?” exercise on the activity page. Have partic-
ipants work in pairs to complete it as indicated. 
Have colored pencils or markers available for those 
who request them. Award a token prize for the 
most catchy creation.

August 15 ! 432 !  A Patient, Persevering Faith



!     433

1 John 4:2-3, 13-17
2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every 

spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh is of God:

3 And every spirit that confesseth not that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: 
and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye 
have heard that it should come; and even now 
already is it in the world.
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, 
and he in us, because he hath given us of his 
Spirit.

14 And we have seen and do testify that the 
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world.

15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in 
God.

16 And we have known and believed the love 
that God hath to us. God is love; and he that 
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in 
him.

17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we 
may have boldness in the day of judgment: 
because as he is, so are we in this world.

Devotional Reading: John 14:15-24
Background Scripture: 1 John 4–5

A Conquering
Faith

August 22
Lesson 12 (KJV)

Key Verse
God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. —1 John 4:16b

Illustration © Getty Images

1 John 5:4-5
4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh 

the world: and this is the victory that over-
cometh the world, even our faith.

5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but 
he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?



Introduction

A. On Incarnation and Reincarnation
One topic given particular attention during 

studies at Bible colleges is that of the incarnation. 
!at topic addresses the who, what, when, where, 
why, and how of the Son of God putting on flesh 
to become the person Jesus of Nazareth. Today’s 
text is considered in such studies.

A teacher of such a course was surprised one 
day when a student (who claimed to be a Chris-
tian) announced that she was the reincarnation of 
someone who had lived about 100 years earlier. 
!e teacher’s response noted the lack of support 
for this view in historic Christian thought, the 
pagan origins of reincarnation theory, and a con-
sideration of Hebrews 9:27: “It is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the judgment.” !e 
dialogue further included considerations of rein-
carnation in terms of what the Bible says about 
each person’s responsibility before God. 

In the end, however, the student remained 
adamant in her belief. Her rejoinder included the 
exact phrase “regardless of what the Bible says”!

As wrong as the reincarnation theory is, 
things gets more bizarre still when a cult leader 
announces himself to be the reincarnation of 
Christ. For example, the leader of Divine Love 
Path in Australia claims to be the reincarnated 
Jesus and says his partner is Mary Magdalene. 

Although Scripture refutes reincarnation, it’s 
possible to go too far the other way and deny 
the incarnation of Christ in the process. !is is 
seen in early Christianity’s having its hands full 
at times dealing with heretics who denied the one 
real incarnation, which took place in the person of 
Jesus. How successful we will be in resisting and 
opposing such heresy may very well depend on 
how firmly we grasp the truths of today’s lesson.

B. Lesson Context
Five of the books of the New Testament are 

attributed to the apostle John, one of the original 
12 disciples (see Matthew 4:21-22; 10:1-4). His 
five books are the Gospel of John; the letters (also 
called epistles) that we designate as 1 John, 2 John, 
and 3 John; and the book of Revelation.

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to:
1. Tell how to recognize “the Spirit of God.”
2. Define the di+ering senses and references of 

the words Spirit and spirit. 
3. List three ways he or she can better model 

God’s love.

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A. On Incarnation and Reincarnation
 B. Lesson Context
 I. The Condition (1 John 4:2-3)
 A. Recognition (v. 2)
 B. Reality (v. 3)
 II. The Encouragement (1 John 4:13-17)
 A. Holy Spirit (v. 13)
 B. Confession (vv. 14-15)
   Divine Intervention
 C. Relationship (v. 16)
 D. Judgment (v. 17)
 III. The Faith (1 John 5:4-5)
 A. Continual (v. 4)
 B. Foundational (v. 5)
   Keeping the Fire Alive
Conclusion
 A. Victory
 B. Prayer
 C. !ought to Remember

Confident
 Hope

Unit 3: Faith Gives Us Hope

L%**0&* 45–46
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History strongly associates John in his later 
years with the church in Ephesus. Tradition says 
he died in the AD 90s. His three letters were prob-
ably written in the region of Ephesus for churches 
in the area, and thus would date from the AD 80s 
or 90s. John would have been an elderly man at 
that time. !e dignity of his age peeks through in 
1 John, where he addressed his readers as his “lit-
tle children” numerous times.

!e idea of overcoming, or being victorious, 
is a favorite theme of John’s. In 1 John 2:13-14 
he discussed victory over Satan. In 1 John 4–5, 
he wrote about overcoming the pressures of the 
world. As we consider this in today’s study, we 
must be careful to distinguish among three ways 
the Bible speaks of “the world”:

• As planet Earth in its physical sense 
(examples: Acts 17:24; Romans 10:18)

• As the world’s human inhabitants  
(examples: Luke 2:1; John 3:16)

• As a system of values opposed to God’s 
(examples: John 14:17; Colossians 2:20)

In his first letter John wrote of Satan’s system 
for opposing the work of God on earth (1 John 
2:15-17). In this sense, a person of the world lives 
for the pleasures of the flesh, but a dedicated 
Christian lives for the joys of the Spirit.

When John wrote his first epistle, Christianity 
had existed for more than 50 years. His audience 
faced the pressures of heretical ideas and uncer-
tainty about their salvation. !e ideas that would 
become full-blown gnosticism in the second cen-
tury AD were already threatening Christianity. 
One of gnosticism’s heretical beliefs was that sal-
vation came through knowledge (Greek: gnosis, 
from which we have our word diagnosis). !ey also 
believed that Christ was a spirit who didn’t exist 
in bodily form. !e spiritual was viewed as always 
good, and the physical was viewed as always evil. 

I. The Condition
(& J!4$ ,:/--)

A. Recognition (v. 2)
2. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every 

spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh is of God.

This statement immediately follows John’s 
stress on the need for discernment (1 John 4:1). 
One vital doctrine of Christianity is that of the 
divine-human nature of Jesus (John 1:1-18), and 
the situation in John’s day called for the need to 
emphasize the fact that Jesus became flesh (see Les-
son Context and 2 John 7). 

But why was Jesus’ having had a real, phys-
ical body important? Until the destruction of 
the temple in AD 70, animals were sacrificed 
yearly there on the Day of Atonement to remind 
the Jews that the shedding of blood was neces-
sary to atone for their sins (Leviticus 16; com-
pare Hebrews 9:22). !ose sacrifices pointed to 
the sacrifice that Jesus would one day o+er as He 
gave himself on the cross (Matthew 26:28). If 
Jesus did not come in the flesh, then He didn’t 
have a body to sacrifice or blood to shed. !us, it 
was essential that Jesus be not only fully God but 
also fully human in order to make salvation pos-
sible (1 Timothy 3:16). 

!us John provides a method by which to iden-
tify false prophets in this regard: Every spirit that 
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of 
God. !is test complements Jesus’ own words in 
Matthew 7:15-17 and 24:23-26 regarding the need 
to identify false prophets.

What Do You Think?

How would you answer someone who claims 
that 1 John 4:2 contradicts Mathew 7:1, which 
says we are not to judge?

Digging Deeper

What passages in addition to 1 Corin thi ans 5:9-
13 and 2 John 10-11 help frame your answer? 

B. Reality (v. 3)
3a. And every spirit that confesseth not that 

Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God. 
As the church was born, the believers continued 

in “the apostles’ doctrine” (Acts 2:42). But several 
decades later when John wrote his letters, certain 
people were disseminating false teaching about 
Christ and departing from the apostolic faith (see 
Lesson Context). 

3b. And this is that spirit of antichrist, 
where of ye have heard that it should come.
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!e word antichrist occurs only four times in 
the New Testament, and only in John’s letters (here 
and 1 John 2:18a, 22; and 2 John 7). Bible stu-
dents often try to identify this opponent as a sin-
gular individual, possibly the “man of sin . . . the 
son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth him-
self above all that is called God, . . . shewing him-
self that he is God” in 2 !essalonians 2:3-4 and/
or as the (op)poser mentioned in Revelation 20:10.

However, these identifications run into great 
di"culty, given the fact that John also speaks of 
antichrist in the plural as he states that “even now 
are there many antichrists. . . . !ey went out from 
us” (1 John 2:18b-19). As we consider how that fact 
dovetails with the verse before us, we should note 
that the Greek word behind the translation spirit 
occurs about 380 times in the New Testament. As 
such, it can refer to di+erent things depending on 
context. Here, the word spirit refers to those who 
claim to have the inside track on divine commu-
nication (see also 2 !essalonians 2:2). 

3c. And even now already is it in the world.
!e spirit that was already at work in John’s 

time thrives yet today. The Lesson Context 
explains the di+ering senses that phrase the world 
can take throughout the New Testament. But we 
want to zero in on how John uses the term, given 
that about half the occurrences of the phrase the 
world in the New Testament are in John’s inspired 
books, which themselves constitute only about 14 
percent of the New Testament. 

The world to John usually refers to sinful 
humanity. In this sense, the world (that is, human-
ity) is largely opposed to God (John 3:19). !is is 
the world that has strayed far from its Creator.

II. The Encouragement
(& J!4$ ,:&--&+)

A. Holy Spirit (v. 13)
13. Hereby know we that we dwell in him, 

and he in us, because he hath given us of his 
Spirit.

A careful reading here might surprise us, 
because John wrote not only of the Spirit dwell-
ing in the heart of the believer (he in us) but also 
that we dwell in him. God gives His Spirit not only 

to dwell in our hearts but also to make it possible 
that we dwell in the heart of the Father.

!is is similar to Jesus’ saying, “Abide in me, 
and I in you” (John 15:4). Our relationship with 
God is not a one-way street. As God gives us His 
Spirit, we give God ourselves — we dwell in Him. 
Paul, in addressing the Athenians, quoted a pagan 
philosopher as saying correctly that “in him we 
live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28). 

When a person is guided by the Holy Spirit, he 
or she produces the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 
5:22-26). !us that becomes a test (contrast Mat-
thew 7:15-20).

B. Confession (vv. 14-15)
14. And we have seen and do testify that the 

Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world. 

!e we refers to the apostles, whom Christ 
chose as His special messengers (1 John 1:1). Of 
the original apostolic band, John was likely the 
only one still living when he wrote in the AD 80s 
or 90s. He knew that his time was short, so he 
felt compelled to testify yet again before the grave 
took him as well.

Jesus revealed the Father to sinful humanity as 
a loving God who has never given up on His lost 
children, the world in rebellion against Him (John 
3:17; 1 John 4:3, above). !ere was nothing acci-
dental or incidental about Jesus’ mission; He was 
sent to save. Nothing was more important or cen-
tral than that for John.

15. Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in 
God.
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HOW TO SAY IT
 Augustus Aw-gus-tus.
 Ephesus Ef-uh-sus.
 epistles ee-pis-uls.
 gnosticism nahss-tih-sizz-um.
 gnostics nahss-ticks.
 heresy hair-uh-see.
 heretic heh-ruh-tick.
 Thessalonians Thess-uh-low-nee-unz 
   (th as in thin).



A purpose running throughout this letter is to 
answer the implied question, “How do I know I 
am in a true, saving fellowship with God?” (see 
1 John 2:5, 6). John answers this in several ways, 
and the verse before us provides one of those 
answers. !e confession Jesus is the Son of God 
reflects belief. Even so, we realize that John is not 
suggesting that confession based on belief is the 
whole plan of salvation—even demons can make 
such a confession (see Matthew 8:29; compare 
James 2:19).

What John is talking about, rather, is embracing 
Jesus as the authoritative Lord of one’s life while 
rejecting any influence the “spirit of antichrist” 
(1 John 4:3, above) might have to o+er. To con-
fess Jesus in this sense is to follow Him exclusively 
in a trusting relationship of faith and service. Such 
a person lives in the presence of God and allows 
God’s Spirit to live in his or her life at the deepest 
level (compare John 20:31). Other things follow 
confession in the plan of salvation (see Acts 2:38-
39; etc.), but confession is foundational.

1 A DIVINE INTERVENTION 1
In my role as a minister, I’ve observed a few 

addiction interventions. One intervention was 
called because the addict had been driving drunk 
on several occasions. He denied that he had an 
addiction. He’d never been arrested or involved in 
an accident, so his behavior couldn’t be too bad—
or so he thought. 

Members of the man’s family told him how his 
increasingly erratic behavior was a+ecting them. 
One by one, they declared their love for him and 
in vivid terms expressed the emotional pain his 
behavior was causing. But it was the threat of los-
ing everyone and everything he held dear that 
finally brought him to acknowledge reluctantly 
his need for treatment.

Human sin called for an intervention, a vivid 
demonstration of God’s love and holiness. !e 
mission of Jesus was that divine intervention, as 
it demonstrated both God’s love and His holy 
nature. God warns of the judgment that awaits if 
we do not respond to His loving and holy Son. 
Will you remain in denial of your own sin or seek 
treatment from “the great physician”? —C. R. B.

C. Relationship (v. 16)
16. And we have known and believed the 

love that God hath to us. God is love; and he 
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God 
in him.

John is often called “the apostle of love,” and 
with good reason: he uses the word love by pro-
portion more that any other writer of the New 
Testament. More than 30 such uses are found 
in this epistle of 1 John—that’s more than once 
every hundred words! He alone uses the phrase 
God is love (here and in 1 John 4:8). His intent is 
to assure us of our standing with God as His love 
dwells within us. Here the word we includes all 
who believe in the Son. We become stronger as 
the love of God is shed abroad in us by the Holy 
Spirit (Romans 5:5). 

In the verse before us, the love that God hath 
to us explains more fully how we dwell in Him. 
!is is a description of relationship. When we 
understand and accept that love, our relationship 
is determined. It is a relationship of loving trust, 
so much so that John can say we live in God and 
He in us. As we love Jesus, we will keep His com-
mandments (John 14:15; 15:10; 1 John 5:3). Love 
for Jesus is not based on emotion but on commit-
ment. An indication of this commitment is our 
love for fellow Christians (1 John 4:19-21). A per-
son can’t love Christians without loving God and 
can’t love God without loving the family of God.
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!is fact cannot be separated from the thought 
of 1 John 4:15, our previous verse, which condi-
tions our relationship to God with our acknowl-
edgment of Christ as His Son. We cannot accept 
Jesus as the Son of God without understanding 
the loving sacrifice His cross represents, a defining 
expression of God’s love for us. When we under-
stand and receive the love of God, it makes us into 
persons of love as well.

What Do You Think?

In your prayer life, how should you balance 
the fact of God’s love with the fact that He is 
holy?

Digging Deeper

How do passages such as Hebrews 7:26; 
1 Peter 1:15; and Revelation 3:7; 4:8 help 
frame your response?

D. Judgment (v. 17)
17. Herein is our love made perfect, that we 

may have boldness in the day of judgment: 
because as he is, so are we in this world.

Christians have nothing to fear about the day 
of judgment because the judge has already proven 
His love for us. !ose who have reason to fear 
that day are Satan and anyone—from any era and 
any nation—who follows the spirit of antichrist 
(1 John 4:3, above; Revelation 21:7-8). 

God will not reverse course and punish those 
upon whom He has lavished His love. We can 
have confidence in this fact as we experience the 
love of God and express that love to others (com-
pare 1 John 2:28; 3:3, 19-21; 4:18, not in our 
printed text).

III. The Faith
(& J!4$ ):,-))

A. Continual (v. 4)
4. For whatsoever is born of God overcometh 

the world: and this is the victory that over-
cometh the world, even our faith.

!e Christian life begins with faith and ends 
with faith (Romans 1:17). But faith is more than 
just emotions or intellectual assent (see James 

2:14-26). !e person having only an emotional 
or intellectual experience of faith has a dead faith. 
Such a person knows the right words, but does 
not back up those words with actions that over-
cometh the world. !e faithful mind understands 
the truth; the faithful heart desires the truth; and 
the faithful will acts on the truth. John describes 
this faith as being born of God (see 1 John 5:1-2, 
18-19). 

To overcome is to work actively against the 
flawed principles by which the world lives (Colos-
sians 2:8, 20-23; see 1 John 4:3, above). !e out-
working of such principles may be expressed in 
many categories (see Mark 7:20-23; Romans 1:29-
31; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Peter 2:1). We can sum 
these up by saying that the world’s values are polar 
opposites to God’s command to love one another. 
When we practice love, we join with Jesus in say-
ing, “I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

What Do You Think?

What are some ways to encourage a person of 
dead faith to embrace Christ anew? 

Digging Deeper

How do you do so without resorting to a legalis-
tic list of dos and don’ts?

B. Foundational (v. 5)
5. Who is he that overcometh the world, but 

he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?
Jesus is the Greek form of the Hebrew name 

Joshua, both of which mean “savior.” In several 
places in addition to the verse before us, John 
stresses the fact that the Savior is the Son of God 
(1 John 1:7; 3:8, 23; 4:9, 15). !e designation Son 
of God refers to Jesus’ “only begotten” status in 
relation to the heavenly Father (John 1:14, 18; 
3:16, 18). 

!is claim directly opposed those of the first-
century Roman world who considered Emperor 
Augustus and other emperors to be sons of a god. 
Jewish leaders of the day didn’t like Jesus’ claim 
any more than their Roman counterparts did. 
So they demanded that Jesus should die for blas-
phemy in that regard (Matthew 26:62-66; com-
pare John 10:31-36). 
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On what it means to overcome the world, 
see again the Lesson Context and commentary 
on 1 John 5:4. Both this physical world and its 
unholy value systems will pass away. But the per-
son who obeys God will live forever (1 John 2:17). 
John further describes the victory to come in Rev-
elation 3:5, 12, 21. !ose who believe the truth 
about Jesus and act on that truth share in that 
victory. 

What Do You Think?

What is a small way to engage with the world 
this week instead of retreating from it?

Digging Deeper

Would you describe this as being “in the world” 
but not “of the world” (John 17:11-18)? Why, 
or why not?

1 REKINDLING THE FIRE 1
Newlyweds often want to be together con-

tinuously. When issues of everyday life begin to 
intrude, however, distance can result. For exam-
ple, if children enter the picture, caring for them 
can shift the nature of the marital relationship. A 
couple may decide they no longer love each other 
because of such shifts.

If they are wise, however, they will seek the 
guidance of a trusted counselor who will help 
them to “rekindle the fire.” !e counseling may 
result in both parties realizing they should act in 
loving ways even when (or especially when) they 
don’t feel like it.

!is is wise. Since hearts, minds, and bodies 
work together, then acting in a loving manner 
(as we know we should) can pull our hearts and 
minds along the same path. 

!is applies to the church as well regarding 
interactions among all Christians. When we find 
ourselves not “feeling our faith,” then acting in 
the loving ways that we know a faithful Chris-
tian should can rekindle the fires of faith. When 
we focus our attention on living the faith, we will 
find ourselves overcoming the pull of the world 
that would draw us away from Christ.

When was the last time you experienced this 
kind of victory? —C. R. B.

Conclusion

A. Victory
We can have victory and overcome the world 

only through faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. We can overcome as we allow the Holy 
Spirit, sent after Jesus’ ascension, to empower 
us to do so. God put this plan into action even 
though those created in His image rejected Him 
time after time (John 1:10-11; 3:16). 

Despite this rejection, God still seeks to save 
people from a fate of eternal death (2 Peter 3:9). 
God’s plan for this still centers on the life, death, 
resurrection, and ascension of His beloved Son, 
Jesus. !e plan remains the same today as in the 
first century AD; it has not changed. In His life, 
Jesus proved His identity; in His death, Jesus 
paid the penalty for sin; in His resurrection, Jesus 
defeated the power of death; in His ascension, He 
reigns forevermore.

At His second coming, Jesus will rid the world 
of sin and welcome His children home. Hallelu-
jah! What a Savior we have! !ose facts allow us 
to have confidence as we face the challenges of the 
world. And as we obey Jesus, we can assist others 
to do so as well.

What Do You Think?

Which part of today’s lesson do you struggle 
with most? Why?

Digging Deeper

What action will you take this week to remedy 
this problem?

B. Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank You for Your love 

expressed in sending Your Son to die for the sins 
of the world! Empower us to overcome the world 
and model Your love to others. As we do, may we 
look ever forward to the day of Your Son’s return, 
when we will share in His glory. We pray this in 
Jesus’ name. Amen.

C. Thought to Remember
!e only way to overcome the world 

is through faith in Jesus.
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson

Write “LOVE” in large letters on the board. 
Divide the class into pairs or triads. Distribute 
handouts (you create) on which are printed both 
of the following tasks. Allow the groups to decide 
which one of the two they want to complete.
• 5e ordinary person who has shown me the most 

love is ____. Each group member takes one min-
ute to respond to this prompt with the others in 
their group. After all have shared, group members 
may ask each other questions for more informa-
tion about the persons described.

• Love is a force today. Group members use smart-
phones to look for recent examples of outstanding 
love. Each group member analyzes motives for the 
expressions.

After volunteers report results in whole-class 
discussion, making the following transitional 
statement: “!e greatest motivator for love in our 
world is the love demonstrated by Jesus Christ. 
But that love also involves some negative angles. 
Let’s see how and why.”

Into the Word

Distribute handouts (you prepare) with the 
following questions. Have students work in the 
above groups to answer, using today’s Scripture 
text. Some answers are directly in the text; oth-
ers require specific application of a general princi-
ple or command.

1–What are some ways to test spirits to see whether 
they are from God?

2–When we do that testing, aren’t we violating 
Jesus’ command to “judge not” in Matthew 7:1?

3–How can we know we’re dwelling in God?
4–How is it that our love can be made perfect?
5–What should be the Christian’s attitude toward 

the world?
6–What qualities are necessary for us to have the 

right attitude toward the world around us?
Allow up to eight minutes for this activity, and 

then ask volunteers to share discoveries. Responses 

should be based on the following references: 1– 
1 John 4:2; 2–Matthew 7:1 is not a blanket state-
ment against all discerning and evaluating; see 
also Matthew 7:15-20; 1 Corin thi ans 5:11-13; etc.; 
3– 1 John 4:13, 16-17; 4–1 John 4:17; 5–1 John 
5:4; 6–1 John 5:4-5.

Option. Ask class members, in the same groups, 
to create a one-sentence devotional message from 
this text on the theme “!e Christian and the 
World.” After six minutes, ask volunteers to share 
their sentences with the class as a whole.

Into Life

Give each participant a slip of paper on which 
you have printed the following issues, one per slip: 

serious illness / job loss / parent-child conflict /  
marital stress / neighborhood issues /  

financial setback / personal sin

If you desire small-group discussion, give each 
group one slip; if you desire whole-class discus-
sion, give each learner one slip. !en write this 
question on the board: 

What are three ways you could model God’s love 
to someone who is mired in the situation 

on your slip of paper?

If you chose small-group consideration, allow 
several minutes. (Option. Extend this consider-
ation by distributing copies of the “Love 8 Apa-
thy” exercise on the activity page, which you can 
download. After several minutes of discussion in 
pairs, or one minute of individual work, call for 
volunteers to share in whole-class discovery.)

Option. Distribute copies of the “Overcoming 
the World” exercise on the activity page. Have 
participants work individually to complete it as 
indicated in one minute. In the ensuing discus-
sion, also discuss the di+erent senses of what it 
means to love the world as depicted in John 3:16 
and 1 John 2:16.
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unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality 
might be swallowed up of life.

5 Now he that hath wrought us for the self-
same thing is God, who also hath given unto 
us the earnest of the Spirit.

6 !erefore we are always confident, know-
ing that, whilst we 
are at home in the 
body, we are absent 
from the Lord:

7 (For we walk by 
faith, not by sight:)

8 We are con-
fident, I say, and 
willing rather to 
be absent from the 
body, and to be pres-
ent with the Lord.

9 Wherefore we labour, that, whether pres-
ent or absent, we may be accepted of him.

10 For we must all appear before the judg-
ment seat of Christ; that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

2 Corinthians 4:16-18
16 For which cause we faint not; but though 

our outward man perish, yet the inward man 
is renewed day by day.

17 For our light a#iction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory;

18 While we look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen: for 
the things which are seen are temporal; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal.

2 Corinthians 5:1-10
1 For we know that if our earthly house of 

this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a build-
ing of God, an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.

2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to 
be clothed upon with our house which is from 
heaven:

3 If so be that being clothed we shall not be 
found naked.

4 For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, 
being burdened: not for that we would be 
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Introduction

A. Faith, Not Sight
A science-fiction movie portrays a future world 

where an evil alien monster can influence people 
through eyesight. !ose infected this way com-
mit destructive acts, even suicide. !e solution is 
to live blindfolded—unable to be infected but also 
ill-equipped to navigate the currents of life. A cli-
mactic scene has the heroine attempting to navi-
gate a dangerous river with two small children, all 
three blindfolded in a rowboat.

!at fictional tale bears resemblance in some 
ways, but not in others, regarding how a Chris-
tian is to live. Christians are not “blind” to the 
evils of the world. We see them. And the way we 
can avoid that dark influence is because we also 
“see” the Lord’s way—the way of faith based on 
evidence. Ours is not a blind(folded) faith. It is a 
faith based on evidence, a faith grounded in the 
facts of history. When a crisis looms, will we walk 
by faith or by something else (see Proverbs 3:5)?

B. Lesson Context
As Paul wrote 2 Corin thi ans in AD 57, his 

contemplation of death was more than a spir-
itual exercise. Paul admitted to his readers that 
adverse circumstances resulted in being “pressed 
out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we 
despaired even of life” (2 Corin thi ans 1:8; com-
pare 11:24-27).

!is expectation of the potential end of his life 
forms the background for almost everything he 
writes in the initial chapters of 2 Corin thi ans. 
However, he emerges from this contemplation 
with a triumphant note, proclaiming in 4:8-9: 
“We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; 
we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, 
but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.”

Paul did not allow the prospect of death to deter 
him from his mission to bring the gospel to Gen-
tiles in cities like Corinth. Some of Paul’s anguish 
may have been caused by false teachers who had 
come to Corinth to undermine his teachings and 
his authority. !ese are the sarcastically designated 
“very chiefest apostles” referred to in 2 Corin thi-
ans 11:5; 12:11. Whether their opposition included 

Lesson Aims
After participating in this lesson, each learner 

will be able to: 
1. Summarize the basis of Christian 

confidence.
2. Explain the sense and reference of one or 

more of Paul’s metaphors.
3. Write two brief explanations of the basis 

of Christian confidence: one to a discouraged 
believer, and the other to a hard-core unbeliever.

Lesson Outline
Introduction
 A. Faith, Not Sight
 B. Lesson Context
 I. Weight of Glory (2 Corinthians 4:16-18)
 A. Daily Renewal (v. 16)
 B. Momentary A9iction (v. 17)
 C. Eternity Unseen (v. 18)
 II. Reality of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 5:1-5)
 A. What We Know (vv. 1-3)
 B. Why It’s Important (vv. 4-5)
   Camping?
 III. Walk of Faith (2 Corinthians 5:6-10)
 A. Our Confidence (vv. 6-8)
   Flying as Faith?
 B. Our Labor (vv. 9-10)
Conclusion
 A. Faith, Not Sight Revisited
 B. Prayer
 C. !ought to Remember
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death threats is uncertain. But we know that Paul’s 
opponents were not above resorting to such intimi-
dation (example: Acts 18:12-17).

Even so, Paul did not fear dying, for he knew 
that Jesus had defeated death (1 Corin thi ans 
15:12-32; 2 Corin thi ans 4:14). Paul also knew 
that in his day there were many theories of what 
happened to people after death. !e Greeks gen-
erally believed in an underworld place, the realm 
of the dead ruled over by the god Hades. It was 
a place of residence for souls released from their 
bodies, resulting in a shadowy spiritual existence. 
!is place, also called Hades, was thought to be 
filled with gloom and despair, with no hope of 
ever being released (compare Acts 17:32).

Some Jews and Greeks believed there was no 
existence after death. !e party of the Sadducees 
was known for teaching there was no resurrec-
tion (Matthew 22:23). !is was a minority opin-
ion, though, for most Jews believed in a future 
resurrection of all the dead, who would receive 
reconstituted bodies in order to stand before God 
for judgment (examples: John 11:24; Acts 23:8). 
Being a Pharisee, this had been the general mind-
set of Paul as well (Acts 23:6). But the resur-
rection of Jesus from the dead on the third day 
(rather than at the end, at the general resurrection) 
brought everything into sharper focus.

I. Weight of Glory
(/ C!26$746#$% ,:&*-&')
A. Daily Renewal (v. 16)

16. For which cause we faint not; but though 
our outward man perish, yet the inward man is 
renewed day by day.

Having made a strong point about resurrec-
tion in the previous verses, Paul moves into the 
implications. In so doing, he begins by using a 
Greek word translated for which cause that he uses 
elsewhere seven more times in this book. !e 
translations in these other seven are “wherefore” 
(2 Corin thi ans 2:8; 5:9 [see below]; 6:17), “there-
fore” (4:13 [twice]; 12:10), and “and in” (1:20). 

!is particular word usually implies that what 
the writer has just been talking about is self- 
evident. Paul spoke openly in the previous section 

concerning the prospect of his death, hinting that 
his life was in jeopardy (see Lesson Context). !is 
threat, while dire, did not deter him from his mis-
sion. He preached Christ, not himself or his fears 
(2 Corin thi ans 4:5). !is is his point: whether in 
the short-term or the long-term, Paul knew his 
life was temporary — and that earthly life was rel-
atively less important than eternal life. 

!erefore, Paul said he had found great peace, 
even in (or especially in) dangerous and discour-
aging circumstances. Even were his life not to end 
soon, the e+ects of aging and stress were only the 
outward man perishing little by little. Paul was 
growing stronger in his inward man—his heart 
and spirit—as a result of his relationship with the 
Lord. Daily, constantly, he found inner renewal 
(compare Ephesians 3:16). !at was what kept 
him going.

What Do You Think?

What is the most important change you would 
have to make to your daily routine in order to 
make inner renewal a priority?

Digging Deeper

Predict how Satan might attempt to prevent you 
from doing so.

B. Momentary Affliction (v. 17)
17a. For our light a#iction, which is but for 

a moment.
Paul put into perspective the dangers regard-

ing his safety and longevity by calling the threats 
a light a$iction. Qualifying this as our extends 
his comforting perspective to all of us. No one 
is exempt from worries caused by our mortal-
ity and the eventual death of those we love. But 
when compared to the eternity that makes up our 
future, these tribulations are but for a moment.

17b. Worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory.

In contrast to these “light a9ictions,” Paul 
extols the heaviness of the weight of our future 
glory. !is is a play on words. Paul writes in Greek, 
but he is fluent in Hebrew as well. In the latter 
language, the word for heavy (as in “weight”) is the 
same as the word for honor (as in “glory”). !us 
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he used dramatic phrasing to frame the nature of 
our future in eternity. As we ponder this, how-
ever, we should not understand Paul as saying that 
the “light a9ictions” are ultimately irrelevant. !e 
phrase worketh for us carries the sense of “causeth” 
(as the same word is translated in 2 Corin thi ans 
9:11). Our struggles with life will yield the result 
of inexpressible and unimaginable glory.

C. Eternity Unseen (v. 18)
18. While we look not at the things which 

are seen, but at the things which are not seen: 
for the things which are seen are temporal; but 
the things which are not seen are eternal.

Paul continues to speak in paradox. We should 
not focus our sights on troubles in life but instead 
turn our attention to things which are not seen. !e 
things that we can see last for a short time (are 
temporal). Such things may seem significant right 
now, but this significance fades with time. !e 
things we cannot see have much greater impor-
tance because they are eternal.

To see the unseen, we must have eyes of faith, 
trusting the testimony God has provided. We do 
not want to be “without excuse,” the verdict on 
those who fail to discern the invisible qualities of 
God even though they should (Romans 1:20). Even 
more, how do we experience the eternal, our future 
“weight of glory”? We must do this with hearts of 
faith, not crushed by the complexities and disap-
pointments of life. We must live out the assurance 

that comes from believing God raised Jesus from 
the dead and will raise us too (1 Corin thi ans 15).

II. Reality of the Spirit
(/ C!26$746#$% ):&-))

A. What We Know (vv. 1-3)
1. For we know that if our earthly house of 

this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a build-
ing of God, an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.

Paul uses various metaphors to contrast the 
temporary with the eternal in this letter. In the 
verse before us, he draws on biblical imagery 
of a tabernacle as a way of understanding our 
bodily existence (compare 2 Peter 1:13-14). !e 
tabernacle was a movable tent that was eventu-
ally replaced by the temple. !us the metaphor 
emphasizes the impermanent nature of our bod-
ies. Paul did not fear the destruction of the earthly 
house of his physical body because he had assur-
ance of another building, a permanent structure. 
!is eternal dwelling place has a prime real-estate 
location: it is in the heavens.

2-3. For in this we groan, earnestly desir-
ing to be clothed upon with our house which 
is from heaven: if so be that being clothed we 
shall not be found naked.

!is situation of living faithfully while faced 
with impending death brought Paul to a state 
of groaning, a word he uses for inward longing 
(2 Corinthians 5:4, below; Romans 8:23). !e 
challenges of this life sometimes overshadow 
the magnificence of our future life in glory. A 
few years later, as Paul endured imprisonment in 
Rome, he went on to say, “For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21).

What Do You Think?

How can you help your church set up a ministry 
that encourages its members to reach out to 
one another in times of “groaning”?

Digging Deeper

What problems are likely to occur in churches 
where members in distress reach out only to 
a staff member in such times?
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Another metaphor for the human body is that 
of clothing, often conveyed with the phrase “put 
on.” In this world, we “put on the armour of light” 
(Romans 13:12); we “put on Christ” in baptism 
(Galatians 3:27); we “put on the new man” and 
“put on the whole armour of God” (Ephesians 
4:24; 6:11); we “put on the new man” as we put on 
virtues that culminate in charity, or love (Colos-
sians 3:10-14). In the next world, when we are given 
resurrection bodies, we “put on incorruption, and 
. . . immortality” (1 Corinthians 15:53). We need 
not fear some type of spiritual nakedness. Death 
will not obliterate our identity but, rather, confirm 
and enhance it if we have “put on Christ.”

B. Why It’s Important (vv. 4-5)
4. For we that are in this tabernacle do 

groan, being burdened: not for that we would 
be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality 
might be swallowed up of life.

Paul further comments on the reality of the 
“right now” vs. the coming reality of the “not yet.” 
!e burdens of life are known so well and expe-
rienced so often that we need not even o+er any 
examples—they are in the public domain of com-
mon knowledge. !e main problem with these 
burdens is that in directing our attention to the 
“as is,” we take our eyes o+ of the “to be.” Paul’s 
acknowledgement in this regard builds on what 
Jesus said (see Luke 8:14; 21:34-36).

Paul makes it clear that we should not expect 
a future existence without a body. Unlike some 
Greek philosophers of his time, Paul, a Pharisee, 
would never expect a permanent, eternal existence 
as some sort of free-floating spirit (compare Acts 
17:32; 23:6-8; 24:15; see also Lesson Context). 
What he longed for was the new body at the time 
when mortality, with all its limitations and frailties, 
would be swallowed up of life. As Paul stressed to 
the Corinthians in his first letter, in resurrection, 
“death is swallowed up in victory” (1 Corin thi ans 
15:54; compare Isaiah 25:8; Hosea 13:14).

1  CAMPING? 1
I once heard a stand-up comedian explain 

in only five words why he never went camping: 
“Because I have a house.”

He then went on to poke fun at an imagined 
sequence of events. Our ancient ancestors ini-
tially slept out in the open. With the passage of 
time, they eventually saw the advantage of sleep-
ing in caves. As more time passed, they moved on 
to sleeping in huts. After a few years of that, can 
it be imagined that anyone would say, “I’ve got an 
idea — let’s go back to the cave for the weekend!” 
!e comedian then elaborated on how camping 
appliances were little more than poor imitations 
of appliances at home.

Being a non-camper myself, all this rang hilar-
iously true to me. I think I understand the appeal 
of camping (getting close to the creation gets you 
closer to the Creator, etc.). But the bottom line is 
that I don’t go camping because I have a house.

Yet as much as I like to hang my hat on that 
fact, I must occasionally remind myself that my 
earthly houses—my current physical body and my 
place of physical residence—are both temporary. I 
should be a good steward of both resources, while 
not trying to cling too tightly to either. Hmm . . . 
Could it be that campers have an advantage over 
us non-campers in that regard? —R. L. N.

5. Now he that hath wrought us for the self-
same thing is God, who also hath given unto 
us the earnest of the Spirit.

Paul retreats a bit from this future celebration 
of his own freedom from death to bring a pres-
ent reality to his readers. We do not just await 
the glorious gifts of God; we enjoy some of them 
now. Chief among these blessings is the Spirit of 
God, given as an earnest of these future things. 
We may think of “earnest money” in a real-estate 
transaction: a potential buyer puts down a deposit 
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 Corinthians Ko-rin-thee-unz (th as in thin).
 Hades Hay-deez.
 Pharisees Fair-ih-seez.
 Sadducees Sad-you-seez.
 tabernacle tah-burr-nah-kul.
 theophanies the-ah-fuh-neez (th as in thin).
 Thessalonians Thess-uh-lo-nee-unz 
   (th as in thin).



to indicate that the o+er to purchase is a serious 
one. !e presence/gift of the Holy Spirit in our 
hearts, given at baptism (Acts 2:38-39), assures us 
that God fully intends to carry out His side of 
the covenantal contract (see also Romans 8:16-23; 
2 Corin thi ans 1:22; Ephesians 1:12-14).

III. Walk of Faith
(/ C!26$746#$% ):*-&()

A. Our Confidence (vv. 6-8)
6. !erefore we are always confident, know-

ing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we 
are absent from the Lord.

During the time we exist in our current bod-
ies, we cannot experience the full presence of God. 
To be at home in our present bodies means to be 
absent from the closest presence of the Lord. !is 
was the result of the sins of Adam and Eve in the 
Garden of Eden; the resulting separation and 
banish ment included the loss of direct fellowship 
with the Lord (Genesis 3:23).

God’s holy nature does not tolerate sin in His 
presence (compare 1 Peter 1:15-16). His holy 
nature is connected with His glory (Isaiah 6:2-
3), and His glory is too great for sinful humans to 
endure. As the Lord told Moses, “!ou canst not 
see my face: for there shall no man see me, and 
live” (Exodus 33:20; compare John 1:18; 1 John 
4:12). Places where humans apparently see God 
directly are what are called theophanies —  visible 
manifestations of God, but not God in the full-
ness of His being (examples: Genesis 32:24-30; 
Exodus 18:12; 33:11; Isaiah 6:5). Something of 
a reversal will occur when Jesus returns; at that 
time, “we shall be like him; for we shall see him 
as he is” (1 John 3:2).

7. (For we walk by faith, not by sight:).
Our lives must be controlled by the things we 

know to be true in a sense of faith that is based on 
evidence. Paul expresses this in one of the great-
est statements of the Christian life: we must walk 
by faith, not by sight. Paul’s own ministry stands 
as a testimony to this mind-set, as indicated by his 
enduring great hardships in obedience to his call-
ing and purpose in ministry (see 2 Corin thi ans 
11:23-29; compare John 20:29).

What Do You Think?

Where is the Lord calling you in your faith walk?
Digging Deeper

What is the single greatest “by sight” challenge 
that seems to be interfering with this call? 
How can you overcome it?

1  FLYING AS FAITH? 1
Would travel by air be an example of faith? 

!ink about it. We get into a massive machine 
that is much heavier than air, and we willingly 
yield control of our lives for a couple of hours to 
people we don’t know. We do so even when visi-
bility is at or near zero. We do so even though we 
might not understand how the GPS navigation 
works its wonders. We do so even when we are 
very well aware of the plane crashes we hear about 
from time to time. 

All the above has to do with a certain type of 
faith —and there’s more than one type. We might 
call this type “airplane faith”; it is a faith based on 
historical evidence that chances are much greater 
than 99 percent that your plane will make it to its 
destination safely. It is not “blind faith,” another 
type, which is mere belief in something without 
any objective basis for that belief.

Our faith in the future that God promises is 
not a blind faith. Rather, it’s faith based on the 
historical fact that God’s track record is that of 
100 percent reliability, as centuries of historical 
evidence prove. Is that the kind of faith you have 
and witness of to others? If not, why not?

 —C. R. B.

8. We are confident, I say, and willing rather 
to be absent from the body, and to be present 
with the Lord.

Once more Paul a"rmed that death did not 
deter him or cause him to be fearful. He was con-
fident in his ministry and life. If God called him 
to be absent from the body (to die), he would accept 
that willingly. He knew that his death would 
mean experiencing the full presence of the Lord, 
the full inheritance of his salvation, of which the 
Holy Spirit was the down payment.
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What Do You Think?

What is the single most important change you 
should make to have more of the kind of con-
fidence of which Paul speaks?

Digging Deeper

What will be your greatest challenge to over-
come in doing so?

B. Our Labor (vv. 9-10)
9. Wherefore we labour, that, whether pres-

ent or absent, we may be accepted of him.
Regarding the opening wherefore, see commen-

tary on 2 Corin thians 4:16, above. By this con-
junction Paul connects the ideas of our labour and 
being accepted of him with being “present with the 
Lord” of 5:8, just considered. To labor for Christ 
is not to work for salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9) but 
to express gratitude as we show that way to oth-
ers (John 14:15, 23-24; 15:10; 1 !essalonians 1:3; 
1 John 5:3). !ere are common elements to every 
Christian’s labors (example: 1 !essalonians 4:9-
12). But there are other elements of labor that are 
unique to the individual (example: Romans 15:20). 

10. For we must all appear before the judg-
ment seat of Christ; that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

!e reasoning that follows the for we introduc-
tion to this verse stands in something of a chain 
reaction to the “wherefore” result of the previ-
ous verse. While we unreservedly look forward to 
being “accepted of him” (previous verse, above), 
Paul wanted his readers to remember that actions 
in this world (the things done in [the] body) are 
important and are known to God. 

At the judgment seat of Christ will occur an eval-
uation of our lives (see Romans 2:6). !is picture 
of a time of future, heavenly judgment is consistent 
in Paul’s teachings (examples: Acts 17:31; 24:25; 
Romans 14:10). Christians are already justified 
(that is, treated as “not guilty”) in the eyes of God 
because the penalty for sin was paid on the cross 
(see Romans 3:21-26; 5:16). Any misgivings about 
having to endure judgment are far outweighed by 
the promise of glory Jesus has purchased for us.

Conclusion

A. Faith, Not Sight Revisited
Paul’s world was not a safe place. Cities could 

be impersonal and nasty. Villages could be hos-
tile and dangerous for outsiders. Roadways always 
harbored the threat of bandits. Ships could be 
swamped by storms or attacked by pirates. Even 
in a case of assault or robbery, justice in court was 
often unavailable or corrupt. People needed to be 
ever wary and alert for danger. It seemed prudent 
to live just day by day in a self-protecting manner.

Even today we hear of incidents that scare us: 
“Widow bilked out of life savings by online dat-
ing.” “Ten-year-old girl in a crosswalk struck and 
killed by texting driver.” “Super-infection detected 
that resists any known treatment.” It is easy to 
despair.

For many, life lurches from one crisis to another. 
To look beyond one’s present su+erings seems 
impossible. But that is what Paul calls us to do. We 
are not to fear death. We already enjoy the peace 
and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Rather than our 
succumbing to despair, Paul challenges us to walk 
by faith, not by sight. Yes, we must endure and 
manage life’s crises as they come. But we do so 
knowing that God is in control and our future is 
sure. Take a minute to evaluate. Do you walk pri-
marily by faith or by sight?

What Do You Think?

What concept in today’s lesson is most difficult 
for you to see “faith walk” value in? Why?

Digging Deeper

With what spiritually mature person can and will 
you discuss your misgivings?

B. Prayer
Father, it is tempting to respond to life’s chal-

lenges using only our own resources. May we 
instead have faith to trust You, to live as You 
would have us live. We pray in the name of the 
one who conquered death, Jesus. Amen.

C. Thought to Remember
Base hope in faith, not sight!
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Involvement Learning
Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity 

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson

Write the phrases “Short-term things” and 
“Long-term things” on the board as headers of 
two columns. Ask participants for everyday exam-
ples of each; write responses under the appropri-
ate headers. (Option. Depending on the nature of 
your class, change the word things to concerns or 
some other descriptor.) Ask students which of the 
two categories tends to catch their attention most 
on a daily basis. Follow the expected response of 
“short-term things” with discussion of why.

Alternative. Before learners arrive, place in 
chairs copies of the “Walk by What?” exercise 
from the activity page, which you can down-
load. After learners complete as indicated, award 
a humorous “Faithful Lexicography” certificate 
(you prepare) to the learner with the most words 
that no one else has. Have more than one certifi-
cate on hand in case of ties.

After either activity, make a transition by not-
ing that today’s lesson has something to say about 
what the ultimate focus in life should be.

Into the Word

Have two volunteers read aloud today’s text 
from 2 Corin thi ans, alternating with every verse. 
Use the Lesson Context to ensure that students 
grasp the nature of Paul’s world in general and the 
situation of the church in Corinth in particular.

Prior to class, place bits of masking tape on the 
floor to form a walking course around the room. 
Call for two volunteers to walk this course. One 
will walk the course with eyes closed, and the 
other will act as a guide. 

As the two finish, encourage free discussion 
regarding how the lesson text relates to what class 
members have just seen. (Alternative. Depending 
on the nature of your class, you may wish to nar-
rate the activity in a hypothetical way instead of 
having two people actually walk a course.)

Divide the class into discussion pairs or tri-

ads. Write this question on the board for group 
discussion:

What is your greatest desire at the moment?

After a few minutes, reconvene and have a 
spokesperson from each group share responses for 
whole-class consideration. After each response, 
ask, “How does that desire relate to today’s text?” 
Wrap up by asking what happens when people 
focus on having “Heaven on earth,” instead of 
desiring what today’s text says.

Ask someone with a smartphone to look up the 
Merriam-Webster definition of the noun purpose 
and state that definition for the class; write it on 
the board. (Expected response: “something set up as 
an object or end to be attained.”) !en pose the 
following question as you write it and the defini-
tion on the board: “How does that word relate to 
today’s text?” Encourage free discussion. 

Alternative approach to the question. Before any 
discussion of the question, write on the board 
three answers of your own. Have learners discuss 
which of the three is most applicable or defensi-
ble; be prepared to do so yourself.

Option. As a posttest, distribute copies of the 
“Finish the !oughts” exercise from the activity 
page. Announce a one-minute time limit, closed 
Bibles. Allow self-scoring of results.

Into Life

Form groups of three and distribute two blank 
index cards to each group. Write these instruc-
tions on the board:

Write two brief explanations of the basis of Chris-
tian confidence: one to a discouraged believer, 

the other to a hard-core unbeliever.

After groups finish, have them exchange their 
completed index cards with another group to seek 
improvements. Reconvene for whole-class consid-
eration of all ideas.
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